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street culvert to the creek, into which it empties, the

same being about fifty feet 481

" to fix and establish the mode of curbing and paving, and

grading, and constructing culverts within the City of

Philadelphia 492
" to abolish a certain stand for empty market wagons 492
" dedicating Lemon Hill Estate to public use as a park.... 526

" to notify the projierty owners on Hancock and Adams
street, in the Twenty-second Ward, that said streets

will be required for public use 532, 586
"

to abate a nuisance, in accordance with a notice from the

Board of Health 536
" declaring Merchant street, running northward from

Thompson to Master street, between Eighth and

Franklin streets, in the Twentieth Ward, City of

Philadelphia, a public highway 557, 606
" to open Wallace street, from Broad to Sixteenth streets,

for public use 557, 606
"

to re-organize the Police Department, of the City of

Philadelphia 577, 672
" to authorize the construction of a certain culvert 585

" to change the name of Market street in the Twenty-

second Ward 586
" to regulate and graduate the salaries of certain officers,

587, 648, 656
" for the better protection of the bridges owned by the

City of Philadelphia, across the river Schuylkill 607
*' to open Girard avenue, from Landing avenue to the river

Schuylkill, for public use 616
" to regulate the hawking of fruits, vegetables, &c., through

the streets of the City, in wagons 617
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Ordiuanee to authorize a loan for the purpose of maintainiug the

public schools of the City of Philadelphia 617
"

to establish a market stand in the Twenty-second Ward
627, 643

" for the construction of a culvert in Brown and Seventh

streets, to ijrevent the overflows of water on the line

of the Parrish street culvert 628,661, 663
"

to open Franklin street, from Front to Jefferson avenue,

and from Sixth to Seventh street, in the First Ward
631, 655

" to authorize the construction of certain culverts 631
" to regulate the navigation and use of Gunner's run canal 632
" to declare the southwest front of Penn Square a market

stand 634

Order, points of 54, 55, 65, 348, 628

President of Common Council elected 31

Preamblesandresolutions..36,116, 147, 173, 577, 301, 302, 306, 307

403, 389, 465, 490, 576, 579

Police, the Committee on, reports of the.. 106, 142, 192, 193, 213, 239, 455

Protest of Mr. Gordon 122

Port Wardens, Public Landings and Wharves, Committee on, re-

ports of the 144, 215, 381,459, 563

Poor, Committee on, report of the 457
" election of Guardian of the, for the Thirteenth Ward 692

Petition from John Quincy Adams, asking to be elected one of the

Assistant Clerks of Common Council 33
" contesting the seat of Robert Newell, of Fifteenth Ward... 45

" to grade Sixteenth street 46
" contesting the seat of Andrew Miller, of Third Ward 69

" to introduce the water pipes in Franklin street, from Sev-

enth to Eighth streets 73
" to pave Orr street in the Fifteenth Ward 74
" to place public lamps on William street, from Richmond

street to the river Delaware 76

" to occupy the squares on Market or Washington streets

as a market stand for wagons 84
" to remove certain obstructions in the river Schuylkill 84
" to place lamps on Auburn street 84
" to repave Appleton alley 85

" asking the removal of dirt from the culvert at foot of

Christian street landing 85



Tetition to pave Cottage street, First Ward 85

" to repave Fourtli street between Market and Chestnut

streets 85

" to lay water pipes on Thompson street between Ninth and

Tenth streets 86

" for the construction of a bridge over the Schuylkill at

Chestnut street 93,129,153,181,238

" to pave Twentieth street between Cedar and Federal

streets 94

" to repave Depot street, Thirteenth Ward
" to extend the wharf line on the North side of Christian

street 94

" to construct a sewer at the corner of Twelfth and Filbert

streets 9o

" to place lamps on Green street and Walnut lane. Twenty-

second Ward 95

" to pave Fifteenth street, between South and Federal 100

" to pave Prime street between Jefferson Avenue and Third

street 100

" against a reduction of the Police force. ...127, 152, 177, 179, 239

" from citizens of Bridesburg, asking to be rated as a rural

District 127

" from J,ane Miller, relative to sheds at the ends of the Mar-

kets at Second and Franklin streets 127
" from owners of hackney carriages, asking a repeal of the

Eighth Section of the " Ordinance relating to Hackney

Carriages." 128

" asking the construction of a culvert on Schuylkill Eighth

street, from Race to Rittenhouse streets 128

" to prevent persons standing their wagons on Second street,

or occupying the highways contrary to Law 128

" of Charles S. Pancoast, Attorney for R. and S. H. Jones,

relative to a claim for iron pipe 129

" asking that Wyoming street, between Fifteenth and Nine-

teenth streets, may be paved 129

" to pave Franklin street, between Fourth and Ninth streets 129

" from Robert E. Shult/ and M. E. Afflick, to furnish them

with a room for an office 129

" from laborers of the Seventeenth Ward, complaining of

being discharged from labor, &c 130

" from the Marion Hose Company, asking the payment of

the appropriation due them 130

" from the Vigilant IIosc Company, soliciting a loan 130
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Petition to lay gas pipes ou Broad street, between Girard and Co-

lumbia avenues 130

" to curb and pave Front street, between Harrison and

Montgomery streets 131

" from William Pepper, relative to the correction of an error

for interest 133

" asking a reduction of tlie police force 152, 177, 200,

201, 238, 376

" asking a reduction of the high price of gas 152

" asking that Sylbert street may be paved 153

" protesting against any change in the ordinance, organizing

the department of Markets 153

" from David Saukey, Treasurer of the Northwestern Rail-

road 158

" asking the repaving of Water street, from Race to Vine

street 176

" from several Hose Companies, asking an alteration or re-

peal of the Fire Ordinance 176, 177
" asking that Clinton street, between Girard and Thompson

street, may be paved 178

" asking that water pipes may be laid on Clinton street, be-

tween Girard and Thompson street 178

" from owners of property, asking the construction of a

culvert, in the vicinity of Wood and Queen streets.

Eighteenth ward 178

" asking that the repairs and improvements on Levering

street. Twenty-first Ward, maybe completed 178

" asking a change of curb lines of Thirty-second street 178

" from Enoch Thorn, relative to his improvement for venti-

lating Sewers, &c 179

" asking that gas pipes may be laid on Shippen street 179

" asking that Somerset street, in the Nineteenth Ward, may
be paved 179

" from the Diligent Fire Engine Company, asking a repeal

of certain provisions of the Fire Ordinance 179

" asking for a change in the place of voting in the Tenth

Division of the Fourth Ward 180

" asking the construction of a culvert in the vicinity of

Race, Chester and Eighth streets 180

" asking that Cadwallader street may be graded, to the regu-

lation last made 181

" from Lawrence Doyle, asking for a situation at the Gas

Works 181
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Petition from Caleb S. Wright and C. W. Bender, asking a lease on

the landing at Ford's lane, on the Schuylkill 181

" asking to have water pipes laid on Vineyard street, be-

tween Ridge avenue and Nineteenth street 184

" asking Councils to pass a sui)pleraent to an ordinance, re-

lating to horses, cows, sheep, &c., running at largo 184
" asking Councils to restore the original grade of Franklin

avenue, in the Twentieth Ward 199

" asking that Market street, between Fifteenth and Seven-

teenth streets, may be graded and repaved 199

" remonstrating against the ordinance relating to dogs 200

" from Nathan Burnett, policeman, asking compensation for

lost time 201

" asking the use of the Spring Garden Hall, for the Wagner
Institute of Science 201, 239

" asking that Amber street, from Wood to Dauphin streets,

maybe curbed and footways paved 201

" asking an extension of the culvert on Chestnut street.

Twenty-fourth Ward 201

" asking the abatement of a nuisance on Shippen street, be-

tween Twelfth and Thirteenth streets 201

" asking that Tyler street, in the Twentieth Ward, may be

repaved, and curb reset 203

" asking that Marshall, from Montgomery street to Gei-man-

town road, Montgomery, from Fifth to Sixth streets, and

Columbia, from Fifth to Tenth streets, may be opened

and graded 203

" asking the introduction of gas on Little Washington

street First Ward 233
" asking to have the streets and gutters cleansed, on South

between Fifth and Sixth streets 233

" calling attention to tlie delapidated state of the pavement

on Arch street wharf 234

" asking a change in the line of survey of Lehman street,

late West Philadelphia 234

" asking the repaving of State street 234

" from the " Union School and Children's Home," asking to

be released from the payment of the gas 235

" asking the change of a gas-light post, on Fourth street,

south of Harrison's avenue - 235

" from Trustees of the First Independent Church on Broad

street, asking the location of a gas lamp at the N. W.
corner of George street 235
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Petition from George Kelley, asking payment for grading certain

streets 236

" asking attention to the dangerous state of the crossing at

Twenty-second and Market streets 238

" to fill up, and lay the water pipes on Church street, below

Mifflin, and on ]\Iifflin, from Church to Front steeet 240

" asking the introduction of water pipes in Pritchet street... 277
" asking the use of Spring Garden Hall, for the Wagner Free

Institute of Science 277,372, 373

" to open Reed street, in the First Ward 277
" to appoint stationery bell ringers in the cupola of Spring

Garden Hall 277, 377, 398
" to repave Elbow lane, between Market and Chestnut streets 278
" from John H. Scattergood, asking an appropriation for in-

juries received as a jwliceman 278
" asking the enactment of an ordinance, to prevent the

hawking of vegetables, &c 278, 279
" asking the construction of a culvert on Eighth street, from

Noble to Green street 279
" asking that water pipes may be laid on Race street, between

Twenty-first and Twenty-second street 279
" from John Lentz, asking indemnification, for injury sus-

tained by him 280
" asking the repaving of Hope street, between Phoenix and

Master street 280
" Asking the paving of Cumberland street. Nineteenth

Ward 280
" asking the refunding of money, for paving a portion of

Franklin avenue 280

" asking that lamps may be placed on the east side of the

Germantown road, Twenty-third Ward 281

" relative to withholding the annual appropriation from the

Warren Hose Co 306
" to grant privileges to maintain and construct a passenger

line of Railroads through the City. ..308, 486, 500, 501,

550, 598, 620, 621, 654, 670
" from property owners on Columbia street, asking an ap-

propriation for damages, by the opening of said street... 338

" from the Tivoli Hose Co., asking admission into the Fire

Department 338
" remonstrating against the enactment of an ordinance to

prevent hawking vegetables, &c 340, 372, 448



XXIV IXDF.X.

FAGK.

Petition requesting the necessary three months notice to be given

to owners of property on certain streets, of their intend-

ded opening 341

" to pave Hazel street 341

" from voters of the First and Second divisions of the

Twenty-second Ward, asking to be placed in one elect-

ion division 342

" asking that the streets in a certain portion of the Twenty-

second Ward, may be laid out as marked upon the plan

of said Ward 352

" asking that a lamp may be placed in Butler place 372

" asking that water pipes may be laid in Walnut street,

Twenty-fourth Ward 373

" asking the construction of a culvert over Cohocksink

creek 373, 430, 468

" remonstrating against a change of place of holding the

elections^in the first precinct of Seventeenth Ward 373

" asking a change in the place of holding the elections in

the third precinct. Seventeenth Ward 374

" asking an attachment of gas on Allen, above Marlborough

street 374
" asking the construction of a culvert on Franklin street,

from Girard avenue to Thompson street 374, 430
" asking authority to lay water pipes in, and pave Stiles

street, from Twelfth to Thirteenth streets 374
" asking authority to lay water pipes and pave Cass street,

between Twelfth and Thirteenth streets 374
" asking that the streets of the borough of Manayunk, may

be surveyed and graded 375

" asking that Apple street, in the borough of Manayunk,

may be located from Cedar street to Shurr's lane 375

" asking the location of a gas lamp opposite the Reformed

Dutch church, in Manayunk 375

" remonstrating against any change in the place of holding

the elections in the first and second precincts of the

Twenty-second Ward 376
" asking for the grading, curbing and paving of the side

walks of Adams street, in the Twenty-third Ward 376

" relative to the condition of Ilaverford street, at the Insane

Hospital 376

" calling attention to the unfinished state of the ciilvert in

Chestnut street, west of Rose, Twenty-fourth Ward 376

" calling attention to the bad condition of Pratt street.

Twenty-fourth Ward 377
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Petition remonstrating against widening Thirty-fifth street, Twen-

ty-fourth Ward 377

" to pave Seventeenth street, between Fitzwater and Car-

penter streets 396

" to pave Christian street, between Seventeenth street and

Gray's ferry road 396

" to lay a crossing from Lafayette to Anita streets 396

" for the introduction of gas pipes on Christian and Kates

streets 396
" calling attention to the large number of «teg3 running at

large in the Third and Fourth Wards 397
" relative to the repairing of Grays' Ferry bridge 397

" asking the construction of a sewer in the vicinity of Madi-

son and SheafF streets 397

" asking an allowance on the City tax to certain property

owners of the Nineteenth Wai-d 397

" asking a change in the place of holding the elections of

fourth precinct of the Eleventh Ward 398

" asking that water pipes may be laid in Washington street,

between Broad and Sixteenth streets 398

" asking the introduction of gas pipes on Twenty-second

street, and on Washington street 398

" asking the construction of a culvert on Callowliill, between

Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth streets 399

" asking that water pipes may be laid in Charlotte street.... 399

" remonstrating against narrowing the middle of Franklin

avenue 399

" from renters of the stalls in the markets 399

" asking a change in the place of holding the elections in

the fourth and eight precincts of the Twentieth Ward.. 400

" relative to street lines and curb heights in the Twenty-

first Ward 400

" asking a change in the place of voting of the eighth pre-

cinct of the Third Ward 427

" to pave Delancey place.. 427

" asking a change in the place of holding the elections of

the sixth division of the First Ward 427

" asking a change in the place of holding the elections of

the first division of the Twentieth Ward 429

" asking a change in the place of holding the elections of

the eighth precinct of the Thirteenth Ward 429

" asking a change in the place of holding the elections of

the first division of the Fourteenth Ward 429

(iv;
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Petition asking a change in the place of holding the elections of

the fourth precinct of the Twenty-first Ward 429

" asking that the precinct house southeast corner of Girard

avenue and Lewis street, may be continued as such 429

" from P. W. Boyd, asking a reduction of water rent 429

" asking that Clearfield street, Nineteenth Ward, may be

graded 429

" asking the opening of Elwood lane, Twenty-third Ward... 433

" calling attention to the condition of Kirkbridge and School

streets, late Bridesbiirg 433

" asking that certain meadow land in the Twenty-fourth

Ward, may not be excluded from the benefit of the

thirteenth section of the supplement to the Act of Con-

solidation 433

" remonstrating against the widening of Thirty-fifth street... 447

" asking the widening of Charles street. First Ward, to the

width of thirty feet 447

" from the members of the Independence Engine Company,

asking an appropriation 447

" calling attention to the dangerous condition of the bridge

over the Tacony creek, at Whitaker's mill 448

" asking the privilege of paving Lewis street 467

" asking the privilege of paving Fisher street 467

" asking the change of the place of holding the elections of

the eighth division oi the Third Ward 467
" asking the vacation of Lombard street as a market stand

for market wagons, &c 467
" from citizens on the line of the Parrish street culvert, re-

lative to the frequent and destructive street freshfts.... 467
" from Charles Bii-d, asking indemnification for certain

damages 468
" asking that gas lamps may be placed on Wallace street,

between Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets 4(!S

" from Globe Engine Company, asking a donation of new
hose 468

" asking a change of the place of holding the elections of

the first precinct of the Twenty-first Ward 468
" asking the construction of a culvert over Cohocksink creek,

along Thompson street, from Sixth to Ai)ple streets 468
" remonstrating against being considered otlierwise than a

rural district by citizens of the first and second pre-

cincts of the Twc^nty-second Ward 469
" asking to have the water pipes laid on Lexington street, in

the Twenty-fourth Ward 469
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Petitiou asking a change in tlio place of holding the elections of

the fourth precinct of the Eleventh Ward 469

" asking a continuation of the gas main on Carver, between

Seventeenth and Eighteenth streets 486

" asking that gas pipes may be laid on Washington, between

Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets 486

" to place the footwalks on Wood, between Gaul and Norris

streets. Eighteenth Ward, in proper order 487

" asking that water pipes may be laid on Larch street, be-

tween Ann and Maple, Nineteenth Ward 487

" asking that the curb may be set and sidewalks paved in

Ball street, between Beach and Queen, Nineteenth

Ward 487

" asking the enlargement of the inlet to the culverts in the

vicinity of Coates and Eleventh streets 487

" asking the withdrawal of the police force in the seventh

precinct of the Twenty-second Ward 487

" remonstrating against the withdrawal of the police force

in the seventh division of the Twenty-second Ward, and

also against the passage of any ordinance constituting

said division a rural district 488

" asking a revision of the grade on Fitzwater street, Twenty-

fourth Ward 488

" from former lamplighters of the late district of West

Philadelphia, asking payment of their salary for the

month of December, 1854 488

" asking that lamps may be placed on Bridge street, Twenty-

fourth Ward 488

" asking the use of the Commissioners' Hall, Twenty-fourth

Ward, for public school purposes 488

" asking the construction of a culvert on Oxford street, from

Mifflin to Marshall street 489

" asking the construction of a culvert out Vine street to the

river Schuylkill 491

" from members of the Tivoli Hose Company, asking an ap-

jjropriation 501

" asking an alteration in the grade of Ashton street, &c 501

" asking that a gas lamp may be placed in Clement's

court 501

" asking that water pipes may be laid in Twentieth street,

between Green and Centre 501

" asking that no alteration be made in the grade of Rich-

mond street, between Lehigh avenue and Reading Rail-

road 502
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Petition asking that water pipes may be laid on Larch street, be-

tween Ann and Sorrell streets 502

" asking that the police force may be withdrawn from the

Seventh precinct, of the Twenty-second Ward 502
" asking the construction of a culvert from West Cellar

street to Adams street, in the Twenty-third Ward 502

" asking that Jessup street may be paved 502

" asking an appropriation of five hundred feet of hose to

the Monroe Fire Company, Twenty-fourth Ward 507

" calling attention to the culvert at Girard Avenue and North

street 520

" asking that water pipes may be laid on Holbey street 548

" asking that the water courses may be opened in the vicin-

ity of Ninth and Morris streets 548

" asking the introduction of the Schuylkill water on

Fifteenth street, between Christian and Carpenter street 548

" asking a change of the place of holding the elections in the

seventh precinct of the Ninth Ward 550

" asking a restoration of the old place of voting in the eighth

division of the Sixteenth Ward 551

" asking the appointment of a committee to inquire by

what authority the Mayor exercises judicial authority... 551

" asking that privilege may be granted to the Kensington

Gas Company, to lay gas pipes on certain streets 551

" from Richmond Artillerists, asking the use of the Rich-

mond Hall 552

" asking that Union street, in tlie Twenty-fourth Ward, may
be graded to the recorded grade 552

" asking the construction of a culvert on Pearl street, be-

tween Fifteenth and Sixteenth streets 552

" asking the introduction of gas lamps on Eighth street, be-

tween Carpenter street and Passyunk road 597

" asking the passage of an ordinance, requiring a watchman

to be placed at the crossings of the Philadelphia Ger-

mantown and Norristown Railroad Company 597

" asking that gas lamps maybe placed in Delancey place 598

" from Abel Lukens, asking to be released from the lien of

a judgement, against a certain lot of ground 598

" asking that water pipes may be laid on Poplar, between

Nineteenth and Grape streets 598

" asking the introduction of water pipes on Marshall street,

between Jefferson and Oxford streets 599

" asking that the intersection of Moore street, between

Morris street and Passyunk road, may be filled up 599
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Petition asking that William street, from Baring street to Lancas-

ter Turnpike, maybe opened for public use 599

" to notify property owners on Columbia avenue, between

Broad and P'ifteentli streets, to pave their footways 599

" from Mechanic Fire Company, asking admittance into the

Fire Department 600
" from owners of property to have Christian street, west of

Seventeenth street, opened , 620
" to have the water pipes laid on Clymer street 620

" to have the water pipes laid on Freedlander street 620

" to place a lamp on Bache street 621

" from George W. Carr, asking payment for damages sus-

tained in July, 1849 621

" to extend the culvert at the corner of Chestnut and Rose

streets. Twenty-fourth Ward, qne hundred feet 622

" calling attention to the bad condition of certain streets, in

late West Philadelphia 622
" from the Board of Trustees of the Fifth Reformed Presby-

terian Church, York street. Nineteenth Ward, asking

that the foot crossings may be laid 623
" asking that Lamps may be placed on Reed and Juniatta

streets, in the First Ward 653
" asking that a gas lamp may be placed on F street, running

from Twenty-second to Twenty-third streets, south of

Locust 653
" asking tl^at a gas lamp may be placed on Prosperous alley 653
" from Richard Wildey, in regard to a claim 654

" from the Good Intent Engine and William Penn Hose

Companies, asking admittance into the Fire Department 654

" asking the construction of an eight feet culvert, on Brown
street, from Fifth to Tenth 654

" from owners of property on Tenth street, north of Poplar,

relative to a leak in the main pipe of conduit of the

Schuylkill water 658
" from the petit Jurors in the Court of Oyer and Terminer,

relative to their pay 665

" fronn renters of stalls in the Franklin market, asking an

extension of the roof of said market 669

" to open certain streets in the Twenty-fourth Ward 669

" from John Tucker, President of the Philadelphia and

Reading Railroad Company, relative to making a con-

nection with the water pipes of the City 670
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Question, previous 53, 272, 299, 393, 498, 512
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Report of the Committee appointed to wait on the Mayor 38

Reasons of Mr. Penrose, for voting against amendments, &c 60, 108

Report of the Committee on the contested seat of Robert Newell... 80

" of the Committee on Finance... 8(5, 133, 184, 187, 204, 305,

336, 407, 412, 435, 448, 472, 508, 553, 554, 659

" of the Committee on Highways,. ..87, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105

138, 140, 141, 159, IGO, 164, 166, 209, 211, 212, 285, 286,

287, 288, 289, 290, 379, 380, 437, 438, 449, 452, 453, 472,

474, 510, 556, 557, 558, 615, 616, 626

" of the Committee on Police 106, 142, 192, 193, 213, 239, 455

" of the Committee on the contested seat of Andrew Miller,

of Third Ward 126

" of the Committee on Gas 135, 137, 138, 291, 378

" of the Committee on Law 389, 624

" of the Committee on Port Wardens, Public Landings, and

Wharves 144,215,381,459, 563

" of the Committee on Markets 214, 383

" of the Committee on Poor 457

" of the Committee on Trusts and Fire Department... 144, 109,

19(), 292, 408, 455, 475, 476, 559, 615

" of the Committee on Surveys and Regulations 167, 337, 616

" of the Committee on Claims 145, 150, 168, 382, 617

" of the Special Committee on Printing.... 217

" of the Committee on City Property 228

" of the Special Committee on the Rural Districts 229

" of the Special Committee to confer with Messrs. Purdy,

Phillips & Robinson, in relation to the contract for the

construction of a Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph 245

" of the Special Committee on Shii)pen street Market 367

" of the Special Committee for and against a reduction of the

Police Force 369

" of the Special Committee to investigate the claim of Lane

Schofield 417, 512

" of the Committee of Conference, on the ordinance relating

to dogs running at large in the City of Philadelphia 477

" of the Committee (partial) on resolution, relative to an

iron fence at railroad crossings 480

" of the Committee on Conference, on the ordinance to make

an appropriation to the Fire Department 521



INDEX. XXXI

PAOE.

Report of the Special Committee appointed to investigate the dam-

ages done to James Harper & Co 522

" of the Special Committee on petition from the Board of

Health 535

" of the SiDecial Committee appointed to investigate certain

alterations in the bids of Moore street culvert 538

" of the Special Committee on Parrish street culvert 538, 627

" of the Committee of Conference on the ordinance to remit

or refund to tax payers of the rural districts of the City

of Philadelphia G09

" of the Special Committee of Ways and Means, appointed

Sept. 6, 1855 671

Railroads, City, election of Superintendent of 41

9

" " Superintendent of, submitting his securities 428

Remonstrance against the construction of a passenger railroad on

Arch street 550
" from residents of Penn square, protesting against the

location of a market stand in Oak street 653

Resolution relative to Common Council being organized 35
" relative to rules of order 3G
" to appoint a committee of inquiry as to what abuses

have occurred in the administration of the public

affairs of this City, &c 37
*' relative to the clerk furnishing Councils a list of all

officers in each department, &c 37
" relative to meeting in convention to elect a transcribing

clerk 39
" relative to appointing a joint committee of two to wait

on the Mayor, &c 39
" relative to the Standing Committees of Councils. 39, 48, 71
" of inquiry into the present condition of the City finances. 40
" tendering a cordial welcome to Governor Pollock 57
" relative to members speaking not longer than five mi-

nutes 70
" relative to consolidating the Department of Wharves

and Landings and the Department of Highways,

Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing the City 73, 575
" relative to consolidating the Department of Market

Houses and the Department of City Property 73, 575
" relative to a reduction of the i)olice force, supervisors,

&c., in the rural Wards, &c...'. 74
" providing for the reduction of the expenses of the City, 75
" relative to the time of meeting of the Committee on the

Third Ward contested election case 76
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Resolution to appoint a Special Committee of five in relation to the

cheapest and best means of advertising the City-

ordinances 76
" relative to procuring certified copies of the Act of Con-

solidation 7G
" relative to reporting a supplement to an ordinance for

the regulation of the Fire Department 82, 83

" relative to publishing "An Ordinance to authorize a

loan to pay claims against, and to defray expenses of

the Corporation" 86
" relative to paving certain streets 88
" " " repaving certain streets 89
"

to discontinue work at the Markets, in Franklin street

near Second 95

" requiring the City Controller to report the sources from

which the revenues and funds of this City are de-

rived, &c 96

" requiring the Receiver of Taxes to report the amount of

taxes that has been assessed for the current fiscal

year 97
*' requiring the City Treasurer to report what revenues

are payable directly to his department 98
" requiring the City Solicitor to report the amount of the

respective debts with the control of his department.. 98

" requiring the Commissioner on City Property, to report

a schedule of the City Property in charge of his de-

partment 99

" requiring the Chief Commissioner of Highways to report

what piiblic work, within his department, has been

authorized or contracted for, &c 99

" requiring the Chief Engineer and Surveyor to co-operate

with the said Chief Commissioner of Highways in

certifying the estimates of such work 99

" requiring the Commissioner of Markets to report the

amount of revenue derivable from the property in

charge of his department, &.c 99

" requiring the Commissioner of Wharves and Laoidings,

to report the amount of revenue which will be pro-
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(V)



XXXiV INDEX.

PAOE.

Resolution directing the Committee on Police to report an ordinance

prohibiting the forming of trains of carts, &c., in the

highways of the City 148

" requiring the Chief Engineer and Surveyor to report

what work within his department has been authorized

or contracted for, and what money has been expended 148

" requesting the Committee on City Property, to furnish a

schedule of the property now held by the City, not

i-equired for corporation pui-poses •,
148

" relative to the habit of boys bathing and fishing along

the wharves 149

" directing inquiry into the expediency of having a cul-

vert constructed on Front street, to connect with the

Cohocksink creek 149

" relative to the printing, binding and stationery required

by this Council 149

" to give notice of the intended opening of certain parts

of Vienna street, Twentieth street, and Franklin

street IGO, 193

" directing Franklin avenue, from Third to Apple street,

to be paved 161, 193

" directing the construction of a culvert from the south

to the north side of Franklin avenue, in Fourth

street 161, 193
" relative to the Second Survey District 167
" relative to the record of plans and register of surveys

of the old arrangement of districts 167
" relative to the revision of grades in the Twenty-second

Ward 167
" to the opening or grading of streets or avenues 167
" and ijreamble relative to the common practice of running

trains of cars over the City railroad 173, 577
" relative to leasing the public hall in Third street.. ..185, 205

" relative to publishing an ordinance to pay the fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth instal-

ments on the subscription to the capital stock of the
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JOURNAL

COMMON COUNCIL.

MONDAY, May 7th, 1855.

The members elect of Common Council met this day, in

pursuance of the fifth section of the Act of Consolidation, at

the Council chamber, in Independence Hall, at 10 o'clock in

the forenoon.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the clerk ofthe former Council (J. M. Riley)
act as clerk of this Council for the present.

Which was agreed to.

The same gentleman also

Moved that the course pursued by the House of B*^" >
sentatives for their organization be adopted as the same for

the organization of this body.

Which was agreed to.

The credentials of members were then called for, when
the folloAving were presented to wit

:

1st Ward, Richard M. Berry,

John A. Houseman,
Charles S. Dunk.
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2d Ward, George M. Sandgran,

James Davenport,

James M. Gibson,

John Fuller, Jr.

3d Ward, Andrew Miller,

John Welsh,

Francis Borie.

4th Ward, M. J. Dougherty,
Alexander Martin,

Andrew J. Baker.

5th Ward, Stillwell S. Bishop,

William M. Baird,

William S. Winship.

6th Ward, Joseph L. Chester,

0. H. P. Parker^

Lewis R. Broomall.

7th Ward, James C. Hand,
Alexander Henry,
George W. Biddle,

William Duane.

8th Ward, Charles B. Penrose,

Frederick W. Grayson.

9th Ward, William C. Patterson,

Thomas W. Vaux,
Abraham Baker.

10th Ward, Thomas Marsh,

Thomas Davis,

M. H. Treadwell,

James A. Freeman.

11th Ward, Samuel Barton,

John F. Mascher,

Samuel Stevenson.

12th Ward, William P. Hacker,-

Thomas W. Steeling,

Lewis Bremer.

13th Ward, Robert S. Reed,
Henry T. King,

William H. Moore.
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14tli Ward, William Conrad, '

Thomas Craven,

Jacob E. Ridgway.

15th Ward, Robert Newell, •

G. F. Gordon,
Hiram Miller.

16th Ward, Joseph Taylor,

C. B. Roberts,

J. Washington Miller,

William M. Parham.^

17th Ward, C. B. F. O'Neill, '

James Gay,
Dominick Murphy.

18th Ward, A. F. Hoppel,

H. Bumm,
A. W. Green.

19th Ward, Chas. S. Peall,

Daniel M'Cleary,

James M'Adams.

20th Ward, Joseph Manuel, Jr.,

George A. Binder,

Aaron P. Bilyeu.

21st Ward, John F. Preston,

John Dyer,
William Levering.

22d Ward, Spencer Roberts,

Thomas J. Roberts,

Charles R. Bockius.

23d Ward, David S. Hassinger,

John M'Mullen,

Nicholas Brouse,

Samuel C. Willetts.

24th Ward, D. C. Enos,

John F. Knorr,
John Hancock.
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FIRST WARD.

PMladelpTiia, May 1, 1855.

To Charles S. Dunk.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election held on 1st instant, you
were duly elected a member of Common Council, for the

First Ward.

Chas. M. D. Smith,

Jacob Layer,

Stephen C. Chatham,

S. G. Hamilton,

Preston Brearley,

Joseph Bruce,

Peter Vautier,

Edward Ellis,

Charles Mink,

Judges,

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Richard M. Berry, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of the Common Council,

for the First Ward.
Chas. M. D. Smith,

Jacob Layer,

Stephen C. Chatham,
S. Gr. Hamilton,

Preston Brearley,

Edward Ellis,

R. W. McCallister, Sr.

Joseph Bruce,

A. W. Corgee,

Frederick Volkmer,
Chas. A. Mosler,

Judges.
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Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Mr. John A. Houseman,

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Comicil, for

the First Ward.
Chas. M. D. Smith,

Jacob Layer,

Stephen 0. Chatham,

S. G. Hamilton,

Preston Brearley,

Edward Ellis,

Joseph W. Bruce,

'

Judges.

SECOND WARD.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To John Fuller, Jr., Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a Common Councilman, of the Second

Ward.
Wm. J. Gregory,
Washington B. Quigley,

Robert Lee,

Wm. R. Black,

John McCloskey,

Jos. C. Tittermary,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To James M. Gibson, Esq.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st instant,
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you were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Second

Ward.
Wm. J. Gregory,
Washington B. Quigley,

Robert Lee,

Wm. R. Black,

John McCloskey,

Jos. C. Tittermary,

Judges.

Fhiladelphia, May 2, 1855.

To Geo. M. Sandgran, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Second

Ward.
Wm. J. Gregory,

Washington B. Quigley,

Robert Lee,

Wm. R. Black,

John McCloskey,
Joseph C. Tittermary,

Judges*

PMladelpJiia, May 2, 1855.

To Jas. Davenport, Esq.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Second

Ward.
Wm. J. Gregory,
Washington B. Quigley,

Robert Lee,

Wm. R. Black,

John McCloskey,
Jos. C. Tittermary,

Judges.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. f

THIRD WARD.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To John Welsh.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council, of the

Third Ward.
A. S. Redstreake,

James Smith,

C. Wright,

Terence Monaghan,
Archibald McLean,
Wm. Armstrong,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To F. J. BoRiE.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Third Ward.
A. S. Redstreake,

James Smith,

C. Wright,

Terence Monaghan,
Judges.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Andrew Miller. '

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of the Common Council of

the Third Ward.
James Smith,

C. Wright,

Terence Monaghan,
Archibald McLean,
Wm. Armstrong,

A. S. Redstreake,

Judges.
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FOURTH WARD.
Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

Andrew J. Baker, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Fourth Ward.
Joseph n. Sharp,

James McQuaid,
Ezekiel Pew,
Henry T. Coleman,

Andrew McGrath,
James McCullen,

M. J. V. D. Huey,
M. Livezy,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

M. J. Dougherty, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of the Common Council of

the Fourth Ward.
Joseph H. Sharp,

Ezekiel Pew,
James McQuaid,
Henry T. Coleman,

Moses J. V. D. Huey,
James McCullen,

Andrew McGrath,
M. Livezy,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Alex. Martin, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of th6

Fourth Ward.
Joseph H. Sharp,

Ezekiel Pew,
Henry T. Coleman,
James McCullen,

James McQuaid,
Moses J. V. D. Huey,

Judges.
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FIFTH WARD.
Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To Wm. M. Baird, Esq.

Sir :—At an election held on the first instant, you were

duly elected a member of Common Council for Fifth Ward.
G. W. Gillingham,

Nathan Hall,

John Robb,
Wm. S. McGlue,

Judges.

Robert Perry,

Return Judge.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To Wm. S. Winship, Esq.

Sir :—At an election held on the first instant, you were
duly elected a member of Common Council for Fifth Ward.

Jesse Franklin,

G. W. Gillingham,

Nathan Hall,

John C. Robb,
Wm. S. McGlue,

Judges.

Robert Perry,

Return Judge.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To S. S. Bishop, Esq.

Sir :—At an election held on the first instant, you were
duly elected a member of the Common Council for Fifth

Ward.
G. W. Gillingham,

Nathan Hall,

John C. Robb,
Wm. McGlue.

Judges.

Robert Perry,

Return Judge.

2
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SIXTH WARD.
Philadelphia, 3Iay 2, 1855.

0. H. P. Parker, Esq.

Sir :—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were

duly elected a member of Common Council of the Sixth

Ward.
Samuel E,. Reed,
Charles L. Hughes,

J. Loudenslager,

Michael Carlin,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Lewis R. Broomall.

Sir :—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were

duly elected a member of Common Council of the Sixth

Ward.
Samuel R. Reed,
Charles L. Hughes,

J. Loudenslager,

Edmund Allen,

Michael Carlin,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Jos. L. Chester, Esq.

Sir:—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were
duly elected a member of Common Council of the Sixth

Ward.
Samuel R. Reed,
Charles L, Hughes,
J. Loudenslager,

Edmund Allen,

Michael Carlin,

Judges.
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SEVENTH WARD.
Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To Wm. Duane, Esq.

Sir :—At a INIunicipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Seventh Ward.
Wm. H. Morgan, Jr.

Enoch Thorn, Jr.,

John F. Hutchinson,

Andrew McGirr,

Joseph McMorris,

Thomas Wilson,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To George W. Biddle, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Seventh Ward.
Wm. H. Morgan, Jr.

Enoch Thorn, Jr.

John F. Hutchinson,

Andrew McGirr,

Joseph McMorris,

Thomas Wilson,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To Alexander Henry, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Seventh Ward.
Wm. H. Morgan, Jr.

Enoch Thorn, Jr.

John F. Hutchinson,

Andrew McGirr,

Joseph McMorris,

Thomas Wilson,

Jvt^dges.
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CertMcate of James C. Eand from the Court of Common
Pleas for the City and County of Philadelphia.

Amono; other matters of record it is thus contained

:

In the matter of the election for Common Council for

the City of Philadelphia, in the various Divisions of the

Seventh Ward, held May 1st, 1855, the following persons

received the number of votes opposite their names, viz

:

Aiexanuer xienry ni

James C. Hand '



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. Jg

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Mr. Fredekick W. Grayson.

Sir :—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were
duly elected a member of the Common Council for the Eighth

Ward, for the ensuing year.

John C. Martin,

Robert Luther,

William Swift,

Henry J. Mclntire.

tZudges.

NINTH WARD.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Mr. W. C. Patterson.

Sir :—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were

duly elected a member of the Common Council of Ninth

Ward.
Joseph Beitler,

S. Archer Batturs,"

J. B. Lancaster,

Samuel Field,

Sermon Home,
Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Mr. Abraham Baker.

Sir :—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were

duly elected a member of Common Council of Ninth Ward.

Joseph Beitler,

S. Archer Batturs,

J, B. Lancaster,

Sam. Field,

Sermon Home,
Judges.
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Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Mr. Thomas W. Vaux.

Sir :—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were

duly elected a member of Common Council of Ninth Ward.

J. B. Lancaster,

Joseph Beitler,

Sermon Home,
Sam. Field,

James T. Desmond,

Judges.

TENTH WARD.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.
'

To James A. Freeman, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Tenth Ward.
S. Bell, Jr.,

Caleb H. Needles,

S. Williamson,

James Warrin, Jr.,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To M. H. Treadwell, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Tenth Ward.
S. Bell, Jr.,

Caleb H. Needles,

S. Williamson,

James Warrin, Jr.,

Judges.
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Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To Thomas Marsh, Esq.,

Sir:—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of

the Tenth Ward.
S. Bell, Jr.,

Caleb H. Needles,

S. Williamson,

John J. Davis,

James Warrin, Jr.,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Thomas Davis, Esq.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Tenth Ward.
S. Bell, Jr.,

Caleb H. Needles,

S. Williamson,

James Warrin, Jr.

Judges.

ELEVENTH WARD.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Samuel Stevenson.

Sir :—At an Election held on the 1st inst., you were
duly elected Common Councilman of the Eleventh Ward.

Samuel L. McKinney,
Judge.

George F. Culin,

William W. Keyser,

Clerks.
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Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Samuel Barton.

Sir :—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were
duly elected Common Councilman of the Eleventh Ward.

Samuel L. McKinney,
Judge.

George F, Culin,

William W. Keyser,
Clerks.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To John F. Mascher,

Sir :—At an election held on the 1st instant, you were
duly elected Common Councilman of the Eleventh Ward.

Samuel L. McKinney,
Judge.

George F. Culin,

William W. Keyser,

Clerics.

TWELFTH WARD.

We, the Judges and Inspectors of an Election, held on

Tuesday the 1st day of May, A. D. 1855, in and for the

Twelfth Ward, of the City of Philadelphia, at the several

Election Districts thereof, for the purpose of electing Com-
mon Council, having met this day, according to law, at the

house of in said Ward, and carefully compared
the returns from the several Election Districts of the said

Ward, do hereby certify, that Henry Speisse, received 879
votes ; Lewis Bremer, 901 ; Thomas James, Sr., 8G4 ; Wm.
P. Hacker, 898 ; Charles M. Wagner, 892 ; Thomas W.
Steeling, 899 ; Samuel Lloyd, 1.

And we do further certify, that Lewis Bremer, Wm.
P. Hacker, and Thomas W. Steeling, had the highest num-

ber of votes polled for Common Council, as aforesaid, and

therefore are, and hereby are declared duly elected for the

said Ward of the City of Philadelphia.
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In testimony whereof, we, the Judges, have hereunto

set our hands and seals this 2d day of May, in the year of

our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty five.

F. Pierson,

J. J. Sommer,
Abraham Nippes,

H. J. Rees,

Judges.

THIRTEENTH WARD.

Philadelpliia, May 1, 1855.

To R. S. Reed.

Sir:—At an Election held on the 1st instant, you
were duly elected Common Councilman of the Thirteenth

Ward.
John Victory,

W. J. Wagner,
Robert Buckman,
Jno. Hancock,
E. S. Rowand,

Judges.

PMladelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Henry T. King.

Sir:—At an Election held on the 1st inst., you were
duly elected a Common Councilman of the Thirteenth Ward.

John Yickery,

W. J. Wagner,
Robert Buckman,
Jno. Hancock,

E. S. Rowand,

Judges.

3
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Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Wm. H. Mooke.

Sir :—At an Election held on the 1st instant, you
were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Thirteenth

Ward.
John Yickery,

W. J. Wagner,
Robert Buckman,
Jno. Hancock,
E. S. Rowand,

Judges.

FOURTEENTH WARD.

We, the Judges and Inspectors of an Election, held on

Tuesday, the first day ofMay, A. D. 1855, in and for the Four-

teenth Ward, of the City of Philadelphia, at the several

Election Districts thereof, for the purpose of electing Com-
mon Councilmen, having met this day, according to law, at

the house of Isaac Cressman, in said Ward, and carefully

compared the returns from the several Election Districts of

the said Ward, do hereb}'' certify, that Jacob E. Ridgway,
received 1330 votes ; Thomas Craven, 1350 ; Wm. Conrad,

1339 ; W. B. Thomas, 875 ; S. R. Evans, 858 ; E. R. Nor-

ney, 852.

And we do further certify, that Jacob E. Ridgway,
Thomas Craven and Wm. Conrad, had the highest number
of votes polled for Councilmen, as aforesaid, and that there-

fore they are hereby declared duly elected to the Common
Council for the said Ward of the City of Philadelphia.

In testimony whereof, we, the Judges, have hereunto set

our hands and seals, this second day of May, in the year of

our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-five.

^ W. W. Weeks,
M. Mendenhall,

Robert S. Dunlap,

Samuel F. Edenborn,
Judges.
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FIFTEENTH WARD.

We, the Judges and Inspectors of an Election, held on
Tuesday, the 1st day of May, A. D. 1855, m and for the

Fifteenth Ward, of the City of Philadelphia, at the several

Election Districts thereof, for the purpose of electing mem-
bers of Common Council, having met this day, according to

law, at the house of Jacob Beckley, in said Ward, and care-

fully compared the returns from the several Election Dis-

tricts of the said Ward, do hereby certify, that Charles Van-
horn received 1084 votes ; Thomas McGrath, 751 ; Joseph
Ferrall, 960 ; Leander Cridland, 346 ; Hiram Miller, 1122

;

Robert Newell, 1085 ; George F. Gordon, 1088.

And we do further certify, that Hiram Miller, Robert
Newell and George F. Gordon, had the highest number of

votes polled for members of Common Council, as aforesaid,

and that therefore they are hereby declared duly elected

members of Common Council for the said Ward of the City

of Philadelphia.

In testimony whereof, we, the Judges, have hereunto
set our hands and seals this 2d day of May, in the year of

our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty.

Jno. K, Satterfield,

Thomas Learney,

David Boyd,
John W. McAnulty,
E. 0. Jackson,

Bernard Farrel,

Judges.

SIXTEENTH WARD.

PhiladeljMa, May 1, 1855.

To Joseph Taylor.

Sir:'—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected Common Councilman of the Sixteenth

Ward.
E. A. Woods,

Return Judge.
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PJdladelpliia, May 1, 1850.

To J. Washington Miller.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the first inst.,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Sixteenth Ward.
E. A. Woods,

Return Judge.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Charles B. Roberts.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Sixteenth Ward.
E. A. Woods,

Return Judge.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To William M. Parham.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

yon were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Sixteenth Ward.
E. A. Woods,

Return Judge.

SEVENTEENTH WARD.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To C. B. F. O'Neill.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected Common Councilman of the Seven-

teenth Ward.
Wm. Beaty,

Michael Devlin,

James McDonald,
Dennis Donovan,
Eton C. Guyn,

Judges.
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Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.
To James Gay.

Sir:—At a Municipal' Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected Common Councilman of the Seven-

teenth Ward.
Michael Devlin,

William Beaty,

E. C. Gruyn,

Dennis Donovan,
James McDonald,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.
To DoMiNiCK Murphy.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Seven-
teenth Ward.

James McDonald,
Michael Devlin,

William Beaty,
Dennis Donovan,
E. C. Guyn,

Judges.

EIGHTEENTH WARD.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.
To Alpheus W. Green.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st instant,

you ^Yere duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Eighteenth Ward.
Samuel Weyant,
William Leatherbury,

Jacob Marpel,

Samuel B. Duvall,

Judges.

John P. Wightman,
George W. Thatcher,

Albert White,

Benjamin Paxon,

Ahab Hunter,

Inspectors.
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Pliiladclphia, 3Iay 1, 1855.

To A. F. HoppEL.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Eighteenth Ward.
Samuel Weyant,
William Leatherbury,

Jacob Marpel,

Samuel B. Duvall,

Judges.

George W. Thatcher,

Albert White,

Benjamin Paxon,

Ahab Hunter,

Inspectors,

Certificate of Henry Bumm from the Gourt of Common
Pleas for the City and County of Philadelphia.

Among other matters of Record, it is thus contained

:

In the matter of the Elections for members of the Com-
mon Councils, for the City of Philadelphia, in the various

Divisions of the Eighteenth Ward, held May 1, 1855, the

following persons received the votes set opposite to their

names, viz :

—

Alpheus W. Green, had 1083 votes.
'

Henry Bumm, " 1094 "

A. F. Iloppel, " 1042 "

Harlan Ingram, " 650 "

Christian Sheetz, " QQQ "

Wm. H. Rotan, " 675 "

Certified from the Records, May 7, 1855.

James G. Gibson,

Prothonotary.
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NINETEENTH WARD.

PhiladeljjJiia, May 1, 1855.

To James McAdams.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Nine-
teenth Ward.

John McLaughlin,
Samuel Montooth,

John Morris,

Jacob Moser,

Samuel Jenkins,

James A. McDonald,
James Meade,
John Pace,

Jos. A. McDaniels,
Henry Mather,

Judges.

Philadelphia^ May 1, 1855.

To Daniel McCleary.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Nine-
teenth Ward.

Samuel Montooth,
John McLaughlin,
John Morris,

Jacob Moser,

Samuel Jenkins,

James A. McDonald,
James Meade,
Samuel Hoove,
John Pace,

Joseph A. Taylor,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 1, 1855.

To Charles S. Peall.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,
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you were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Nine-

teenth Ward.
John ISIcLaughlin,

Samuel Montooth,

John Morris,

Jacob Moser,

Samuel Jenkins,

James A. McDonald,
James Meade,
Samuel Hoove,
John Pace,

Joseph A. Taylor,

Daniel Miller,

Judges.

TWENTIETH WARD.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

George A. Binder.

Sir:—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant;

you were duly elected a Common Councilman of the Twen-
tieth Ward.

A. B. Winder,
John D. Rosenberger,

P. W. Birmingham,*

William H. Nichols,

W. H. Matthews,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Joseph Manuel, Jr.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected Common Councilman of the Twen-
tieth Ward.

A. B. Winder,
Jno. D. Rosenberger,

P. W. Birmingham,
William H. Nichols,

AV. H. Matthews,

Judges.
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Certificate of Aaron P. Bilyeu from the Court of Common
Pleas for the City avid County of Philadelphia.

Among other matters of Record, it is thus contained.

In the matter of election for members of the Common
Council for the City of Philadelphia, in the various divi-

sions of the Twentieth Ward, held May 1, 1855, the follow-

ing persons received the votes set opposite their names, viz

:

A.
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Philadelphia , May 2, 1855.

Mr. John Dyer.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Twenty-first Ward.
Thomas Mullen,

Jesse Shoemaker,

B. Bartle,

John Campman,
Abm. L. Rittenhouse,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

Mr. John F. Preston.

Sir :—At a Municipal election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council of the

Twenty-first Ward.
Thomas Mullen,

Jesse Shoemaker,
B. Bartle,

John Campman,
Abm. L. Kittenhouse,

Judges.

TWENTY-SECOND WARD.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To Charles R. Bockius.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected a member of the Common Council of

the City of Philadelphia, from the Twenty-Second Ward.
Jacob Rorer, 1st Precinct.

Jonathan Engle, 2d "

W. H. Lehman, 3d "

P. H. Coulter, 4th "

Gideon Keyser, 6th "

W. Bitting, 7th

Judges.
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PJiiladelpJiiaj May 2, 1855.

To Spencer Roberts.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected a member of the Common Council of

the City of Philadelphia, from the Twenty-Second Ward.

Jacob Rorer, 1st Precinct.

Jonathan Engle, 2d "

W. H. Lehman, 3d "

P. H. Coulter, 4th "

Gideon Keyser, 6th "

W. Bitting, 7th "

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To Thomas J. Roberts.

Sir:—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st inst.,

you were duly elected a member of the Common Council of

the City of Philadelphia, from the Twenty-Second Ward.

Jacob Rorer, 1st Precinct.

Jonathan Engle, 2d "

W. H. Lehman, 3d "

P. H. Goulter, 4th "
Gideon Keyser, 6th "

W. Bitting, 7th

Judges.

TWENTY-THIRD WARD.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To S. C. WiLLETTS.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,
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you were duly elected a member of the Common Council of

the Twenty-third Ward.
Amos Thorp,

Jesse Comly,
M. Bomeisler,

James L. Weyant,
B. Clift,

Jef'n H. Cottman,

Owen Haines,

Joseph Kinsley,

Judges.

PhiladelpJiia, 3Iay 2, 1855.

To John McMullen.

Sir:-—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duh' elected a member of Common Council, of the

Twenty-third 'Ward.
M. Bomeisler,

B. Clift,

Joseph Kinsley,

Owen Haines,

Jef'n H. Cottman,

Silas Tomlinson,

Amos Thorp,

Judges.

Philadelphia^ May 1, 1855.

To Nicholas Brouse.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Comicil, of the

Twenty-third Ward.
James L. Weyant,
George Wells,

B. Clift,

Joseph Kinsley,

Owen Haines,

Jef'n H. Cottman,

Silas Tondinson,

Amos Thorp,

Judges.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 29

PJiiladelplda, May 2, 1855.

To David S. Hassinger.

Sir :—At a Mv;nicipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of Common Council, of the

Twenty-third Ward.
M. Bomeisler,

B. Clift,

Joseph Kinsley,

Jef'n H. Cottman,

Silas Tomlinson,

Amos Thorp,

Judges.

TWENTY-FOURTH WARD.

Certificate of Joseph L. Han eoch from the Court of Covnmon
Pleas for the City and County of Philadelphia :

Among other matters of Record, it is thus contained:

In the matter of the Election for members of the Com-
mon Council, for the City of Philadelphia, held May 1, 1855,
in various divisions of the Twenty-fourth Ward, the follow-

ing persons received the votes set opposite their names, viz.

:

J. F. Knorr, had 836 votes.

Joseph L.Hancock, had 846 votes.

Joseph Hancock, " 5 "

D. C. Enos, " 817 "

Isaac Leech, Jr., " 797 "

Thomas T. Butcher, " 730 "

Philip Lowry, Jr., " 643 "

A. M. Eastwick, " 251 "

Chas. Peeler, " 2 "

Certified from the Record^ May 7, 1855.

James G. Gibson,

Prothonotary.
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Philadeljjlda, May 2, 1855.

To J. F. Knorr.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election, held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of the Common Council,

for the Twenty-fourth Ward.
Wm. M. Leech,

John L. Frailey,

Evan Jones,

Jesse B. Beem,
Thos. Thomas,

Judges.

Philadelphia, May 2, 1855.

To D. C. Enos.

Sir :—At a Municipal Election held on the 1st instant,

you were duly elected a member of the Common Council, of

the Twenty-fourth Ward.
Wm. M. Leech,

John L. Frailey,

Evan Jones,

Jesse B. Beem,
Thos. Thomas,

Judges.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to call the roll of members.

Which was agreed to.

When 76 members answered to their names, to wit

:

Messrs. Baird,
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.. Dougherty,
Duane,
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King, Manuel, Marsh, Hiram Miller, Moore, M'MuUen,
Newell, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway,
Spencer Roberts, Sandgran, Steeling, Treadwell, Willetts.

41, voted for William P. Hacker.

Messrs. A. J. Baker, Abraham Baker, Barton, Biddle,

Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty, Duane, Gay^
Hancock, Hacker, Levering, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, An-

drew Miller, J. Washington jNliller, Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, C. B. Roberts, T. J.

Roberts, Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh and Winsliip.

33 voted for David S. Hassinger.

Mr. Hassinger voted for Jos. Taylor.

Mr. Henry voted for James C. Hand.

Mr. William P. Hacker having received a majority of

all the votes, was declared duly elected President.

Mr. Hassinger then administered the oath to the Presi-

dent elect, who returned thanks in an appropriate speech.

The members were then called up in front of the clerk's

desk, and duly sworn or affirmed by the President.

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the Rev. Joseph H. Jones be invited to

open this, the first session, with prayer.

Which was agreed to, when

Messrs. Gordon and Penrose

Introduced said gentleman, when he invoked the bless-

ings of Divine Providence on the deliberations of this Council.

Messrs. Miller and Beideman,

Committee from Select Council, informed, that that

body are now organized, and ready to receive any commu-
nication this Council may please to transmit it.

Mr. Bishop

Presented a communication from John Quincy Adams,
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soliciting the re-election as one of the Assistant Clerks of

Common Council.

Which was laid on the table.

Mr. JManuel

Moved to proceed to the nomination and election of a

Chief Clerk.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Bumm nominated John M. Riley.

Mr. M'Cleary nominated Thomas W. Duffield.

Comicil proceeded to vote viva voce, when the clerk

reported seventy-five votes were cast.

Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Binder, Bishop, Broomall

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk
Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson

Greene, Hand, Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Manuel
Marsh, JMiller (Hiram), Moore, M'^NIullen, Newell, Parham
Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Steeling, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Pre-

sident.

43 voted for John M. Riley.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty,
Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Mur-
phy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts

(T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

32 voted for Thomas W. Duffield.

John M. Riley having received a majority of the votes,

was declared duly elected Chief Clerk to Common Council.

Mr. Newell moved to proceed to the nomination and
election of Assistant Clerk.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Hoppel nominated Christopher W". Steel.

Mr. Dougherty nominated J. J. Gallagher.

Mr. Winship nominated John Quincy Adams.
5
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Council proceeded to vote viva voce, when the clerk

reported seventy-five votes cast.

Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Binder, Bishop, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk,

Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Greene, Pland, llenry, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Manuel,

Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Moore, M'Mullen, Newell, Parham,

Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed, RidgAvay, Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Steeling, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Pi'e-

sident.

43 voted for Christopher W. Steel.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty,

Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (AndrcAv), Miller (J. Washington), ]\Iur-

phy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts

(T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh, V/inship.

32 voted for J. J. Gallagher.

Christopher W. Steel having received a majority of

votes, was declared duly elected Assistant Clerk.

Mr. Newell

Moved to proceed to the nomination and election of two

Messengers.

Which was agreed to, when

Mr. Berry nominated James Zimmerman.

Mr. Newell nominated Edward J. Fox.

Mr. Peall nominated John M. Graefl'.

Mr. O'Neill nominated Allen Voorhees.

Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Binder, Bishop, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk,
Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Green, Hand, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh,

Miller (Hiram), Moore, M'Mullen, Newell, Parham, Parker,

Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sand-

gran, Steeling, TreadAvell, Willetts, Hacker, Preddent.

42 voted for James Zimmerman and Edward J. Fox.
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Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-
ton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty,
Duane, Gay, Hancock, flassinger. Levering, Knorr, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), jNIiller (J. Washington), IMnr-

phy, M'x\dams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Ro-
berts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

32 voted for John M. GraefF and Allen Voorhces.

James Zimmerman and Edward J. Fox having received

a majority of the votes, were declared elected Messengers
of Common Council.

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the Clerks and Messengers be sworn.

Which was agreed to.

The President then administered the oath or affir-

mation to each of the officers.

Mr. Grayson

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That a message be sent to the Select Council

to inform that body that this branch has effected its organi-

zation ; that Wm. P. Hacker, a member from the Twelfth

Ward, has been elected Speaker, and John M. Riley, Clerk
thereof; and that it is now ready to receive any communi-
cation, and that the Clerk do go with said message.

Which was read twice, when

Mr. Penrose

Moved to modify the resolution, to strike out all after

the word Resolved, and insert " That a committee of two

be appointed to wait upon Select Council, to inform them

that this Council is now organized, by the election of Mr.

Hacker as President and John M. Riley as Clerk, and ready

to proceed to business."

Which modification was accepted, and the resolution as

modified was adopted, and

Messrs. Grayson and Patterson were appointed said

committee.
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Mr. Penrose

Moved that a Joint Committee of two from eacli

Chamber be appointed to wait on the Mayor, and inform

him that these Councils are noAv organized, and ready to

receive any communication he may have to make.

Which was agreed to, and

Messrs. Penrose and Biddle were appointed on the part

of Common Council.

Select Council concurred ; and appointed

Messrs. Hutchinson and Higgins as said committee.

Mr. Dougherty

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That until otherwise ordered, the rules and

regulations which were in use by the last Councils, be

adopted for the use of the present Councils.

Which was read twice, and agreed to.

Mr. Houseman

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the members of Common Council pro-

ceed to drawing for seats.

Which was read twice, and agreed to.

The Clerk placed the name of each member in a sepa-

rate envelope, and as he drew one out, handed it to the

President, who called the member's name, and he then chose

his seat. After the members had all chosen their seats,

Council proceeded to the regular business, when

Mr. Penrose

Offered the following Preamble and Resolution

:

Wherea3, Although at all times it is the duty of the

representatives of the people to guard with vigilant assidu-

ity their interests, and to promote the general welfare, yet
ought they especially so to do, when the people in the exer-

cise of the elective franchise, plainly indicate to their repre-

sentatives the popular belief that abuses have occurred, and
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do exist in public affairs, which require reform. The indi-

cation of the general prevalence of such an opinion, is not

only manifested in the daily walks and conversation of our

citizens, but has been constitutionally exjjressed in the

recent election, by which the legislative power of this city

has been vested in the jDreseut members of the City

Legislature. And,

Whereas, In these circumstances, a rigid and thorough

scrutiny into public affairs is as imperatively demanded, as

it is required in the discharge of the duty of the representa-

tive with fidelity. And,

WJiereas, Although much may have been done amiss,

so emphatically condemned by the people, may be, and no

doubt is, beyond the reach of constitutional remedy ; and

many abuses from their very nature, although capable of a

measure of redress, may be difficult of detection or of direct

evidence, yet the duty of such scrutiny is not the less im-

perative, and may, if in no other measure of reform, result

in the effective judgment and condemnation by p^lic
opinion and in legislative action, to prevent in future the

errors and abuses of the past. Therefore,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed whose duty it

shall be to inquire whether any, and if any, what abuses

have occurred in the administration of the public affairs of

this city ; and whether any, and what legislation is required

in regard to the same.

And further, to inquire whether the expenses of the

City Government, with a proper regard to a wise economy,
and the efficiency of administration, may not be reduced

;

and generally to report such measures of reform as may
correct and restrain evil, lessen the public burdens, and
conduce to the general welfare.

Which was laid on the table for the present.

Mr. M'Cleary

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to furnish Coim-
clls a list of all officers in each Department, the names, and
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salaries, and Avliat duty they perform under the government
of the City.

Department of Water, from tlie Chief Engineer to the

coal heaver and watchmen of reservoir and engine houses.

Department of Gas, from tlie Superintendent of Gas
houses to every man employed about them.

Department of Girard Estate.

Department of Police.

Department of Highways.

Department of City Property.

Fire Department.

Department of Health.

Department of Poor.

Department of Prison.

Department of Schools.

* Department of Landings and WharA^es.

Department of Market Houses.

Department of Law.

And all others that are employed by clerks of Councils,

and others not here enumerated.

Which having been read and being under consideration,

he Avithdrew the same to hear the report of Mr. Penrose,

Chairman of the Joint Committee, appointed to Avait upon
the Mayor.

Mr. Penrose

Reported that the Committee had Avaited on the Mayor,
who had stated he would be ready to report to Councils on
next Thursday Aveek.

Mr. M'Cleary

Then rencAved the adoption of the resolution ofi'ered by
him.

Which was read twice and agreed to.
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Mr. Hoppel

Offered the following resolution.

Resolved, That Select Council be informed that this

Council will be ready at the next stated meeting, to meet

them in convention, for the purpose of electing a transcri-

bing clerk.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have organized by se-

lectino; the following officers.

President, John P. Verree.

Clerk, Joseph Wood, Jr.

Assistant Clerk, John K. Zeilin.

Messenger, Jacob Smith.

Also,

They have passed the following resolution, and ask con-

currence.

Resolved, That a Committee of two from each Chamber
be appointed to wait upon the Mayor, and inform him that

Councils are now organized and in session, and ready to re-

ceive any communication he may desire to make.

And have appointed Messrs. Hutchinson and Higgins,

as said Committee.

Common Council concurred,

And appointed Messrs. Penrose and Piddle on the part

of Common Council.

Mr. Penrose

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the standing Committees to be appointed

by Common Council, be the separate Committees of this

house, as a branch of the City Legislature.
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Which was twice readjAvhen

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed, and made the special order of the day for the

next stated meeting of Councils.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend, " and that the President do not ap-

point any of the Standing Committees until the Resolution

be acted upon."

Which amendment was accepted.

On the motion, as amended, the yeas and nays were

demanded by Messrs. Gibson and lioppel.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bid-

die, Bilyeu, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Bockius,

Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Dougherty, Dyer, Gordon, Gray-

son, Green, Hand, liassinger, Henry, Hoppel, Houseman,
Knorr, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy,
M'Adams, M'Cleary, Newell, Parham, Patterson, Penrose,

Ridgway, Roberts (C.B.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T.

J.), Steeling, Taylor, Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh, Willets.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Berry, Binder, Chester,

Davenport, Davis, Duane, Dunk, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Han-

cock, Levering, King, Manuel, Marsh, Mascher, M'Mullen,

O'Neill, Parker, Preston, Reed, Sandgran, Stevenson, Win-

ship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 43 ; nays 26.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That a Committee of five be appointed to

inquire into the present condition of the City Finances.

Which was read, when
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Mr. Ridgwaj

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof

until after the Committees are appointed.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Patterson and Biddle.

And being ordered, were as folloAVs

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Broomall, Bumm, Ches-

ter, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller,

Gibson, Gordon, Green, lioppel. Houseman, King, Manuel,
M'Mullen, Newell, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed,
Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steeling, Hacker,
Preddevit.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Bockius, Davis,

Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Grayson, Hancock, tla,nd, Has-
singer, Henry, Levering, Knorr, Marsh, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Ro-
berts (T. J,), Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh,
Willets, Winship.

Yeas 31 ; nays 38.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend the resolution by striking out " Com-
mittee of Five," and inserting " Standing Committee on
Finance, when appointed."

Mr. Gibson

Moved to amend the amendment, by adding, " and that

said Committee be instructed also to inquire what amount
of debt has been paid by the late City Government, for old

contracts made by the old Districts.

Which Avas subsequently withdrawn.

On the amendment the yeas and nays were demanded
by Messrs. Patterson and M'Cleary.

6
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And being ordered were as follows, to wit

:

Yeas— Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Binder, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk,

Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hop-

pel, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham,

Parker, Penrose, Preston, Keed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Steeling, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Pre-

sident.

Nays—Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),

Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dough-

erty, Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Le-

vering, Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Wash-

ington). Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson,

Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor,

Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 36 ; nays 34.

Which was agreed to.

The question then recurring on the adoption of the

resolution as amended, the yeas and nays were demanded

by Messrs. Penrose and Bumm.

And being ordered were as follows, to wit:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Biddle, Bilyeu, Binder, Broom-

all, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis,

Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Gray-

son, Green, Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Manuel,

Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Pres-

ton, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steel-

ing, Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty, Han-

cock, Hand, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,

M'Cleary, O'Neill, Peall, Roberts (C, B.), Roberts,

(T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Wi»ship.

Yeas 42; nays 26.

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Hoppel

Moved that Council do now adjourn until Thursday

afternoon, at three o'clock.

Which was agreed to.

Adjourned.
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THURSDAY, May 10th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J.,

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Berry,

Biddie,

Binder,

Bilyeu,

Bishop,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bockius,

Bumm,
Chester,

Conrad,
Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Duane,
Dunk,
Dyer,

Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,

Grayson,

Green,

Hancock,
Hand,
Hassinger,

Henry,
Hoppel,
Houseman,

Messrs. Levering,

King,

Knorr,
Manuel,

Marsh,
Martin,

Mascher,

Miller, Andrew,
Miller, Hiram,
Miller, J. Washington,
Moore,
M'Adams,
M'Cleary,

Newell,

O'Neill,

Parham,
Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Preston,

Reed,
Bidgway,
Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

Steeling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vaux,
Welsh*,

Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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Mr. Bumm

Moved the reading of the Journal be dispensed with.

Mr. Penrose

Objected, -when

Mr. Bumm
Withdrew his motion.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved that the further reading of the Journal be dis-

pensed with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Presented a petition from citizens of the Fifteenth

Ward, contesting the election of Robert Newell, returned

as a member of the Common Council from said Ward. (^See

Appendix^ No. 1).

Which was read, when

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the President proceed to draw the names
of a committee, in the matter of the contested election of

Robert Newell, of the Fifteenth Ward.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the contestant, Mr. Vanhorn, be admitted

to a seat upon the floor, to object, if he desired to do so.

Which was agreed to.

Council then proceeded, in conformity to the Act of

Assembly, in relation thereto.

The following gentlemen were selected as the Commit-

tee, to wit

:

Messrs. John F. Preston, Hiram Miller, Robert S.

Reed, William H. Moore, James C. Hand, Alexander Mar-
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tin, Francis Borie, John M'Mullen, William Levering, Chas.

S. Dunk, W. S. Winship.

Who were dul}^ sworn and affirmed.

Mr. Penrose

Presented a communication from Charles Gilpin and

St. George Tucker Campbell, Esqrs., attorneys for Dobbin
and Warfield, merchants, Baltimore, calling the attention

of Councils to a communication submitted by them in the

latter part of April, for coal furnished N. Knowles for

Spring Garden Gas Works.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Claims.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a bill of Thomas Gogerty, for interest on

contract for building the Thompson street culvert, amount-

ing to $849 62^.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Claims.

Mr. Reed

Moved that the Committee on the contested seat be

instructed to meet at eight o'clock, this evening, in the Com-
mittee Room.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Presented a petition from owners of property and resi-

dents on Spring Garden street, west of Broad, asking to

have said street, east of Sixteenth street, curbed and graded.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Offered in place, and presented to the Chair, a bill

entitled "An Ordinance to open Wallace (late St. Andrew's)

street, from Broad to Sixteenth, in Fifteenth Ward."

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways.
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The President

Presented the following communication from Strickland

Ivneass, Chief Engineer and Surveyor : •

Department of Surveys,
)

Office of Chief Engineer and Survej'or, I

Philadelphia, May 1th, 1855.
)

Wm. p. Hacker, Esq.,

President Common Council.

Dear Sir :—The Board of Surveyors elected under
the " Supplement to the Act of Consolidation," passed

April 20, 1855, met on Saturday, May 5th, and organized

by electing Strickland Kneass, as Chief Engineer and Sur-

veyor, they have taken the usual oath of office, and are now
ready for the transaction of business.

Yery respectfully,

Strickland Kneass,

Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

The Clerk of the Mayor being introduced, presented

the following; message in writiu'i;

:

Mayor's Office,

Philadelphia, May 10, 1855.

To the Common Council of the City of Philadeljjhia :

Gentlemen :—I have approved and signed the follow-

ing Ordinances, viz

:

An Ordinance entitled "An Ordinance to authorize a

Loan to pay the third instalment on the subscription to

the Capital Stock of the North-Western Railroad Company."

An Ordinance entitled "An Ordinance making an ap-

propriation to John Ritterson, Police Officer, for injuries

sustained in the discharaie of his duties.

An Ordinance entitled "An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to pay for the Gold used in the manufacture of

certain Medals, and for the balance due for the workmanship

of the same."

An Ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to the Department of Highways, Bridges, Sew-
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ers and Cleansing of the City, to pay upon the terms here-

in mentioned, for certain work pcriormed by virtue of a

certain contract."

An Ordinance entitled "A Supplement to an Ordinance

approved January 13th, 1855, entitled an Ordinance to

make an appropriation for the payment of certain claims

therein mentioned."
R. T. COXRAD,

3Iayor.

Also, the following

:

Mayor's Office,
)

Phila., May 10, 1855.
f

To the President of the Common Council :

Sir :—I herewith respectfully return the bill entitled

" Resolution adopted by Select and Common Councils at

the City of Philadelphia, the twenty-sixth day of April, A.
D., eighteen hundred and fifty -five," from which it becomes

my duty, under the twenty-first section of the Act of As-

sembly, entitled " A Supplement to the act consolidating

City of Philadelphia," to withhold my signature.

R. T. Conrad,

3Iai/or.

Which were severally read and laid on the table.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to proceed to the consideration of the resolution

relative to the " Standing Committees," offered by him at

the last meeting of Council, the same being the special

order of the day.

Which was agreed to.

The question being on the second reading and conside-

ration thereof,

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend, to strike out all after Resolved, and

insert the following resolutions ; and further to amend, by
prefixing the following preamble, to wit

:

WhereaSj By the Act entitled, " A further Sujlplement
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to an Act entitled, an Act to incorporate the City of Phila-

delphia," passed the second day of February, 1864, by
which the boundaries of the City of Philadelphia were ex-

tended, and all its corporate powers enlarged and modified,

it is provided in the fourth section thereof, that " the legis-

lative powers of the said City, shall be vested in two bodies,

to be called the Select and Common Councils :" and in the

fifth section thereof, that " the members of the Select and

Common Councils," " shall " " organize in separate cham-

bers."

And whereas, It is essential to the proper exercise of

legislative powers, that Committees—standing or select

—

should from time to time be appointed : and when such

legislative powers are vested in two bodies—required to be

organized in separate chambers, it is as requisite and neces-

sary that each should possess the power to appoint such

Committees ; and that, therefore, the necessary implication

from the express terms of the law which so vests the legisla-

tive power of the City in two bodies, and require that each shall

organize in a separate chamber, is that each chamber shall

possess the powers proper for the transaction of business as

a distinct branch of the legislature, among which is the

power to appoint Committees—either standing or select

—

either separate of each branch, or joint by the concurrent

action of the separate chaiiibers, and to determine the mode
in which such Committees shall be appointed.

A7id ivJiereas, Such power thus conferred by the or-

ganic law,—as it does not require for its existence any or-

dinance or law of the City Councils—so neither can it be

taken away, nor abridged by any such action.

And whereas, While that organic law wisely forbids

to the members of Council, whether as a committee or

otherwise, " the performance of any executive duty what-

ever," it is not less imperative in its general terms, in re-

quiring that the executive power should not be invited or

permitted to encroach upon the powers properly vested in

the Councils, or in the separate chambers thereof. There-

fore

Resolved, That this chamber does possess the power

to appoint Committees—either standing or select—either as

T
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the separate Committees of this chamber, or joint by the

concurrent act of this, and the chamber of the Select Coun-

cil. That as this power exists by the organic law, it is

neither conferred, nor can ifbe taken away or abridged by

an Ordinance, and such an Ordinance, so far as it may pro-

pose to control or abridge the power of future Councils, is

illegal and void.

Besolved, That the following Standing Committees, to

consist of six members, shall be appointed by the President

of this chamber, to wit

:

1. A Committee of Finance.

2. A Committee on Department of Water works.

'

3. A Committee on Department of Gas works.

4. A Committee on Girard Estates.

6. A Committee on Department of Highways, Bridges,
SeAvers, Culverts, and Cleansing the City.

6. A Committee on Department of City Property and
Public Grounds.

7. A Committee on Department of Police.

8. A Committee on Trusts and Fire Department.

9. A Committee on Department of Health.

10. A Committee on Department of Poor.

11. A Committee on Department of Prisons.

12. A Committee on Department of Schools.

13. A Committee on Surveys and Regulations.

14. A Committee on Railroads.

15. A Committee on Claims.

16. A Committee on Port Wardens, Public Landings,
and Wharves.

17. A Committee on Department of Law.

18. A Committee on Market Houses.

Resolved, That the said standing Committees, so to be
appointed as aforesaid, shall from time to time in their dis-

cretion act in conjunction with like Committees to be appoint-
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ed by the Select Council, if the Select Council should ap-

point such Committees or separately, bvit in all cases sub-

ject to the direction and control of this Chamber.

Resolved, That there shall also be appointed in manner
aforesaid,

19. A Committee to compare Bills, and present the

same to the Mayor for his approval, -which Committee shall

consist of three members and act in conjunction with a sim-

ilar Committee to be appointed by the Select Council.

20. A Committee on the Cash Account of the City
Treasurer, to consist of members, to act in conjunction

with a similar Committee to be appointed by the Select

Council, which Committee shall perform the duty required

by the 10th section of the Act.

Resolved., That each of the said Committees shall per-

form the duties appropriate to a committee of this chamber,
and maintain a supervision of the department for which it

is the proper committee, but neither the said committee,

nor any member thereof, shall make any disbursement of

corporate money, nor audit the account thereof, nor perform
any other executive duty whatever, except so far as by the

twentieth section of the act of the 20th of April, 1855, the

supervision of Councils shall extend to and judge the cha-

racter of all work and material done and furnished for the

City, and to the sanctioning of the accounts and vouching

therefor, according to the provisions of the said section.

Resolved, That the President of this Chamber shall ap-

point twelve committees of visitation of the Girard College

of Orphans, to consist of six members each. The said com-
mittees shall each serve for one month successively, in the

order in which they shall be arranged by the President, and

shall visit the said College at least once in the month for

which it is appointed, and examine the condition thereof,

and report the same.

Resolved, That the President shall not appoint any

other committee, unless the appointment of such committee

be authorized by the vote or order of this Chamber.

Resolved^ That the resolutions passed by the concurrent
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action of the Select and Common Councils, on the fifteenth

day of June, A.D. 1854, whereby the members of Councils

were appointed to take charge, and have the direction of all

matters in the late City of 'Philadelphia, and in the rural

Districts, Townships, Boroughs and parts of the County of

Philadelphia, which were consolidated with the City of Phil-

adelphia, and whereby the various officers of the said late

City and Districts, Avere required to account to and be under

'the control of the said respective committees, be and the

same hereby is annulled, rescinded and repealed, the said

resolutions being contrary to law.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to consider each resolution separately.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to lay the resolutions upon the table, and that

they be printed for the use of members.

Mr. Hoppel

Moved to amend to strike out " and that they be print-

ed for the use of members."

Which amendment was agreed to.

The question recurring upon the motion to lie upon the

the table,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gibson

and Hoppel.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs, Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broom-

all, Buram, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Ful-

ler, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Iloppel, Houseman, Levering,

King, Manuel, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parham,

Preston, Reed, Sandgran, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Boric, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius,

Chester, Dougherty, Duane, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Gray-

son, Green, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Knorr,

Marsh, Martin, Norton, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller
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(J. Washington), Moore, M'Adams, ]\rCleary, Parker,

Patterson, Peall, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Ro-

berts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Steeling, Stevenson,

Taylor, Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Yeas 28 ; nays 46.

Which was not agreed to.

The question now being on the first resolution,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, by substituting the following in lieu

of the resolutions, to wit:

Besohed, That the Common Council have the right

granted to them, by the Act of Consolidation, to complete

their own organization, as a separate and distinct branch of

the City Government, by the appointment of all committees

necessary for their body ; nevertheless, for the harmonious

workings of both branches of Councils, the President of

Common Council be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint

joint standing committees, as provided for in an ordinance,

entitled " An Ordinance providing for the appointment of

the Standing Committees of Councils," approved July 3d,

1854.

Which being under consideration,

Mr. Gibson

Moved the previous question.

And was sustained in the call by the following gentle-

men rising, to wit

:

Messrs. Gibson, Berry, Reed, Steeling, King, Gordon,
Treadwell, Davenport, Houseman, Manuel.

The question being, Shall the main question be now
put?

It was agreed to.

The question now being to substitute the resolution of

Mr. Gordon,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gibson
and Iloppel.
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And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas-—^Messrs. Barton, Berr^^, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop,

Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk,
Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Green,

Henry, lloppel. Houseman, Levering, Manuel, Mascher,

Miller (Hiram,) Miller (J. Washington), Moore, ISewell,

O'iS'cill, Pavliam, Preston, Reed, Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran,

Steeling, Hacker, Freaident.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Craven,

Dougherty, Duane, Grayson, Hancock, Hand, tiassinger.

Levering, Knorr, Marsh, Martin, JMiller (Andrew),
M'Adams, M'Cleary, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Penrose,
Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Stevenson,

Taylor, Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Yeas 38 ; nays 36.

Which was agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolu-

tion, and the same being under consideration,

Mr. Hoppel

Rose to a point of order, which being stated, is,

" That under the previous question, the gentleman from
the Eighth ward has no right to speak until the resolution

and amendment have been disposed of pending before the

House."

The Chair

Decided that the substitute being the main question,

upon which the previous question had been called, it there-

fore cuts off all debate.

Mr. Penrose

Appealed from the decision of the chair, but subse-

quently withdrew the same.

Mr. Freeman

Moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the
" substitute " was agreed to.
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Mr. Gibson

Rose to a point of order, -which being stated, was,

" Whether under the previous question, a member has

a right to move a reconsideration."

The Chair

Decided that if the member had voted under a mis-con-

ception of the question, it was perfectly in order.

The motion was then agreed to, and

On the motion to reconsider, the yeas and nays were

demanded by Messrs. Penrose and Patterson

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius,

Dougherty, Duane, Freeman, Grayson, Hancock, Hand,
Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Marsh, Martin, Miller (An-

drew), Miller (J. \Vashington), M'Adams, M'Cleary, Par-

ker, Patterson, Peall, Penrose, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts

(Spencer), Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broom-
all, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis,

Dmik, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Green,

Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Manuel, Mascher, Miller

(Hiram), Moore, Newell, O'Neill, Parham, Preston, Reed,

Ridgway, Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steeling, Hacker,

President.

Yeas 35 ; nays 37.

So the motion to reconsider was not agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Renewed his appeal, seconded by Mr. Biddle, to wit

:

" The President having decided that after the vote of

the Chamber, on the motion of the member from the Fifteenth

ward to amend the amendment of the member from the Eighth

Ward, by substituting that which he proposed, (here insert

amendment), and after the vote to sustain the previous

question, and the main question had been put on the amend-
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ment to the amendment, and the question recurring on the

original resohition as amended by the substitute, that the

vote for the previous question, and that question still pre-

vailed and cut oflF all debate on the resolution amended, the

member from the Eighth Ward being then on the floor and

addressing the House, the member from the Eighth appeals

from the decision."

Charles B. Penrose,

Geo. W. Biddle.

Mr. Hassinger was called to the Chair.

Mr. Conrad

Moved that the appeal be laid on the table.

On this question the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Penrose and Biddle.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Broomall, Brouse, Bock-

ius, Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Enos, Gay, Gib-

son, Gordon, Hoppel, King, Manuel, Moore, O'Neill, Reed,

Ridgway, Roberts (T. J,), Sandgran.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Biddle, Binder, Borie, Bremer, Chester, Davis, Dough-

erty, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Fuller, Green, Hancock, Hand,.

Hassinger, Henry, Houseman, Levering, Knorr, Marsh,

Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller

(J. Washington), ^M'Adams, M'Cleary, Parham, Parker,

Patterson, Peall, Penrose, Preston, Roberts (C. B.), Rob-

erts (Spencer), Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts,

Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 22; nays 45.

So the motion was not agreed to.

The question being. Shall the decision of the Chair be

sustained ?

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Hoppel

and Fuller.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie,
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Broomall, Brouse, Bockius, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Cra-

ven, Davenport, Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Green, Hand, Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, Levering, King,

Knorr, Manuel, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Moore,

Newell, O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Pres-

ton, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Steeling, Stevenson, Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh,

Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Biddle^ Bremer, Hancock, Hassinger, Marsh, Martin,

Mascher, M'Adams, M'Cleary, Penrose, Taylor, Winship.

Yeas 55 ; nays 14.

So the decision of the President was sustained.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to suspend the further consideration of the re-

solution, to take up a resolution from Select Council on the

President's desk.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing resolution

:

Whereas, We have received information that James
Pollock, Governor of this Commonwealth, designs to make
an official visit to the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose

of examining our various public institutions, with the view

to make himself thoroughly acquainted with the great inte-

rests of our City, so intimately blended with the welfare of

the Commonwealth. Therefore,

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, that in behalf of the citizens of the

said City, we tender to Governor Pollock a cordial welcome,

and that the standing Committees of the respective Cham-

bers be, and they are hereby directed to afibrd to his excel-

lency every facility in the accomplishment of his object, by
inviting him to, and assisting in his visits to the various in-

stitutions and departments tor which they are the proper
8
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Committees, and that a Committee of five from each chara

ber be appointed to receive the Governor on his arrival in

the City to express to him this welcome, and present him

with a copy of this resolution, subscribed by the Presidents

of the respective chambers.

And have appointed the following gentlemen as said

Committee

:

Messrs. Roberts, Wainwright, Beideman, Ashton and

Wharton.

Common Council concurred.

And appointed Messrs. Grayson, Reed, Patterson,

Freeman and Hand as said Committee.

Mr. Hoppel

Moved that when this Council adjourn, it will adjourn

to Monday afternoon next, at 3 o clock.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Riddle

Moved that we now adjourn.

Agreed to.

Adjourned.
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MONDAY, May 14tli, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to adjournment.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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The President

Stated the first busmess in order to be the considera-

tion of the resohition of Mr. Penrose, as amended by the

substitute of Mr. Gordon, and

The question being on the adoption of the same,

Mr. Penrose

Asked leave to submit his reasons for voting against

the amendment.

Which was granted.

He then submitted the following

:

The undersigned enters on the Journal of this Chamber,

the following reasons for his vote against the amendment to

the amendment, offered by the member from the Fifteenth

Ward, to wit

:

The member from the Fifteenth Ward, offered as an

amendment to the pending amendment, and as a substitute

therefor, the following

:

Besolved, That the Common Council have the right

guarantied them, by the Act of Consolidation, to complete

their own organization as a separate and distinct branch of

the City Government, by the appointment of all committees

necessary for this body. Nevertheless, for the harmonious

working of both branches of Council, the President of Com-
mon Council be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint the

Joint Standing Committees, as provided for in an ordinance

entitled " An Ordinance providing for the Appointment of

the Standing Committees of Councils," approved July 3,

1854.

And the undersigned voted against the same

:

First. Because the said Ordinance requires that the

Joint Standing Committees therein named, shall be ap-

pointed by the respective presidents of the Select and Com-
mon Councils ammally.

Second. Because in so requiring that the said com-

mittees shall be appointed by the respective presidents, (if

the bodies authorized by, and called in that ordinance
" Standing Committees" of the respective Councils are con-
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sidered committees of Councils at all,) the ordinance takes

away from the Councils respectively the right to appoint

standing committees, and vests that right in the respective

Presidents, contrary to the Act of Assembly, which is the

organic, and for this purpose, the vsnpreme law, and which

the legislative powers of the City of Philadelphia are vested

in two bodies called the Select and Common Councils, the

members of which are expressly required to organize in

separate chambers.

Third. Because the bodies so called Standing Com-
mittees, and required by this Ordinance to he appointed as

aforesaid, although to be appointed from among the mem-
bers of Council, when appointed, are in no legal sense Com-
mittees of these chambers. They are appointed under the

Ordinance, by the respective Presidents—not by the author-

ity of the chambers, bvit by that of an Ordinance passed by
former Councils.

Fourth. Because the bodies so called Standing Com-

mittees, are appointed permanently for one year, and cannot

be removed or in any way controlled by the appointing pow-

er. For although the Presidents of Councils have, on the

organization thereof, the right annually to appoint, they

have no power to remove, or in any way control the bodies

appointed.

Fifth. Because, as these so called Standing Commit-

tees are appointed by the said Presidents, under and by
virtue of the said Ordinance, and not by the authority of

the Select and Common Councils, organized in separate

chambers, they can be neither removed, or in any way con-

trolled by the Councils.

Sixth. Because by the organic and supreme law, it is

expressly provided that "no member or members of Coun-

cil shall make any disbursements of corporate monies, nor

audit the accounts thereof, or perform any other executive

duty whatever."

Seventh. Because the so called Standing Committees

—not being appointed by Councils or their authority, but

by the authority of the Ordinance, they are as such officers

of the City government ; and therefore—not belonging to

the legislative department—essentially executive officers of
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that government, and they arc by siich Ordinance clothed

with a general supervision over said dcjiartnicnts, for the

exposure and correction of evils and abuses, in the way and
manner which they in their discretion may think best-—not

being required to report to the Councils, except only in the

cases of the '• Committee on Railroads," and the " Commit-
tee on Claims," and the Committee of visitations to the Gi-

rard College ; which latter Committees have the discretion

either to report to the Standing Committee of visitation, or

to Councils, as they may think proper : and the Committee

on the Departments of City Property and the Committee
on the Girard Estate are expresdij required to perform ex-

ecutive duties, as all the others are by implication.

Eiijlitli. Because the said Committees so constituted,

are required t^ be appointed of members of the Councils,

and the members of Councils are expressly forbidden to

perform any executive duty whatever, and are therefore

forbidden in any way to become members of the executive

government.

Ninth. Because the Presidents of the Select and

Common Councils are also members of their respective

chambers, and are equally, with the other members, forbid-

den to exercise any executive duty : and this Ordinance re-

quires them to perform, in the appointment of these execu-

tive bodies, one of the highest functions of executive gov-

ernment.

Tenth. Because the Standing Committees so to be ap-

pointed for one year, are wholly irresponsible ; and while

they exercise duties affecting the interests of the citizens in

every department of the government, they are neither re-

quired to give security, nor take an oath for the faithful

discharge of their high duties : thus without responsibility

themselves, having the power to relieve, and in a degree re-

lieving the heads of the several executive departments over

which they are appointed, and who do give security and

take an oath for the faithful performance of their duties,

from that responsibility. Executive bodies so constituted,

and having such powers fastened on and made part of the

City government, will tend, in the opinion of the under-

signed, to generate abuses and cover malversation. For
these reasons, the undersigned firmly believes that the Or-

dinance in question is illegal and void.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 63

He has found no difficulty in the suggestion, that an
Oi'dinance cannot be repealed b}' the separate action of one

chamber. The Constitution of the United btates is the su-

preme hiAV'of the land. The Constitution of the State is the

supreme law of this Commomyealth—and the act of Assem-
bly by Avhich the City government is organized, is the su-

preme law in that government. And while we recognize no
higher law than these, laws passed by the legislative poAver

which are repugnant to such supreme law, are absolutely

null and void.

It is not necessary that they should be repealed. They
are of no effect whatever. It is laid down even in England,

as an elementary principle, that " Acts of Parliament dero-

gatory from the power of subsequent Parliaments, hind oiot;^^

and it is added, " because the legislature being in truth the

sovereign power, is always of equal—ahvays of absolute

authority. It acknowledges no superior upon earth, which

the prior legislature must have been, if its ordinance can

bind a subsequent Parliament." 1 Blackstone's Commen-
taries, p. 90.

Equally important is an Ordinance of a former Council,

to bind a subsequent one, in a matter in which the power of

both is derived from the organic law, and under that law,

equally absolute.

The argument that the Supreme Court of the State

had jurisdiction to inquire into, and correct the action of

these chambers in the mode of their organization, if sin-

cerely put, belongs to that class of gross ignorance which

cannot be enlightened to comprehend the proper functions

of the different branches of our government. The mode of

organization of these chambers, in respect to the appoint-

ment of Committees, must be decided here : and however
erroneous, it is not the subject of judicial cognizance. The
remedy for such errors, is in the tribunal of the people—

a

tribunal to Avhich also belongs the case of the demagogue
who professes to be the friend of reform before the election,

to deceive the people, and who afterwards mocks them for

their folly in committing a trust to unworthy hands. And
sooner or later that tribunal will be sure to apply the proper

corrective.

The undersigned believes, also, that the amendment of
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the member from the Fifteenth Ward is calculated-—al-

though he believes it was not so intended—to degrade this

chamber. For, while it asserts the right of the chamber to

api)oint"all Committees necessary for this body," "as a

separate and distinct branch of the City Government," and
thus shows a knowledge of the usurpation of the rights of

this chamber, nevertheless, for the " harmonious Avorking of

both branches of Council," proposes to yield to that usur-

pation, and to authorize the President to appoint the Joint

Standing Committees under the ordinance.

It does not belong to the principles of American liberty

to acknowledge the usurpation of right and tamely to sub-

mit to it ; although such submission is undoubtedly a pro-

minent feature in the harmonious working of despotisms,

where the submission of the slave conduces so much to the

complacency of the ruler.

Nor does the President of this Council, if the ordi-

nance in question be a valid ordinance, require the autho-

rity of this chamber to appoint the standing committees

under it ; for it certainly was well argued by the member
from the Seventeenth Ward, who proposed a submission to

the usurpation, that the power of appointment resided in

the President of this chamber, and that he was wanting in

fidelity to his high functions in not disregarding the cham-

ber, and appointing the Committee in spite of its action : an

argument well taken, as to the legal effect of that ordinance,

if it were a law, but demonstrating to every member who
has a just sense of his own rights, and the rights of the

people Avhom he represents, that the ordinance in question

is not law, but absolutely null and void.

And besides all this, this ordinance and the appoint-

ment of committees under it, displaces the power expressly

given by the organic law, " through" " proper committees"
" to maintain a supervision of each department," The
nature of which committees is shown by the law which vests

in them "for that purpose," the power to " require the pro-

duction and inspection of all books and papers," and " the

attendance of witnesses by subpoena," and the right " to ex-

amine them under oath or affirmation" : powers evidently

given for the mere purpose, not to act, but to examining

the acts of others. These committees are committees of
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Councils, to be appointed by and amenable to them under

this organic law, and not bodies appointed under an ordi-

nance vesting such appointment in a pai'ticular officer of

Councils.

Chas. B. Penrose.

Mmj 14, 1855.

Which was read, and ordered to be entered on the

Journal.

The yeas and nays, on the resolution as amended, were

demanded by Messrs. Gibson and Berry.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Bishop, Bremer, Broom-
all, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis,

Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Green,

Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, Manuel, Mascher, Miller (Hi-

ram,) Moore, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Preston, Reed, Ridgway,

Roberts (C. B.), Sandgran, Steeling, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty,

Duane, Freeman, Grayson, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger,

Levering, King, Knorr, Marsh, Martin, Miller (Andrew),

Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, Parker, Pat-

terson, Peall, Penrose, Roberts (Spencer), Stevenson, Tay-

lor, Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Yeas 35 ; nays 36.

The resolution as amended was not agreed to.

Mr. Hoppel

Here rose to a point of order, and being stated, is,

" That the house having adopted the substitute, and

afterwards voted the resolution, as amended, down, there is

now nothing before the Chair appertaining to the original

subject."

The Chair ruled the point not well taken.

Mr. Henry

Rose to a point of order, and being stated,

"Whether, as a resolution had been adopted at a

9



66 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [May 14,

meeting of Council, held May 7tli, 1855, in these words,
" Resolved, That until othenvise ordered, the rules and re-

gulations Avhich Avere in use hy the last Councils be adopted
for the use of the present Councils," the proceedings were
in order.

The Chair

Decided the whole proceedings were out of order, and
that he would now proceed to appoint the Committees.

Mr. Penrose

Then appealed from the decision of the Chair.

Mr. Patterson

On leave granted (whilst the gentleman was reducing

his appeal to writing), read in place, and presented to the

Chair, a bill entitled " An Ordinance repealing an Ordi-

nance entitled ' An Ordinance providing for the appoint-

ment of the Standing Committees of Councils, approved

July 3, 1854.' "

Which was read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Ridgway

Moved that the further reading and consideration of

the same be postponed for three weeks, and the same be

printed for the use of members.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Patterson and Ridgway.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—INIessrs. Bilyeu, Bremer, Bumm, Conrad, Gib-

son, Green, Hoppel, Houseman, jManuel, ]Moore, Parham,
Reed, Ridgway, Sandgran, Steeling.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Berry, Biddle, Bishop, Borie, Broomall,

Brouse, jjockius, Chester, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dough-

erty, Duane, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Gay, Gordon, Grayson,

Hancock, Hand, Ilassinger, Henry, Levering, King, Knorr,

Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram),
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Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Clearv, Parker, Pat-

terson, Peall, Penrose, Preston, Roberts (C. B.), iioberts

(Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell,

Vaux, Welsh, Willctts-, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 15 ; nays 5-1.

Which was not a!:i;reecl to.

The motion to proceed to the second reading and con-

sideration thereof was agreed to.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title of the bill being under consideration,

Mr. Hoppel

Moved to strike out the same.

On this question the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Hoppel and Bumm.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Bumm, Chester,

Conrad, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson,

Green, Hoppel, Houseman, Manuel, M'Mullen, Parham,

Reed, RidgAvay, Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steeling.

Nays—^Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomail, Brouse, Bockius,

Craven, Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Freeman, Gay, Gray-

son, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Levering, King,

Knorr, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), IMurphy, M'Cleary, Par-

ker, Patterson, Peall, Penrose, Preston, Roberts (C. B.),

Roberts (Spencer), Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell, Vaux,
Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 23 ; nays 47.

Which was not agreed to.

The title was then agreed to.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to suspend the rules, which forbid the reading
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of a bill twice upon the same day, and tha.t the bill be read

a third time by its title.

Which was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time by its title, and

On the question, Shall this bill pass ?

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Patter-

son and Peall. '

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse,

Bockius, Chester, Craven, Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Free-

man, Grayson, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Lever-

ing, King, Knorr, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), INIurphy, M'Cleary,

Parker, Patterson, Peall, Penrose, Roberts (C. B.), Rob-

erts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Tread-

well, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Bumm,
Conrad, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer^ Enos, Fuller, Gay, Gib-

son, Gordon, Green, Hoppel, Houseman, Manuel, Moore,

M'Mullen, Parham, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Sandgran,

Steeling, Hacker, President.

Yeas 46 ; nays 27.

So the bill was finally passed in manner and form fol-

lowing, to wit

:

" An Ordinance repealing an Ordinance entitled ' An
Ordinance providing for the appointment of the Standing

Committees of Councils, approved July 8d, 1854 :'

" Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia do ordain, that the ordinance entitled

' An Ordinance providing for the appointment of the Stand-

ing Committees of Councils, approved July 3d, 1854,' is

hereby repealed."

Select Council non-concurred.

Mr. Penrose

Then submitted his appeal, to wit

;
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" The President of this chamber having decided, at this

stage of the proceedings, that the resolution for the appoint-

ment of committees "svas out of order, and that he Avould,

without the consent, and against the will of a majority of

this chamber, appoint the standing committees, and on the

ordinance, entitled ' An Ordinance providing for the ap-

pointment of the Standing Committees of Councils,' although

repealed by this chamber, the undersigned appeals from the

decision of the Chair.

Chas. B. Penrose,
James A. Freeman,
J. Taylor.

May 14, 1855.

Which was read, when

Mr. Hassinger was called to the Chair.

And on the question " Shall the decision of the Chair

be sustained ?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Penrose

and Peall.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Berry,

Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Duane,

Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon,

Grayson, Green, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Hoppel, House-

man, Levering, King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, ^las-

cher, Miller (Hiram), Moore, Murphy, M'Mullen, O'Neill,

Parham, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Preston, Reed, Ridgway,

Roberts, (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.),

-Sandgran, Steeling, Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Biddle, Borie,

Dougherty, Hancock, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Wash-

ington), M'Cleary, Penrose, Stevenson, Taylor, VVinship.

Yeas 60; nays 13.

So the decision of the Chair was sustained.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from citizens of the Third Ward,
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contesting the scat of Andrew oMiller, returned as a member
of Common Council from taid Vv^ard. (^A/qjendix, JVo. 2.)

Wliich was read, when
,

Mr. Bumm
Moved to proceed to draw the Committee in the matter

of the contested election.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Dougherty

Moved that the contestant be admitted to a seat upon
this floor, to object if he desired to do so.

Which was agreed to.

Council then proceeded in conformity to the Act of

Assembly in relation thereto.

And the followino; gentlemen were selected as the Com-
mittee, to wit

:

Thomas Davis, Alexander Henry, D. C. Enos, Charles

B. Penrose, Charles S. Dunk, Lewis Bremer. M. J. Dough-
erty, Alpheus W. Green, John Dyer, James M. Gibson,

William M. Parham.

Who were duly sworn and affirmed.

Mr. Bumm
Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That in order to expedite public business, no

member shall be allowed to speak more than ten minutes

upon any one subject, nor more than twice, and that this

resolution shall remain in force for six months.

AVhich was read twice, when

'Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend, to strike out " ten," and insert "five."

Which amendment was accepted.

And the resolution as amended Avas agreed to.

Mr. Houseman

Presented a communication from Thomas Birch, Chief
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Commissioner of Highways, enclosing a copy of an Act of

Assembly, approved the 26th day of April, relative to the

opening of Tioga street, from Richmond street to the Frank-
ford Road.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways.

Mr. Penrose

Offered the following resolution

:

JResolved, That the Standing Committees to be ap-

pointed by the President, shall be the separate Committees
of this chamber, amenable to the jurisdiction thereof, and
that the first named member of each of the said Commit-
tees, shall be the Chairman thereof.

Which was read twice, when

The Chair - ,

Ruled the same out of order, at this stage of proceed-
ings.

Mr. Penrose

Appealed from the decision of the Chair, as follows:

"The President deciding that the foregoing resolution

is not in order, we take an appeal from the decision of the

chair."

C. B. Penrose,
Geo. W. Riddle.

On the question, " Shall the decision of the chair be sus-

tained ?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Penrose
and Riddle.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Raird,Raker (A J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Berry, Binder, Rilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Bremer,
Broomall, Brouse, Bumm, Chester, Craven, Davenport,
Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gay, Gibson,

Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Hen-
ry, Hoppel, Houseman, Levering, King, Knorr, Manuel,
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Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Iliram), Miller (J. Wash-
ington), Moore, Murphv, M'Clcary, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Par-
ham, Peall, Preston, Heed, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Rob-
erts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steeling, Tread-
well, Yaux, Welsh, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Riddle, Freeman, Miller (Andrew),
Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Stevenson.

Yeas 61 ; nays 7.

So the decision of the chair was sustained.

The President

Announced the following Standing Committees :

Finance.—Messrs. Craven, Chairman, Hand, Patter-

son, Penrose, Davenport, Knorr.

Water Works.—Messrs. Hassinger, Marsh, Bilyeu,

Conrad, Reed, Gay.

Cras Works.—Messrs. Manuel, Chairman, Butler,

Ridgway, Biddle, Treadwell, Berry.

Girarcl Estates.—Messrs. Berry, Moore, Henry, Bish-

op, Bumm, Barton.

Highways, Bridges, Setvers, ^-c, ^-c.—Messrs. Gibson,

Chairman, Binder, Houseman, Hoppel, Enos, Roberts,

(T. J.)

City Property.—Messrs. Bumm, O'Neill, Fuller, New-
ell, Davis, Bockius.

Yolice.—Messrs. Penrose, Chairman, Green, Daven-
port, Abm. Baker, Grayson, Bremer.

Trusts and Fire Department.—Messrs. Parham, Chair-

man, Parker, Winship, Gibson, Gordon, Miller, (J. W.)

Health.—Messrs. Roberts (C. B.),McMullen, Preston,

Steeling, McAdams, Sandgran.

Poor.—Messrs. Freeman, Chairman, Dyer, King,

Broomall, Hancock, ]\Iascher.

Schools.—Messrs. Roberts (Spencer), Taylor, Craven,

Miller (Hiram), Duane, Dyer.

Prisons.—Messrs. Ridgway, McCleary, Baker (A. J.),

Preston, Miller (Andrew), Manuel.
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Surveys.—Messrs. Roberts (Spencer), Chairman^
Willetts, Dunk, Borie, Conrad, Peall.

Railroads—Messrs. Hoppel, Chester, Stevenson. Steel-

ing, Reed, Vaux.

Claims—Messrs. Green, Chairman, Miller (Hiram),
Welsh, Marsh, Levering, Sandgran.

Law.—Messrs. King, Dougherty, O'Neill, Grayson,
Gordon, Freeman.

Port Wardens, Wharves and Public Landings.—
Messrs. Bishop, Chairman, Martin, Chester, Fuller, Baird
Willetts.

Markets.—Messrs. Newell, Chairman, Dunk, Parham
Brouse, Davis, Murphy.

Compare Bills.—Messrs. Houseman, Chairman, Has-
singer, Binder.

Visiting Committee, Grirard College, for 3Iay.—
Messrs. Preston, Chairman, Brouse, Baker (A. J.), King,
Willetts, Chester.

Mr. Hoppel ^
^

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Committee on Wharves and Public

Landings, be directed to inquire into the expediency of con-

solidating the Department of Wharves and Public Landings,

and the Department of Highways, Bridges, Sewers and
Cleansing the City, and report to Councils at their earliest

convenience.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Mr. Bumm
Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Committee on Market Houses, be

directed to enquire into the expediency of consolidating the

Department of Market Houses, and the Department of City

Property, and report to Councils at their earliest conveni-

ence.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

10
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Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from Charles Clare, asking the in-

troduction of the Avater pipes in Franklin street, from Seventh

to Eighth streets.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Presented a petition from citizens and property owners

on Orr street, Fifteenth ward, asking that the same may be

paved.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways.

Mr. Hoppel

Offered the following resolution

:

Besolved, That the Committee on Finance be directed

to enquire into the expediency of making such reduction of

the Police Force, Supervisors, &c., in the rural wards as

will make the rate of taxation more equitable between the

rural wards and the more thickly populated parts of Phila-

delphia, and report to Councils at their earliest convenience.

The resolution having been read, and being under con-

sideration,

Mr. Willetts

Moved to amend, to strike out all after " Resolved,"

and insert, " That a Special Committee of three be appoint-

ed, to ascertain and report, at as early a day as practicable,

the proportionate rate of taxation due by the rural districts,

under the supplement to the Act of Consolidation.

Which amendment was not aoireed to.
P

The question recurring on the original resolution,

Mr. Patterson

Moved to lay it on the table.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council they have passed the following

resolution

:
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Resolution providing for a reduction of the expenses of

the City.

Resolved, That a Joint Special Committee, to consist of

five members from each Chamber, including the Presidents

thereof, be appointed, whose duty shall be to make inquiry

upon the following subjects, to wit

:

1st. Whether it is expedient to reduce the police force

of the City, and if so, to what extent.

2d, To ascertain the number of clerics employed in the

several departments, and their salaries, and what reductions

or modifications are necessary.

3d. To make examination of the duties and labors of

the various departments, and report as to the propriety of

consolidating or reducino; their number.

4th. To inquire and report a plan whereby the printing

of Councils and Departments, may be regulated.

5th. To ascertain the revenues of the City from all

sources whatsoever arising, and all expenses and disburse-

ments of monies whatever, and make report of a plan to

equalize the assessments, and also a plan for the general

retrenchments of the expenses of the City.

6th. To inquire into the duties and salaries of heads of

the departments respectively, and the number and duties of

all persons employed by them, and make report as to the

expediency of diminishing the number and salaries of the

same, or either of them, and report by bill or otherwise on
the above subjects.

And have appointed the following named gentlemen

:

INIessrs. 0. P. Cornman, A. S. Roberts, T. J. Perkins,

I. N. JNlarselis and John P. Verree, President, a committee

on the part of Select Council.

Common Council concurred.

And appointed INIessrs. Bishop, Parker, Henry, Patter-

son and Hacker, President, as a Committee on the part of

Common Council.
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Mr Peall

Presented a petition from property owners and resi-

dents on William streets, in the Nineteenth Ward, asking to

have public lamps placed upon said street, from Richmond

street to the river DelaAvare.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police.

Mr. Gibson

Offered the following resolution :

Besolved, That the Committee appointed to try the

contested seat of the gentleman of the Third Ward be direct-

ed to meet this evening, at 8 o'clock, in the Committee Ptoom

of these Chambers.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Mr. Knorr

Offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a special Committee of Five be appoint-

ed to enquire and report to this body the cheapest and best

means of advertising the City Ordinances, and such other

matters as the law requires to be published.

Wliich was read twice and agreed to, and

The President

Appointed JNIessrs. Knorr, Bumm, Berry, Gordon, and

Gay, as said Committee.

Mr. Willetts

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Clerk of Common Council be di-

rected to procure certified copies of the Act of Consolida-

tion with supplement, and have 500 copies of the same

printed for the use of Councils.

Which was read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Hancock

Moved to amend, to strike out "500," and insert " 250."
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The amendment was accepted, and the resolution as

amended, was agreed to.

Mr. O'Neill (read in place, and)

Presented to the Chair, a bill entitled a supplement to

an Ordinance, entitled "An Ordinance to make an appro-

priation to the Department of Highways, Bridges, Sewers,

and cleansing the City, to pay upon the terms mentioned for

certain work performed by virtue of a certain contract,"

approved May 10, 1855.

Which was read, when

Mr. Biddle

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on Claims.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Moore

Moved to adjourn.

Agreed to.

Adjourned.
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THURSDAY, May 17th, 18-55.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J.,

Baker, Abraham,
Berry,

Biddie,

Bmder,
Bilyeu,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bockius,

Bumm,
Chester,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Duane,
Dunk,
Dyer,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,
Grayson,
Green,

Hancock,
Hand,
Hassinger,

Henry,
Ploppel,

Houseman,
Levering,

Messrs. King,

Knorr,

Manuel,

Marsh,

Martin,

Mascher,

Miller, Andrew,
Miller, Hiram,
Miller, J. Washington,

Moore,
Murphy,
M' Adams,
M'Cleary,

M'Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parham,
Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Preston,

Reed, <

Ridgway,
Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

Steeling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vaux,
Welsh,
Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 79

Mr. Preston

Moved that the readmg of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was not agreed to.

The Clerk proceeded with the reading.

Mr. Berry

Moved to dispense with the further reading thereof.

Mr. Penrose

Objected, and

The Clerk continued the reading.

Mr. Houseman

Moved to dispense with the further reading.

Mr. Penrose

Again objected, and

The reading of the same was continued to conclusion.

Mr. Penrose

Desired to have the Journal corrected, and moved to

refer the minutes to a special committee of three, of whom
the President shall be one, for examination and correction.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Penrose and Treadwell.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Biddle, Borie, Bockius, Duane,

Freeman, Grayson, King, Knorr, Marsh, Miller (J.Washing-

ton), M'^Cleary, Patterson, Peall, Penrose, Roberts (C. B.),

Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),

Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Bumm,
Chester, Davenport, Davis, Dougherty, Dyer, Enos, Fuller,

Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Hoppel,

Houseman, Levering, Manuel, Martin, Mascher, iNliller (Hi-

ram), Moore, Murphy, M'Adams, M'Mullen, Parham, Par-
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kcr, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.),

Sand<5ran, Steeling, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

Yeas 19 ; nays 45.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

jMoved to refer the same to the President for correc-

tion, and called the yeas and nays.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to lay the subject on the table.

On which motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Penrose and Parham.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Berry, Binder/

Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Davenport, Davis, Dyer,

Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hancock^, Hassinger,

Hoppel, Houseman, Levering, Manuel, Mascher, Miller

(Hiram), Murphy, M'Mullen, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Vaux, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Biddle, Bockius, Chester, Craven,

Dougherty, Duane, Freeman, Grayson, Hand, Henry, King,

Marsh, Martin, Miller (J. Washington), M'Adams, M'Clea-

ry, Parham, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Penrose, Roberts,

(C. B.), Steeling, Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell, W^elsh.

Yeas 33 ; nays 27.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Moore,

Chairman of the Committee on the contested seat of

Robert Newell, of the Fifteenth Ward, presented the follow-

ing report, to wit

:

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia

:

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of

citizens of the Fifteenth Ward, contesting the seat of Robt.

Newell as a member of this Council, respectfully report:
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That, upon iheir appointment, they immediately proceeded

to the discharge of the duties imposed upon them, and after

havin'^'- heard the evidence and arguments of the parties in-

terested, they have unanimously decided that Charles Van-

horn has received the highest number of legal votes for

Common Council for said Ward, and that he, Charles Van-

horn, be admitted to his seat as a member of Common Coun-

cil from the Fifteenth Ward.
Wm. H. Moore,

Cliairman.

James C. Hand,
Hiram Miller,

Alexander Martin,

R. S. Reed,
John F. Preston,

William Levering,

John M'Mullen,
W. S. WlNSHIP,
Francis J. Borie,

C. S. Dunk.
Committee Room, May 17, 1855.

The report was accepted.

Mr. Vanhorn was then sworn, and took his seat.

Mr. Berry

Moved to adjovirn.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Biddle and Penrose.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Binder, Bumm, Gordon, Green, Manuel.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker, (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Berry, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse

Bockius, Chester, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dougherty

Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson

Grayson, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Hoppel

Houseman, Levering, King, Knorr, Marsh, Martin, Maschcr

Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Pen-

rose, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spen-

11
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cer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steeling, Stevenson, Tay-

lor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Ilacker,

PrQBident.

Yeas 5 ; nays 62.

Which was not agreed to.

The President

Stated that as the Chief Clerk had left the room, it

would be necessary to appoint an assistant.

Mr. Gibson nominated Charles C. Wilson, who declined.

Mr. Joseph Wood was then selected for the post as

temporary clerk, and took the oath of office.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a memorial from forty-five non-accepting fire

companies, asking a repeal of the entire ordinance re-organ-

izing the Fire Department.

Which was read.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to -refer the same to a special committee of five.

Mr. Wiuship

INIoved the following amendment, which was accepted

by Mr. Stevenson

:

Resolved, That the memorial and supplement be refer-

red to the Committee on Trusts and Fire Department, and

that the Committee be instructed to report a supplement to

the ordinance for the regulation of the Fire Department,

makini!; such alterations in the said ordinance as Avill make
it acceptable to the Fire Department.

Mr. Welsh

Moved to amend the amendment to read, " That the

Committee be instructed to report an ordinance repealing
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the ordinance now in force regulating the Fire Depart-

ment."

And on the question of agreeing to the same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Henry
and Parham.

And being ordered, Avere as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Bremer, Bumm, Chester, Dougherty,

Gibson, Gordon, Green, liai^cock, Hoppel, Martin, jMascher,

Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Peall, Roberts

(C. B.), Stevenson, Vaux, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Berry, Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Borie, Broomall,

Brouse, Bockius, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Duane, Dunk,
Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Grayson, Hand, Hass-

inger, Henry, Levering, King, Knorr, Marsh, JNIiller (Hi-

ram), Parham, Parker^ Patterson, Penrose, Reed, Ridgway,
Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steeling,

Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Willetts, Winship, Hacker,
Preddent.

Yeas 20 ; nays 46.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the amendment offered by
Mr. Winship, vipon the suggestion and concurrence of Mr.

Stevenson, the amendment was modified to read as follows :

Resolved^ That the memorial and supplement be refer-

\ red to the Committee on Trusts and Fire Department, and
that the Committee be instructed to report a supplement to

the ordinance for the regulation of the Fire Department.

And on the question of agreeing to the same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Winship
and Baker.

And being ordered, were as follows ;

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham, Berry, Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Borie, Bremer, Broom-
all, Brouse, Bockius, Bumm, Chester, Craven, Davenport,

Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Ful-
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ler, Gay, Gibson, Gordon. Grayson, Green, Hancock, Hand,
Hassini^cr, llcnry, Kinp;, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Hiram), ^Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Pen-
rose, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer),
Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steeling, Stevenson, Taylor,

Treadwell, Vaux, Welsh, AVilletts, Winship, Hacker, Fre&i-

dent.

Yeas G4 ; nays 0.

So the resolution as modified was agreed to.

Mr. Knorr

Presented a petition from citizens of the Twenty-fourth

Ward, asking that permission be granted to occupy the two

squares on Market or Washington street, Avest of Park
street, in said Ward, as a market-stand for wagons.

Which was referred to the Committee on Markets.

Mr. Grayson

I
Presented a memorial from citizens of Philadelphia,

asking that arrangements may be made to continue the use

of Smith, Seckel & Co.'s sweeping machines, for the cleans-

ing of the public streets of the Citv, or at least those of the

Twelfth Ward thereof.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways.

Mr. P.aird

Presented a petition from the " Pennsylvania Steam-

Towing and Transportation Company," praying the removal

of ol)structions in the River Schuylkill, placed there by the

" Penrose Ferry Bridge Company."

Which was referred to the Committee on Port Wardens,

Public Landings, and Wharves.

' Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from citizens residing on Auburn
street, between Eighth and Is'inth streets. Second Ward,

asking to have the lamp in said street put in burning order.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police,
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Mr. Vaux

Presented a petition from oAvners and occupiers of

property on iVpple-tree Alley, from Fourth to Fifth street,

asking to have said sijuare repaved as early as practicable.

Which was referred, -without reading, to the Committee
on liigliAvays.

Mr. Hoppel

Presented a report from M. Z. Senderling, M. D., Vac-
cine Physician for the late District of Kensington, (East,)

accompanied by a bill for salary to April 1st, 1855.

Which was referred, Avithout reading, to the Commit-
tee on Health.

Mr. Fuller

Presented a petition from John Hetzell, lessee of

Christian street landing, asking that the accumulations of

dirt from the culvert at the foot of said landing, may be re-

moved.

Which was referred to the Committee on Port Wardens,
Public Landings and Wharves.

Mr. Hoppel

Presented a bill from M. Z. Senderling, M. D., for

professional services rendered to .John ilitterson. Police Of-

ficer, of the Eighteenth Ward.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police.

Mr. Fuller

Presented a petition from owners of ground fronting

on Cottage street. First Ward, asking to have said street

paved.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways.

Mr. Chester

Presented a petition from owners and occupants of pro-

perty in Fourth street, between Market and Chestnut streets,
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calling tlie attention of Councils to the wretched condition

of said street, and asking that the same may be repaved.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a petition from owners of property on Thomp-

son street, between Ninth and Tenth streets, asking that the

water pipes may be laid in said street, and the same paved

as soon as practicable.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance beg leave to offer the ac-

companying resolution, with bill annexed, and ask its

adoption.

Tiios. Craven,
Chairman.

James C. Hand,
CiiAS. B. Penrose,

J. F. Knorr,
0, p. cornman,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

W. 0. Kline,
James Davenport,
W. C, Patterson.

Committee Fioom, 3Iay 17th, 1855.

Jiesolved, That the Clerk be authorized and required

to publish in two daily newspapers of this City, daily, for

four weeks, the ordinance presented to the Common Council

on this seventeenth day of May, 1855, entitled " An Ordi-

nance to authorize a loan to pay claims against, and to de-

fray expenses of the Corporation ;" and the said Clerk, at

the stated meeting of Councils next, after the expiration of

four weeks from the first day of said publication, shall pre-
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sent to this Council one of each of the said newspapers for

every day in which the same shall have been made.

Which was twice read, and adopted.

The Ordinance was then read and ordered to be printed.

The Clerk of the Mayor being introduced, presented a

message in writing. QSee Ajqjeudix, N^o. o.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Hoppcl

Moved that five hundred copies of the message be print-

ed for the use of the members.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend to strike out " five hundred" and in-

sert " one thousand."

Mr. Dougherty

Moved to amend the amendment, to strike out " one
thousand" and insert " tw^o hundred."

Which was a,greed to.

On the question of agreeing to the motion, as amended,

It was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, &c., present-

ed the following

:

To the Select and Common Councils ;

The Committee on Highways report herewith resolu-

tions directing the paving of certain streets, asked for by
the property-holders ; also, the repaving of others reported
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by the Department as necessary, and recommend that they
be passed.

James M. Gieson,

Chairman.

AV. H. Stokes,

D. C, Enos,

0. p. cornman,
Alg'n S. Roberts,
A. F. HoppEL,
John A. Houseman,
Geo. a. Binder,
Tiios. J, Roberts.

Committee Jloom, 31ay 17, 1855.

Resolved^ That the Department of Highways be, and
they are hereby authorized and directed to cause the follow-

ing streets to be paved, to wit:

Reed street, from Seventh to Passyunk Road,

Hay street, from Sixth to Seventh street.

Fitzwater street, from Fifteenth to Ei<<;hteenth street.

Dickinson street, from Seventh to Eighth street.

Eleventh street, from Federal street to County Prison.

Fifth street, from Morris to Mifflin street.

Ninth street, from Federal street to Passyunk road.

Twenty-first street, from Chestnut to Locust, and Spruce

to Pine street.

Parrish street, from Twenty-second to Twenty-fourth street.

Wood street, from Nineteenth to Twentieth street, and from

Twenty-first to Twenty-third street.

Carlisle street, from Parrish to Poplar street.

Ogden street, from Carlisle to Fifteenth street.

Girard avenue, from Eleventh to Twelfth street, south side.

Girard avenue, from Thirteenth to Broad street.

Ontario street, from Girard avenue to Carroll street.

Green street, from Twenty-second to Twenty-fifth street.
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JeiFerson street, from Tenth to Eleventh street.

Tenth street, from JefiFerson street south to present paving.

Twenty-third street, from Coates to Parrish street.

Clinton street, from Poplar to Girard street.

Jackson street, from Brown to Parrish street.

Charlotte street, from Franklin avenue to Master street.

Franklin avenue, from Third to Apple street.

Jefferson street, from Second street to Germantown road.

Sixth street, from Montgomery street to Somerset street.

Huntingdon street, from Frankford road to Kensington

avenue.

Front street, from Montgomery to Harrison street.

Germantown road, from present paving to Susquehanna
avenue.

Huston street, from Duke to West street.

Dauphin street, from Sepviva to Front street.

Horstman street, from Johnston's lane to Reed street.

Seventh street, from Reed to Franklin street.

Susquehanna avenue, from Front to Second street.

Shippen street, from paving west of Broad to Seventeenth

street.

Provided, That no street shall be commenced until the

water pipes are laid therein.

Hesohed, That the Department of Highways be direc-

ted to repave the following streets, to wit

:

Mead street, from Front to Swanson street.

Shippen street, from Twelfth to Thirteenth street.

Chancery lane, from Arch street to Combe's alley.

St. James street, from Sixth street west 200 feet.

Queen street, from Shackamaxon to Marlborough street.

Sutherland street, from Christian to Queen street.

Nectarine street, between Eighth and Eleventh streets.

12
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Myrtle street, from Eleventh to Twelfth and from Thirteenth

to Ontario street.

Gilbert street, from Tenth to Kessler street.

Which was read twice, and the first resolution being
under consideration,

Mr. TreadAvell

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

Adjourned.
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THURSDAY, May 24th, 1855.

Council met, and being called to order,

Mr. Stevenson

Moved that rule second, requiring the roll to be called,

be dispensed with at this and future meetings of Council.

Which was not agreed to.

The roll was then called, and the following gentlemen

answered to their names :

Messrs. Baird,
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Messrs. Roberts, C. B., Messrs. Treadwell,

Roberts, Spencer, Vanhorn,

Roberts, T. J., Vaux,
Sandgran, Welsh,

Steelling, Willetts,

Stevenson, Winship,

Taylor, Hacker, President.

The President

Read a communication from John M. Riley, Clerk, dis-

avowing any intentional disrespect to the Chamber by the

course pursued by him at the last meeting, by leaving the

Chamber.

Which was laid on the table.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. O'Neill and Ridgway.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Broomall, Brouse, Bumm, Craven, Davis, Dougher-

ty, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Hand, Hoppel, Levering, King, Manuel, Mascher, Miller (J.

Washington), Murphy, M' A dams, M'MuUen, O'Neill, Par-

ham, Parker, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Vaux,

Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Bockius, Ches-

ter, Duane, Freeman, Hassinger, Henry, Knorr, ^larsh,

M'Cleary, Patterson, Penrose, Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh.

Yeas 40 ; nays 17.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a communication from Lane SchofielJ, ask-
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ing that measures may be taken for the payment of his con-
tract for constructing culverts in the late District of Penn.

Which, with the ordinance, was referred to the Com-
mittee on Highways.

Mr. Patterson

Moved a re-consideration of the vote, by which the
resolution was adopted at the last meeting, providing for the
loan of $1,000,000.

Which was agreed to.

And further: Moved to amend the Ordinance, by in-

serting the Word, " quarterly " between the words " appro-

priated " and " out," where they occur in second section in

said Ordinance.

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

"Sir. Iloppel

Presented a communication from Samuel Weyant,
owner of property on Frankford Road, through which
Vienna street has been extended, remonstrating against any
encroachment on the same, until the said street is lawfully

opened, and satisfaction made for the loss of the ground.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Mr. Chester

Presented a petition from the citizens of Philadelphia,

urging the early construction of a bridge over the River

Sdmylkill, at Chestnut Street, as provided for by the recent

Supplement to the Act of Consolidation.

Mr. Knorr

Presented two of similar import.

Which were read and laid on the table.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a communication from owners of property

on Long lane, agreeing to close the said lane from Seven-

teenth (late Schuylkill Sixth) street to Prime street, as
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provided l)y the Act of 1849, vacating the said lane, ac-

companied with a copy of said Act.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Mr. Craven

Presented a communication from Hon. William Bigler,

President of the Sunbury and Erie Railroad, inviting the

members to be present at a meeting of said Company, to be

held on the evening of the 24tli inst.

Which was read and laid on the table.

j\Ir. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property on
Twentieth street, between Cedar and Federal streets, asking

that the same may be paved.

Mr. King

Presented a petition from property owneis on Depot

Street, loth Ward, asking that the same may be re-paved

at an early date.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Plighways, &c.

Mr. Fuller

Presented a petition from Messrs. Simpson & Neill,

shipwrights, and proprietors of the " Sectional Floating Dry
Dock," situated in the Third Ward, earnestly recpiesting

speedy action may be taken in having the wharf line ex-

tended, and that they be allowed to build out their wharf,

on the north side of Christian street.

Which Avas referred to the Committee on Port Ward-
ens, Public Landings, and Wharves.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Presented a communication from En;relbert INTintzer,

oflFering to cleanse the streets of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth,

Fifteenth and Twentieth Wards, and re-paving the same at

a cheaper rate than is now done.
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Mr. Vaux

Presented a petition from owners of property and resi-

dents on TAvelfth street, between Market and Arch streets,

and on Filbert street, between Eleventh and Thirteenth

streets, asking for the construction of a sewer at the corner

of Twelfth and Filbert streets.

Which were severally referred (the last without read-

ing) to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Presented a petition from property owners on Green
street from Harvey to AValnut lane, and upon Walnut lane,

from Green to Wayne street, in the Twenty-second Ward,
asking that the public lamps may be placed on said streets.

Which was refered to the Committee on Police.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a communication from property owners in

the vicinity of the markets at Second and Franklin streets,

remonstrating against the action of the Chief Commissioner

of Markets, in erecting sheds at the end of said markets,

and

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Markets be,

and he is hereby required to discontinue the work in pro-

gress at the markets in Franklin street, near Second, and

he is further required not to commence any new work with-

out a resolution of Councils authorizing the same.

Which was read twice and adopted.

Select Coimcil concurred.

The President

Presented a communication from John Devereux, Pre-

sident of the Board of Trustees of the Ice boat, notifying

this Council that the term of William Cummings, Esq., as a

trustee of said boat, expires May, 1855.

Also,

A communication from W. H. Maurice, offering himself
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as an applicant for supplying blank books, printing, and
stationery for Council.

Also,

A communication from Justin E. Bird, oifering himself

as a candidate for the office of Transcribing Clerk of Coun-
cils.

Which were severally read and laid on the table.

Also,

A communication from John B. Kenney, Alderman of

the Fifth Ward, resigning the office of Police Magistrate of

said Ward.

Which was read and accepted.

Mr. Penrose

Presented a communication from Richard Wistar, re-

monstrating against any action on the petition for paving

Wallace street, in the late District of Spring Garden, as

proceedings to open the same are pending in the Court of

Quarter Sessions, and further protesting against any mem-
ber of Council who owns property to be aftected by the

proposed action, serving on committees or voting on the

question connected therewith.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the regular order of business be suspended,

to enable him to oflfer a series of resolutions at this time.

Which was agreed to.

He then offered the following resolutions

:

Resolved, That the City Controller be, and he hereby

is required to report to the Common Council the sources

from which the revenues and funds of this City are derived,

and which, if any, are specially pledged to any particular

purpose or indebtedness, and an estimate of the amount

which may be expected to be derived from each within the

current fiscal year ; how much has been paid monthly from
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each up to this time, and how much may be safely estimated

to be derived from each, monthly, for the residue of the fiscal

year.

And the said Controller shall also be required to re-

port the several appropriations made by the City Councils,

with the date of each appropriation ; classifying the same

so as to show the appropriations made to each object toge-

ther. That he shall also report the amovmt drawn on each

appropriation, and the balance standing to the debit or

credit of each such appropriation.

And the said Controller is hereby requested to report

an estimate of the amounts of each appropriation unexpend-

ed which will be required to b3 paid within each and every

month of the residue of the fiscal year.

And the said Controller is also required to report the

amount of corporation taxes due to the respective boroughs

and districts, so consolidated and embraced within the City

of Philadelphia, at the time of such consolidation, stating

therein the amount due to each, and, as far as practicable,

how much in each case is in the hands of collectors, and

the name of such collectors. Whether the evidence of such

debts has been deposited in his department, or if not, where,

or in whose hands, the same are deposited, and what mea-

sures, if any, have been taken to obtain the payment of the

same.

Resolved, That the Receiver of Taxes be and he is

hereby requested and required to report to the Common
Council what amount of Taxes has been assessed for the

current fiscal year ; what amount thereof paid, and of the

amount paid, how much has been paid in each month up to

this time, and also, to report to this Chamber an estimate

of how much of the amount of the outstanding taxes so as-

sessed, may be anticipated to be paid in each month for the

residue of the current fiscal year. And that he further re-

port what amount of taxes of previous years is yet due and

unpaid ; designating the amount due for each year, and how
much thereof is secured by lien on real estate ; and of such

taxes of previous years, what amount has been paid Avithin

the current year ; and an estimate of the amount which may
be anticipated to be paid into the Treasury from this source

13
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•within the residue of the current fiscal year. And further

that h3 bo re(|uired to report to this Chamber, by uhat mode,
if any, in the assessment of City Taxes, the requirement of

the Act of Assembly, that the " fiscal year " " shall com-
mence on the first day of January, in each and every year,"

has been arranged or conformed to.

Resolved^ That the City Treasurer be and he hereby is

required to report to the Common Council what revenues

arc by law payable directly to his Department, and not

through any other department, and what is the amount there-

of, by whom and when payable. Whether any interest is

due by any Railroad, to the stock of which the City has

subscribed, and if any, how much, and from what Railroads,

and how long such interest is past due.

The City Treasurer is also required to report what
amount has been paid within the current fiscal 3'ear, on each
appropriation made by law, so classifying the same that the

appropriation for each particular object shall be stated to-

gether. He is also required to report the cash balance in

the Treasury on the first day of each month of the current

fiscal year, up to this time.

Resolved, That the City Solicitor be, and he hereby is

requested and required to report to this cbamber, the

amount of the respective debts Avithin the knowledge and
control of his department, due to the City of Philadelphia

and the Districts, Townships, and Boroughs, respectively,

at the time when the same were consolidated and embraced
within the City of Philadelphia, by the act entitled, " A
further supplement to an act entitled an act to incorporate

the City of Philadelphia ;" designating in such report the

nature and character of such debts, the nature of the evi-

dence by Avhich they are established, and in what office, if

such evidence be documentary, the same has been placed or

filed—what measures have been taken for the recovery of

the same, together with an estimate of the amount which

may be anticipated to be paid of such debts within the cur-

rent year, and at what time. That the said Solicitor be re-

quested and required to report to this chamber, any other

sources of revenue within the cognizance and care of his

Department, which may be anticipated to be paid within
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the current year, together with the amount which is now
outitancling.

Resolved^ That the Commissioner of City Property be,

and he hereby is requested and required to report to this

chamber, a schedule or statement of the City Property in

charge of his Department ; stating in such report, an esti-

mate of the value of each item of such property, the uses

to which it is applied, and the revenue, if any, derived from
such property, and the expense of keeping the same in re-

pair. And that the said Commissioner shall be also required

to report to this chamber, what parts or portions of such

property may be advantageously sold, without detriment to

the public service, and without prejudice to the health or

welfare of the city.

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be, and he hereby is requested and required to report to

this Chamber Avhat public work within his department has

been authorized or contracted for ; where such work is situ-

ated ; what is its nature or description ; when it was autho-

rized or contracted for, and by whom ; what is the estimated

cost of each piece of work so authorized or contracted for

;

how much has been already expended thereon, and an esti-

mate of the amount which will be required to complete the

same ; and of this sum, how much in each case will be re-

quired to be paid in each and every month of the current

fiscal year.

And further resolved, That the Chief Engineer and
Surveyor be, and he hereby is, requested and required to

co-operate and unite with the said Chief Commissioner of

Highways, in certifying the estimates of such work as afore-

said.

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Markets be, and
he hereby is, required to report to this Chamber, the amount
of revenue which has been or may be derived from the pro-

perty in charge of his department within the current fiscal

year, and the amount of expenses paid, or to be paid, there-

out ; how much of such revenue has been already paid into

the treasury, and an estimate of the amount which will be

paid in each and every month of the residue of the fiscal

year.
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Meaolved, That the Commissioner of Wharves and
Landings be, and he hereby is, required to report to this

Chamber the amount of revenue -which -will be produced by
the property in charge of his department, within the cur-

rent fiscal year, together with the expenses chargeable

thereupon ; how much of such revenue has been already

paid into the treasury, and an estimate of how much will be

paid in each and every month within the residue of the cur-

rent fiscal year.

Resolved, That the reports required by this Chamber,
of the several heads of department, be made at the earliest

practicable day.

Which were severally read twice, considered, and
adopted.

Mr. Patterson

Presented a communication from James McCaraher, of

the Ninth Ward, enclosing a bill for registering the unpaid

taxes of the City of Philadelphia, from June 15 to July 15,

1854, and asking the early attention of Councils to the

same.

Which was referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Stevenson

Presented a communication from Peter B. Walter, of

the Eleventh Ward, submitting proposals for cleansing the

streets in the Eleventh and Twelfth Wards of the City.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property fronting

on Fifteenth street, between South and Federal streets, ask-

ing that the same may be paved.

Also,

A petition from owners of property fronting on Prime
street between Jefferson Avenue and Tliird street, in the

Second Ward, asking that the same may be paved.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Highways, &c.
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Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, &c., pre-

sented the following report and bill annexed.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report herewith an ordi-

nance providing for the construction of a culvert in Queen
street, from Ash to Wood, a distance of about two hundred
feet ; the work is necessary to carry off the surface drain-

age, which, until recently, flowed into the river at Wood
street, the river front at said street having been wharfcd in

by the Lehigh Coal Company. The water and filth of the

guttei's is now discharged upon said wharf.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

W. H. Stokes,

D. C. Enos,

0. p. cornman,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

A. F. HoppEL,
John A. Houseman,
Geo. a. Binder,
Tiios. J. Roberts.

Committee Room, 3Iay 11th, 1855.

An Ordinance to provide for the construction of a cul-

vert in Queen street, from Ash to. Wood, in the Eighteenth

Ward.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the bill annexed to the report.

The first and only section being under consideration,

and the (piestion being on agreeing to the same,

Mr. Davis

Moved that the further consideration of the bill be

postponed for two weeks.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Hoppel and Rumrn.
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And being ordered -were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Broiise, Craven,

Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Freeman, Fuller, Grayson, Han-

cock, Hand, llassinger, Ilenr}^, Levering, King, Knorr,

Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram),
Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, Al'Mullen,

Parham, Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Preston, Kidgway,
Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Trea dwell, Vanhorn, Vaux,
Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Binder, Bockius, Bumm, Chester, Da-

venport, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, (iibson, Gordon, Hoppel, Manu-
el, Moore, M'Cleary, O'l'^cill, Roberts (Spencer), lloberts-

(T. J.), Sandgran, Willetts, Hacker, Fredilent.

Yeas 45 ; nays 20.

So the motion to postpone was agreed to.

Also, the followmg:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Highways report a bill fixing the

width of cartways in narrow streets, and directing their

being paved with tramways ; which they recommend Coun-
cils to pass.

Respectfully submitted.

James jNL Gieson,

0. p. corxman,
W. H. Stokes,

D. C. Ends,

a. f. pioppel,

Geo. a. Binder,

Wm. B. R. Seley.

Committee Room, May 24^7i, 1855.

An Ordinance to regulate and fix the width of the cart-

ways in certain streets.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the bill annexed to the report.
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The first and only section Avas agi-eed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time, and

passed.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the following

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Highways report a resolution re-

quisite to obtain the permission of two owners of property

on the line of Sixth street, in the TAventy-fourth Ward,
through which the water pipes must be laid before the Water
Works in said Ward can be put in operation.

It is very desirable this permission be obtained without

further delay, as the Works can be put in operation within

two weeks from the time of having such permission.

Respectfully submitted.

James J\I. Gibson,

A. F. HoppEL,

Geo. a. Binder,
Jno. a. Houseman,
Tiios. J. Roberts,

D. C. Exos,

B. R. ]\llLLER.

Committee Room, 3Iay 17, 1855.

Resolved, That the City Solicitor be authorized on

behalf of the Corporation to stipulate and agree with

Messrs. Henry Bickley and W. H. Kern, that if they permit

the pipes for the conveyance of water to be laid through

their property on Sixth street, from the Water Works, in

the Twenty-fourth AVard, to the line of said Bickley's pro-

perty, south thereof, in the said Ward, no advantage Avill

be claimed or alleged against said Bickley or Kern, by
reason of such permission. And any claim which they, or

either of them may have against the Corporation of the city

of Pliiladelphia, shall be and remain as if such permission

had never been given or such pipes laid.
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Which was read twice and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the folloAving

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on IIigh-\vays report annexed a resolu-

tion, authorizing a contract with the Reading Railroad Co.,

for the construction of an Iron Bridge to connect Girard

Avenue where it crosses their road on Pennsylvania Ave-

nue, and to grade each side of Pennsylvania Avenue, so as

to connect the travel from Girard Avenue at the Bridge,

with Poplar street on the south, and Thompson street north

of the same ; the estimated cost of the whole work is over

$34,000, the Reading Railroad Co. to pay all over the

amount named in the resolution.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

W. PI. Stokes,

D. C. Enos,

0. p. cornman,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

r. f. iioppel,

Jno. a. Houseman,
Geo. a. Binder.

Committee Boom, 3Iaij 17, 1855.

Resolution relative to a Bridge over the Reading Rail-

road at Girard Avenue.

Jh.^olved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways

be authorized on behalf of, and for the City Corporation, to

enter into a contract with the Philadelphia and Reading

Railroad Company, for the folio wing purposes, namely : the

said Railroad Company to construct a bridge on Girard

Avenue, where it crosses the Philadelphia and Reading

Railroad, at Pennsylvania Avenue, and to grade the latter

Avenue in conformity with the jtlans prepared by the said

Company, and the City Corporation to pay one half the ex-

pense of constructing the said bridge and grading said Ave-

nue, but in no event to pay beyond the amount of $17,000

for said purposes, such contract to be submitted to the Com-
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mittee on IligliWtays for appi'o.al, before it is finally enter-

ed into on the part of the City, and the expense of said

work to be paid out of the appropriation made to the De-
partment of Highways, for grading streets, by Ordinance
approved March 13th, 1855.

Which was read, when

Mr. Gibson

Moved that the further reading and consideration of

the same be postponed for the present.

Which was agreed to.

Also, the following :

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Public Highways, to whom was re-

ferred the subject of opening Wallace street, from Broad to

Sixteenth, report the annexed resolution to carry the same
into effect.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

0. p. cornman,
W. H. Stokes,

D. C. Exos,

A. F, HoppEL,

Geo. a. Binder,

Wm. B. 11. Selby.

Committee Room, 3Iay 2-ith, 1855.

A resolution to give notice of the intended opening of

certain parts of Wallace street, in the Fifteenth Ward.

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be directed to give notice forthwith to the owners of the

ground through and over which Wallace street (lately called

St. Andrew street,) from Broad to Sixteenth, in the Fif-

teenth Ward, is laid out on the plan of the late District of

Spring Garden, that, at the expiration of three months from

the said notice. Councils will order the said street, within

the said limits, to be opened for public use, as they are

authorized by the seventh section of an Act of Assembly,

14
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approved April 21st, 1855, entitled " A Supplement to the

Act consolidating the City of Philadelphia."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.

And on the question of agreeing to the same,

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned for three Aveeks.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolu-

tion,

It -was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Piddle,

(On leave granted at this time,) offered the following

resolution

:

ItesoJved, Py the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, that the sub-committees of visitation

to Crirard College for Orphans, to be aj>pointed for each of

the months of June, July, August and September, shall

consist of seven members of Common Council.

Which Avas read twice and agreed to.

Mr. Penrose,

Chairman of the Committee on Police, presented the

following report, with resolution annexed.

The Committee on Police report for the consideration

and action of this Chamber, the following resolution, to wit:

Resolved., That so much of the message of the Mayor
as relates to the police of the City, its organization, econo-
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my, and necessity, be referred to the Committee on Police
for examination and report.

CiiAs. B. Penrose,

Chairman.
liEwis Bremer,
James Davenport, .

Fred'k W. Grayson,
Alm. Baker,
John ^I'Wiiorter,

A. G. Watermam.
Committee Boom, 3Iay 2.M]i, 1855.

On motion,

Coimcil proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.

And on the question of agreeing to the same,

Mr. Patterson

]\Ioved to lay the resolution on the table.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Hoppel and Bumm.

And being ordered, •were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Biddle, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Cra-

ven, Dougherty, Duane, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Lev-
ering, Knorr, jMascher, Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

O'Neill, Patterson, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Sandgran,
Steelling, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Binder, Bremer, Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Davenport,

Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon,

Grayson, Hand, Hoppel, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hi-

ram), Miller (J. Washington), M'Mullen, Parker, Penrose,

Preston, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson,

Taylor, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 25 ; nays 35.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Chester

Moved to amend the resolution to strike out '' Com-



108 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. []\Iay 24,

mittee on Police," and insert " Joint Special Committee

already appointed."

Mr. Stevenson

IMoved to amend the amendment, by adding at the end

thereof, " and said Committee report at the next stated

meeting of Council."

Which amendment was accepted.

The question being on the motion to strike out and in-

sert,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Winship

and I\Iascher.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas— Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Biddle, Borie,

Bremer, Bockius, Chester, Craven, Dougherty, Duane,

Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Levering, Knorr, Martin, Mas-

cher, iNliller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Kidgway, Roberts (C. B.),

Pioberts (T. J.j, Steelling, Stevenson, Vanhorn, Vaux,
Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Brouse,

Bumm, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,

Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand, Hoppel, King,

Manuel, iMarsh, Miller (Hiram), xMiller (J. Washington),

Moore, M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Rob-

erts, (Spencer), Sandgran, Taylor, Treadwell, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 33 ; nays 34.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolution,

It was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Presented the following reasons, and requested that the

same be entered on the Journal.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved the reasons of Mr. Penrose be read.

Which was not agreed to.
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The undersigned enters on the Journal of this Chamber,
the following reasons for the suggestion he made at the

meeting of Council on the I7th instant, on the reading of

the Journal of the proceedings of the adjourned meeting of

the 10th, ?nd of the stated meeting of the 12th instants,

that the said Journal did not record truly the proceedings

which had taken place ; and for the motion he subsequently

made, for the appointment of a Select Committee of three, of

Avhom the President should be one, to examine the Journal,

and rectify and report it to the Chambers.

The reading of the Journal of a legislative body is an
important right of every member. It is then only that er-

rors and omissions can be corrected. I claimed that right,

and it was conceded to me. My purpose was to correct

errors which 1 believed to exist in the Journal. The Jour-

nal being read, these errors were manifest to the intelligent

members of the Chamber. It was not a true record of the

proceedings of the body ; but, on the contrary, as it now
stands it imports the decision of an important question con-

trary to the actual decision made by the Chamber. I

moved to amend it, and made a statement of the questions

as they had been presented and decided. The President,

after the statement was made by me, declared that that

statement was entirely correct.

I will now repeat the statement, and show how the Jour-

nal, as made by the Clerk, does wrong to the Chamber, as

well as to myself.

On the first day of the session, I offered the following

resolution

:

" Besolved, That the Standing Committees to be appoint-

ed by Common Council be the separate Committees of this

house, as a branch of the City Legislature."

This resolution being under consideration, Mr. Patterson

moved that its further consideration be postponed, and it be

made the special order of the day for the next stated meet-

ing of the Councils, which he modified by adding, " that the

President do not appoint any of the Standing Committees
until the resolution be acted upon." On which motion the

yeas and nays were demanded, and being ordered were

yeas 43, nays 26. At the next stated meeting of Councils,
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on the 10th inst., on my motion the Common Council pro-

ceeded to the order of the day, Avhich was the second read-

ing and consideration of the said resolution relative to the

appointment of standing committees ; wliich resolution being

under consideration, I moved to amend the same by striking

out all after the word resolved, and inserting the " following

amendments." Tiiese amendments in form consisted of seve-

ral resolutions, the tirst of which affirmed the right of the

chamber to appoint the standing committees, and the residue

provided for the exercise of that right by requiring the Presi-

dent to appoint such committees, Ike ; to which resolutions

a preamble was prefixed.

The question being on the amendment thus offered to the

resolution, Mr. Hancock called for a division of the ques-

tion, and moved that the question should be taken on each

clause of the amendments separately, which was ordered :

and the question being on the first clause or division of the

amendments, a motion was made to lay the resolution, to-

gether with the amendments, upon the table ; upon Avhich

motion the yeas and nays were called and ordered, and were

yeas 28, nays 46. So the Chamber refused to lay the reso-

lution and amendments upon the table. The question re-

curring; on the first division or clause of the amendment, INIr.

Gordon moved to amend the amendment, by substituting

the following in lieu thereof:

" Resolved, That the Common Council have the right

granted to them by the act of Consolidation, to complete

their own organization as a separate and distinct branch of

the city government, by the appointment of all committees ne-

cessary for their body ; nevertheless, for the harmonious

working of both branches of Councils, the President of the

Common Council be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint

joint standing committees, as provided for in an ordinance

entitled ' An ordinance providing for the appointment of

standing committees of Councils, approved 3d July, 1854.' "

Which amendment to the first clause of the amendment
being under consideration, the yeas and nays were called

and were—yeas 38, nays 36.

The question recurring on the amendment as thus
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amended, the Council, on motion, adjourned to meet on the

Monday following, at 3 o'clock.

When the Council met in pursuance of adjournment, and
when the amendment to the ainendmetbt was a^ain under
consideration, the yeas and nays were called on agreeing

to the amendment as thus amended, and being taken, the

yeas w^ere 36, nays 38. So the amendment as amended
was not agreed to, and the Chamber thus refused to author-

ize the President to appoint joint committees under the or-

dinance.

The question then recurring on the original resolution,

which was " that the standing committees to be appointed by
Common Council be the separate committees of this house

as a branch of the City Legislature," and that question

being under consideration, Mr. Hoppel presented as a point

of order, to the Chair :
" That the house having adopted

the substitute, and afterwards voted the resolution as

amended down, there is now nothing before the chair ap-

pertaining to the original subject."

The President ruled that the point of order was not well

taken, and that the original resolution was then before the

House. But before a question could be taken on that reso-

lution, Mr. Henry suggested that the resolution and all the

proceedings upon it were out of order, as being in conflict

with the rule that " no ordinance shall be repealed except

by ordinance," whereupon the President sustained the sug-

gestion made by Mr, Henry, and declared the resolution out

of order, and that he would appoint the standing committees
under the ordinance.

The point of order raised by Mr. Hoppel was not found-

ed in fact, as it was not true that the house had voted the

resolution as amended down ; and the chair ruled the point

of order against him upon that ground, and that ground
alone.

The action of the Chamber had been just the reverse

of this. For, upon the vote just taken, when the question

was fully explained, the majority had decided that the Presi-

dent should not appuint standing committees under the ordi-

nance, and manifested by that vote a determination to adopt

the original resolution, which required the committees to be
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appointed " as the Committees of the Common Council as a

separate branch." And it -was to prevent that vote, that

j\lr. Hoppel first suggested his point of order, which was

ruled against him by the President, and 'Sir. Henry suggest-

ed his, upon which the President took the vote from the

Chamber, by declaring the resolution out of order.

The Journal as it stands, is wrong as it imports that

the fact was as Mr. Hoppel, in his point of order, stated it

to be, (and the President decided it was not ;) and it also

imports that the Chamber had voted against the original

resolution, Avhen in point of fact no such vote had been

taken, and the very contrary of this was indicated by the

vote actually taken. And the error is, that in the Journal,

the Clerk has started with the statement that the motion

was to strike out all after the word " resolved" in the original

resolution, and insert "the following resolution.^,'''' instead

of " the following amendmenU ;''''

and follows up that error, in

stating in the Journal that the motion was to consider each
" resolutiun" separately ; when in point of fact, the motion

was a call for a division of the question to consider each

clause of the " amendment " separatel3^ there being but

one resolution before the Chamber, and that the original

resolution, proposed to be amended. And so, still follow-

ing up the same error, when the division of the amendment

was ordered, the Journal states that the question " on the

first re.solution,'" (which in parliamentary language, in the

then condition of the question, imports the orij/iual reso-

lution,} Avhen in point of fact, the question was not on the

first or original resolution, but upon the first clause of the

amendment. And Mr. Gordon's motion was to amend, not

the original resolution, but the first clause of the amendment

by his substitute—and he could not have moved as the Jour-

nal represents, his amendment to the amendment , as a suh-

aiitute for all the clause's of the amendment

—

one clauae only

being then before the house. And thus when the house re-

fused to agree to the amendment as amended, it was a deci-

sion against the appointment of standing committees under

the ordinance—but the Journal represents that the vote

taken on the amendment as amended, was a vote on the

resolution as amended—and that the " house refused to

agree to the resolution as amended;" when, hi point of fact,
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the flecision was just the otlier Avay^— the house having

voted one way, and the Journal rejjreocnts it as voting the

other. And this gross misrepresentation arises ir. ni the

fact, that the Journal throughout calls the amendment
'•' re.solution, '^ and the first clause of" amendment, the '•'"JirU

resolution ;" -when, in truth, the oriyinal resolution Avas the

jir^t and only rc^olafion before the Chamber, and on Avhich

a vote Avas prevented by the ultimate decision of the chair.

The President declared that the statement of the pro-

ceedings made by me Avas strictly accui'ate, and I yielded

instantly to the suggestion of Mr. Patterson, that the cor-

rection of the Journal should be made by the President.

Mr. Hoppel objected to this, on the ground that the cor-

rection might make hira ridiculous, and that he had equal

rights Avith the President ; and the President at once de-

clared, that he Avould not assume the responsibility of cor-

recting the Journal.

I then pressed my motion for the appointment of a

committee, of Avhich I moved that the President should be
one. That this course Avas the proper one, is shoAvn by a

reference to authority. The rule for such a case is laid

doAvu in Sutherland's Manual, at p. 113. " On information

of a mis-entry, or omission of an entry in the journal, a com-
mittee may be appointed to examine and rectify it, and re-

port it to the House." For this, Judge Sutherland quotes

2 Hats, 194-5.

That the Journal is untrue is very palpable, and it is

only surprising that there should have been any hesitation

in having the truth recorded.

The Consolidation ^Vct, our organic laAv, and to AN'hich

in effect every member has sworn fidelity, requires that
" each Council" " shall keep a journal of its proceedings."

The duty is one of the Council, and not of the Clerk, Avho is

but an instrument. It is their journal, not his. It is also

the duty of the presiding officer to see that the journal is

faithfully kept, and that it is a true record of the proceed-

ings of the body over Avhich he presides. That this is the

duty of the presiding officer is knoAvn to every one not

wholly ignorant of parliamentary law on the duties AV'hich

15
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belono; to the chair. The President havin;:; declined this

duty, my only alternative was the motion I made for a com-

mittee : the plain object of which -was to examine the Jour-

nal, and, if found at variance with the truth, to rectify it,

and report it to the house for final action.

The undersigned considered it quite extraordinary that

the President should have declined, after having said that

the statement made was strictly accurate, to perform the

duty of correcting the Jovirnal ; and he considers it not less

surprising, that he should have voted against the appoint-

ment of the proposed committee, and to lay on the table the

motion made to refer the Journal to the President for cor-

rection ; althouirh the undersiirned is free to admit that

there is a perfect consistency in these steps.

The undersigned has discharged his duty, in the effort

he has made to make the Journal conform to the truth. To
any one acquainted with parliamentary proceedings, it bears

internal evidence that it does not do this now. Having
done his duty, he is content to record that the responsibility

of his failure is not with him.

The rule of the Chamber, which precludes debate,

leaves no other alternative to a member than to use his

privilege of putting on the Journal of the house his reasons

for his action, as recorded in the Journal cither correctly

or incorrectly.

Chas. B. Penrose.

May 2AtJi, 1855.

The Mayor's Clerk was introduced, with the following

Message from the Ma} or :

Mayor's Office, )

Phila., May 2-lth, 1855.
]

To the Select and Covimon Councils of the City of Phila-

delphia :

Gentlemen :—By a joint resolution of Councils, passed

April 3, 1855, the Mayor is authorized to contract with

Purdy, Phillips & Robinson to construct a Police and Fire

Alarm Telegraph, in accordance with their proposition, pro-

vided the cost does not exceed the sum of thirty-six thousand

three hundred dollars, subject to the supervision of the

Committee on Trusts and Pire Department and Police.
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In conformity with tlic above action of Councils, on the

6th day of May, 1855, a contract Avas entered into, vmder
the supervision of the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-
partment and Police, with the above named Purdy, Phillips

& h'obinson, to construct a Police and Fire Alarm Tele-

graph, in accordance with their proposition, for the sum of

thirty-six thousand three hundred dollars, payable in certi-

ficates of loan of the CJity of Piiiladclphia.

By that contract the City is biund to make the first

payment of three thousand dollars, " upon the grant and as-

signment to the City of the iNIorse patent and extensions."

The said '' grant and assignment," in accordance with the

provisions, has been made and filed, together with the con-

tract, in the office of the City Solicitor.

I therefore recommend that Councils make provision

for the payments, as required by the terms of the contract.

R. T. Conrad,

3Iar/or.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

The President

Presented a communication from John N. Henderson,
City Controller, in relation to the Finances of the City.

(/SVe Aj^jpendix, No. 5.)

Which was read, and, on motion of

Mr. Freeman,

That the communication and accompanying documents
be printed for the use of members,

Mr. Biddle

Moved that the usual number of copies be printed,

(being two hundred and fifty).

Which Avas agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have concurred in the
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resolution relative to tlie Visiting Committees of Girard

Collei>;e, with the followin"; amendments

:

CD ' O

To add to the end thereof, the -words " and six from

Select Council."

Common Council concurred in the amendment.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ino; resolution, and a>k concurrence :

Whcreciii, A. Shawk, Esij.. of Cincinnati, is at present

in this City with an improved 6team Fire Engine, the ope-

rations of which he is desirous to display to the citizens of

this City. Therefore,

Bf'^olvc'tl, That the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-

partment he requested to extend to Mr. fchawk all necessary

facilities for a proper display of the |)o-wers of his Engine.

Which was read twice and adopted.

So Common Council concurred.

Also,

Informed that they had j)assed the follow ing resolution

:

licKolved, That the Committee on Highways be in-

structed to inquire and report Avhat action of Councils is

necessary to protect [irivate travel on the highways at points

crossed by the diiTerent railroads within the limits of the

City.

"Which was read twice and passed.

So Conmion Council concurred.

Also, the following

:

Jiesohecl, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be directed to rc([uire the property holders on Vienna

street, between Frankford road and Tulip street, Sepviva

street, between Vienna and Hewston streets, and Hewston
street, between Sepviva and Tulip streets, to curb and pave

the footways along the fronts of their respective properties.

"Which was read twice and passed.

So Common Council concurred.
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Also, the follo>Ying resolution :

Resolved, That the Clerks of Councils be. and they are

hereby directed to furnish the Philadelphia Library Com-
pany, James Page Library Company, Moyamensing Lite-

rary Institute, t?outhwark, Spring Garden, West Kensing-

ton, and West Pliiladelphia Library Companies, Mercantile

Library Company, Athen;Tenm Law Library, Girard Col-

lege, and Mechanics' Institute, each one bound copy of the

Journals of Councils ; also, one bound copy of the Ordi-

nances of Councils, when published separately.

Which was read twice and not agreed to.

So Common Council non-concurred.

Also, the following resolution :

liesohed, That the Chief Engineer of the Gas, Water,

Fire, and Survey Departments, be a commission of inquiry

respecting the expediency of steam fire-engines for the use

of the City, and that they be requested to report thereon to

Councils at an early day, stating the terms on which a suit-

able engine can be furnished by a competent and responsible

contractor, and that the Trustees of tlie Fire Association be

requested to appoint a committee to consult with the fore-

goin^z; commission.

Which was read twice, and being under consideration,

Mr. Winship

Moved to lay the resolution on the table.

Whicli was agreed to.

Also, that they have passed the following:

Resolved, That the ^layor be requested to direct sucb

attendance of the Police in the Public Squares, as may be

necessary to aid the Superintendent in maintaining good

order and enforcing the regulations.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Patterson

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on Police.

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Hancock

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

(Read in place and) presented to the Chair a bill en-

titled " An ordinance to prevent the Avashing of foot pave-

ments within certain hours. (^Appendix, No. 6.)

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the Ordinance.

The first section being under consideration,

jMr. Freeman

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on High-

ways.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out " Highways," and in-

sert " Police."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the motion, as amended, was agreed to.

Mr. M'Cleary

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill en-

titled " A Supplement to an ordinance approved October 3,

1854, organizing the department for supplying the City with

Water. (^Appendix, No. 7 )

Which was read, and
,

On motion,

Referred to the Committee on Water Works.

The President

Laid before Council a communication from Richard M.
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Berry, declining the appointment as one of the Committee
on Printing.

Which was read, and

The President appointed Mr. A. F. Hoppel in his

stead.

Mr. Willetts

Offered the following resolution

:

Reaolved, That a Special Committee of five be appoint-

ed to ascertain the proportional rate of taxation due by the

rural Districts, and to report an ordinance fixing the same.

Which was read twice and adopted.

And the President appointed Messrs. Willetts, Hiram
Miller, King, Enos, and liassinger, as said Committee.

Mr. Stevenson

Offered the following

:

Resolved, That the Committee on City Property in-

quire into the expediency of converting Lemon Hill into a

Cemetery for the burial of the dead. The said grounds to

be improved thereby, and the lots sold upon applications in

the usual way, and the proceeds of said sales to be appro-

priated towards the payment of the present City debt.

Which was twice read and not agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That a Special Committee of three members
of Common Council be appointed to inquire whether or not,

an iron fence could be constructed opposite each street

passed by locomotives, to be so constructed as to be raised

by a spring at a distance by the advancing locomotive, and

fall when it passed, so as to offer no obstacle to the usual

street travel, and also to inquire into the propriety of hav-

ing certain exposed portions of the Norristown and German-
town Railroads enclosed.
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Mr. lliilgvay

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on Rail-

roads.

Which was not agreed to.

And on the question of adopting the resolution,

It was agreed to.

The President appointed Messrs Gordon, Henry, and

Mascher, said Committee.

Mr. Fuller

Moved that we now adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

Adjourned.
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THURSDAY, May 31st, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J
,

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Bishop,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bockius,

Bmnm,
Chester,

Conrad,

Craven,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Duane,
Dunk,
Dyer,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,

Grayson,

Green,

Hancock,
Hassinger,

Henry,
Hoppel,

Houseman,
Levering,

King,
16

Messrs. Knorr,
Manuel,

Marsh,

Martin,

Mascher,

Miller, Andrevr,

Miller, Hiram,
Miller, J. Washington,
Moore,
Murphy,
M'Adams,
M'Cleary,

M'Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parham,
Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Preston,

Ridgway, -

Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

Steelling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vanhorn,
Vaux,
Welsh,

Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the Journal,

when

Mr. Ridgway

Moved that the further reading of the same be dis-

pensed with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Called the attention of members to a portion of the

Journal, settmg forth what were termed reasons of Mr.
Penrose, for the manner in which that gentleman had voted,

and gave notice that he should enter a protest against the

same.

Protest of G. F. Gordon, member from Fifteenth Ward,
against the " Reasons" of Mr. C. B. Penrose

:

The undersigned freely accords to each member of this

Chamber the privilege of entering on the Journal his rea-

sons for voting pro or con^ on any matter pending before the

Council, as guaranteed by standard congressional authority
;

but, when the Journal of this Chamber is made the media
through which attacks are perpetrated on the President and

members ; when repeated efforts are made to falsify the

Journal, and place erroneous constructions on the proceed-

ings of this body ; Avhen one member presumes to dictate

what is true, and what false, and spreads that dictation at

large on the Journal, in violation of all the rules and cour-

tesies which usually adorn legislative assemblies, then the

undersigned feels himself, as he thinks, justly aggrieved,

and respectfully protests against so much of the Journal as

contains what are called " Reasons presented by Mr. Pen-

rose."

Firat. Because the Journal shows, that j\Ir. Ridgway
"Moved the reasons of Mr. Penrose be read, which was not

agreed to." Thus the Council, in refusing to hear the rea-

sons of Mr. Penrose read, did by its vote refuse to have the

said reasons encumber the Journal.

Second. Because the " Reasons" of Mr. Penrose are



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 123

not given in vindication or explanation of any vote of his,

but, as the said Mr. Penrose alleges in his fir^t paragraph,

are " reasons for a suggesiion made by him at a previous

meeting.'''' If a member claims the privilege to enter on
the Journal " reasons for a suggestion,''^ -what may not be
put on the Journal ? The course being pursued by Mr.
Penrose is -without precedent or parallel in the history of

any respectable legislative body in this country.

Third. Because, in the first paragraph of said " Rea-
sons," the reasoner asserts that, " On the reading of the

Journal of the proceedings of the adjourned meeting of the

10th, and of the stated meeting of the 12th instants, that

the said Journal did not record truly the proceedings which
had taken place." Here Mr. Penrose is in palpable error,

for tlie facts arc, that the meeting of the 10th, which he as-

serts was an adjourned meeting, was, in fact and truth, a

regular stated meeting ; and the stated meeting, which Mr.
Penrose says Avas held on the 12th, was not held on the 12th

at all, hut on the 14th, and was not, as asserted, a stated

meeting, but, as the .Journal truthfully records, an adjourn-

ed meeting.

Fourth. Because the second paragraph of the " Rea-

sons" of Mr. Penrose contains language of insult, which no

member has the shadow of right to jJace upon the Journal,

and which no member, with any just regard for his own self-

respect, as Avell as for the dignity of this Chamber, could

place on the journal of an American legislative assembly.

Mr. Penrose says, in the paragraph alluded to, " The Jour-

nal being read, these errors were manifest to the intelligent

members of the Chamber." Here is a positive charge

against a portion of the members, which is as unjust as it is

untrue. And never, while I am honored with a seat in this

Council, can I consent, by my vote or by silence, to see the

Journal falsified and prostituted to such unworthy and

cowardly purposes.

Fifth. Because the detailed statement of Mr. Penrose,

contained in paragraphs three, four, seven, eight, ten, eleven,

twelve, thirteen, are not true. The whole explanatory

statement of Mr. Penrose in relation to the resolution for

the appointment of " sepai'ate committees," is not only

wrongly stated, but clearly betrays the plungings of a legal
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mind seeking extrication from a self-made dilemma. The
facts are briefly these : The Journal records the proceed-

ings as they took place, and is in every particular a true

and correct record. On the 7th, Mr. Penrose presented a

resolution in relation to the appointment of separate Com-
mittees for this Chamber ; which resolution was made the

special order for the succeeding meeting, held on the 10th.

At this meeting, Mr, Penrose rose in his place and proposed

to amend his own resolution offered at a previous meeting,

by substituting a batch of resolutions, which was agreed

to. The <piestion being on the adoption of the resolutions

as an amendment to, and in place of, the original resolution,

Mr. Hancock moved that the resolutions (not the amend-
ments) be considered separately, which was ordered : and

the question being on the first resolution, I offered a sub-

stitute covering the tvhole ground of the resolufionf^, and not

as stated by Mr. Penrose, as " an amendment to the first

clause of his amendments." And this was quite in order,

for the whole of Mr. Penrose's resolutions had been read

twice, and were all before the Chamber. The motion to

consider separately, could not preclude an amendment or

substitute superreding in effect all the resolutions, which

was the case with my amendment or substitute. Query—
How could eight distinct resolutio7is be an amendment to ONE
resolutio7i? If it be insisted on, that my amendment ap-

plied only to the first resolution of Mr. Penrose, then the

question stands thus : A motion was made to strike out all

after the word resolved in Mr. Penrose's first resolution,

and insert my amendment or substitute, which, on the yeas
and nays being called, was agreed to. The question recur-

ring on the " resolution as amended" the yeas and nays

being again ordered, it was not agreed to. So that the

words of the resolution under consideration having been
stricken out, and other words inserted and agreed to, and
then the resolution as thus amended negatived, of course

notJiitig remained of the resolution. Hence the correctness

and justness of the point of order of the member from the

Eighteenth Ward, " that the Chamber having adopted the

substitute and afterwards voted the resolution as amended
down, there is now nothing before the Chair ap])ertaining

to the original subject." And yet Mr. Penrose in his fit-
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tecnth paragraph of '" reasons," treats the Chamber to the

following delectable specimen of Napoleonism, viz :
" The

}>oint of order raised by Mr. Iloppel was not founded in

fact^ as it was not true that the house had voted the reso-

lution as amended down." Such dictatorial language spread

out on the Journal, under the head o'i'-'' llea&ona" is doubt-

less a climax in venerable presumption seldom attained unto

in the halls of legislation.

Sixth. Because Mr. Penrose, in his seventeenth para-

graph, asserts that "the Journal as it stands is wrong."
" And the error is, that in the Journal the clerk has started

with the statement, that the motion was to strike out all after

the word ' Resolved,' in the resolution, and insert the ' fol-

lowing resolutions,' instead of the ' following amendments,'
"

&c., &c. Now the truth is, the Journal as it stands is cor-

rect, and the record of the clerk is, beyond all question, true

to the letter. Mr. Penrose oiFercd the original resolution

at the meeting of the 7th. At the following meeting of the

10th he offered, according to his own account, " a series of

eiiiht resolutions " as an amendment to his one resolution.

But, again, Mr. Penrose, as the mover of the original

resolution, and also the mover of an amendment to Im oivn

resolution^ by that act accepted of the amendmeyit. Then
it was no longer an amendment, but stood in the place

of the original resolution! Thus the Journal is vindicated

as bein<i- riiiht as it now stands, notwithstanding the efforts

of jNlr. Penrose to falsify the Journal, and thus attempting,

by a multitudinous repetition of words ingeniously arranged,

to place himself in the right, by a prostitution of the Jour-

nal, and at the expense of the dignity of this Chamber, and

the higher dignity of truth.

Seventh. Because !Mr. Penrose, in his twenty-third

parallel, attacks the motives of the President of this Cham-
ber ; and because the said Mr. Penrose criticises, in a

disrespectful manner, the vote of the President on a motion

to "appoint a committee," and to "lay on the table."

The language held by Mr. Penrose is as follows :

—

" The undersigned (Mr. Penrose) considered it quite
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extraordinary that the President should have declined, after

having said that the statement made was strictly accurate,

to perform the duty of correcting the Journal ; and he con-

sidered it not less surpi'inii;/, that he should have voted

against the appointment of the proposed committee, and to

lay on the table the motion made to refer the Journal to the

President for correction ; although the undersigned (Mr.

Penrose) is free to admit that there is a perfect consistency

in these steps." Now, I do finally, most respectfully, yet

earnestly protest against the Journal of this Chamber being

used for such discourteous purposes, utterly at variance as

they are with all admitted and authoritative " Rules of Pri-

vilege." Although the " Reasons" themselves will stand

before the future, clearly indicating the calibre of the brain

of the author of " Reasons," yet, as a member of this cham-

ber, and a representative of an intelligent community, I

cannot consent that the Journal be made the channel through

which may flow the evidences of any member's self-impor-

tant impracticableness. It cannot be that there is a single

member of the '' administration" Avilling that the Journal

shall bear upon its pages the mental contortions of any mem-
ber. Nay, more, it cannot be that there is a single mem-
ber of the " opposition" (who are just as intelligent and

respectable citizens and representatives as the " administra-

tion") willing that the Journal shall be thus used.

George F. Gordon.

Mr. Plenry,

Chairman of the Committee on the Contested Election

of the Third Ward, presented the folloAving report

:

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia :

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of

citizens of the Third Ward, contesting the seat of Andrew
Miller, as a member of this Council, respectfully report,

That having heard the evidence and arguments pre-

sented by the contestant and the sitting member, they have

determined that Andrew Miller has been elected and re-

turned a member of Common Council from the Third Ward,
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and is hereby declared entitled to his seat as such member
in this Council.

Alexander Henry,
Chairman.

Chas. B. Penrose,
Thos. Davis,
Lewis Bremer,
D. C. Ends,

M. J. Dougherty,
C. S. Dunk.

Committee Room, May 25, 1855.

Which was read and accepted, and

The President

Declared Mr. Andrew Miller entitled to his seat.

Messrs. Treadwell, Hoppel, Freeman, Gibson, Enos,

Houseman, Abm. Baker, Chester, Bishop, Manuel, Steelling,

Gordon, Broomall, presented numerous petitions from citi-

zens, remonstrating against the passage of an ordinance for

the reduction of the police force.

Which were referred to the Committee on Police.

Mr. Hassingcr

Presented a petition from citizens of that portion of the

unincorporated Northern Liberties knoAvn as Bridesburg, in

the Twenty-third Ward of the City of Philadelphia, asking

that, in the apportionment of the City into districts, they

may be rated or styled a rural district.

AVhich was read, and referred to the Special Committee
on the Rural Districts.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a petition from Jane Miller, asking Coun-
cils to reconsider the resolution relative to sheds at the end
of the markets at Second and Franklin streets.

Which was referred to the Committee on Markets.

Also,

A petition from sundry citizens, owners . nackney
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carriages, asking the repeal of the eighth section of an
" Ordinance relating to Hackney Carriages."

Which was referred to the Committee on Police.

Mr. Marsh

Presented petitions from Charles Taylor, and other

owners and occupants of property on Fifteenth street, for-

merly Schuylkill Eighth street, and running north from

Race to Rittenhouse street, asking the construction of a

culvert on said street, an'l offering to loan the City the sum
of five hvmdred dollars, taking scrip at par value for the

same, if said culvert be constructed without delay.

Which were referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Mr. Mascher

Presented a petition from owners of property and resi-

dents on Second street, between Coates and Vine streets,

complaining of great injustice done to them as citizens by
persons standing their wagons in front of their premises, and

selling provisions not the produce of their farms, to the

great injury of their business, and asking that measures will

"be resorted to, to prevent them from occupying the high-

way, contrary to law.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police.

Mr. Grayson

Presented a memorial from W. C. Bridges, on the sub-

ject of damages sustained by him, by reason of the remo-

val of $125,000 special deposit from the Girard Bank, con-

trary to the contract with the County Commissioners, with

the accompanying documents.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Claims. '

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Presented a petition from Charles S. Pancoast, attorney
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for R. & S. 11. Jones, relative to a claim for iron pipe fur-

nished the late District of Moyamensing.

Wiiich was referred to the Committee on Claims.

Mr. Bremer

. Presented a communication from John Myers, enclosing

proposals for cleansing the streets, collecting the garbage,
and cleansing the inlets in the Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth,

Fourteenth and Fifteenth Wards of the. City.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property fronting

on Wyoming street, between Fifteenth and bixteenth streets,

asking that the same may be paved.

Mr. Sandgran

Presented a petition from owners of property on Frank-
trect, between Foui

the same may be paved.

lin street, between Fourth and jS^inth streets, askino- that

Mr. Stevenson

Presented a communication from John Galbraith, en-

closing proposals for cleansing the streets, taking up the

coal ashes, and cleaning out the inlets of the Eleventh Ward
of the City.

Mr. Enos

Presented a petition from citizens, asking the construc-

tion of a bridge over the Schuylkill, at Chestnut street, as

provided for by the recent " Supplement to the Consolidation

Act."

Which were severally read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Highways, &c.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a petition from Robert E. Shultz and M. E.

Afflick, Inspectors of Buildings, asking Councils to furnish

17
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them with a room in one of the public buildings for an office

to transact their business.

"Which was referred to the Committee on Citj Property.

Mr. Gay

Presented a petition from laborers on the highways of

the Seventeenth Ward, complaining of being discharged from
labor, and asking to be paid the balance of wages due them.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from the Marion Hose Company,
asking that the appropriation due them may be passed.

Also,

A petition from the Vigilant Hose Company, asking a

loan of " five hundred dollars," (to be deducted from the

annual appropriation).

Which were severally read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Trusts and Fire Department.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a petition from owners of property on Broad
street, between Girard and Columbia Avenues, asking that

the gas pipes may be laid on said street.

Which were referred to the Committee on Gas.

Mr. Duane

Presented a memorial from Clement C. Biddle, Ed-

ward C. Dale and A. J. Pleasonton, trustees under the

will of Joseph Dugan, deceased, requesting Councils to

enact the necessary ordinance by which they may receive

the sum of $2,745;';^^, together with interest thereon, for

damages awarded them by the extension of Ashton street

across their lot to Gray's Ferry Road.

Which was referred to the Committee on Claims.
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Mr. Steelling

Presented a petition from owners of property on Front
street, near Harrison and ^lontgomery streets, asking that

the same may be curbed and paved.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

The President

Presented a communication from Isaac Hazlehurst,

Esq., City Solicitor, in reply to a resolution of this Council,

of the 24th inst., asking for information as to the amount
and character of the debts due the City within the know-
ledge and control of his department.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. Knorr

Presented a communication from the Managers of the

"Northern Home for Friendless Children," extending an

invitation to the members of this Chamber to attend a

Floral Fair, to be held during next week, at Concert Hall,

Chestnut street, above Twelfth.

Which was read and accepted.

The President

Presented a communication from Richard Vaux, askinor

an appropriation for the Board of Inspectors of the Eastern

Penitentiary for the year 1854.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Also,

A communication from Edward D. Yates, Secretary of

the Board of Directors of the Fire Department, notifying

Council of the resignation of Samuel Ewing, Assistant En-

gineer of the Fourth Fire District, and returning the names
of Thomas H. Marston, Francis Reilly, J. C. Randolph and

Benjamin Wharton, as those having received the highest
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number of votes nt an election held 28th May, 1865, for

Councils to elect thereirom.

Which ^vas read and laid on the table.

Also, the following; communication:

To the Select and Common Coiuicih of the City of

PhiladcJphia.

Gentlemex:—At a meeting of the Board of Directors

of the Fire Department of the City of Philadelphia, held on

Monday evening the 28th of May, 1855, the following reso-

lution was unanimously adopted, and the secretary directed

to forward a copy thereof to your honorable bodies.

Resolved^ That the Select and Common Council be re-

quested to make the appropriation to the companies accept-

ing the ordinance reorganizing the Fire Department due

them for the year 1854, and also the appropriation of $100
for the year 1855.

Which is respectfully submitted,

Edavard D. Yates,

Secretary of the Board of Directors

of the lire Dejjartment.

AVhich was referred to the Committee on Trusts and

Fire Department.

Also,

A communication from Wm. D. Newell, Commissioner
of Markets, in answer to a resolution of the 24th instant.

^
Which was read and referred to the Committees on

Markets and Finance.

Also,

A conununication from James A. Lloyd, offering him-

self as a candidate for a situation in the Gas Department.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Also,

A petition from William Pepper, asking Councils to

take such action as may relieve the parties aggrieved, in the
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correction of an error for inrerett occurring from a note
given by the late District of jMoyamensing.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Claims.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To tJie Common Council

:

The Committee on Finance beg leave to offer the ac-

companying resolution with bill annexed, and ask the adop-
tion of the resolution.

U.11
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On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Dougherty and Ridgway.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs Borie, Bockius, Dougherty, Gay, Gib-

son, Gordon, Hancock, King, ^Martin, Maschcr, Miller (An-

drew), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, Roberts (T. J.),

Sandgran, Stevenson, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Bishop, Bremer, Brooraall, Brouse, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davis, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Grayson, Green, Hassinger, Henry, Hop-
pel, Houseman, Levering, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, iNliller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Moore, M' Mullen,

O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Ridgway, Rob-

erts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Steelling, Taylor, Tread-

well, Vanhorn, Vaux, Wiilets, Winship, Hacker, Pre&2C?gwi.

Yeas 18 ; nays 49.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to lay the resolution on the table.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Hoppel and Bumm.

And being ordered were as follows, to wit

:

Yeas—Messrs. Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius,

Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Gibson. Hancock, Hassinger, Le-

vering, King, Martin, Maschor, Miller (Andrew), Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphv, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.),

Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker, (A. J.), Barton, Bishop,

Broomall, Uumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davis, Dunk,

Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, IMoore,

M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Patterson, Preston, Ridgway,
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Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Tread-

well, Vaux, Willetts, Winsliip, Hacker, jPresident.

Yeas 27 ; nays 40.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolu-

tion,

It was agreed to.

The ordinance was then read. (^See ApiJendix^No. 7.)

Mr. Manuel,

Chairman of the Committee on Gas, presented the fol-

lowing report

:

The Committee on Gas having carefully examined the

condition and prospects of the Gas Works, especially with

reference to the obligations imposed on the Trustees by the

late ordinance for regulating the department of Gas, find

that in order to enable the Trustees fully and economically

to carry out the provisions of that ordinance, and to secure

the benefits therein contemplated to the citizens at large, it

is indispensably necessary that additional means should be
provided for those purposes.

It is not deemed practicable to carry on the operations

economically on long credits, for although supplies of coals,

iron castings, lumber, bricks and some other articles, may
by paying high prices, be obtained on credit of moderate du-

ration, yet the monthly disbursements for labor, freights and
other cash items, are of such an amount as to need the con-

trol at all times of sufficient means, and it may be observed
here that true economy and justice to the customers of the

establishment demand that all the dealings of the trust should

be for cash.

As the citizens in many portions of the enlarged City
not yet supplied with pipes are desirous of using gas, and
as it cannot be furnished to them in any other way than at

the expense of the applicants, unless means be authorized by
Councils for the purpose, they are of the opinion that there

ought to be immediately furnished for the use of the Trus-

tees, for the completion of the works, for the laying of mains
and service pipes, for the purchase of meters, and also for
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carrying on their current operations, the sum of five hundred
thousand doHars, the interest on Avhich, as well as the prin-

cipal, to be repaid by the Trustees out of the profits of the

works.

It is understood not to be the design of the Trustees

to use this authority any faster than it can be advantageously

and justly employed.

We find they are desirous of avoiding as much as pos-

sible any increase of their interest account.

The Committee respectfully report to Councils the an-

nexed ordinance for their approval.

Jos. Manuel, Jr.,

Geo. W. JiiDDLE,

M. H. Treadwell,
A. G. Waterman,
J. L. Hutchinson,

I. N. MarseliS;,

Jacob E. Uidgway,
T. J. Perkins,

W. H. Stokes,

P. A. Keyser.

Committee Room, May 31, 1855.

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorized and directed to

publish, in two daily newspapers of this City, daily, for four

Aveoks, the ordinance presented to Common Council on this

thirty-first day of May, 1855, being a stated day for the

meeting of Councils, " An Ordinance to authorize a loan

for the use of the Trustees of the Philadelphia Gas Works ;"

and that the said Clerk, at the stated meeting of Councils

next, alter the expiration of four weeks from the first day

of said publication, shall present to the Council one of each

of the said newspapers, for every day in which the same

shall have been made.

AVhich was read twice and considered.

And on the question of agreeing to the same.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Steven-

son and ]\iascher.

And being ordered, were as follows :
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Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Bishop, Broomall, Chester,

Conrad, Craven, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Ful-

ler, Gay, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Henry, Levering, King,
Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, Parker,

Patterson, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran,

Steelling, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Borie,

Bremer, Bockius, Dougherty, Duane, Gibson, Hancock,
Hassinger, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J.

Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Peall,

Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Tay lor, Vaux,
Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 34 ; nays 26.

It Avas agreed to.

The ordinance was then read. (^See Appendix, No. 8.)

Also, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Gas Works report the accompany-
ing b'll, entitled " An Ordinance to make an appropriation

to pay for certain expenses connected with the lighting of

the City," and ask its adoption.

Jos. Manuel, Jr.,

W. H. Stokes,

M. H. TreadWELL,
J. L. Hutchinson,
T. J. Perkins,

A. G. Waterman,
Jacob E. Ridgway,
I. N. Marselis.

Committee Room, May 31, 1855.

Which report was read and accepted.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

18
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The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Select Council concurred.

The Committee on Gas Works, to Avhom had been re-

ferred the following communications, &c., made the follow-

ing report

:

i

The bills from E. W. Shippen & Co., Belmont, to be

referred to the Committee on Claims.

Applications to place lamps in the Third and Twenty-
second Wards, to be referred to the Committee on Police.

Which were so referred.

«

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, presented

the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred a

petition of citizens asking that the streets of a portion of

the City may be cleansed by the machines recently intro-

duced by Messrs. Smith, Sickel & Co.,

Report that the Highway Department has had the sub-

ject under consi:leration, Avith a desire of recommending the

same to Councils, and Avith a view to that purpose a com-

munication was addressed to Messrs. Smith, Sickel & Co.,

on the 25th April, by the Chief Commissioner, asking a

proposal for the cleansing of certain Wards ; the answer of

the same is herewith annexed, which is submitted for the

consideration of Councils.

Your Committee deem it inexpedient to recommend a

contract at the price named, and submit resolutions annexed,

providing for dividing the City into Districts, and asking for
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proposals by public advertisement, for cleansing the sanae

by contract.

Respectfully submitted.

(^See Apj^endix JVo. 9 for communication of SmitJi,

Sickel ^ Co.)

James M. Gicsox.

Chairman.

Thomas J. Roberts,
W. H. Stokes,

'
D. C. Enos,

Geo. a. BI^^DER,

0. P. CORNMAN,
W. B. R. Selby,

Committee Room, May 31, 1855.

Which was retid and accepted.

Resolved, That for the purpose of public cleansing, the

City shall be divided into the following districts

:

No. 1. The paved streets used for cartAvays in the

First, Second, Third and Fourth Wards.

No. 2. The same description of streets in the Fifth,

Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth and Tenth Wards.

No. 3. The same description of streets in the Thir-

teenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth and Twentieth Wards.

No. 4. The same description of streets in the Ele-

venth, Twelfth, Sixteenth and Seventeenth Wards.

No. 5. The same description of streets in the Eigh-

teenth and Nineteenth Wards.

Resolved, That the Department of Higliways be, and

they are hereby authorized to advertise in three daily news-

papers for the space of two weeks, that proposals will be
received for contracting to cleanse the said Districts (ex-

cept No. 2,) separately for one year.

Resolved, That all proposals received by the Depart-

ment, shall be submitted to the Committee on Highways for
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their inspection, and the action of the Board shall be re-

ported to Councils for their approval.

Which were read.

And the first resolution being under consideration,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend to strike out *' Wards" and insert

" Districts."

Which vras not agreed to.

The question being on the adoption of the resolution,

It was agreed to.

The second resolution being under consideration, and

on the question of agreeing to the same,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to strike out " three" where it oc-

curs between " in" and " daily" and insert " two."

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend the amendment, by inserting the words
" tri-Aveekly" between the words " newspapers" and "for,"

where they occur in said resolution.

Which amendment to the amendment was accepted.

The amendment was agreed to.

And the resolution as amended was adopted.

The third and last resolution was read twice and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the following

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee «on Highways report annexed a supple-
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ment to the ordinance providing for the granting of build-

ing permits, reducing the prices to be paid for the same,
which they recommend Councils to pass.

James M. Gibsox,

AV. H. Stokes,

John A. Houseman,
D. C Exos,

A. F. HoppEL,

W. B. R. Selby,

Thos. J. Roberts.

Which was read and accepted.

A supplement to an ordinance approved the 3d day of

May, 1855, entitled " An ordinance to provide for the grant-

ing of building permits."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the ordinance.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Also, the following :

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report a bill annexed,

providing for the payment in bonds of the balance due Wm.
A. Banes, for constructing a culvert in Kensington, under

contract made by that District on the 31st January, 1854.

The culvert has been completed and in use for some

months, and the bonds are provided for by ordinance ap-

proved January 30th, 1855.
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The Committee recommend that the bill be passed.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gieson,

W. H. Stokes,

John A. Houseman,
D. C. Enos,

A. F. IIOPPEL,

W. B. R. Selby,

Thomas J. Roberts.

Committee Boom, May 31, 1855.

Which was read and accepted.

An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Depart-

ment of Highways, Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing the

City, to pay a certain claim therein mentioned for Avork per-

formed by virtue of a certain contract.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Grayson,

From the Committee on Police, presented the follow-

ing

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Police, to whom was referred the

ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to prevent the washing of

foot pavements within certain hours," have had the same
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under consideration, which they have agreed to, and ask its

adoption by Councils.

T. J. Perkins,

T. W. HiGGIXS,

. JOIIX M'WlIOllTER,

Abm. Baker,
Lewis Bremer,
A. W. Green,
Frederick W. Grayson.

Committee Room., 3Iay 31, 1855.

Which was read and accepted.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr Hoppel

Moved to amend the same, by inserting " to extend

from the south side of Vine street to the north side of South

street."

Mr. Chester

Moved further to amend, to include " second and third

story windows."

The question being on the motion to amend,

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration of the ordinance

be postponed to this day two weeks.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend, to strike out " this day two weeks."

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on Mr. Patterson's motion,

It was agreed to.
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Mr. Bishop,

Chairman of the Committee on Port Warden?, Public

Lanclin<5s, and Wharves, presented the followhig report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Port Wardens, Public Landings,
and Wharves, beg leave to offer the accompanying resolu-

tion, and ask its adoption.

S. S. Bishop,

Chairman.

Joseph L. Chester,
Saml. C. Willetts,
Wm. M. Baird,
T. J. Perkins,

Francis PL Duffee,
Jno. Welsh,
a. b. ashton,
John Fuller, Jr.,

Nathan Hilles.

Which was read and accepted.

Resolved^ That the Superintendent of Wharves and
Landings be authorized to have the dock at the end of

Christian street wharf cleansed, providing the cost does not

exceed four hundred dollars.

Which was read twice and passed.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Parham,

Chairman of the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-

partment presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

Gentlemen :—The Committee on Trusts and Fire De-
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partment beg leave to offer the following Ordinance, and
ask its adoption.

Wm. M. Pariiam,

Cliairman.

0. 11. P. Parker,
W. S. Win SHIP,

J. W. ?lllLLER,

James M. Gilson,

George F. Gordon,
John Welsh,
John JMcWhorter,
John K. Knorr,
Nathan Hilles,

W. B. Small.

Committee Boom, May 31, 1855.

Which was read.

An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Super-

intendent of Trusts.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the Ordinance.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Mascher

Moved that the further consideration of the Ordinance

be postponed for one week.

Mr. Winship

j\Ioved to refer the Ordinance back to the Committee,

to make a more full report.

Which motion was agreed to.

Mr. Green,

Chairman of the Committee on Claims, presented a

report relative to an Ordinance entitled " A Supplement

to an ordinance entitled ' An Ordinance to make an appro-

priation to the Department of Highways, Bridges, Sewers,

19

/
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and Cleansing the Cit}-, to pay upon the terms herein men-
tioned for certain work performed by virtue of a certain

contract, approved May 10, lb55.'

"

Which was read and accepted.

Also,

That the bill of Charles S. Peall, as Clerk of the late

District of llichmond, be referred to the Conmiittee on
Finance.

Also,

That the bill of Eli B. Hughes, for hauling (in late

District of Kensington) be referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Mr. O'Neill

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to

ascertain whether the contract for the erection of a police

telegraph cannot be rescinded by the contractors.

Which being under consideration,

Mr. Gibson

j\Ioved to amend, by striking out all after the word
*' Resolved" and insert the following

:

That a Committee of three be appointed by this Coun-

cil, to inquire of the contractors for the construction of a

Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph upon what terms they will

relinquish said contract, and report at their earliest conve-

nience.

Which was accepted.

And the resolution as amended was agreed to.

The Chair appointed Messrs. O'Neill, Gordon and Gib-

son on said Committee.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Oifered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the City Solicitor is hereby directed to
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inform Common Council, at its next stated meetinc^, of the

amount due to the City of Philadelphia from the Tax Col-

lectors of the various Wards and Townships of the City and
County of Philadelj)hia, for county, road, poor, corporation,

and all other taxes for the year 1853, and previous years,

giving the amount of each tax due by each collector, toge-

ther Avith his name and sureties.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Also, the following

:

Besolved, That the Committee on Highways be in-

structed not to permit the opening, grading, curbing, pitch-

ing, or paving of any street or highway, or the construction

of any culvert, unless specially authorized so to do by the

Select and (Jommon Council.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Mr. Peall

Offered the following preamble and resolution

:

Whereas, It is essentially necessary that the books and
papers of the late municipalities, now formmg the consoli-

dated City, be carefully preserved for future reference, &c.

Therefore, be it

Besolved, That the Commissioner of City Property be

directed to send all the books, deeds, papers, &c., belong-

ing to the late districts, noAV in his possession, to the office

of the Clerks of Councils.

The resolution was twice read and agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Offered in place the following

:

" A Supplement to an ordinance approved May 8d,

entitled ' An Ordinance to regulate the manner of paving

the streets in the City of Philadelphia, and to provide for
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the payment of the expense thereof.'" (See Arrjendix,

No. 10.)

Which was read, and

Section first beins; under consideration, on motion of

Mr. Freeman,

The further consideration of the bill was postponed,

and referred to the Committee on Highways.

Mr. Freeman

Offered the following resolution

:

Besolved, That the Committee on Police be instructed

to report an ordinance prohibiting the forming of trains of

carts, drays, or other vehicles of burden, in the highways

of the City, and providing that there shall be at least fifteen

feet distance between each of such vehicles.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Offered the following resolution :

Bef'olved, That the Chief Engineer and Surveyor, be
requested and required to report to this Chamber, what
work within his department has been authorized or contract-

ed for, and how much money has been expended on each

piece of such work, so authorized or contracted for, up to

this time, and how much will be required to be expended on

such unfinished work, in each and every month, for the resi-

due of the current fiscal year, and by what authority it was
undertaken or contracted for.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also, the following

:

Jtesolvcd, That the Committee on City Property be re-

quested and directed to furnish to this Chamber a schedule

of all the property now held by the City, not required for

corporation purposes.

Which was twiqe read and agreed to.
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Mr. C. B. Roberts

OiTerecI the following resolution

:

I?esolueii, That his honor the ^Ia3"or recommenrl to the

Police stationed along the Avharves, the nece-sity of abating

the usual habit of small boys resorting thereto, for fishing,

bathing, s-wiinming, &c. Such a course is greatly desired

by a number of our citizens, while the lives of many children

would be saved from an \mtimely death.

Whidh was read, and being under consideration,

Mr. xu'Cleary

Moved that the resolution lie on the table.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Bumm
Offered the following resolution :

Iieeolved, That the Committee on Highways be, and
they are hereby directed to imjuire into the expediency of

having a culvert constructed from the north side of Front

street (on Brown street) to connect with the Cohockaiuk
creek at Uak street.

Which was read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Gibson

Moved to amend by adding to the end thereof, " and

Moore street, from iN'inth street to .Water street."

Which amendment was accepted.

And the resolution as amended was agreed to.

Mr. W^inship,

(On leave granted) presented the resignation of Saml.

Ewing, as Assistant Engineer of the Fourth Fire District.

Which was read and accepted.

Mr. Gay-

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That a special committee of five be appoint-
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ed, who shall have the supervision of the publishing, print-

ing, binding and stationery re<^uircd by this branch of

Councils.

Which was read and under consideration, -when

Mr. Gordon

Moved to strike out '* That a special committee of five

be appointed," and substitute " the Ulerk."

Mr. Grayson

Moved to lay the resolution on the table.

Which was agreed to.

Mr Patterson

Moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the re-

port of the Committee on Claims was accepted.

Which was agreed to, and on motion of

Mr. Patterson

That the report be recommitted to the Committee,

It was agreed to.

Mr. Mascher

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, June Ttli, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J.,

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Binder,

Bilj-eu,

Bishop,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bockius,

Bumm,
Chester,

Conrad,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Duane,
Dunk,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Grayson,

Green,

Hancock,
Hassinger,

Henry,
King,

Knorr,

Manuel,

Messrs. ^farsh,

JMartin,

^lascher,

Miller, Andrew,
Miller, Hiram,
Miller, J . Washington,

Moore,
Murphy,
M'Adams,
M'Cleary,

M-Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parham,
Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Preston,

Reed,
Ridgway,
Roberts'^, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

Steelling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vanhorn,
Welsh,
AVilletts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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Mr. Ridgwaj

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Messrs. Bumm, Enos, Gibson, and King presented nu-

merous petitions from citizens, remonstrating against any

reduction of the police force.

Messrs. jNIascher, O'Neill, Stevenson, ^tlurphy, Bremer,

Gay, Taylor, Barton and Borie presented numerous peti-

tions of citizens, asking a reduction of the present police

force of the City.

Which were severally read, and referred to the Com-

mittee on Police.

Mr. Dunk

Presented a memorial from citizens of the First Ward,
relative to the establishment of a wharf line on the river

front, below the Navy Yard, and asking that Wharf street #
may be bulked and graded.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Port Wardens, Public Landings, and Wharves.

Messrs. Mascher and Bremer presented petitions from

citizens of the Eleventh and Twelfth Wards, remonstrating

against the high price which they are compelled to pay per

thousand cubic feet of gas, and asking to be placed upon

an equality Avith the most favored consumers of the same.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Gas

Works.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a communication from John Daly, stating

that his name had been obtained surreptitiously to a petition

in favor of a continuance of the present police force.

Which was read and laid on the table.
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Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property fronting

on Sylbert street, between Tenth and Eleventli streets, ask-

ing that the same may be paved.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Mr. Parker

Presented a petition from Farmers, Butchers, and Vic-

tuallers occupying stalls in the High street Market, protest-

ing against any change in the Ordinance organizing the

Department of Markets.

Which was read, and referred to the Special Committee
having charge of the subject.

Mr. Knorr

Presented a petition from residents east of the Schuyl-

kill river, asking for the early building of the bridge at

Chestnut street, across the said river.

Mr. Gay

Presented a communication from Benjamin Seltzer,

calling the attention of Councils to the condition of his prop-

erty on the Cohocksmk creek.

Which were severally read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Highways.

The President

Presented a petition from renters of stalls and stands

in the Washinorton and Wharton Markets, remonstratino;

against any change in the office of Department of Markets.

Which w^as read and referred to the Special Committee
having charge of the subject.

Also,

A communication from W. W. Frazier, and Nalbro'

Frazier, Administrators of the Estate of B. W. Frazier,

20
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dec'd, asking that a culvert or other outlet may be con-

structed in the vicinity of Montgomery and Seventh streets.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on High-

ways.

Also,

A communication from John Lindsa}", City Treasurer,

in answer to a resolution passed by this Council, ]May 24th,

1855.

Also,

A communication from John Diehl, Commissioner of

City Property, in reply to a resolution of this Council of

the 24th May, with accompanying documents.

Also,

A communication from James Horner, Superintendent

of Wharves and Landings, in reply to a resolution of this

Council of the 24th of May.

Which were severally read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Also, the following

:

Health Office, )

June 5, 1855.
)

At a meeting of the Board of Health, held this day, it

was

Besolved, That the attention of City Councils be called

to the condition of the inlets, or the common sewers or cul-

verts, with the request to direct that periodical application

of 50 lbs. chloride lime shall be made every two weeks
durinn; the warm weather.

Extract from the minutes.

Samuel P. Marks,
Clerk.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on
Highways.
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The President

Announced the following as the Committees on Visita-

tion of Girard College, for 1855-56:

3Iay.—Messrs. Preston {Chair)na7i'), A. J. Baker, Brouse,
King, Chester, and AVilletts.

June.-—iMessrs. Biddle, Stevenson, J. W. Miller, Tread-
well, Grayson, Brooraall and Borle.

July.—Messrs. Bumm ((7/;a/7V7;a»), Hand, Conrad, Dough-
erty, Gordon, Peall and Barton.

Augii&t.— Messrs. Houseman, Bockius, Winship, Reed,
O'Neill, Fuller and Vaux.

September.—Messrs. Binder (^Chainiian'), Craven, H. Mil-

ler, Hassinger, Sandgran, Uavis and JNI'Adams.

October.—Messrs. Patterson, Parker, M'Cleary, M'Mullen,

Dyer and Marsh.

November.—Messrs. Henry {Chairman), Hoppel, Green,
Gibson, Berry and Baird.

December.—iMessrs. Bishop, Hancock, Bremer, Bilyeu,

Knorr, Levering.

January.—Messrs. Steelling (^Chairman), Taylor, Welsh,
Dunk, Ridgway, and C. B. Roberts.

February.—IMessrs. Enos, Freeman, Gay, Mascher, A.Mil-
ler, Martin.

March.—Messrs. Parham QChairmai'), Davenport, Butler,

Manuel, iMurphy, T. J. Roberts.

April.—Messrs. Penrose, Duane, Spencer Roberts, Moore,
A. Baker, Vanhorn.

Also,

That he had made the following changes in the Stand-

ing Committees

:

Geo. F. Gordon, Chairman of Committee on Markets,

in place of Robert Newell.
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Charles Vanhorn, Committee of LaAv, in p'!ace of Geo.

F. Gordon.

Lewis R. Broomall, Committee on City Property, in

place of Robert Newell.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose of going

into a nomination and election of Directors of Girard College.

Which was agreed to, when

Mr. ]Manuel nominated James J. Boswell.

Mr. Davis " John AVhiteman.

Mr. Gibson " John W. Ryan.

Mr. Patterson " Samuel II. Perkins.

Mr. Borie " Henry D. Gilpin.

Mr. Hassmger " William Vogdes.

On motion,

Council proceeded to an election of the same.

Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall, Bockius,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Duane,

Dunk, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Green,

Henry, King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram),

M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Ridgway,
Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steelling,

Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, President.

38 voted for James J. Boswell.

Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm, Ches-

ter, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Enos, Free-

man, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Green, King, flannel. Marsh,

Miller (Hiram), ]\l'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Penrose,

Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling,

Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Freaident.

33 voted for John W. Ryan.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Barton,
Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty, Gay, Hancock,

Ilassinger, Henry, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew)

,
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Miller (.J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson,

Taylor, Vauhorn, Welsh, Winship.

30 voted for Samuel H. Perkins,

Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Borie,

Brouse, Dougherty, Duaue, Gay, Hancock, Martin, Miller

(x\ndrew). Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (T. J.),

Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

22 voted for Henry D. Gilpin.

Messrs. A. J. Baker, Bremer, liassinger, Maschcr, C.

B. Roberts, Stevenson, Taylor.

7 voted for William Vogdes.

The Clerk reported 65 votes were cast, to wit

:

James J. Boswell, 38 votes.

John W. Ryan, 33 votes.

Samuel H. Perkins, 30 votes.

Henry D. Gilpin, 22 votes.

William Yogdes, 7 votes.

James J. Boswell an:l John W. Ryan having received

a majority of all the votes cast were declared elected Direc-

tors of the Girard College for the term of four years.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to proceed to a nomination and election of

Trustees of the City Ice Boat, in place of William Cummings,
whose term of office has expired.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Bishop nominated Edward C. Knight, '
,

Mr. M'Cleary " Andrew J. Wester.

On motion,

Council proceeded to an election, when

Messrs. Baird, Barton, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broom-
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all, Brouse, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport,

Davis, Dunk, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson,

Green, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (liiram), M'Mullen,

Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Ro-

berts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Willetts,

Hacker, Preaident.

37 voted for E. C. Knight.

jNIcssrs. Baker (A. J.),Borie, Bremer, Bockius, Dough-

erty, Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Knorr,

Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

Murphv, M' Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall,

Roberts (C. B ), Roberts (T.' J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Van-

horn, Welsh, Winship,

28 voted for A. J. Wester.

The Clerk reported 65 votes were cast.

E. C. Knight having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared elected a Trustee of the City Ice

Boat for the term of three years.

Mr. Reed

Presented a petition from David Sankey, Treasurer of

the North Western Railroad Company, asking Councils to

pass an Ordinance for the issuing of City bonds for the

payment of the fourth instalment to the stock of said Com-

pany.

W^hich was read and referred to the Committee on

Finance.

The President

Presented a comnnniication from Isaac Hazlehurst,

City Solicitor, in reply to a resolution of this Council of the

31st instant

:

City Solicitok's Office, )

Philadelphia, June 7th, 1855.
i

To the Members of the Common Council:

Gentlemen :—Your resolution of the 31st ult., calling

for information as to the amount of taxes due by the late
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collectors, their names and sureties, Avas duly received at

this office. Notwithstanding every exertion has been made
to procure tiic desired information from the various depart-

ments, I have been unable to comply with your request to

answer at the " next stated meeting;" but will communi-

cate at the earliest day as full a report as it is possible to

make upon the subject.

I remain yours, respectfully,

I. Hazlehurst.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Presented a bill from James M. Jackson, Clerk of the

Orphans' Court, for fees of office.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, presented
the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report a resolution di-

recting notice to be given for the opening of Vienna street,

from Queen to West street ; and Twentieth street, from
South to Federal street ; and Franklin street from Sixth to

Seventh, and from Jefferson Avenue to Front street, in ac-

cordance with the provisions of the Supplement to the Act
consolidating the City of Philadelphia.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

B. R. Miller^
0. P. CORNMAN,
D. C. Ends,

W. H. Stokes,

P. A. Keyser,
Thomas J. Roberts,

VV. B. R. Selby.
Committee Room^ June 7, 1855.
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A resolution to give notice of the intended opening of

certain parts of Vienna street, Twentieth street, and Frank-

lin street.

Resolved^ That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be directed to give notice forthwith to the owners of the

ground tlirough and over wliich A' ienna street, from Queen
to West street, is laid out on the plan of the late District of

Kensinjfton, and to the owners of the ground throu<;;h and

over which Twentieth street, from South to Federal street,

is laid out on the plan of the late Township of Passyunk,

and the owners of the ground through which Franklin street

from Sixth to Seventh streets, and from Jeiferson avenue to

.Front street, on the plan of the late District of Southwark,

that at the expiration of three months from said notice,

Councils will order the said streets, within the said limits, to

be opened for public use, as they are authorized to do by
the seventh section of an Act of Assembly, approved April

21st, 1855, a supplement to the act consolidating the City

of Philadelphia.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr M'Cleary

jMoved to amend, to strike out " West street" and in-

sert " Frankford Road."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the resolution as amended was adopted.

The title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred a

petition asking that Franklin avenue, from Third to x\pple

streets, be paved of its full width ; also, a remonstrance

against the same, asking that the centre space in each

square may be set apart and curbed,

Report, That after full consideration of the subject,

and a conference with the party presenting the petition for
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paving the whole width, they would rocoramend that spaces
twenty feet in width be left in each square, to be curbed in,

and planted with shade trees, to form a promenade or walk.

The Committee further recommend, that a culvert be
constructed at Fourth street, from the south, to the north
side of Franklin street, a distance of about seventy feet

;

the construction of the same would remove two bad gutters,

and relieve the south side of the street from being over-

flowed during heavy rains.

Annexed are t.vo resolutions, which the Committee
recommend Councils to pass.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.
B. R. Miller,
0. P. CORNMAN,
D. C. Ends,
W. H. Stokes,

P. A. Keyser,
Thomas J. Roberts,
J NO. A. Houseman,
W. B. R. Selby.

Committee Room, June Ith, 1855.

Resolved, That the Department of Highways be di-

rected to pave Franklin Avenue, from Third to Apple
street, leaving spaces of twenty feet in width in the centre

of said street to be curbed and planted with shade trees.

Resolved, That the Department of Highways be di-

rected to cause a culvert to be constructed in Fourth street,

from the south to the north side of Franklin Avenue, with

two inlets to the same.

Which Avere read, and

The first resolution being under consideration,

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend to strike out " and planted with shade

trees."

Which amendment was agreed to.

21
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The question recurring on the resolution as amended,

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend by adding the following

:

" Provided, however, that before any such paving as

aforesaid be done op])Osite to any lot, the owner thereof

shall pay to the Chief Commissioner of HighAvays the full

amount of the cost of such paving, Avhich the said Commis-

sioner shall in such case expend thereon.

" And provided also, that no corporation money shall be

expended at the intersection of said streets or otherwise un-

til the said Chief Commissioner and the Chief Engineer

shall have made and reported to the Common Council an

estimate of the cost thereof, and the same shall have been

authorized by ordinance passed for that purpose."

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend the amendment by adding the following

:

Provided, that the Commissioner of Highways shall

allot the said paving to the paver who has procured the sig-

natures of the owners of property, taking proper security

for the faithful performance of the Avork, and shall require

that the said paver shall collect the claims for paving from

the owners of property fronting on said street, without the

City corporation being any way liable therefor.

The question being on the amendment to the amend-

ment,

It was not agreed to.

On the question of agreeing to the amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Pen-

rose and M'Cleary.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Dougherty, Martin, Penrose.

Nays—Messrs. Baker, (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Bremer, Broomall,

Brouse, Bockius, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Daven-
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port, Duane, Dunk, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson
Grayson, Groan, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, King, Knorr
Manuel, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram)
Miller (J.Washington), Moore, Murphy, M'Adams, M'Clea-

ry, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Preston
Kidgway, Roberts (C. 13.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T
J.), Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell

Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

Yeas 4 ; nays 60.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Moved that the further consideration of the resolution

be postponed for the present.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolu-

tion,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Penrose

and O'Neill.

And being ordered, were as folioays :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Barton, Binder,

Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davis, Dougherty, Dunk, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Grayson, Green, Hassinger,

Henry, King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Mil-

ler (AndrcAv), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington),

Moore, Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, M'Mullen, O'Neill,

Parham, Parker, Peall, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.),

Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steelling,

Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Hacker, Fresident.

Nays—]Messr3. Bockius, Patterson, Preston, Steven-

son, Treadwell.

Yeas 55 ; nays 5.

Which was agreed to.
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The second resolution -was twice read, and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report a bill supplement-

ary to the Ordinance to regulate the manner of paving the

streets, and recommend that it be passed.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.
Wm. B. R. Selby,

George A. Binder,
Thomas J. Roberts,

D. C. Ends,
P. A. Keyser,
W. H. Stokes,

0. P. CORNMAN.
Committee Room, June 7, 1855.

" A Supplement to an Ordinance approved ^Tay 3,

1855, entitled, an Ordinance to regulat-e the maimer of

paving the streets in the City of Philadelphia, and to pro-

vide for the payment of the expenses thereof."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the Ordinance.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend to insert between the words '' when-

ever" and " the," where they occur, " a majority of."

Mr. Ridgway

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned until next Thursday.

Which was not agreed to.
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The question being on agreeing to the amendment,

It was agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved further to amend by adding at the end of the

section the following proviso :

" Provided, that the Commissioner of Highways shall

allot all such paving to the paver Avho has procured the sig-

natures of the owners of property, taking proper security

for the faithful performance of the work, and shall require

that the said paver shall collect the claims for paving, from
the owners of property fronting on said street, without the

City corporation being any way liable therefor."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Hiram iNIiller

Moved to still further amend the section by inserting

between the words " graded " and " are " where they occur,

the words " and on which the watar pipes have been laid."

Which was also agreed to.

The question now being on the section as amended,

Mr. Patterson

]\Ioved to amend to strike out the word " on," in the

last amendment, and insert " through" in lieu thereof.

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved to amend the proviso by striking out the word
" paver," Avhere it occurs, and insert in lieu thereof, " any

person or contractor."

Which was also agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
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postponed, and tlic Ordinance be recommitted to the Com-
mittee on Highways.

Which was agreed to,

And the Ordinance was so referred.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Couimon Cou7icils

:

The Committee on Highways report herewith an Ordi-

nance to provide for the construction of vaults under foot

pavements, and fixing the charge therefor.

Respectfully submitted.

James M.-Ctieson,

Chairman.
0. P. CORNMAN,
li. K. Miller,

D. C. Eaos,

W. H. tSXUKES,

p. A. Keyser,
Thomas J. Roberts,

Jno. a. Houseman.
Wm. B. R. Selby.

ComynittFe Room, June 5, 1855.

" An Ordinance to regulate the construction of vaults

under the streets, and to provide for the enforcement of

useful regulations during the time of such construction."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of tlie ordinance, when

Mr. Steelling

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed.

Mr. Gibson

Moved to amend the motion, " and that it be printed

for the use of the members."

"Which was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.
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Mr. Spencer Roberts,

Chairman of the Committee on Surveys and Eegnla-

tions, presented the following bill, entitled " An Ordinance

to make an appropriation to the Department of Surveys,"

and

Moved that the same be referred to the Committee on

Finance.

Which was agreed to.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Surveys ai\d Regulations beg leave

to offer the accompanying resolutions, and ask their adoption.

Spencer Roberts,
Chairmayi.

J. L. Hutchinson,
Alg'n S. Roberts,
P. M. IIagner,

Samuel C. Willetts,
Wm. Conrad,
C. S. DuNX.

Committee Room. ^ June 7, 1855.

Resolved, That the Chief Engineer and Surveyor be di-

rected to have replaced all corner stones and land-marks

that may have been destroyed or removed within the limits

of the Second Survey District, so far as the plan of the

said District has been confirmed.

Resolved, That the Chief Engineer and Surveyor be

authorized and directed to have such records of plans, and

register of surveys, that may be contained in the offices of

Surveyoi's under the old arrangement of Districts, copied,

that the Surveyors and Regulators may be in possession of

the necessary information to prosecute with accuracy the

surveys and regulations, Avithin the limits of their respec-

tive districts.

Resolved, That the Chief Engineer and Surveyor be au-

thorized to direct a revision of the grades of so much of the

Twenty-second Ward as is enclosed within the limits of the
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late borough of Gcruiantown, and to fix stones and land-

marks for tlie present confirmed regulation of plan, and of

such streets and aveimes as may have been laid out and ac-

cepted by the City since the confirmation of such plan.

Jicfolved, That the Department of Iliglnvays be direct-

ed, that in all cases of opening or grading streets or avenues,

they shall conform to the grades and ^vidths established,

and which shnll be furnished under the direction of the de-

partment of Surveys.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolutions, when

The first resolution was adopted.

The second resolution was adopted.

To which Select Council concurred.

The third resolution being under consideration,

Mr. Treadwell

Moved, that the further consideration thereof, be post-

poned until next meeting of Council.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Green,

Chairman of the Committee on Claims, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the

ordinance entitled " A Supplement to an ordinance entitled

' An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Department

of Highways, Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing the City, to

pay upon the terms herein mentioned for certain work per-

formed by virtue of a certain contract, approved May 10,

1855,' " have had the same under consideration, and report

negative on the bill, but recommend the claim of George

Kelley to the Committee on Highways, kc, to report a bill

to pay him the amount of his claim.

We have also had the bill of Charles S. Peall, Clerk of
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the late District of Richmond, for $171.08, under conside-

ration, which we find correct, and that the same be referred

to the Committee on Finance for payment.

A. W. Green,
Chairman.

W. B. R. Selly,

T. J. Perkins,

T. W. HiGGIXS,

Geo. M. Sandgran,
Tiios. Marsh,
W. Levering.

Committee Room, Jane 7, 1855.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Parham,

Chairman of the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-
partment, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

Gentlemen :—The Committee on Trusts and Fire De-

partment beg leave to offer the following ordinance, and ask

its adoption.

Wm. M. Pariiam,

Chairman.
0. H. Parker,
W. S. WiNSiiiP,

J. W. Miller,

James M. Gibson,

George F. Gordon,
John Welsh,
John M'Whorter,
John K. Knorr,
Nathan Hilles,

Wm. B. Small.

Committee Boom, 3Iay 31, 1855.

An ordinance to make an appropriation to the Super-

intendent of Trusts.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

22
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Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Select Council concurred.

Also,

The following report relative to the steam fire engine,

(^See Appendix, No. 11.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing resolution

:

Resolved, That the Commissioner on City Property,

under the supervision of the Committee on City Property,

be, and he is hereby authorized to lease for a term of one

or more years, not exceeding five, the Public Hall in Third
street, below Green, (known as the Commissioners' Hall of

the Northern Liberties,) to the Commissioners of the Con-

solidation Bank, or any other responsible parties, at an an-

nual rent of nine hundred dollars, payable quarterly, and
subject to such reservations as may be agreed upon between
the parties.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution, when

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned, and the resolution be referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Binder

Moved that the regular order of business be suspended
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for the purpose of taking up an ordinance from Select

Council, providing for a survey of the Delaware front.

"Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed a bill, en-

titled " An Ordinance providing for a survey of the Dela-

ware front, in accordance with the act of Consolidation, sec-

tion twenty-eighth."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. Martin

Moved to amend the same by adding, " That the Chief

Surveyor and Engineer be ordered to finish and report to

Councils the result of his survey, within six months from

the passage of this ordinance, and in order to enable him

to do the same within the time specified, he is hereby au-

thorized to appoint an assistant until the work is finished,

and no longer.

Mr. Dougherty

Moved to amend the amendment to strike out the " pro-

viso " and insert the " amendment."

On this question the yeas and nays were demanded by

Messrs. Martin and Dougherty.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Binder, Bilyeu,

Broomall, Chester, Conrad, Dougherty, Dunk, Fuller, Gay,

Martin, Miller (Andrew), M'Adams, Parker, Patterson,

Peall, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Welsh, Willetts, Win-

ship, Hacker, Freddent.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Borie,

Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Davenport, Davis, Duane, Enos,

Gibson, Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, King, Knorr,

Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Moore,
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M'Clearj, O'Neill, Roberts (C. B.), Steelling, Stevenson,

Taylor, Treadwell, A^anhorn.

Yeas 23 ; nays 29.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. Martin,

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Dougherty

Moved to amend the section by adding the following

:

" and further provided that the said survey shall be com-

pleted within six months from the passage of this ordi-

nance."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then by special order read a third time and

passed.

The following message was received from the Mayor

:

Mayor's Office, )

Philadelphia, June 7, 1855.
\

To the Common Council of the City of Philadeljihia :

Gentlemen :—I have this day approved and signed the

following ordinances and resolutions, viz.

:

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to the Department of Highways, Bridges, Sew-

ers, and cleansing the City, to pay a certain claim therein

mentioned for work performed by virtue of a certain con-

tract."

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to pay for certain expenses connected with the

lighting of the City."

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to regulate and

fix the width of the cartways in certain streets."
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" A resolution to give notice of the intended opening

of certain parts of Wallace street, in the Fifteenth Ward."

" Resolution adopted by Select and Common Councils

at the City of Philadelphia, the twenty -fourth day of May,
A. D., eighteen hundred and fifty-five."

R. T. CONKAT),

Mayor.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Steelling

Offered the following preamble and resolution :

Whereas, The common practice of running trains of

cars over the City Railroad is an unmitigated nuisance,

greatly interfering with the legitimate business and travel

of a large number of our citizens, and not unfrequently

leading to breaches of the peace ; therefore,

Resolved, Ry the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, that it be deemed unlawful for any
person or persons to run, or cause to be run, any cars over

any part of said City Railroad, between Eighth and ^lar-

ket streets and Dock street Wharf, with less than sixty feet

of clear space between each and every car, and such per-

son or persons found violating the provisions hereni con-

tained, shall forfeit and pay for every such oft'ence the sum
of five dollars, for the use of the City, to be collected as

debts or penalties of like amount are by law sued for and

recovered.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Duane

INIoved to amend, to strike out all after " resolved " and

insert the following

:

That the Committee on Railroads be requested to con-

sider the propriety of reporting an ordinance limiting the

number of cars to be drawn in any single train upon the

City Railroad, between the intersection of Walnut and

Dock streets, and the intersection of Broad and Market

streets.
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The question being upon the amendment,

Mr. Treadwell

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed until our next meeting.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved that this Council do now adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Common Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, June 14th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed
with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Bumm

Presented a petition from owners of property on Water
street, from Race to Vine streets, asking the re-paving of

the same at an early day.

Which was rea^, and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Mr. Patterson

Moved that, in order to save time, no communication
or petition be hereafter read, unless the member presenting,

or any other member, may desire it to be done.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Winship

Presented a petition from members of the Philadelphia

Hose Company, one of the accepting fire companies, asking

for such alteration or repeal of the provisions of the ordi-

nance reorganizing the Fire Department as debars the Fire

Department from electing their Chief Engineer, as inter-

feres with the local arrangement of each company in refe-

rence to its members, and requiring returns of company af-

fairs under oath.

Mr. Baird

Presented one of like import from the Southwark Hose
Company.

Mr. Welsh

One of like import from the Vigilant Hose Company.

Mr. J. W. J^Iiller

One of like import from the Friendship Engine Com-
pany.
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Mr. T. Davis

Two of like import from the America Ilose and Colum-

bia Engine Companies.

Mr. Preston

One of like import from the Pennsylvania Hose Com-
pany.

Mr. A. J. Baker

One of like import from the Hope Engine Company.

One of which being read, they were severally referred

to the Committee on Trusts and Fire Department.

Messrs. Peall, M'Cleary, A. J. Baker, Vanhorn,

Maschcr, Duane,

Presented numerous petitions from citizens of various

Wards of the City, asking a reduction of the present police

force.

Which Avere severally referred to the Committee on

Police.

Mr. M'Cleary

Presented a petition from residents on Blair street, in

the Nineteenth Ward, asking that the same may be graded

as soon as possible.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on High-

ways, &c.

Mr. Green

Presented a petition from citizens of the Eighteenth

Ward, remonstrating against any reduction in the present

police force.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police.

Mr, Hancock

Presented a memorial from the " Kingsessing and Tini-

23
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cum Meadow Company," in the TAventy-fourth Ward, asking

a reduction of the tax on certain meadow property in said

Ward.

Which Avas referred to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a petition from owners of property on Clinton

street, between Girard and Thompson streets, asking that

the same may be paved as soon as practicable.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways.

Also,

A petition from owners of property on Clinton street,

between Girard and Thompson streets, asking tliat the jiipes

of conduit for the introduction of the Schuylkill water, may
be laid in said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water.

Mr. Bumm
Presented a petition from the owners of property in

the vicinity of Wood and Queen streets. Eighteenth \\ ard,

askins; for the construction of a culvert for the draining of

the water flowing along those streets.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on High-

ways, &c.

Mr. Preston

Presented a petition from owners of property on Lev-

ering street, in the Twenty-first ^Vard, asking that the repairs

and improvements on said street may be completed.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

HighAvays, kc.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property on

Thirty-second street, asking a change of the lines of said

street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways.
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Also,

A petition from citizens, remonstrating against any re-

duction in the present police force.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police.

Also,

A petition from Enoch Thorn, asking Councils to intro-

duce his improvement for ventilating sewers, into the sew-

ers of the City generally, and asking compensation for

those already in successful operation.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Also,

A petition from property owners fronting on Shippen

street, between Fifteenth and Seventeenth streets, asking

that gas pipes may be laid on said street, as soon as con-

venient.

Which was referred to the Committee on Gas.

Mr. Peall

Presented a petition from owners of property on Somer-

set street, between Richmond street and Gunner's Run
Canal, asking that said street may be paved as soon as

practicable.

Also,

A remonstrance against the same.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

flijrhwavs, &c.

Mr. A. J. Baker

Presented a petition from the members of the Diligent

Fire Engine Company, asking for such repeal of the pro-

visions of the Ordinance re-organizing the Fire Department,

as debars the Fire Department from electing their Chief

Engineer, as interferes with the local arrangements of each

Company, in reference to its members, and requiring returns
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of Company affairs under oath, and that so much of any

now cxistini^ ordinance as provides pay or compensation to

the Assistant Engineers be repealed.

Which -was read and referred to the Committee on

Trusts and Fire Department.

Mr. Ilassinger

Presented a communication from citizens and property

holders of the late Eorough of Bridesburg, stating that a

petition had been presented to Councils from said place, for

the purpose of having the said District included as a rural

one, and that many had signed the same, under an erroneous

imjircs^ion, and that Avhatevcr changes may take jilace as

far as the consideration of the rural districts are concerned,

that they are desirous of retaining their ^'ight Police, and

desire the same may be continued.

Which was referred to the Special Committee on the

Rural Districts.

Mr. INIartin

Presented a petition from the citizens of the Tenth Di-

vision of the Fourth Ward, asking for a change in the place

of voting from the present place to the house of William

Whitesides, at the corner of Broad and Rose streets.

Which was referred to the Committee on Law.

Mr. ;Marsh

Presented a petition from residents and owners of pro-

perty in the vicinity of Race, Chester and Eighth streets,

asking the construction of culvert on said streets.

Which was referred to tfie Committee on Highways.

Mr. Freeman

Presented sundry bills from the Northern Liberties

Gas Com})any, for gas consumed by the public lamps in the

late Districts of the Northern Liberties, Kensington and
Richmond.

Which was referred to the Committee on Gas Works.
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Mr. O'Neill

Presented a petition from owners of property on Carl-

Tvalader, south of Columbia street, in the Nineteenth Ward,
asking that the same may be graded to the regulation last

made.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Messrs. Knorr and Enos

Presented petitions from citizens, asldng the construc-

tion of a bridge over the iScbuylkill river, at Chestnut street,

as provided for by the recent supplement to the Consolida-

tion Act.

Which were referred to the Committee on Ilish-

ways, &c.

Mr. Patterson

Presented a petition from Lawrence Doyle, asking

Councils to appoint him to the situation of watchman, or

weigher of coal, or receiver of tickets for coke at the Gas
Works, having been rendered totally unfit for any heavy
business, in consequence of an accident he met with at the

construction of the Gasometer.

Which was referred to the Committee on Gas Works.

The President

Presented a petition from Messrs. Caleb S. Wright and
Charles W. Bender, asking that Councils will lease them
the landing at Ford's lane, on the Schuylkill, in the Twenty-
first Ward.

Which was referred to th^ Committee on Port Wardens,
&c., without reading.

Also,

A communication from F. Knox Morton, tlie City Trea-

surer elect, submitting the names of Charles R. Danen-

hower, Abel Lukens and John L. Vantine, as his securities.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Fi-

nance, in Conjunction with the Solicitor.
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Also,

A communication from Isaac Ed^jre, Sr., Pyrotechnist,

of Jersey City, oftering liis services to sujyply tliis govern-

ment Avith fire-works on the appi'oaching anniversary of In-

dependence.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Also,

A communication from George Sturges, Secretary to

the Board of ^surveyors :

Philadelphia, June 14, 1855.

Wm. P. Hacker, Esq., Pi^eddent of Common Council

:

Sir:—I am directed to forward you the folloAving

:

Extract from the Minutes of the Board of Survcijors and
Ecyulators. June 11, 1855.

Whereas, The members of this Board having heard

"wiiJli regret that statements have been made in the Select

and Common Council Chambers, that the Surveyors of the

several districts did not wish to perform any of the public

work or surveying for the City, whilst at the same time the

duties Ave are now called upon to perform do not afford us

suIHciont employment or compensation. Be it therefore

PiCi^olved, That the Board of Surveyors, in stated

meeting assembled, do most re-pectfully protest against fhe

authorizing of any person to make survey of all or any part

of our districts for any purpose, while we are ready and

willing to attend to any duty Coimcils may direct, or the

Act of Consolidation and its Supplement prescribe.

Pesolved, In the opinion of this Board, it would be, at

present, a useless expenditure of the public money to autho-

rize a survey of the river front, included in the First

and Second Districts, whilst a survey is being made by

Thomas Stewart, Esq., under Commissioners at |)resent

authorized by nn Act of Legislature, which is costing the

City adarge daily cxj)cnditure.

Jlesolvedy In the opinion of this Board, the survey at
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present being made in First and Second Districts should be

completed, the plan approved, the land-marks designating

the streets placed in their positions, and then, by direction

of Councils, the sounding in the direct line of each street

should be taken, reduced to the lowest tides, and marked on

a map prepared for such pui pose, so that the line to which

wharves should be erected could then be marked thereon."

Geo. Sturges,

Secretary to the Board of Surveyors.

Which were read and referred to the Committee on
Port Wardens, ka.

Also,

A communication from the Board of Health, with a

letter from Mr. T. H. Tuttle, relative to the removal of

kitchen ofi'al, and the building of a culvert on \ ine, east of

Twentieth street.

Which were read and referred to the Committee on

Highways, &c.

Also,

A communication from R. J. Hemphill, Secretary of

the Board of Controllers of Public Schools, with the follow-

ing resolutions, as passed by said board, June 12th, 1S55:

Jiesolved, That the City Councils be requested to take

action upon the lots recommended to be taken on ground
rent, for the erection of new school-houses, and such other

recommendations as have been referred to them by this

Board during the past year.

Besolved, That the City Councils be requested to take

such action as will secure to this Board the Girard School-

house, in the First Ward, for public school purposes.

Which were both read and referred to the Committee
on Schools.

Also,

A communication from the Board of Health, rela-



184 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [June 14,
ft

tive to the want of suitable provisions for the removal of

kitchen oifal.

Also, the following resolution:

Itesohed, That Parrish street, at Corinthian avenue, is

a nuisance prejudicial to healtii, and that the attention of

City Councils be called to the same, with the request that

they have the nuisance abated.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-

mittee on Highways, &-c.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Presented a petition from owners of property on Vine-

yard street, between Nineteenth and Ridge Avenue, asking

to have Avater-pipes laid on said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water.

Mr. Knorr

Presented a petition from citizens of the Twenty-fourth

Ward, asking Councils to pass a supplement to an ordinance

approved March 1st, 1855, entitled " An Ordinance relating

to horses, cows, sheep, and other animals running at large,"

so that each resident or housekeeper may have one cow and

no more to run at large on the public roads.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police with-

out readino;.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the

annexed resolution, relative to leasing the Commissioners'

Hall of the late District of the Northern Liberties, recom-
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mend the adoption of the same by striking out the word
" five" and inserting " three."

TnOS.^CKAVEN,

Chairman.

J. F. Knour,
W. B. R. Selby,

0. P. CornMAN,
W. C. Patterson,

John Welsh,
Chas, B. Penrose,

James Davenport.

Committee Itooyn, June 14, 1855.

Resolved, That the Commissioner on City Property,

under the supervision of the Committee on City Property,

be, and he is hereby authorized to lease, for a term of one

or more years, not exceeding three, the Public Hall in Third

street, below Green, (known as the Commissioners' Hall of

the Northern Liberties,) to the Commissioners of the

Consolidation Bank, or any other responsible parties, at an

annual rent of nine hundred dollars, payable quarterly, and

subject to such reservations as may be agreed upon between

the parties.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to amend, to insert '^ not less than" between

the words "of" and "nine."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend, to insert "by leasing the basement,

first and second story rooms in the Hall for not less than

$900."

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend the amendment by striking out the

24 •
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words, " not less than one nor exceeding five years," and

inserting " not exoeeciing one year."

Which amendmei t to the amendment was not agreed to.

The question being on the amendment,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to strike out $900, and insert $2000.

Which was not agreed to.

The amendment vas not agreed to.

The question rec irring on the adoption of the resolu-

tion,

The yeas and na ys were called; but before being or-

dered,

Mr. M'Cleary

Moved to amend, to strike out " Commissioners of the

Consolidation Bank, cr other responsible parties," and in-

sert " Controllers of I'ublic Schools."

Mr. O'Neill

Gloved to amend the amendment, to strike out " hall

in Third street," and insert the words, " all the halls belong-

ing to the City."

Mr. Freeman

Moved that the further consideration of the resolution

be postponed.

Which was not agreed to.

The question being on the amendment to the amend-

ment,

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the resolution be recommitted to the Com-
mittee on Finance, with instruction to report it with amend-
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ment?, reserving explicitly that part of the building now
used for school purposes.

Which was agreed to.

Also, the following report:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Finance beg eave to report the ac-

companying bill, entitled "An Ordnance to authorize a

loan to pay the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth

and tenth instalments on the subs( ription to the caj.ital

stock of the Northwestern Railroad Oompany, and the an-

nexed resolution," and ask the adopt on of the resolution.

Th)S. Cravex,
Chairman.

J. ^'. Knorr,
W. B. R. Selby,

0. P. CORNMAN,
W, C. Patterson,

Jn '. Welsh,
Cius. B. Penrose,

jAiiES Davenport.

Committee Room., June 1-itJi, 1855.

Resolved, That the Clerk be au horized and required

to publish in two daily newspapers (f this City, daily for

four weeks, the ordinance presented go the Common Coun-

cil on this fourteenth day of June, 1^55, being a stated day

for the meeting of Councils, entitled ' An Ordinance to au-

thorize a loan to pay the fourth, fifth, sixtli, seventh,

eighth, ninth and tenth instalments on the subscription

to the capital stock of the Northwcotern Railroad Company,"

and the said Clerk, at the stiited meeting of Councils next

alter the expiration of four weeks from the first day of said

publication, shall present to this Council one of each of the

said newspapers for every day in which the same shall havo

been made.

The ordinance was then read. (^Sec Appendix, No. 12.)

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.
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Mr. Andre-w" Miller

Moved that the further consideration of the resolvtion

be postponed, and that it be referred back to the Committee

to report more fullv upon the subject.

Which -was not agreed to.

The question being on the adoption of the resolution,

It """as agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, &c., present-

ed the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councih

:

The Committee on Highways submit a bill providing

for the regulation of the use of locomotive engines within

certain portions of the City.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Girsoy,

Chairman.
Wm. B. R. Selly,

Geo. a. Binder,
0. p. cornman,
John A. Houseman,
B. R. Miller,

TlIOS. J. ROLERTS,

D. C. Enos,

P. A. Keyser.

Committee Room^ June Ith, 1855.

" An Ordinance to regulate the speed at which cars

may be conveyed and locomotive engines proj elled over the

railroads within the limits of the City of Philadelphia, and

to prescril>e regulations thereabout."

On motion.

Council proceeded to tiie second reading and cotiside-

ration of the ordinance.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 189

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed, and printed for the use of the members.

Which was agreed to.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways submit a resolution, di-

recting notice to be given for the opening of Girard avenue,

from Landing street to the river ISchuylkill.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.

D. C. Ends,
W, H. Stokes,

Geo. a. Binder,

0. p. cornman,
P. A. Keyser,
John A. Houseman,
ThOS. J. liOBERTS.

Committee Eoom, June lith, 1855.

A resolution to give notice of the intended opening of

Girard avenue, from Landing avenue to the river Schuyl-

kill.

Resolved^ That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be directed to give notice forthwith to the owners of the

ground through and over which Girard avenue, from Land-
ing avenue to the river kSchuylkiil is laid out on the plan

of the late District of Penn, that at the expiration of three

months from the said notice, Councils will order the said

street or avenue, within the said limits, to be opened or

public use, as they are authorized by the seventh section of

an Act of Assembly, approved April 21, 1855, entitled

" A Supplement to the Act consolidating the City of Phila-

delphia."
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On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution, when

The resolution was agreed to, and

The title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred

the petition of Charles Taylor and others, asking for a cul-

vert in Fifteenth street.

Report, that they deem the same much needed for pri

vate drainage, and they report an ordinance annexed, au-

thorizing the culvert to be built, and recommend that it be

passed.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gil son,

Chairman.
D. C. Enos,

W. H. ^Stokes,

Geo. a. Binder,

^ 0. p. cornman,
P. A. Kevser,
Jno. a. Houseman,
ThOS. J. ROLERTS.

Committee Iioom, June lith, 1855.

An ordinance to authorize the construction of a certain

culvert.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

lation of the ordinance.

Mr. Penrose

Gloved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed, and printed for the use of the members, and sub-

Bcc^ucntly withdrew the same.
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The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time, and

passed.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the following report:

To the Select anqt Common Councils:

The Committee on Highways report an ordinance to

pay Messrs. Gordon k Co., balance in full for construction

of culverts in the late District of Richmond, the payment

to be made in bonds issued under ordinance of January 30,

1855.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gieson,

Chairman.
D. C. Enos,

W. H. Stokes,

Geo. a. Binder,
0. p. cornman,
P. A. Keyser,
Jno. a. Houseman,
Thos. J. Roberts.

Committee Room, June 14ith, 1855.

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-

partment of Highways, Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing the

City, to pay in the manner herein mentioned for certain

work, performed by virtue of a certain contract."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.
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Section third was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Penrose,

Chairman of the Committee on Police, to whom was

referred so much of the message of the Mayor as refers to

the police, presented an able report, (»SVg Ajj^endix, No.

13,) with the following resolution annexed :

Jlef^ohfd, That the Committee be discharged from the

further consideration of the subject.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

And the report was accepted.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Police beg leave to report the an-

nexed bill, entitled "A supplement to an Ordinance, approved

January 29th, 1855, entitled ' An Ordinance to make an

appropriation for the expenses of the Police Department for

the year 1855,' " and ask its adoption.

Chas. B. Penrose,
Chairman.

John M'VViiorter,

Ab'm Baker,
A. VV. Green,
0. P. Cornman,
T. J. Perkins,

Fred'k W. Grayson.

Committee Room^ June 14tA, 1855.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside

ration of the ordinance.
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Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved that the further reading and consideration of
the ordinance be postponed, and printed for the use of the

the members.

Which was agreed to.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

;

The Committee on Police beg leave to report the an-

nexed bill, entitled "A Supplement to an Ordinance ap-

proved March 1, 1855, entitled 'An Ordinance relating to

wagons, carts, drays and barrows,' " and ask its adoption.

CiiAs. B. Penrose,
Chairman.

Jno. M'Wiiorter,
Ab'm Baker,
A. W. Green,
0. P. CORNJIAN,

T. J. Perkins,

Fred. W. Grayson.
Committee Boom, June 14, 1855.

And moved that tha further reading and consideration

of the same be postponed, and printed for the use of the

members.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Inft)rms this Council that they have concurred in the

following ordinances and resolutions, to wit

:

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Super-

intendent of Trusts."

" A Resolution to give notice of the intended opening

of certain parts of Vienna street. Twentieth street, and

Franklin street."

" Resolutions relative to paving Franklin avenue, from

Third to Apple streets," and

25
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" Building a culvert on Fourth street, from the south

to the north side of Franklin avenue."

Mr. Patterson

Moved that when we adjourn, we will adjourn to meet

on Monday afternoon next, at three o'clock.

Which was agreed to.

On motion,

Council adjourned.
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MOxXDAY, June 18th, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to adjournment.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J
,

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Biddle,

Binder,

Bisliop,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bumm,
Chester,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Duane,
Dunk,
Dyer,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,
Grayson,

Green,

Hancock,
Hand,
Hassinger,

Henry,

Messrs. Houseman,
King,

Knorr,
Manuel,

Marsh,
Martin,

Mascher,

Miller, Andrew,
Miller, Hiram,
Moore,
Murphy,
M'Cleary,

M'Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parham,
Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Ridgway,
Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Sandgran,

Steelling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vanhorn,
Welsh,
Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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Reports of cominittees being still in order,

Mr. Gordon,

From the Coinmittce on Trusts and Fire Department,

presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Trusts and Fire Department beg

leave to report the annexed bill, entitled "An Ordinance

to re-organize the Fire Department of the City of I'hila-

delphia," and ask its adoption.

Wm. M. Parham,
Chairman.

James M. Giison,

0. 11. i\ Parker,
"VV. tt. Win SHIP,

J. W. Miller,

John M'Wuorter,
George F. Gordon.

Committee Boom, June 7, 1855.

The ordinance having been read, on motion of

Mr. (jordon.

Council resolved itself into a Committee of the "Whole,

(Mr. Patterson in the Lhair,) on the consideration of the

bill, and after some time spent therein, the committee arose

and reported the bill with amendments.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration of the bill bo

postponed, and that the bill as amended be printed for tho

use of the members.

"Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that we now adjourn.

"Which was agreed to.

So Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, June 21st, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J.,

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Biddle,

Binder,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Bumm,
Chester,

Conrad,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Doughertj,
Duane,
Dunk,
Dyer,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,
Grayson,

Hancock,
Hand,
Hassinger,

Henry,
Houseman,
King,

Knorr,

Messrs. Manuel,
Marsh,

Martin,

jMascher,

INJiller, Andrew,
]\Iil]er, Hiram,
]\iiller, J. Washington,
Murphy,
^I'Adaras,

M'Cleary,

M-Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parham,
Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Pre.->ton,

Reed,
Ridgwav,
Roberts', C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

Steelling,

Stevenson,

Treadwell,

Vaux,
Vanhorn,
Welsh,

AVilletts,

Win.-hip,

Hacker, President.
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Mr. M'MuUen

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which Avas agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Oifered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the President shall, at each stated meet-

ing, on the arrival of the hour for the presentation of peti-

tions and memorials, call the Wards in their numerical

order ; but if all the Wards shall not be called, the call

shall be resumed at the next stated meeting.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the regular order of business be suspended

to take up the business at the point where we left off at the

close of the last meeting.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Patterson and Preston,

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Borie, Bremer, Bumm, Davis, Dougherty, Duane,
Grayson, Hancock, King, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (J. Washington), JNlurphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

M'MuUen, O'Neill, liv^berts ((J. *B.), Roberts (t>peucer),

Steelling, Stevenson, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Broomall, Chester,

Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Dyer, Freeman, Gibson, Gor-

don, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Houseman', Manuel, Marsh,

Miller (Hiram), I'arham, Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Pres-

ton, Ridgway, Sandgran, Tread well, Vanhorn.

Yeas 29 ; nays 27.

Which was not agreed to, it requiring a vote of tAvo-

thirds of the members present to suspend the rules.
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Mr. Gibson

Presented a bill from James iMcCoy for cleaning the

streets, &c., in the late District of Moyamensing, from Feb.

1 to July 31, 1854, as per contract.

Which was referred to the Committee on Ili^h-

ways, &c.

Mr. Winship

Presented a communication from the Hand in-Hand
Fire Company, enclosing a preamble and resolution relative

to the proposed moditications in the present ordinance re-

organizing the Fire Department.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Trusts and Fire Department.

Mr. Chester

Presented a communication from D. B. Haas, contain-

ing proposals for removing the railroad track running from

the lieading Railroad along the Schuylkill Kiver to or be-

low Market street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Railroads,

without readinji:.

Mr. Biddle

Presented a petition from Ferdinand J. Dreer, asking

Councils to restore the original grade of Grirard Avenue, in

Twentieth Ward.

Mr. Patterson

Presented a petition from owners of property on the

north side of Market street, between Fifteenth and Seven-

teenth streets, asking that the same may be graded and re-

paved.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways, without reading.
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A petition from citizens, remonstrating against the or-

dinance, as jjasscd by Select Council, relating to dogs.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Mr. Mascher

Presented a petition from citizens of the Eleventh

Ward, asking a reduction of the present police force, and

remonstrating against any increase of salaries of policemen

and police officers.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the petition be referred to a special com-

mittee of five.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Penrose and M'Uleary.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Eaird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Bidclle, Borie, Bremer, Conrad, Craven,

Dougherty, Duane, Freeman, Clay, Hancock, Has-
singer, Henry, Knorr, j\lartin, ]Mascher, ^iiller (Andrew),
Miller (Hiram), ^liller (J. Washington), Murphy,
M'Adams, >i'Cleary, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson,

Peall, Preston, Ptidgway, Roberts (C. B), Boberts (Spen-

cer), Roberts (T. J.), fcteelling, Stevenson, Yanhorn,Yaux,
Welsh, Winship, Hacker, Freiident.

Nays—Messrs. Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Davenport,

Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Hand,
Houseman, King, Parham, Penrose, Reed, Sandgrau, Tread-

well.

Yeas 42 ; nays 19.

So the petition was thus referred, and the President

appointed Messrs. O'Neill, Chester, Bumm, Davis, Hand,
as said Committee.

Mr. Vanhorn

Presented a petition from Nathan Bennett, policeman
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of Fifteenth Ward, asking compensation for time lost by
sickness.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out readinir.

Mr. Gordon

Presented a petition from citizens and the class in at-

tendance upon the Lectures at the Wagner Free Institute

of Science, asking Councils to grant the Institution a per-

manent location in the Spring (jlarden Hall.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on City
Property.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a petition from citizens of the Seventeenth
Ward, asking a reduction of the present police force, and
remonstrating against any increase of the salaries of the

policemen or the police officers.

Which was referred to the special committee hereto-

fore appointed.

Mr. M'Cleary

Presented a petition from property owners on Amber
street, from Wood to Dauphin streets, Nineteenth Ward,
asking that the curb may be set and footways paved on said

street.

Mr. Enos

Presented a petition from owners of property on Chest-

nut street, west of Rose street, in the Twenty-fourth Ward,
asking that the culvert on said street, which in its present

untinislied state is a nuisance and prejudicial to health,

may be extended about one hundred and fifty feet.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from property holders on Shippen

2G
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and Brlnton streets, between Twelfth and Thirteenth streets,

asking the abatement of a nuisance in that vicinity.

Which were severally referred (without reading,) to

the Committee on Highways.

The President

Presented the following communication from John
Lindsay, City Treasurer:

City Treasurer's Office, )

Philadelphia, June 21st, 1855.
\

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila-

delphia :

In accordance with the requirement of an Qrdinance

entitled " An Ordinance to provide for a sinking fund for

the redemption of the debt of the City of Philadelphia," I

submit the following statement, viz

:

Amount of investment on account of the sinking fund from

March 31st to June 21st, 1855:

Five per cent, loans of the City of Philadelphia, $514 36

Six " " " " " " 65,070 55

Total, - $65,581 91

At a nett cost of $60,302 58

Respectfully,

John Lindsay,

Citif Treasurer.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Also,

A communication from Isaac Ilazlehurst, Esq., upon
the subject of defaulting tax collectors. (^iSee Aj-fendix,

No. 14.)

Also,

A communication from John N. Henderson, City Con-

troller, in reply to resolutions of May 24, 1855, with ac-

companying documents. (^tSee A^fendix, No. 14.)
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Also,

A communication from John ^I. Coleman, Receiver of

Taxes, in reply to the resolution of the 24th of May, 1855,
requiring certain information. (^See Ai>pendix, No. li.)

Which were severally read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Also,

A communication from the Board of Health, calling the

attention of Councils to a nuisance in the vicinity of 'ihir

teenth and Myrtle streets, and also to the filthy condition of

said streets.

Also,

A communication from Seth Holt, asking that coal cars

may be permitted to run down the Philadelphia, German-
town and Norristown Railroad as far as iNinth and Wallace

streets.

Also,

A communication from George Dehaven, Sr., of the

Nineteenth Ward, submitting ])roposals for hauling gravel

and paving stones for the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Wards.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a petition from owners of property on Tyler

street, running north from Poplar, in the Twentieth Ward,
asking that said street may be repaved and the curb reset.

Mr. Einder

Presented petitions from property-holders, asking that

Marshall street, from Montgomery street to Germantown
Road, Montgomery street, from Fifth to Sixth streets, and

Columbia street, from Fifth to Tenth streets, may be opened
ami graded as soon as practicable.

Also,

A communication from Messrs. r>urton and Laning,

callin"; the attention of Councils to the drainasie of the

streets, at the corner of Columbia avenue and Sixth street.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways, &.c.
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Mc Craven,

Chairman of the Committoe on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the

names of the securities offered by F. Knox Morton, beg
leave to offer the following resolution.

Tiios. Craven,

Chairman.

James Davenport,
CiiAS. B. Penrose,
Jxo. Welsh,
W. B. K. Selby,

0. P. CORNMAN,
P. A. Keyser.

Committee Room, June 21, 1855.

Jiesohed, That Chnrles R. Danenhower and Abel
Lukens be acce})ted as securities for F. Knox Morton, and

that the Solicitor be requested to draw the necessary bond
and Avarrant, and cause the same to be entered on record

forthwith.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.

When it was adopted.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the

resolution relative to leasing the Commissioners' Hall of the

late District of the Northern Liberties, beg leave to report
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the annexerl resolution in lieu thereof, and recommend the

adoption of the same.

Tiios. Craven,
Cli airman.

W. C. Patterson,
James C. Hand,
James Davenport,
John Welsh,
W. B. R. Selbv,

0. P. CORNMAN,
P. A. Keyser.

Committee Boom., June 21, 1855.

T^esolved, That the Commissioner on City Property,

under the supervision of the Committee on City Property,

be, and he is hereby authorized to lease for three years,

the basement, first and second stories of the public hall in

Third street, below Green, to any responsible parties, at an

annual rent of not Jess than $9C0, payable quarterly, re-

serving the third story, with the proper entrance thereto,

and such other reservations as may be agreed upon by the

Commissioner and the parties Avho lease the same, and the

said Commissioner is hereby also authorized to lease the

third story for school or other purposes.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution, -when

Mr. M'Cleary

Moved to amend to strike out "second story."

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Mascher and C. B. Roberts.

And being ordered, were as follows ;

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, leaker (A. .J.), Baker (Abra-
ham"), Barton, Bremer, Chester, Craven, Dougherty, Duane,
Gay, Gordon, Grayson, Hancock, Hassingci-, Knorr, Mas-
cher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy,
M'Adaras, M'Cleary, Parker, Peall, Roberts (C. B.),
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Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Vaux, Welsh, Win-

ship.

Nays—>respr.=!. Eiddle, Binder, Erooman, Bumm, Da-

venport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson,

Hand, Henry, Ilouseinan, King, Marsh, Miller (Hiram),

M'Mullen, Patterson, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Kidgway,

Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Wil-

letts. Hacker, Preddent.

Yeas 29 ; nays 32.

So the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Reed

Moved to amend to strike out " $900," and insert

"$1,500."

Mr. Steelling

"Moved to amend the amendment to strike out " $1,500"
and insert "$1,000."

Mr. Winship

Moved that the whole subject be laid on the table.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Hancock and Ridgway.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Laker (A. J.), Dougherty, Duane, Gay,
Gordon, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, King, Martin, Mas-
cher, Miller (Andrew), ^liller (J. Washington), Murphy,
M'Adams, Preston, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.),

Stevenson, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bid-

die. Binder, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Con-

rad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,
Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Hand, Houseuian, Knorr, Miller,

(Hiram), M'Cleary*^ M'Mullen, O'JMeill, Parker, Patterson,

Peall, Penrose, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Sandgran,
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Steelling, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Yaux, Willctts, Ilacker,

Preaident.

Yeas 21 ; nays 42.

Which was not agreed to.

The question being on the amendment to the amend-
ment,

It was not agreed to.

The question now being on the amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Steven-

son and Davenport.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Bremer, Dougherty, Duane, Gray, (iibson, Gordon,
Grayson, Hancock, lla?singer, Henry, King, Knorr, Manuel,
Martin, Marcher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),
Murphy, M*i\.dam5, M'Cleary, Peall, Preston, Reed, Ridg-

wav, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Vaux,
Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Binder, Borie, Broom-
all, Bumra, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis,

Dunk, Dyer, Eaos, Freeman, Fuller, Hand, Houseman,
Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, Parker, Patterson, Pen-

rose, Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 33 ; nays 30.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Moved to amend to strike out the words " or other,"

between the words " school" and " purposes."

Which was agreed to.

The question now being on the resolution as amended,
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Mr. Stedling

Moved that Council now revSolve itself into a Committee

of the Whole on the resolution, for special amendment.

Which motion was not agreed to.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved to strike out all after the word " Resolved,"

and insert the following :

" That the Commissioner on City Property' be, and is

hereby authorized tu lease to responsible parties for a

term of not nwre than three years, so much of the Commis-

sioners' Hall, on Third street, below Green, as is at present

vacant, and to include the basement story, if satisfactory to

the tenant."

Mr. Winship

Moved to amend the amendment by adding " at a rent

not less than $1,500."

Which amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

The question being on the amendment of Mr. H. Miller,

Mr. Gay

Moved the previous question, and was sustained in the

call by the following members rising

:

Messrs. Gay, Freeman, Ridgway, Eumm, Barton,

Grayson, Gibson, Patterson, King and 6andgran.

The question being, " Shall the main question be now
put ?"

It was agreed to.

The main question being the amendment offered by
Mr. U. Miller,

It was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the original resolution as

amended,
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Tlie yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Steven-

son and j\lascher.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Dough-

erty, (Jay, Gibson, Knorr, Manuel, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Wasliington), Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, Peall, Penrose, Heed, Roberts (bpencer), Rob-

erts (T. J.)

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Binder. Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Duane,

Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gordon, Grayson, Hancock,

Hand, liassinger, Henry, King, Marsh, Miller (Andrew),

M'MuUen, U'lNeill, Parker, Patterson, Ridgway, tSandgran,

Steelling, Stevenson, Treadwell, Vauhorn, Vaux, Welsh,

Willetts, Winship, Hacker, Freddetd.

Yeas 21 ; nays 38.

It was not agreed ||.

Mr. Treadwell

Moved that the regular order of business be suspended,

for the purpose of considering the bill upon the President's

desk from Select Council relating to dogs.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, &c., present-

ed the following report, with resolutions annexed

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred by
Councils numerous petitions asking for the construction of

a bridge over the river Schuylkill, at Chestnut street, in

accordance with an act of Assembly, approved March 27,

1852, report

:

That the subject is one that has engaged much of the

attention of the late and present Committee. The various

plans submitted to the late County Board, together with

27
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those before the late Committee of Highways, have been
under consideration, and after a full examination of the

same, with a \iew of adopting a plan suitable for the

site, and with the requirements demanded by its impor-

tance to the community, your Committee recommend the

the adoption of the plan presented by Thomas S. Stewart,

for a tubular arch bridge of a single span, to be con-

structed of iron.

This plan received the approval of the County Board
and the late Committee ; also that of several able Engineers,

whose opinions were sought by those bodies.

The Committee recommend the adoption of the an-

nexed resolutions approving of the plan, and authorizing

the Department to take the necessary preliminary steps,

subject to the approval of Comicils before final action.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson-,

Chairman,
\ II. Stokes,

D. C. Enos,

W. B. R. Selby.

John A. Houseman,
B. R. Miller.

0. P. CORNMAN,
Committee Room, June 21, 1855.

Jlesolved, That the plan presented by Thomas S. Stew-

art, Civil Engineer, for a tubular arch bridge of a single

span be, and the same is hereby adopted for the bridge to

be constructed over the river Schuylkill at Chestnujt street,

as provided for by the Act of Assembly approved March

27, 1852.

Jiesolved, That the Department of Highways be, and

they are hereby authorized and directed to have specifica-

tions prepared, and receive proposals for the construction

of said bridge, and submit the same to Council for their

approval.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the resolutions.

%.
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Mr. Gordon

Move \ that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned for one week.

Mr. Knorr

Moved to amend, to make it the special order of the

day for next Thursday.

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Also,

The following report with resolutions annexed :

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report a resolution to au-

thorize the property holders on certain streets to pave the

same, and recommend its passage.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gieson,

W. II. Stokes,

D. C. Ends,

W. 13. R. vSelby,

John a. Houseman,
Thomas J. Roberts.
B. R. Miller,

Committee R)om^ 'lune 21, 1855.

Resolutions to authorize property holders to pave cer-

tain streets therein named.

Jlcsolved, That the property-holders on Wallace street,

between Sixteenth and Nineteenth streets ; Washington
street, from Broad to Seventeenth streets, and from Twenty-
first to Twenty-third streets ; Green street, from Twenty-
second to Twenty-fifth streets ; Eighteenth street, from

Coates to Willow streets ; Fifteenth street, from Fitzwater

to Carpenter streets, and Marriott street, from Seventh to

Eighth streets, be, and they are hereby authorized to pave

either or all of the above enumerated streets. Provided,

the same shall be done subject to the supervision of the
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Commissioner of Highways, or Supervisor of the "Ward in

•which thev are k)catefl, who shall be the sole judiie of all

material to be used, and of the manner of jicrforming the

work, and ] rovided further, that the water-pipes shall be
first laid therein.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration thereof.

The resolution was agreed to, and

The title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the following report, with resolution annexed

:

To the Select and Comtnon Councils

:

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred

the annexed petition, asking a change in the location of a-

poriion of Thirty-second street. Twenty -fourth Ward,

Report, that upon examination of the same, they be-

lieve the change asked for to be a judicious one ; and as

said street has not yet been opened, they recommend that

the same be referred to the Board of Surveys, with in-

structions to make the chann;e asked for, thev beinu; autho-

rized to do so by the fourth section of the supplement.

Annexed is a resolution to that effect.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gieson,

Chairman.

D. C. Ends,

W. II. Stokes,

Wm. B. R. Selby,

John A. Houseman,
Thomas J. liouERTS,

0. P. CORNMAN.
Committee Jloom^ June 21, 1855.

Tlesolved^ That the Board of Surveyors be, and they

are hereby authorized and directed to change the location
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of Thirty-second street, from a point about one hundred
and sixty-five feet south of Hace street to Callowhill street,

as laid down on the plan hereto annexed.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.

Mr. Hancock

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed for one week.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose,

Chairman of the Committee on Police, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Police, to whom was referred the

petition on the subject, beg leave to submit the accompany-
ing bill, entit'ed " An Onlinnnce to abolish certain market
limits," and recommend the adoption of the same.

CuAS. B. Penrose,

Chairm,an.

James Davenport,
T. J. Perkins,

,
John M'Wiiorter,
John Welsh,
Frederick W. Grayson,
0. p. cornman.

Committee Boom^ June 21, 1855.

The ordinance was read, when

Mr. Penrose

Moved to lay it on the table, and print the same for

the use of the members.

Which was agreed to. »
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Mr. O'Neill

Moved that when Council adjourn, it will adjourn to

meet on Monday next, at three o'clock.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend the motion, " to consider ordinances,

resolutions, and for other purposes."

The amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Knorr

Moved that the regular order of business be su-pended,

to hear the report of the Special Committee on Printing.

Which was not ajzreed to.

Mr. Gordon,

Chairman of the Committee on Markets, presented the

following report:

The Committee on ^larkets respectfully report the fol-

lowing ordinance, and ask for its adoption by Common and
Select Councils.

Geo. F. Gordon,

Chairman.

C. S. Dunk.
Tiios. Davis,

Wm. M. Pariiam,

W. H. Stokks,

John K. Kxorr,
Wm. B. Small,

P. M. Hauner,
Jno. M'Wiiorter,
J. L. IIUTCllIXSON.

Committee Boom^ June 21, 1855.

An ordinance to establish market-stands in the Twenty-

second and Twenty.fourth Wards. (^jSee Ajj^endix^ JVo. 15.)
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On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance.

Mr. Penrose

i\Ioved that it be laid on the table, and printed for the

use of members.

"Which he subsequently "withdrew.

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Renewed the motion.

On the question of agreeing to the same,

A division of the motion was moved and agreed to.

The first division being to lay on the table,

It was agreed to.

The second division being to print for the use of the

members,

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Fu.ler,

From the Committee on Port Wardens, Public Land-
ings and Wharves, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Port Wardens, Public Landings and
Wharves, beg leave to offer the accompanying resolution,

and ask itj adoption.

Wm. M. Baird,

JGUN Fuller, Jr.,

Alex. Martin,
Saml. C. Willetts,

Joseph L. Chester,

Jno. Welsh,
Nathan Hilles,

T. J. Perkins,

A. B. Asiiton.

Committee Room^ June 21, 1855.
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JiesoJved, That the Superintendent of \Vharves and

Landings be authorized to have the dock at the end of

AVashington street, cleansed, providing the cost does not

exceed four hundred dollars.

Also,

The dock on the north side of Almond street cleansed,

providing the cost does not exceed one hundred and fifty

dollars.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the resolution.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

The following message was received from the Major.

Mayor's Office,
)

Philadelphia, June 21, 1855.
j

To the Common Council of the City of Philaclelj hia

:

Gentlemen :—I have approved and signed the follow-

ing Ordinances and Resolutions, viz :

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Su-

perintendent of Trusts."

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-

partment of Highways, Bridges, Sewers, and cleansing the

City, to pay in the manner herein mentioned, for work per-

formed by virtue of a certain contract."

" Resolutions adopted by Select and Common Councils

at the City of Philadelphia, June 14, A.D., 1855."

" A Resolution to give notice of the intended opening

of certain parts of Vienna street, Twentieth street, and

Franklin street."

" A Resolution to give notice of the intended opening

of Girard avenue, from Landing avenue to the river bchuyl-

kiU."

R. T. Conrad,
Mayor.

Which was read and laid on the table.
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Select Council

Informs this Council that thej have concurred in the

resolution relative to the acceptance of the securities of

F. Knox M )rton, with the following amendment, in which
they ask concurrence to insert after tiie name of " F. Knox
Mortjn," the word " City Treasurer."

Comnon Council coacarred in the am3ndm3nt.

Also,

Inform? this Council that they have concurred in the

bill entitled, '• a su|)plemciit to an Ordinance entitled, 'an
Ordinance to provide for granting building permits.'

"

Mr. Knorr,

Chairman of the Special Committee on Printing, pre-

sented the following report

:

To the Preiident and members of Common Council

:

Gentlemex:—Your Committee appointed to "inquire

and report to this body, the cheapest and best means of

advertising the City ordinances, and such other matter as the

law requires to be published," beg leave to make the fol-

lowing report

:

That after a careful examination they find that the

printing can be done, by contract, at from twenty-five to fifty

per cejit. less than is now paid
;
your Committee think that

the subject should be placed under the control of business

principles, and therefore recommend the following resolution:

Jlesolved, That the Committee be authorized to advertise,

soliciting proposals from the publishers of Philadelphia daily

newspapers, for the general advertising of this branch of

Councils, for one year from July 1, prox., said proposals to

be accompanied by statements and rates, and daily circula-

tion within the limits of our City, said circulation to be veri-

fied by certificates from the publishers, pressmen and book-

keepers.

Also,

To solicit proposals for printing the Journals and such

2i
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other printing as may be required for this Council for one

year from July 1st proximo.

J. F. Knorr,
George F. Gordon,
James Gay.

PhiladelpJiia, June 14, 1855.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the resolution.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration he postponed for

the present, and the resolution printed for the use of mem-
bers.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend the motion " that the report and re-

solution be recommitted to the Committee to make a fuller

report of the facts to this Chamber ai the next stated meet-

ing."

But subsequently withdrew the same, and

Moved to amend the resolution by inserting after the

word " circulation," the words " and rates ot adicrtising,"

and after the words " verified by " the words " the oaths of

the publishers, pressmen and book-keepers."

Mr. Penrose

Again moved to postpone the further consideration of

resolution, and print tlie same for the use of members.

Pending which,

Mr. Treadwell

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Council adjourned.
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MONDAY, June 25ili, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to adjournment.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J.

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Biddle,

Binder,

Bilyeu,

Bidhop,

Borie,

Bremer,
Brouse,

Bumra,
Chester,

Conrad,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Duane,
Dver,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,
Grayson,

Hancock,
Hand,
Hassinger,

Henry,
Hoppel,

Houseman,

Messrs. King,

Knorr,

Manuel,
Marsh,

Martin,

Mascher,

Miller, Andrew,
Miller, Hiram,
Miller,.}. Washington,
Murphy,
M'Adams,
M'Cleary,

M'Mullen,

O'Neill,

I'arker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Prestun,

Ridgwiiy,

lioberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

Steelling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vaux,
Welsh,
Willetts,

Win-hip,

Hacker, Freddent,
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The President

Informed Council the}^ would now proceed with the

consideration of the ordinance from Select Council, relating

to dogs running at large in the City of Thiladelphia.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing bill, entitled '• An (Jrdinance'tM prevent dogs from run-

ning at large in the City of Philadelphia," and uok concur-

rence.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned until next Thursday, and printed for the use of the

members.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to amend on third line, to insert " except the

First, Second, and Third I'recincts of the Twenty-fourth

Ward."

Mr. Ilassinger

Moved to amend the amendment by adding, " and all

the rural districts of the Twenty-first, Twenty-second, and

Twenty-third Wards."

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

And the amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend, to insert after the word " large," on
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the seventh line, " in the months of June, July, August
and September," and to strike out from the word " and,"

on the ninth line, to the end of the twelfth line.

Mr. King

iMoved to amend the amendment on the eleventh and

twelfth lines, hy striking out " May^r or any," and insert

" the nearest."

The amendment to the amendment was not agreed to.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Staelling

Moved to amend to strike out " any dog" on line two,

and insert " the oAvner of any dog to allow said dog."

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Duane

Moved to amend by striking out " allow" and insert

" suffer."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

INIoved to amend, to strike out all from the commence-
ment of the thirteenth line to the end of the section.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to insert on fourth line, between the words
*' within" and " the," " the limits as aforesaid of."

Which was agreed to.

Mr, Hiram Miller

Moved to amend, to insert the words " ^fay," before

the word "June," and " October" after " i^eptembcr."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section second being^ under consideration,
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Mr. Knorr

Moved to amend, bj inserting on the seventh line, after

the word "tity," the wordi "witiiout u.muxzle as aibredaid."

Which amendment was a^^reed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend, to strike out " that" after " Dog,"

on the sixth line, and insort '' that if," before "any" on the

iifth line.

Which was agreed to.

The section as amended was agreed to.

Section third being under consideration,

Mr. Knorr

Moved to insert the word "they" before the word
"shall" on the seventh line.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend, to strike out "appointing as many-

persons," and insert "detail as many policemen," and strike

out "street" in second line, and all alter "eifect," in second

line to the end of the section.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the further consideration of the ordinance

be postponed and referred to the Committee on finance.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend the amendment by inserting on the

second line, between the words " to " and " carry," " ten

persons only, who shall be under the direction and protec*

tion of the police."

Mr. Penrose

Moved to modify to strike out " ten."

Which modification was accepted.
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The question being on the amendment to the amend-
ment,

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to amend the amendment by substituting in lieu

of" detail as many policemen," the words " and to employ
a sufficient number of" police officers."

Which was not agreed to.

The t^uestion being on the amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Chester

and Parker.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham"),
Biddle,Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Dougherty, Duaiie, Hancock,
Ilassenger, Kiiorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Mil-

ler (Hiram), Miller (.J. Washington,) M'Adam^, M'Cleary,

U'i\eill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (J.T.),

Stevenson, Taylor,

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Barton, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Cray, Gibson, Grayson, Hand,
Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Manuel, Mar^^h, ^i'^lullen,

Parker, Penrose, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, teteelling, Treadvvell, Vaux, AVelsh, \\ inship,

Hacker, Preaiiieni.

Yeas 25 ; nays 38

It was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the section,

Mr. Craven

Moved to amend by striking out the entire section, and
substitute the following in lieu thereof, to wit

:

" That the iSIayor is hereby authorized to direct the

police to carry this ordinance into eftect, by causing all

dogs fo'und running at large in the city of Philadelphia to
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be taken np, killed and buried, \\hen not ^vithin the excep-

tions of the foregoing sections, or in cases of clearly estab-

lished acciilcnt or emergency, when the animal is peculiarly

valuable, then, and not otherwise, they may be disposed of

at the discretion if the N'ayor. And for the services to be

performed in taking up, killing and burying each dog, the

jterson performinii, the duty shall receive the sum of om
dollar."

Mr. Steelling

Moved to amend the amendment bv offerinii the fol-

lowmg

:

Section 3. That the Marshal of Police is hereby au-

thorized to aj'point as many persons as he may deem neces-

sary, who, under the supervision and protection of the

police, shall carry this ordinance into elTect.

Which amendment to the amendment was not agreed to.

And the amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend to strike out on line seventh, the

words " shall receive," and add to the end of the section,

"shall be paid."

AVhich was agreed to.

Mr, Patterson

Moved to amend to strike out from the word " sec-

tion," on the fourth line, to the word " Mayor or any Alder-

man," inclusive, on the sixth line.

Which was agreed to.

The question recurring on the section as amended,

It was agreed to.

Section fourth being under consideration,

Mr. Gny

Moved tj amend by inserting after the word " trans-
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portation," on the thirl and fourth linas, " which transpor-

tation shall be, in all ca^es, alon^ the cartways."

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Dougherty

JMoved to amend to strike out " one hundred," where
it occurs on the sixth line, and insert " ten."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend to strike out the words " Mayor, Re-

corder, or" on the seventh and eighth lines.

Which was also agreed to.

Mr. Hoppel

Moved to amend to strike out all after the word " re-

coverable," on the ninth line, and insert " the lines so col-

lected shall be paid into thu <Jity treasury."

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend t:> strike out on the fifth line the

words " connected with the execution of this ordinance."

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Winship

Moved to amend to strike out all after the word "car-

cases" on the fourth line, to the word "every" on the sixth

line.

Which was agreed to.

The question recurring on the section as amended,

It was agreed to.

The fifth section being under consideration,

29
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Mr. Gordon

Moved to strike out the whole section and insert the

following, in lieu thereof.

Section V. That the owner or agent of each dog, with-

in the limits of the City, shall, within thirty days after the

passage of this ordinance, procure a license from the license

clerk of the Highway Department fur such dog or bitch, for

which license the owner shall pay one dollar ; and annually

thereafter, the sum of one dollar. And further, after the

expiration of said thirty days, if any dog be found, the

owner of which cannot show a certificate of license, the dog

shall be forthwith taken and treated as provided for in this

ordinance.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, by adding to the end of the section,

the following :
" except the portions of the Twenty -first,

Twenty-second, Twenty -third and Twenty-fourth Wards, ex-

cepted and excluded by the first section of this Act."

Which amendment was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the section,

It was not agreed to.

Section sixth being under consideration,

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved the following to come in as the fifth section, to

wit:

Section V. It shall be the duty of the Mayor to give

public notice, to be published in two daily newspapers havhig

the largest circulation, on the alternate days for one week,

immediately preceding the time fixed by this ordinance

for enforcing the same in each year.

And the same being under consideration,
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Mr. Gordon

Moved t) amend, to strike out " two daily newspapers
having the largest circulation," and insert " all the news-
papers in the City."

Which amendment was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the section,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Hoppel
and O'xXeill.

And being ordered, were as folloAvs

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Uilyeu, Borie, Bremer, Brouse,
Dougherty, Hancock, Hassingcr, King, Knorr, Martin,
Miller (Andrew), M'Uleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Rob-
erts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steeliing, Steven-
son, Taylor, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Binder, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Da-
venport, Duane, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Hand, Henry,
Hoppel, Houseman, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Par-
ker, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (spencer), Vaux, Willetts,

Hacker, Freddent.

Yeas 28 ; nays 24.

So the section was agreed to.

Section seventh, (now sixth,) was agreed to.

Section eighth, (now seventh,) was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And on the motion to suspend the rules, which forbid

the reading of a bill twice upon the same day, and proceed
to a third reading of the ordinance,

The yeas and nays were ordered by the Chair, and
were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A.J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Bremer,
Brouse, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Dougherty,
Duane, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Han-
cock, Hand, llassinger, Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, Knorr,
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Manuel, Marsh, Martin, INIascher, IMiller (Andrew), Miller

(Hiram), M'Cleary, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Penrose,

Kidgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (>pencer), Roberts

(T. J.), Sandgran,bteelling, Taylor, Welsh, Winship, Hack-

er, Prendeiit.

Nays—Messrs. King, O'Neill, Stevenson, Yaux.

Yeas 50 ; nays 4.

Which was agreed to.

The bill was then read the third time and j assed.

Mr. M'Cleary

Moved a suspension of the rules for the purjose of

Oifering an ordinance in place.

^Yhich was not agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have j asscd the follow-

ing resolution

:

JlefoJved, That the City Solicitor be, ond he is hereby

authorized and directed to aj ] ly tu the Court of Quarter

Sessions to confirm the award of the jury in assessing da-

mages for the laying out of Water street anew.

Which was read twice and passed.

So Common Council concurred.

Also,

Inform that they have received a report from the

Committee on City Property, with the following resolution

annexed, which they have \ assed.

Jief^olred, That the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, recognizing the value of the gift made
to the Corporation, of the estate known heretofore as the

Hunting Park, and appreciating the liberal motives which

prompted it, do hereby return their cordial thanks for the
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same to those of their fellow-citizens by "whom it -was de-

signed and perfected.

Which was read twice and passed.

So Common Council concurred.

Mr. Willetts

Moved a suspension of the rules, to enable him to pre-

sent a report relative to the rate of taxation due by the ru-

ral districts, and upon the motion being agreed to, olfered

the following

:

To the Common Council

:

The Special Committee appointed under a resolution

of May 2-l:th, to ascertain the projiortional rate of taxation

due by the rural districts, rcopecttully make the following

report

:

They find by the thirteenth section of the supplement

to the Act of Consolidation, that the rural portions of the

City shall have an allowance made for certain things there-

in mentioned, and make the following allowance in accord-

ance with the same

:

For Police and Watchmen, 40 cents to $1C0.

" Lighting, 10 " " "

" Paving, 10 " '• "

" Clear.sing Streets, 6 " " "

Which they believe t > be a low estimate, and will come

inside of the actual expenses.

The Committee consulted the City Solicitor, and sub-

mit his opinion herewith. In accordance with which, and

after careful consideration of the subject, they beg leave to

offer the following ordinance, and a^k the favorable action

of Councils in relation thereto.

Samuel C. Willetts,
Chairman,

D. S. Hassinger,

Henry T. King, -

D. C. Exos,

Hiram Miller.
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City Solicitor's Office, )

Philadelphia, June 7th, 1855.
(

To S. C. Willefs, Enq.^ Chairman of the Special Committee

on Taxing Rural JJittrirts:

Dear Sir :— I have duly received your letter, asking

my o])inion upon the question as to " \Vhether the Rural

Districts are entitled to more than one-third reduction, if

the police, watching, paving, lighting and cleansing streets

amounts to more than one-third of the whole City tux."

The question arises upon the construction of the latter

clause of the thirteenth section of the Supplement to the

Consolidation Act ; it is as follows :

" The Councils shall not impose taxes upon rural por-

tions of the City for police and watchmen, fur lighting and

paving and cleaning streets, and shall make an allowance

therefor of at leatt one-third of the whole City tax in favor

of such section, and any greater rate than aforesaid assess-

ed or paid for the present year, shall be remitted or re-

funded."
,

I am of the opinion that should the taxes imposed by
the City for police and watchrne',t,^for lijhtiny and paviiiy

and cleaninj streets, amount tj more t.ian one-third of the

whole City tax, that the same should be allowed in favor of

such rural section, and remitted or refunded, if assessed or

paid for the present year.

1 am respectfully yours,

I. Hazleuurst.

*' An Ordinance to remit or refund to the tax-payers

of the rural districts of the City of Philadelphia."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the ordinance.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof,
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anrl print the same for the use of member,^, and that it be
made the special order of the day for next Thursday week.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed a bill en-

titled " An Ordinance providing for taking a census of the

City of Philadelphia."

Which was read, and

On motion,

That Council proceed to the second reading and con-

sideration thereof.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Fuller

Moved that Council do now adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Common Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, June 28th, 1855.

Council met,—Present,

Messrs. Eaircl,

Baker, A. J.,

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Biddle,

Bishop,

Borie,

Bremer,
BroomalJ,

Bruuse,

Bumm,
Chester,

Conrad,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Duane,
Dunk,
Djer,

Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Go I'don.

Green,

Hancock,
Hand,
Hassinger,

Henry,
Hoppel,
Kino;,

Messrs. Knorr,

Manuel,

jMar.-h,

Martin,

Mascher,

Aliller, Andrew,
i\liller, Hiram,
Miller, J. Washington,

Mur] hy,

M'Adums,
M'Cleary,

O'lNeiU,

Parhara,

Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Pieston,

Ridgway,
Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, iSpencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

t^^andgran,

Steelling,

Stevenson,

Taj lor,

Treadwell,

Yanhorn,
Vaux,
Welsh,

Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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Mr. Freeman

Moved the reading of the Journal be dispensed with.

Which was agreed to.

The President

Presented the certificate of election of Pierce Butler,

member of this Council, of the Eighth Ward, to wit

:

Philadelphia, May 2d, 1855.

To Pierce Butler

:

Sir:—At an election held on the 1st inst., you were
duly elected a member of the Common Council for the

Eighth Ward for the ensuing year.

John Martin,
William Swift,
Robert Luther,
Henry J. M'Intke,
David Murray,

Judges.

Which was read and filed.

Mr. Butler was then duly qualified, and took his seat.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property on Little

Washington street, from Thirteenth to Broad streets. First

Ward, asking the uitroduction of gas lamps on said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Mr. Dougherty

Presented a petition from residents and owners of pro-

perty on South, between Fifth and Sixth streets, asking to

have said street swept and gutters cleansed, as in its pre-

sent state the same is prejudicial t5 health.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on High-

ways.
30
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Mr. Chester

Presented a petition from J. and B. M'Makin, calling

the attention of Council to the dilapidated state of the pave-

ment on Arch street wharf, of which they are the lessees.

Which was referred to the Committee on Port War-
dens, Public Landings, and Wharves, without reading.

Mr. Hand

Presented a communication from R. A. Parrish, sub-

mitting his name as a candidate for the office of Comjnis-

sioner of City Property.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Biddle

Presented a communication from John T. Mahoney,
Civil Engineer, in reference to the proposed bridge over

the Schuylkill River at Chestnut street.

Mr. Henry

Presented a petition from James Twaddell, asking a

change of the line of survey of Lehman street, late West
Philadelphia.

Mr. Penrose

Presented a communication from Smith, Seckels & Co.,

proposing to clean and keep clean with the sweeping machines

the streets, courts and alleys, in sanitary districts, No. 1,

3, 4 and 5, for the space of one year, according to specifica-

tions submitted by thom to the Department of Highways,
leaving the price or compensation for the said work to be

settled by Councils.

Mr. Marsh

Presented a petition from owners of property and re-
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sidents on State street, asking that the said street may be
repaved.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Mr. Penrose

Presented a petition from the trustees and managers
of the " Union School and Children's Home," asking to be
released from the payment of the charge for the use of the

gas.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Gas
Works.

Mr. Barton

Presented a petition from owners of property and resi-

dents of the Seventeenth Ward, asking that the gas lamp-

post, located on the west side of Fourth street, south of

Harrison's avenue, may be changed to the southwest corner

of Fourth street and said avenue.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Also,

A communication from Messrs. A. J. Derbyshire and

John M. Kennedy, in relation to the alleged negotiations

between the Pennsylvania Railroad Company and the own-

ers of the several transportation lines engaged in forward-

ing merchandize on the State Canals.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Finance.

Mr. Craven

Presented a petition from the Board of Trustees of the

First Independent Church, on Broad street, asking that a

gas lamp may be placed at the northwest corner of George

street and a certain Court, running from George street, be-

tween Juniper and Broad streets, and also, requesting
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that the lamp located at the southeast comer of Broad and
George street may be removed to the northeast corner of

said streets.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on
Police.

Also,

A communication from Erastus Poulson, clerk to the

Board of Managers of the " House of Correction," asking an
appropriation to meet expenses incurred by them for plans

for a house of correction.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. Hoppel

Presented a communication from P. T. Vansant,

attorney for Catharine Cramp, Jacob Binder, Jacob Cramp,
Wm. Cramp and Jacob Rice, in relation to a nuisance as

now existing by a culvert in Queen street below Wood, in

the Eighteenth Ward.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Highways.

Mr. M'Cleary

Presented a petition from George Kelly, asking that

he may be paid for grading certain streets in the late Dis-

trict of Kensington, and

Moved that the regular order of business be suspended

to oiFer an ordinance to pay the said George Kelly.

And on the motion being agreed to,

Read in place and presented to the Chair a bill, entitled

"An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Depart-

ment of Highways, Bridges, Sewers and Cleansing the City,

to pay upon the terms herein mentioned for certain work

performed by virtue of a certain contract."
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On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing. .

The bill having been so prepared, and on the question
" Shall this bill pass ?"

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned, and the ordinance be referred to the Committee on
Claims, with instructions to report to Councils all the facts

connected with the case.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

jSIoved that the Council resolve itself into a Committee

of the Whole on the ordinance, for special amendments.

Which was not agreed to.

The question being on the final passage of the bill.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gay
and Bumm.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer Broomall, Brouse,

Butler, Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Enos, Fuller, Gay, Gibson,

Hancock, Hassinger, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (J.

Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Pat-

terson, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran,
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Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Wil-

letts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Bishop, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Cra-

ven, Dyer, Freeman, Green, Hand, Henry, Hoppel, King,

Marsh, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram) , Parham, Parker,

Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Steelling.

Yeas 41 ; nays 22.

It was agreed to.

So the bill was passed.

Mr. Peall •

Presented petitions from citi ':ens of the Eighteenth and
Nineteenth Wards, asking a reduction of the present police

force, and remonstrating against any increase of the sala-

ries of policemen and police officers.

Which was referred to the Special Committee having

charge of the subject, without reading.

Mr. Willetts

Presented a petition from owners of property and resi-

dents of the western part of Philadelphia, calling the atten-

tion of Councils to the dangerous state of the crossings at

Twenty-second and Market streets.

Mr. Knorr

Presented petitions from citizens asking the early con-

struction of the Bridge over the Schuylkill, at Chestnut

street, in accordance with the recent Supplement to the

Consolidation Act.

Mr. Enos

Presented one of like import.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways.

The President

' Presented a communication from the Secretary to the
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Board of Port Wardens, enclosing a resolution, notifying

Councils of a vacancy in said board, occasioned by the

election of A. P. Bilyeu, as a member of Common Council.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Gordon

Presented a petition from ladies composing the class

attendino; the lectures of the Wagner Free Institute of

Science, asking that the same may be permanently fixed in

Spring Garden Hall.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on City

Property.

Mr. Preston

Presented a petition from citizens and owners of prop-

erty, remonstrating against any reduction in the present

police force of the City.

Which was referred to the Special Committee having
charge of the subject.

Mr. Penrose

Stated, that as Chairman of the Committee on Police,

he would take occasion to present the following report at

this time.

To the Common Council

:

The Committee on Police, to whom were referred nume-
rous petitions for and against the reduction of the police

force, respectfully ask this Council to refer the same to the

Special Committee on that subject.

Chas. B. Penrose,

Chairman.
Ab'm Baker,
Lewis Bremer,
0. p. cornman,
James Davenport,
John Welsh,
A. W. Green.

Committee Room, June 28, 1855.

Which report was accepted, and the petitions so refer-

red.
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Mr. Vaux

Presented a petition from residents and owners of prop-

erty on Church street, below Miflflin, and on Mifflin from
Church to Front streets, asking that said streets may be
filled up, and the water pipes laid therein as soon as prac-

ticable.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Water.

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the regular order of business be suspended,

to afford him an opportunity to offer an ordinance.

And on the motion being agreed to,

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, enti-

tled "An Ordinance to provide for the financial relief of the

people."

On motion,

Council proceded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the ordinance.

Mr. Hoppel

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof.

Mr. Mascher

Moved to amend, and "print for the use ofthe members."

Which amendment was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the motion to postpone,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Fuller

and Preston.

And being ordered were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bishop,

Broomall, Conrad, Craven, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Gibson,

Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Hoppel, King, Marsh, Martin,

Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington),
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Parham, Penrose, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (T. J.),

Steelling, Taylor.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Biddle, Borie,

Butler, Chester, Davis, Dougherty, Enos, Freeman, Fuller,

Gay, Gordon, Green, Hancock, Knorr, Manuel, Mascher,
Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Roberts
(C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Stevenson, Van-
horn, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 27 ; nays 32.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Duane

Moved to refer the ordinance to the Committee on Law.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend, to refer the same to the Committee
on Finance.

Which amendment was accepted.

And the motion thus amended was agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved a further suspension of the rules to offer an
ordinance in place.

And on the motion being agreed to,

Read in place and presented to the Chair a bill, enti-

tled " A Supplement to an Ordinance establishing the De-
partment of Market Houses," approved the 19th day of Oc-
tober, 1854.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the bill.

Section first Avas agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

31
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Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

me:.

On motion.

That the rules be suspended, which forbid the reading

of bills twice upon the same day, and that the bill be read

a third time by its title.

Which was agreed to.

Tlie bill having been read a third time by its title, and
on the question, Shall this bill pass ?

The yeas and nays Avere demanded by Messrs. Conrad
and Penrose.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Cra-

ven, Dougherty, Duane, Freeman, Plancock, Hand, Hassin-

ger, Henry, Knorr, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Hi-

ram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill,

Patterson, Penrose, Ridgwa}^, Roberts (C. B.), Steelling,

Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Bishop, Broomall, Bumm, Chester,

Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gib-

son, Gordon, Green, Hoppel, King, Manuel, Parham, Par-

ker, Preston, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Willetts.

Yeas 37 ; nays 2r3.

It was agreed to.

So the bill Avas passed.

Mr. Patterson

Moved a suspension of the rules, for the purpose of

offering a bill in place.

And on the motion being agreed to,

Read in place and presented to the Chair a bill, en-
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titled " An Ordinance to limit the expenses of the City,"

and moved that the further consideration of the ordinance

be postponed, and printed for the use of the members.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to suspend the regular order of business to

offer a bill in place.

And on the motion being agreed to.

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, en-

titled " A Supplement to an ordinance, approved August
20, 1854, entitled ' An Ordinance establishing the Depart-

ment of Highways, Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing the

City,' " and moved that the further consideration thereof

be postponed and printed for the use of members.

Which was not agreed to.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the bill.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title Avas agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Mr. Patterson

Moved that when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet on
Monday next, at three o'clock.

Mr. Winship

Moved to amend, " and that the ordinance organizing

the Fire Department be made the special order of that

day."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.
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Mr. Steelling

Moved a suspension of the rules, to offer (in place)

an ordinance.

And on tlie motion being agreed to,

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, en-

titled " A Supplement to an ordinance organizing the de-

partment for supplying the City with water, approved Oct.

3d, 1854."

On motion,

Comicil proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the bill.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. M'Cleary

Moved to amend, to strike out " water purveyors and
inspectors."

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the further consideration of the bill be

postponed until next Monday, to come up first in order after

the ordinance "organizing the Fire Department."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

]\Ioved a further suspension of the rules to enable him
to offer a bill (in place).

And on the motion being agreed to.

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, enti-

tled "A supplement to the Ordinance establishing the De-

partment of Highways, Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing the

City."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the ordinance.
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Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed and printed, and made the order of the day for

Monday, with the preceding bills.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. O'Neill,

Chairman of the special committee to confer Avitli

Messrs. Purdy, Phillips & Robinson, in relation to the con-

tract for the construction of a Police and Fire Alarm Tele-

graph, presented a report, {see Appendix No. 16,) with the

following resolution annexed

:

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed whose
duty it shall be to examine the material used in the con-

struction of the Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph, noAv under

contract by Messrs. Purdy, Phillips & Robinson, as they pro-

gress with the work, and said committee may report to

Council from time to time such matter as they may deem of

public interest, and to this end the solicitor is hereby re-

quested to furnish said committee with a certified copy of

the contract aforesaid.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the resolution.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to strike out " special committee," and insert

" Commissioner of Highways."

Which was not agreed to.

The question being on the adoption of the resolution,

It was agreed to, and

The President

Appointed Messrs. Parker, Winship, Bumm, Davenport,

and A. J. Baker, as said Committee.
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Mr. Treadwell

Moved to adjourn.

Which -was not agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the rules be suspended for the purpose of

offering a resolution.

On the motion being agreed to, he offered the fol-

lowing :

Recommendatory resolutions for the Common Council.

Resolved, That the following order for the general cel-

ebration of our great American Independence Day be, and

the same is hereby recommended to the citizens.

1. A national salute at daybreak.

2. All the bells in the City on public buildings,

churches and factories be rung from 7 to 8 o'clock in the

morning, and from 6 to 7 in the evening.

3. The military to parade from 6 to 10 in the morn-

ing.

4. All the churches to be open from 11 to 12 o'clock,

for such religious purposes as their respective congrega-

tions shall ordain.

5. Orations to be delivered in all the Wards, under

such arrangements as the citizens of the Ward, or as Asso-

ciations of the Ward may agree upon, from 10 to 11 in the

morning.

6. That the Board of Control of the Pliblic Schools

shall make such arrangements as will enable the child rei. Oi

the various schools throughout the City, to meet at their

respective schools, at 4 o'clock, and under the charge of

the teachers, to march along the sidewalk, singing as they

go to such public squares as may be designated by the

Board, there to join in singing patriotic songs. Returning

home under charge of their teachers.
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7. A general illumination of the whole city from 8 to

11 o'clock.

Which was read, and on motion of

Mr. Henry,

Was laid on the table.

Mr. Dougherty

Moved that the rules be suspended for the purpose of

oifering a resolution.

Which was agreed to.

Mesolved, That the Committee on Port Wardens, Public

Landings, &c., are hereby requested to report an ordinance

at the next stated meeting of Councils, organizing the De-
partment of Port Wardens, and they are hereby further re-

quested to report to Councils an estimate of the probable

expenses of the Department of Port Wardens for the balance

of the current year, and such other information relating to

the Department, as they may deem necessary.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Moved to suspend the rules for the purpose of offering

a resolution.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to amend to suspend the rules for the balance

of the day.

Which was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Resolved, That the Committee on Highways be and
they are hereby instructed to confer with Mr. George Kelley

to ascertain upon what terms (if any), he will relinquish the

grading of certain streets in the late disti'ict of Kensington,

and said Committee shall report to Councils at their earliest

convenience.

Which was read twice and agreed to.
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Mr. Henry

Offered the following resolution :

Hesolved, That the clerk of Common Council be di-

rected to draw a Avarrant for the sum of fifty dollars for

payment of services rendered by John Q. Adams, as clerk

to the committee on the contested election case of Andrew
Miller, and also by the messenger, in accordance with the

resolution of said committee ; to be paid out of the appro-

priation made to the clerks of Councils.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Mr. Winship

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the City Solicitor be requested to com-
municate to this Council, at their next stated meeting, by
what authority the claims for registered taxes of the Covmty
of Philadelphia are in the hands of counsel, not connected

with the law department of the City, for collection, and why
the legal proceedings for the recovery of the same are not

commenced and carried on by the City Solicitor and his as-

sistants.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Mr. Parker

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Committee on Markets be hereby
instructed to report an ordinance requiring all baskets

used for market purposes to be of uniform size, either bushel

or half bushel measure, each bushel basket to contain

an area of 2150/o inches, and each half bushel basket to con-

tain 1075iy inches area.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Willetts

Moved that the resolution be referred to the Com-
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mittee on Markets, with instructions to report an Ordinance
in accordance therewith.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Ridgway

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Department of Highways be, and
they are hereby authorized and directed to cause Myrtle

street, from Eleventh to Twelfth and from Thirteenth to

Ontario streets, to be repaved.

Which was read, and

On motion

To proceed to a second reading and consideration of

the same,

It was not agreed to.

Mr. J. W. Miller

Moved that this Council do now adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Common Council adjourned.

32
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MONDAY, July 2d, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to adjournment.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the bill to reorganize the Fire Department of the

City of Philadelphia, the same being the special order of

the day.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Henry

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof,

and that the bill, as reported by the Committee of the

Whole, be printed for the use of members.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Winship

Moved to amend, to strike out the words, " as now
compose the same, and such others as, upon application to

and with the consent of Select and Common Councils, shall

hereafter be organized," and insert, " provisions of the or-

dinance, and be approved of by Councils."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Henry and Hand.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (x\. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Chester, Davis, Dough-

erty, Enos, Fuller, Gordon, Hancock, Hassinger, Manuel,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Cleary, Parker,

Peall, Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux. Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bockius, Conrad, Craven, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Freeman,

Gibson, Green, Hand, Henry, Houseman, King, Marsh,

Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, Patterson, Penrose, Preston,

Ridgway Roberts (Spencer), Treadwell, Vanhorn, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 27 ; nays 29.

Which was not agreed to.
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The question recurring on the adoption of the section,

It was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth being under consideration,

Mr. Green

Moved to strike out all after the word " Directors," in

the seventeenth line.

On this motion the yeas and nays Avere demanded by

Messrs. Penrose and Mascher.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Dougherty, Dunk, Dyer,

Green, Houseman, Manuel, Mascher, Penrose, Preston, Tay-

lor.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abrar

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse,

Bockius, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport,

Davis, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Hancock,

Hand, Hassinger, Henry, King, Marsh, Miller (Andrew),

Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary,

M'Mullen, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Ridgway, Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Stevenson, Treadwell, Vanhorn,

Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 12 ; nays 47.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. A. J. Baker

Moved to amend, to insert the words, " for five years,"

after an " active fireman."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Duane

Moved to amend, to strike out the " proviso" and in-

sert :
" Provided that the name of the person nominated for
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Chief Engineer shall, in any instance, be submitted for con-

firmation or rejection to the Select and Common Councils, in

joint meeting assembled ; and whenever the pei'son returned

for Chief Engineer shall be rejected, a new name shall be
submitted for the approbation or rejection of the Select and
Common Councils, in joint meeting assembled.

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section fifth being under consideration,

Mr. Peall

Moved to amend, to insert after the word " and," on
fifth line, " shall have been an active fireman for at least

three years, and be not less than twenty-six years of age.

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section sixth being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, by adding the following proviso at

the end of the section :
" Provided, That any fire engine

and hose company now organized that shall, within sixty

days after the passage of this ordinance, by resolution, no-

tify Councils of their intention to accept the provisions of

the several ordinances regulating the Fire Department, may
participate in the elections of Chief and Assistant Engi-

neers, and shall thereafter become one of the companies of

the Fire Department of Philadelphia."

Which was ruled out of order,

And the section was agreed to.

Section seventh was agreed to.

Section eighth being under consideration,

Mr. A. J. Baker

Moved to strike out all after the word " property," in
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the twelfth line, to the word " Directors" in the eighteenth

line.

Which was not agreed to.

The section was then agreed to.

Section ninth was agreed to.

Section tenth was agreed to.

The eleventh section being under consideration,

Mr. Penrose

Moved to strike out " $1000" and insert " $1500."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Fuller and Penrose.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Craven, Enos, Hand, Henry, House-

man, Manuel, Parker, Penrose, Ridgway, Winship, Hacker,

President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Berry, Biddle, Bilyeu, Borie, Bremer,

Broomall, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Da-

venport, Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Freeman,

Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hancock, Hassinger,

King, Knorr, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary,

M'Mullen, Patterson, Peall, Pre'ston, Roberts (C. B.), Rob-

erts (Spencer), Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell,

Yanhorn, Welsh, Willetts.

Yeas 11 ; nays 50.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Henry

Moved to amend, to hisert after "$1000," on the

fourth Ime, " Assistant Engineers each $400."
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Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend the amendment, to strike out " $400"
and insert " $500."

Which amendment to the amendment was not agreed to.

The question being on the amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gibson
and King.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Davenport, Dyer, Enos,
Gibson, Gordon, Hand, Henry, Houseman, Manuel, Par-

ker, Penrose, Preston, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse,
Bockius, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Davis, Dougherty, Duane,
Preeman, Fuller, Grayson, Green, Hancock, Hassinger,

Kmg, Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram),
Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, Patterson,

Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran,
Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Willetts, Winship.

Yeas 15 ; nays 41.

Which was not agreed to.

JMr. Winship

Moved to amend, to strike out " $600," on the fifth

line, and insert " $800."

Mr. Gibson

Moved to amend the amendment, to insert " $500"
instead of " $800."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Manuel and Gibson.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Bremer, Butler, Enos, Gibson, Hassin-
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ger, Houseman, Manuel, Mascher, Murphy, Preston, Rob-
erts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Broomall,

Brouse, Bockius, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davis, Dough-
erty, Duane, Dnnk, Dyer, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Han-
cock, Hand, Henry, King, Knorr, Marsh, JMiller (Andrew),
Miller (J. Washington), M'Cleary, M'Mullcn, Parker, Pat-

terson, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Vaux, "Winship,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 14 ; nays 44.

Which amendment to the amendment was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the amendment,

It was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section twelfth was agreed to.

Section thirteenth being under consideration,

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to amend, to insert on line eight, after the word
" purpose," " Provided that the police officers of said dis-

tricts shall be required to perform said duty."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section fourteenth was agreed to.

Section fifteenth being under consideration,

Mr. Hancock

Moved to strike out, on line two, " eight hundred," and

insert " one thousand."

Which was not agreed to.

The section was agreed to.

Section sixteenth was agreed to.
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Mr. A. J. Baker

Oifered the following, to come in as section seven-

teenth :

" It shall be the duty of the police officers to notify

the members of the Fire Department, during the night, on

every just alarm of fire ; and the Lieutenant of each Ward
shall direct the men under his charge to call such members
as shall notify him of their residence."

Which was agreed to.

Section seventeenth (now eighteenth) was agreed to.

Section eighteenth (now nineteenth) being under con-

sideration.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend, on the third line, to strike out " four"

and insert " three."

On this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded
by Messrs. Ridgway and Davenport.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Miller (An-

drew), Murphy, O'Neill.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Bilyeu, Borie, Chester, Conrad,

Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Green, Hancock, Hand,
Hassinger, Henry, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh,

Mascher, Miller (J. Washington), M'Cleary, Parker, Pat-

terson, Preston, Ridgwa}^, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spen-

cer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Van-

horn, Vaux, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 6 ; nays 47.

Which was not agreed to.

33
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Mr. Chester

Moved to amend, to strike out the word " said" on

sixth line.

Wliich was agreed to.

And the section, as amended, was agreed to.

Section nineteenth (now twentieth) being under consi-

deration,

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to amend, to insert after the words " Joint Com-
mittee," on the seventh line, " having reported to Coun-

cils."

Which was agreed to.

The section as amended Avas agreed to.

The twentieth section (now twenty-first) was agreed to.

The twenty-first section (now twenty-second) was
agreed to.

The twenty-second section (now twenty-third) being

under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, to strike out all after " that" and in-

sert, " any fire engine" and hose company now organized

that shall, within sixty days after the passage of this ordi-

nance, by resolution, notiiy Councils of their intention to

accept the provisions of the several ordinances regulating

the Fire Department, may participate in the elections of

Chief and Assistant Engineers, and shall thereafter become,

in all respects, one of the companies of the Fire Department
of Philadelphia."

The Chair ruled the same out of order.

Mr. Henry

Oifered the following as section twenty-third

:

" That the number of active members of the several fire
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companies shall be as follows, viz, : Hose and hook and lad-

der companies not to exceed thirty, and engine companies
fifty. Provided, that a company having a first-class engine,

or a combined apparatus, may have an additional number
of members, but in no case shall the number exceed seventy-

five. Contributing members shall not be permitted to wear
the badge or equipments of the company to Avhich they are

attached. Provided, that all persons Avho have served five

years, or upwards, and who may be honorary members of

the several companies, may wear the equipments of the

company to which they belong, and shall not be included in

the number to which, by the provisions of this section, the

companies comprising the department are entitled."

On this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded
by Messrs. Winship and Mascher.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bishop, Dyer, Hand, Henry, Manuel,

Penrose, Preston.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Berry, Biddle, Bilyeu, Borie, Bremer, Broomall,

Brouse, Bockius, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis,

Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Enos, Freeman, Fiiller, Gibson,

Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Houseman,
King, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Wash-
ington), Murphy, M'Cleary, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parker,

Patterson, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanliorn, Vaux,
Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 7 ; nays 51.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Winship

Moved to amend, to strike out all after " Section 23,

and insert the following as the twenty-third section

:

" That the ordinance, approved January 30th, 1855,

be, and the same is hereby repealed."

o ?>
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Mr. Mascher

Moved to amend the amendment, by substituting the

following in lieu thereof:

" That the ordinance, approved January 30, 1855, en-

titled an ordinance to reorganize the Fire Department be,

and the same is hereby repealed."

Which Avas accepted.

The amendment was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Moved a reconsideration of the seventeenth section.

And on the motion being agreed to.

Moved to amend, to insert after " police officers,"

" under the direction of the Mayor."

Which amendment was agreed to.

The section as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to reconsider the first section.

On this motion the yeas and nays Avere demanded by
Messrs. Stevenson and Hassinger.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Borie, Bremer,
Brouse, Chester, Davis, Dougherty, Enos, Freeman, Green,

Hancock, Hassinger, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullcn, Pat-

terson, Penrose, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steelling, Vanhorn, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Berry, Biddle,

Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall, Bockius, Conrad, Craven, Da-

venport, Duanc, Dunk, Dyer, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson,

Hand, Henry, Houseman, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, O'JNeill, Par-
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ker, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Winship,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 25 ; nays 33.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And on the motion to suspend the rules, which forbid

the reading of a bill twice upon the same day, and proceed

to a third reading of the ordinance,

The yeas and nays were ordered by the Chair, and

were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Biddle, Bishop, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse,

Bockius, Chester, Davis, Dougherty, Duauc, Enos, Free-

man, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hancock,
Hand, Hassinger, Henry, King, Marsh, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (J, Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary,
M'Mnllen, Parker, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer),

Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Taylor, Willetts, Winship,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Conrad, Craven, Da-
venport, Dunk, Dyer, Houseman, Manuel, O'Neill, Patterson,

Penrose, Preston, Ridgway, Steelling, Stevenson, Vanhorn,
Yaux.

Yeas 42 ; nays 18.

It was agreed to.

The bill Avas then read a third time by its title, and on

the question, " Shall this bill pass ?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gibson

and Winship.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Bockius,
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Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dougherty,
Duane, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, King, Manuel, Marsh,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Mur-
phy, M'Cleary, M'Mullen, Parker, Roberts (C. B.), Ro-
berts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steelling,

Taylor, Vaux, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Bishop, Dunk, Dyer,
Hand, Houseman. O'Neill, Patterson, Penrose, Preston,

Ridgway, Stevenson, Vanhorn.

Yeas 46 ; nays 14.

It Avas agreed to.

So the bill was passed.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Common Council adjourned.
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TliURSDAY, July 5th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baircl,

Baker, A. J.

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Biddle,

Binder,

Bilyeu,

Bishop,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bockius,

BuiTim,

Butler,

Chester,

Conrad,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Duane,
Dunk,
Dyer,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,
Grayson,

Green,

Hancock,
Hand,
Hassinger,

Henry,
Houseman,
Levering,

Messrs. King,

Knorr,
Manuel,

Marsh,

Martin,

Mascher,

Miller, Andrew, ,

Miller, Hiram,
Miller, J. Washington,

Moore,
Murphy,
M'Adams,
M'Cleary,
M'Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parham,
Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Preston,

Keed,
Ridgway,
Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

Steelling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vanhorn,
Vaux,
Welsh,
Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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Mr. Ridgway

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to suspend the regular order of business to

offer a resolution.

And on the motion being agreed to, offered the follow-

ing:

Resolved, That Select Council be informed that Com-
mon Council will meet them in convention this afternoon, at

five o'clock, for the purpose of electing

A Commissioner of City Property.

A Chief Commissioner of Highways.

A Chief Engineer of the Water Works.

A Superintendent of Wharves and Landings.

Which was read twice, and being under consideration,

Mr. Houseman

Moved to amend, by adding, and " Commissioner of

Markets."

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend the amendment, by striking out the

hour.

Which amendment to the amendment was not agreed to.

The question now being on the amendment.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. House-

man and Green.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas— Messrs. Bishop, Broomall, Bumm, Chester,

Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dimk, Dyer, Enos,
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Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Houseman, Ma-
nuel, Marsh, Moore, M'Mullen, Parker, Preston, Ridgway,
Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Wil-
letts, Hacker, President.

Nays— Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton,

Biddle, Bilyeu, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Dougherty,
Duane, Freeman, Gay, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Henry,
Levering, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Penrose, Roberts (C.
B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux,
Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 30 ; nays 39.

It was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolu-

tion,

It was agreed to.

Mr. J\lanuel

Moved to suspend the regular order of business, for

the purpose of taking up the ordinance to authorize a loan

for the use of the Trustees of the Philadelphia Gas Works.

And on the motion being agreed to,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the same.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

The bill having been so prepared,

34
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Mr. Manuel

Moved that the rules be suspended, and the bill read a

third time by its title.

Which was agreed to.

The bill having been read a third time, and on the

question, " Shall this bill pass ?"

The yeas and nays were ordered by the Chair, and
were as follows

:

Yeas—^Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie,

Broomall, Brouse, Bockius, Bumm, Butler, Chester, Con-

rad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Dunk,
Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gordon, Grayson,

Green, Hancock^ Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Houseman,
Levering, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(AndroAv), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Mur-
phy, M'Cleary, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Pat-

terson, Peall, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts

(C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts' (T. J.), Sandgran,

Steelling, Stevenson, Trcadwell, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh,

Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Gibson, M'Adams, Taylor.

Yeas 69 ; nays 3.

It was agreed to.

So the bill was passed.

Mr. Willetts

Moved that the regular order of business be suspended

to take up the bill, entitled " An Ordinance to remit or re-

fund to tax-payers of the rural districts of the City of Phi-

ladelphia," which had been made the special order for this

day.

And on the motion being agreed to,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.
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Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Hancock

Moved to amend, to strike out the Avord " and," be-
tween " first and second," and insert the words " and
third," between "second" and "divisions," on the thir-

teenth line.

Mr. Willetts

.
Moved that the ordinance be referred to a special com-

mittee of five, to designate which are the rural districts,

but subsequently withdrew the same.

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the further consideration of the ordinance
be postponed for the present.

Pending the consideration of which.

The President, Clerk, and members of Select Council

were introduced, and took their seats in convention.

The Convention then proceeded to nominate and elect

(j)iva voce) a Commissioner of City Property.

Mr. Henry nominated Paul Pohl.

Mr. Ridgway nominated George J. Hamilton.

Mr. Freeman nominated Robert A. Parrish.

Election—96 votes cast.

Common Council.

Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm, Ches-

ter, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Houseman, King,

Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Moore, M'Mullen, Parham,
Parker, Preston, Read, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer,) Sand-

gran, Steelling, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, President.

36 voted for George J. Hamilton.
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Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman, Duffee, Hilles, Hutcliinson,

Keyser, Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes,

Wainwright, Verree, President.

14 voted for George J. Hamilton.

In all 50 votes. Elected.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler,

Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger,

Henry, Levering, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (An-
drew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Clea-

ry, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T.

J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

36 voted for Paul Pohl.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Hagner, Higgins, Kline, Marselis,

Welsh, Wharton.

7 voted for Paul Pohl.

In all 43 votes.

Common Council.

Messrs. Freeman, Penrose, Vaux.

3 voted for R. A. Parrish.

George J. Hamilton having received a majority of all

the votes cast, was declared duly elected Commissioner of

City Property.

On motion.

The Convention proceeded to nominate and vote for

Chief Commissioner of Highways.

Mr. Bumm nominated Thomas Birch.

Mr. M'Cleary nominated Andrew J. Wester.

Mr. Hutchinson nominated Jacob W. Colladay.
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Election—95 votes cast.

Common Council.

Messrs. Binder, Bilycu, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm, Ches-

ter, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand,
Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Moore,
M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Read, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell,

Willetts, Hacker, President.

39 voted for Thomas Birch.

Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman, Duflfee, Hilles, Keyser,
Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wain-
wright, Welsh, Verree, President.

14 voted for Thomas Birch.

In all 53 votes. Elected.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Dough-
erty, Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Henr}'-, Levering,

Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Wash-
ington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson,

Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor,

Vaux, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

36 voted for Andrew J. Wester.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Hagner, Higgins, Kline, Marselis,

Wharton.

6 voted for AndrcAV J. Wester-

In all 42 votes.

Thomas Birch having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared duly elected Chief Commissioner

of Highways.
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On motion,

The Convention proceeded to nominate and elect a Chief

Engineer of the Water Works.

Mr. Hand nominated Frederick Graeff.

Mr. Ridgway nominated Frederick Erdmann.

94 votes cast.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Boric, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler,

Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Henry,
Levering, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Mil-

ler (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts

(C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Van-
horn, Welsh, Winship.

39 voted for Frederick Graeff.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Hagner, Higgins, Hilles, Keyser,

Kline, Marselis, Roberts, Welsh, Wharton.

10 voted for Frederick Graeff.

In all 49 votes. Elected.

Common Council.

Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsli, Moore, Parham, Parker,

Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Steclling, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

36 voted for Frederick Erdmann.
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Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman, Duffee, Knorr, M'Whor-
ter, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright, Verree, President.

9 voted for Frederick Erdmami.

In all 45 votes.

Frederick GraefF having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared duly elected Chief Engineer of the

Water Works.

The Convention then proceeded to nominate and elect

a Superintendent of Wharves and Landings.

Mr. Bishop nominated James Horner.

Mr. Mascher nominated Joseph Hunnekcr.

Election.—96 votes cast.

Common Council.

Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm, Ches-

er, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Green, Hand, Henry,
Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Moore,
M'MuUen, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell,

Willetts, Hacker, President.

40 voted for James Horner.

Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman, Duifee, Hilles, Hutchin-

son, Keyser, Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby,

Stokes, Wainwright, Welsh, Wharton, Verree, President.

16 voted for James Horner.

In all 56 votes. Elected.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Dough-
erty, Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr,
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Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall,

Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux,

Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

35 voted for Joseph Hunneker.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Hagner, Higgins, Kline, Marselis.

5 voted for Joseph Hunneker.

In all 40 votes.

James Horner having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared duly elected Superintendent of

Wharves and Landings.

After which the Convention adjourned, and the mem-
bers of Select Council retired to their Chamber.

Council then resumed the consideration of the ordi-

nance.

The question being on the motion to postpone,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Moved the previous question, and was sustained in the

call by the following members rising, to wit

:

Messrs. Gibson, Patterson, Reed, Bumm, Bockius,

Willetts, Brouse, Enos, Biddlc and Gordon.

And on the question, " Shall the main question be put ?"

It was agreed to.

The question being on the motion to postpone,

It was not agreed to.
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The question now being on the amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Han-
cock and Peall.

And being ordered, were as follows:

Nays— Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Borie,

Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Gibson, Hancock, Has-
singer. Houseman, Levering, Knorr, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, Peall, Reed,
Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Steelling, Taylor,

Vaux, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Bishop, Broomall,Bock-
ius, Bumm, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport,
Dougherty, Fuller, Gay, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand,
Henry, King, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Hiram), Parker,

Patterson, Penrose, Roberts (C. B.), Vanhorn, Wuiship,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 25 ; nays 30.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Ridgway and Freeman.

And being ordered, were as follows

;

Yeas—Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Borie, Broomall, Bumm,
Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer, Gay, Gordon,
Grayson, Hancock, Hand, Henry, Houseman, Manuel, Mas-
cher, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Ridg-

way, Roberts, (C. B.), Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor,

Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Chester,

Dougherty, Duane, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Green,

Hassinger, Levering, King, Knorr, Marsh, Miller (Andrew),

Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Moore, Murphy,
35
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Patterson, Peall, Reed, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.)

Vanhorn, Vaux, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 30 ; nays 35.

Which was not agreed to.

The question th^n recurring on the adoption of the

section.

It was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

Mr. Miller

Moved to suspend the rules which forbid the reading of

a bill twice on the same day, and that the bill be read a
third time by its title.

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered by the

Chair, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,Borie,
Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Conrad, Dougherty, Duane, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Gibson, Hassinger, King, Knorr, Miller

(Andrew), Moore, INIurphy, O'Neill, Patterson, Roberts

(Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh,
Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays— Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall,

Chester, Craven, Dunk, Gay, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Hancock, Hand, Henry, Houseman, Levering, Manuel,

Marsh, Mascher. Miller (J. Washington), Parham, Penrose,

Ridgway, Sandgran, Stevenson.

Yeas 31 ; nays 25.

Which was not agreed to.

It reciuiring a vote of two-thirds of the members pre-

sent to suspend the rules.
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Select Council

Informs this Council that they have non-concurred in
the ordinance to re-organize the Fire Department of the
City of Philadelphia.

On motion,

Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, July 12th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, Abraham,
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Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Davenport

Presented a petition from the owners of property on
Pritchett street, asking the introduction of water pipes in

said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works,
without reading.

Messrs. Fuller, Broomall, Ridgway, O'Neill and Bumm,
each presented a petition from citizens, asking that the

Wagner Free Institute of Science may have a permanent
location, for a term of years, at the Spring Garden Hall,

corner of Thirteenth and Spring Garden streets.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on City Property.

Mr. Borie

Presented a petition from property-owners on Reed
street, in the First Ward, asking that the same may be

opened as far west as may be deemed expedient for the

public benefit.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Mr. Winship

Presented a petition from members of the fire compa-

nies acting under the provisions of the ordinance for the

better regulation of the Fire Department, asking Council to

appoint stationary bell-ringers in the cupola of late Spring

Garden Hall.

And upon the same being read, offered the following

resolution

:

Resolved, That the petition be referred to the Chief
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Engineer of the Fire Department, with instructions to adopt

such measures as may be necessary to enforce that portion

of the ordinance re-organizing the Fire Department relating

to the alarm bells, and also such other parts of said ordi-

nance as are now being disregarded.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Parker

Presented a petition from owners of property on both

sides of Elbow lane, between Market and Chestnut streets,

asking that said lane or alley may be repaved with a tram-

way on each side.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways, &c.

Mr. Chester

Presented a petition from John H. Scattergood, ask-

ing an appropriation to pay certain expenses occasioned by
having a limb broken in the discharge of his duty, as one

of the policemen of the Sixth Ward.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Police.

Also,

Desired to have the communication from D. B. Haas,
relative to taking up the railroad track running from the

Reading Railroad along the Schuylkill River, and which
had been referred to the Committee on Railroads at a for-

mer meeting, referred to the Committee on Highways.

The communication was so referred.

Mr. Chester

Presented a petition from the grocers, shopkeepers,

and stall renters of the Second Ward, asking Councils to

enact an ordinance to prevent the hawking about the streets

of the City, fruits, vegetables, &c.
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Mr. Freeman

Presented one of like import from the grocers, &c.,

of the Twelfth Ward.

Mr. King

Presented petitions of like import from the grocers,

&c., of the Fourteenth and Seventeenth "Wards.

Mr. Conrad

Presented petitions of like import from grocers, &c.,

of the Second and Fourteenth Wards.

Mr. Ridgway

Presented petitions of like import from grocers, &c.

of the Fourteenth, Sixteenth and Twentieth Wards.

Mr. Hoppel

Presented petitions of like import from grocers, &c.,

of the Second and Eighteenth Wards.

Which were read and severally referred to the Com-
mittee on Markets.

Mr. Moore

Presented a petition from property holders on Eighth

street, from Noble to Green streets, asking the construc-

tion of a culvert for the purpose of draining their cellars.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,

without reading.

Mr. Conrad

Presented a petition from holders of property on Race

street, between Twenty-first and Twenty-second streets, ask-

ing that water pipes may be laid in said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works.
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Mr. O'Neill

Presented a bill from John McBride, M. D., for pro-

fessional services rendered to Thomas Haslam, policeman.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Police.

Also,

Presented a petition from John Lentz, grocer, asking

indemnification for injury sustained by him to his store

goods on the night of July Gth, 1855, occasioned by ob-

structions, placed by authority of the City on the footways

on the south of Franklin street, west of Fourth street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Law, without

reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property on Hope
street, asking that said street may be re-paved immediately,

between Phoenix and Master streets.

Also,

Presented a petition from citizens and property-holders

of the Nineteenth Ward, asking that Cumberland street, in

the vicinity of the bridge over Gunner's Run Canal, may
be paved as early as practicable.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Highways, without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from citizens, asking a reduction

of the police force, and remonstrating against any increase

of salaries of policemen and police officers.

Which was referred to the Special Committee having

charge of the subject, without reading.

Mr. Bumm
Presented a petition from owners of property on Frank-
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lin avenue, late district of Kensington, asking to be re-

funded a portion of the money paid by them for paving
said avenue.

Also,

Presented a communication from George J. Hamilton,
oifering his securities for the office of Commissioner ^f City
Property.

Mr. Peall

Presented a communication from Edward C. GraeiF,

attorney for Tylee Allen and Philip Duffy, asking that an
appropriation may be made for the payment of said parties

for injury sustained to their property by the opening of

Richmond street, between William and Ann streets, in the

Nineteenth Ward.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. Hassinger

Presented a petition from owners of property and re-

sidents of Nicetown, Rising Sun, and vicinity thereof, ask-

ing that lamps may be placed on the east side of the Ger-

mantown Road, Twenty-third Ward.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Police.

Mr. Enos

Presented a petition from citizens, asking the con-

struction of the bridge over the Schuylkill River at Chest-

nut street, as provided for by the recent supplement to the

Consolidation Act.

Which was referred to the Committee on High-

ways, without reading.

The President

Presented the following from R. J. Hemphill, Secre-

tary of the Board of Controllers of Public Schools

:

36
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Philadelphia, July lltli, 1856.

At a meeting of the Controllers of Public Schools,

First District of Pennsylvania, held at the Controllers'

Chamber, on Tuesday, July 10, 1855, the following resolu-

tion was adopted.

liesolved, That the Select and Common Councils of the

City be respectfully requested to make arrangement for the

payment of teachers and other claims against this Board,
passed to-day, amounting to §92,748 18.

(From the minutes.)

R. J. Hemphill,

jSecretary.

Also,

A communication from John M. Coleman, Receiver of

Taxes, asking an appropriation of §3,338 46, to pay for

making out tax duplicates for the Aldermen, and also extra

duplicates for the Twenty-first, Twenty-second, Twenty-

third and Twenty-fourth Wards.

Which were severally read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Also,

A communication from James Horner, Superintendent

of Wharves and Landings, submitting the names of his secu-

rities.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Finance, in conjunction with the Solicitor.

Also,

Several communications from the Board of Health, re-

lating to nuisances.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Highways, &c.

Also,

The following communication from R. J. Hemphill,

Secretary of the Board of Controllers of Public Schools

:
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Philadelphia, July 3, 1855.

At a meeting of the Controllers of Public Schools,

First District of Pennsylvania, held at the Controllers'

Chamber, on Saturday, June 30th, 1855, the following pre-

amble and resolution Avere adopted :

Whereas^ The Controllers of Public Schools have re-

cently erected a school house in Shurs' lane, in Manayunk,
and built their front wall and steps in accordance with the

grade given by the late Surveyor, therefore

Mesolved, That the Commissioner of Highways be re-

quested to order the grade of Shurs' lane to be continued

as laid down by the late Surveyor.

(From the minutes.)

R. J. Hemphill,
Secretary/.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on High-
ways, &c.

Also, the following

:

Office of the Guardians of the Poor, )

Philadelphia.
)

(Extract from the minutes of the Guardians of the Poor
July 2d, 1855.)

Resolved, That this Board make application to the Se-

lect and Common Councils of the City of Philadelphia for

an additional appropriation of seventy-five thousand and
five hundred dollars for the balance of the year 1855, to be
applied to the following objects

:

For supplies, salaries, wages and incidental expenses of the

House generally, $37,000
For manufacturing department, - - - 2,500
" farm, 1,000
" out-door relief, 35,000

Total, - - $75,500

S. Snyder Leidy,

Secretary.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Poor.
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Also,

A communication from I. Hazlehurst, City Solicitor,

enclosing a communication received at his office from the

Receiver of Taxes, relative to the registered taxes, m an-

swer to a resolution of Council of the 28th ult.

Which was read, and referred to a Special Committee

consisting of Messrs. Winship, Biddle, Bumm, O'Neill and

King.

Also,

A bill from Samuel Oakes, M. D., for salary as Vac-

cine Physician of the Fourteenth Ward. Amount $12.50.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Health.

Also,

The quarterly report of B. A. Shoemaker, Chief En-

gineer of the Fire Department, comprising the number of

fires cocurring during that period, together with the condition

of the apparatus of the several companies composing the

department. (^Apperidix iVo. 19.)

Which was read.

Mr. Winship

Moved that 500 copies be printed for the use of mem-
bers.

Which was agreed to.

Reports of Committees being in order,

Mr. Winship

Moved that the regular order of business be sus-

pended, to take up the ordinance " to provide for the issue

of certificates of debt in payment of road damages, and

to pay the contract price of the Fire Alarm and Police Tele-

graph.

Which was not agreed to.
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Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, presented

the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report, that in accord-

ance with a resolution of Councils, passed May 31st, the

Department of Highways advertised in the daily papers for

proposals for cleansing by contract the First, Third, Fourth

and Fifth Districts for one year, and that the contracts

have been awarded as follows, subject to the approval of

Councils, viz.

:

First District, comprising the First, Second, Third and

Fourth Wards, to John Schaffer, at $12,284.

Third District, comprising the Thirteenth, Fourteenth Fif-

teenth and Twentieth Wards, to Bechtel & Sowers, at

$11,000.

Fourth District, comprising the Eleventh, Twelfth, Sixteenth

and Seventeenth Wards, to Robt. K. Abel, at $12,000.

Fifth District, comprising the Eighteenth and Nineteenth

Wards, to David Harlan and Thomas Marks, at $5,500.

A copy of the specifications and a copy of the form of

the contract are also submitted.

The committee submit a resolution, and recommend that

it be passed.

James M. Gibson,

Chairoiian.

D. C. Ends,

0. P. CORNMAN,
W^H. Stokes,

Geo. a. Binder,

Alg'n S. Roberts,

Wm. B. R. Selby.

Committee Room, July 12, 1855.
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Resolved, That the contracts for cleansing the First,

Third, Fourth and Fifth Districts as reported by the Com-
mittee on Highways, be and the same are hereby approved.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to the second reading and
consideration of the resolution,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Ridg-

way and Gibson.

And being ordered, were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Binder,
Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Green, Hoppel, King, Marsh,
M'Mullen, Parker, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Stevenson.

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Berry, Biddle, Borie, Bremer,
Brouse, Butler, Conrad, Dougherty, Freeman, Gay, Gor-
don, Grayson, Hancock, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Lever-
ing, Knorr, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),
Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Penrose, Taylor,

Vanhorn, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 24 ; nays 30.

It was not agreed to.

Also,

Presented a report in relation to the construction of a

culvert in Moore street, west side of Swanson, to the west
side of Ninth street, accompanied with the proposals for

constructing the same. (^Appendix No. 18.)

Which was read, and on motion of

Mr. Grayson,

It was referred to a special committee to make inquiry

relative to the alterations alleged to have been made in the

proposals.

The committee consisting of Messrs. Grayson, Barton,

Bumm, Biddle, and Spencer Roberts.
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Mr. M'Cleary

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed for two weeks.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report a bill making an
appropriation from the Girard Fund, for the payment of

damages for the widening of Water street, in accordance
with the will of Stephen Girard, and recommend that it be
passed.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

W. H. Stokes,

D. C. Enos,
John A. Houseman,
0. P. Cornman,
P. A. Keyser,
Geo. a. Binder,
Wm. B. R. Selby.

Committee Room, June 2Sth, 1855.

An ordinance to make an appropriation to pay certain

damages awarded to owners of property for injury thereto,

caused by the widening of Water street, and to pay the ex-

penses of the jury assessing the same.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.
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The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Select Council concurred.

Also, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report an ordinance
fixino; nine o'clock as the hour for closino; the markets on
Saturday nights, the object being to give the Department
of Highways time to cleanse and wash them before Sunday
morning.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.
D. C. Enos,

A. F. HoppEL,
0. P. CORNMAN,
W. H. Stokes,

Geo. a. Binder,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

Wm. B. R. Selby.

Committee Moom, July 7, 1855.

An ordinance to fix the hour at which the markets on

Saturday afternoons shall close.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the ordinance.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to strike out nine o'clock and insert ten o'clock.

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.
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The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Also, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred

the petition of Lane Schofield, asking that he may be paid

the amomit due him for work on culverts, on Schuylkill

Sixth street and Girard avenue,

Report a bill providing for the payment of $3008 IT,

being the amount agreed upon by the late Committee, after

a full investigation of the case.

Respectfully submitted.

W. B. R. Selby,

0. P. CORNMAN,
B. R. Miller,

Jno. a. Houseman,
Thomas J. Roberts,

P. a. Keyser,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

W. H. Stokes.

Committee Boom, July 1th, 1855.

"An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-

partment of Highways, Bridges, Sewers, and cleansing the

City, for the purpose therein mentioned."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to refer the ordinance back to the Committee,

to i-eport all the facts connected with the case to Councils.

37
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Mr. Davis

Moved to amend to refer the same to the Committee on
Claims.

Mr. King

Moved to amend the amendment, that the further con-

sideration of the ordinance be postponed for tAvo weeks.

And subsequently withdrew the same.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend the amendment, to refer the ordinance

to a special committee of five, to report all the facts con-

nected therewith to this Chamber.

Which amendment to the amendment was agreed to, and

The President

Appointed Messrs. Gordon, Binder, King, Henry and
Winship, as said Committee.

Also, the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report a resolution vaca-

ting Long lane, from Seventeenth street to Prime street, in

accordance with the provisions of an Act of Assembly, a

copy of which is hereto annexed, as also, the agreement of

the o"\vners of property.

Respectfully submitted.

Committee Room, July 6th, 1855.

James M. Gibson,

Thomas J. Roberts,
Geo. a. Binder,
John A. Houseman,
P. A. Keyser,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

W. H. Stokes,

Wm. B. R. Selby,

0. p. cornman.
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A resolution relative to the vacation of Long lane.

Resolved, That the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, do hereby approve of the closing of a
certain highway in the late district of Moyamensing, called

Long lane, so far as the same is situate between Seventeenth
and Prime streets, provided the conditions set forth in an Act
of Assembly, approved April 5th, 1849, entitled "An Act
to vacate Long lane, in the county of Philadelphia," &c.,

are complied with.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Manuel,

Chairman of the Committee on Gas Works, presented

the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Gas beg leave to report the accom-

panying bill, entitled "An Ordinance to make an appro-

priation for expenses incurred in lighting the City," and ask

its adoption.

Jos. 'Manuel, Jr.,

Chairman.
J. L. Hutchinson,

A. G. Waterman,
Jacob E. Ridgway,
W. H. Stokes,

T. J. Perkins,
Geo. W. Piddle,

I. N. Marselis,

R. M. Berry,
Pierce Butler,

P. A. Keyser.
Committee Room, June 12, 1855.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance.
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Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time, and

passed.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Parham,

Chairman of the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-
partment, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Coynmon Councils

:

5he Committee on Trusts and Fire Department have

had uftfer consideration an ordinance, entitled " An Ordi-
' nance t^ make an appropriation to the Fire f)epartment,"

and beg to report the annexed ordinance.

Wm. M. Parham,

Qhairman.

W. S. WiNSHIP,
Jno. M'Whorter,
Nathan Hilles,

Francis H. Duffee,
Geo. F. Gordon,
0. H. P. Parker,
J. W. Miller.

Committee Room, July 12, 1855.

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Fire

Department."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

Section first being under consideration,
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Mr. Welsh

Moved that the further consideration of the ordinance

be postponed and printed for the use of the members.

Which he subsequently withdrew.

Mr. Martin

Renewed the motion.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Ridgway and Gordon.

And being ordered, were as follows ;

Yeas—Messrs. Dougherty, Hand, Henry, Martin,

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Berry, Bid-

die, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Chester, Conrad,

Davenport, Davis, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,
Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hancock,
Hassinger, Houseman, Levering, King, Knorr, Manuel,
Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Moore,
Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Porham, Parker, Patterson,

Penr i-ie, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran,

Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts,

Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 4 ; nays 53.

Which was not agreed to.

The section was then agreed to.

Section second being under consideration,

Mr. King

Moved to amend, to strike out all of the section except

that portion relating to the Shiffler Hose.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by

Messrs. Winship and Ridgway.

And bemg ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Binder, Conrad, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,
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Gibson, Hand, Henry, King, Marsh, Martin, Patterson,

Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Treadwell, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Berry, Bid-

die, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Butler, Chester,

Davenport, Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Freeman, Fuller,

Gay, Gordon, Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Houseman,
Levering, Knorr, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

Moore, Murphy, M'Cleary, Pai-ham, Parker, Roberts (C.

B.), Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Winship, Hacker,

President.

Yeas 17 ; nays 37.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Dougherty

Moved to amend, to strike out the appropriation to the

Shiffler Hose.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Dougherty and Winship.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Conrad, Dougherty, Duane, Freeman,

Hand, Henry, Martin, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Wash-
ington), Murphy, Patterson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Biddle, Binder, Borie,

Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Butler, Chester, Davenport,

Davis, Dimk, Dyer, Enos, Gay, Gibson, Green, Hancock,
Hassinger, Houseman, Levering, King, Knorr, Marsh,

Moore, M'Cleary, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Ridgway,
Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Willetts, Winship, Hacker,

President.

Yeas 14 ; nays 36.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the section,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Winship

and J. W. Miller.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Biddle, Binder, Borie,
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Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Butler, Chester, Davenport,

Davis, Duane, Dunk, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gor-
don, Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Houseman, Levering,

Knorr, Martin, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

Murphy, M'Cleai'y, Parliam, Parker, Roberts (C. B ),

Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Conrad, Dougherty, Dyer, Enos,

Hand, Henry, King, INIarsh, Moore, Patterson, Penrose,

Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Vanhorn, Hacker, President.

Yeas 38 ; nays 15.

It was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth was agreed to.

Section fifth was agreed to.

Section sixth was agreed to.

Section seventh was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Winship

Moved that the rules be suspended which forbid the

reading of bills twice on the same day, and that the bill be

read a third time by its title.

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered by the

Chair, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Berry, Bid-

die, Binder, Borie, Broomall, Brouse, Chester, Davenport,

Davis, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson,

Gordon, Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Houseman, Levering,

Knorr, Martin, Miller (J. W'ashington), Moore, M'Cleary,

Parham, Parker, Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh,

Winship.
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Nays—Messrs. Bremer, Butler, Conrad, Dougherty,
Gay, Hand, Henry, King, Marsh, Miller (Andrew), Mur-
phy, Patterson, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Vanhorn, Hacker, President.

Yeas 36 ; nays 17.

Which was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time, and on the ques-

tion, " Shall this bill pass ?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Ridg-

way and Freeman.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Biddle, Binder, Borie,

Bremer, Broomall, Butler, Chester, Davenport, Davis,

Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay,
Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Houseman,
Levering, Knorr, Martin, Miller (J. Washington), Moore,
Murphy, M'Cleary, Parham, Parker, Roberts (C. B.)
Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts,

Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Conrad, Dyer, Hand, Henry, King,

Marsh, Miller (Andrew), Patterson, Penrose, Ridgway,
Roberts (Spencer), Hacker, Presideyit.

Yeas 41 ; nays 12.

It was agreed to.

So the bill was passed.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have concurred in the

bill, entitled " An Ordinance to authorize a loan for the use

of the Trustees of the Philadelphia Gas Works."

Mr. Hancock

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Patterson and Ridgway.

And being ordered, were as follows

:
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Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Binder, Borie, Brouse,

Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Gibson, Green,
Hancock, Hand, Henry, Houseman, Moore, Murphy,
M'Cleary, Parham, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.),

Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh,
Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Biddle, Bremer,
Broomall, Butler, Chester, Dougherty, Duane, Enos, Free-

man, Fuller, Gay, Gordon, Grayson, Hassinger, Levering,

King, Knorr, Marsh, Martin, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J.

Washington), Parker, Patterson, Vanhorn, Winship, Hacker,
President.

Yeas 29; nays 27.

Which was agreed to.

So Common Council adjourned.

38
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THURSDAY, July 19th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. Hancock

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved a suspension of the regular order of business,

to enable him to offer a resolution at this time.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend, " and to present other resolutions."

Mr. Patterson

Moved to divide the motion.

Which was agreed to.

The question being on the first division to suspend the

rules,

It was agreed to.

Mr. Stevenson

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That it shall not be lawful for the Controller

to pass any bill or claim that may be presented for the

payment of Assessors of Wards wherein there is property

known as agricultural or rural, unless the same is desig-

nated as such, and assessed according to the thirty-ninth

section of the act consolidating the City of Philadelphia.

Provided, that it shall be the duty of the City Commission-

ers, and they are hereby required to notify the Controller

if the said Assessors have performed said duty according

to law.

Which was read twice, and after some time spent in

the consideration thereof,

Mr. Patterson

Moved the call of the previous question, and was sus-

tained therein by the following gentlemen rising

:

Messrs. Patterson, Biddle, Bockius, M'Cleary, Butler,

Vanhorn, Enos, Martin, Davenport, Borie.



300 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [July 19,

And on the question, " Shall the main question be now
put ?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Patter-

son and Davis.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Biddle, Borie, Bockius, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Da-
venport, Davis, Enos, Freeman, Hancock, Hassinger, Lev-
ering, King, Knorr, Martin, Miller (Andrew), Murphy,
M^Cleary, Patterson, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Taylor,

Treadwell, Vanhorn, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Bishop, Bremer, Dyer, Fuller, Gay,
Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hand, Henry, Houseman, Manuel,
Marsh, Mascher, Miller (J. Washington), M'Adams, M'Mul-
len, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Sandgran, Steell-

ing, Stevenson, Welsh.

Yeas 31 ; nays 25.

It was agreed to.

The main question being the adoption of the resolu-

tion,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Penrose
and Mascher.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Bremer, Davenport,

Dyer, Gay, Gibson, Hancock, Hand, Henry, Houseman,
Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (J. Washington),

M'Adams, M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose, Roberts (C. B.),

Sandgran, Stevenson.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker .(Abraham), Biddle,

Bishop, Borie, Broomall, Bockius, Butler, Chester, Conrad,

Craven, Davis, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Green, Hassinger,

Levering, King, Knorr, Miller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Cleary,

Parker, Patterson, Peall, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts
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(Spencer), Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts,

Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 22 ; nays 37.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Chief Engineer and Surveyor of

the City be, and he is hereby directed to make a full exa-

mination of the condition of the Suspension Bridge over the

river Schuylkill, at Callowhill street, and to make a report

of the same to Councils.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Gay

Offered the following preamble and resolution

:

Inasmuch as the Board of Health, the past year, have
repeatedly called upon the City Councils, requesting them
to have Charlotte street paved, from Franklin avenue to

Master street, and as this portion of that street, by reason

of offensive matter passing from the yards of slaughter-

houses and cow-stables, is, by all who have occasion to pass

through it or reside in it, declared a nuisance ; therefore.

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be directed to notify owners of property fronting on Char-

lotte street, between Franklin avenue and Master street, to

curb and pave the side-ways, and that he proceed to pave

the street immediately after the expiration of said notice.

The resolution was twice read, considered and adopted,

and

The preamble was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.
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Mr. O'Neill

Offered the following preamble and resolution

:

Whereas^ The financial condition of the City on July

1st, 1855, was such as to prevent honest workmen employed

in the service of the City, and our own police officers, from

receiving the money due them, which has caused great loss

and distress to them and their families.

And whereas^ It is publicly known that the interest of

the debts of the City has been paid by the bank, though

there was not a sufficient sum in the said bank to the credit

of the City to meet orders drawn prior to the 1st of July,

1855. Therefore, be it

Resolved^ That a Special Committee of three be ap-

pointed, to ascertain whether any arrangement has been

made by any officer or committee of the City with any

bank or other institution, or private persons, in relation to

advancing or loaning money to the City ; and if any ar-

rangement has been made, what are the terms thereof, and

by whom made. The Committee to report at the next

stated meeting of this Council.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to a second reading and con-

sideration of the same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. O'Neill

and Mascher.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Borie, Bremer, Bockius,

Fuller, Gordon, Hancock, Hassinger, Knorr, Mascher, Mur-

phy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Peall, Roberts (C. B.),

Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, V.'' Ish, Winship.

Nays— Messrs. Baird, liaker (Abraham), Biddle,

Bishop, Broomall, Butler, Cliester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis,

Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Gay, Gibson, Green, Hand, Henry,

Houseman, Levering, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (An-

drew), Miller (J. Washington), M'Mullen, Parham, Parker,
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Patterson, Penrose, Preston, Ridgway, Robei-ts (Spencer),
Sandgran, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Willetts, Hacker, Preddeyit.

Yeas 21 ; nays 38.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, en-

titled " An Ordinance to regulate the public printing and
binding, and for other purposes," (^Appendix, No. 19,) and
moved that the same be laid on the table, and printed for

the use of the members.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, en-

titled " An Ordinance to provide for the release of damages
for opening streets, and for other purposes," (see Appen-
dix^ No. 20,) and moved that the same be laid on the table,

and printed for the use of the members.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Knorr

Offered the following resolution

;

Besolved, That we now proceed to elect three news-

papers to publish the ordinances and such other matter re-

quired to be published, also to elect a printer to print and

bind the Journal and other job printing.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to a second reading and con-

sideration thereof,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Mascher

and Knorr.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Bockius, Butler, Chester, Gay,

Gordon, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Levering, Knorr, Mas-
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cher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy,
M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts

(C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Bishop, Broomall, Conrad, Daven-
port, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Green, Hand,
Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham Par-

ker, Penrose, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sand-

gran, Steelling, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 31 ; nays 27.

It was agreed to.

The resolution was then read a second time, and being

under consideration,

Mr. Penrose

Arose, and asked the indulgence of the Chair to occu-

py a seat opposite the President's desk, as he was unable

to hear or be heard from the seat which he occupied.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved that when any member desired to speak, he may
occupy a stand in front of the President's desk.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration of the resolution

be postponed for the present.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Stevenson and Penrose.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm,
Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Ful-

ler, Gibson, Green, Hand, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh,

M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell,
Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Bockius, Butler, Chester,
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Freeman, Gay, Gordon, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry,
Levering, Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J.

Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Pat-

terson, Peall, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 33 ; nays 30.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented a

report, (signed by all the members of the Committee,) show-

ing the financial condition of the City. (^Apj^endix, No. 21.)

Which was read and accepted.

Also,

Moved to proceed to the reading and consideration of

Bill No. 3, Common Council File, entitled " An Ordinance

to authorize a loan to pay claims against, and to defray the

expenses of the Corporation."

Which was agreed to.

The bill was read, and

On the motion to proceed to a second reading and con-

sideration of the same,

Mr. Bockius

Moved that the further consideration be postponed for

the present.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, " to an adjourned meeting to be held

on Monday next."

On this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded
by Messrs. Reed and Bumm,

Who subsequently withdrew the same, when

Mr. Reed

Moved that when this Coimcil adjourn, it will be to

39
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meet on Monday next, at three o'clock, and that the ordi-

nance be made the special order of that day.

Wliich was agreed to.

Mr. Abraham Baker

Presented a petition from citizens of the Ninth Ward,
relative to withholding the annual appropriation from the

Warren Hose Company by Councils, and asking the resto-

ration of the same.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Trusts and Fire Department.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented the following preamble and resolution

:

Whereas, It is admitted by all mankind that the name
of all public benefits should be held in sacred remembrance

;

And whereas, Jacob Steinmetz and other citizens have pur-

chased a large tract of land, known as the Hunting Park
Course, which has for many years been occupied as a race

course, which gathered together large numbers of gamblers

and other lawless people, to the great injury to the morals

and evil example of the younger citizens, and these gentle-

men having conveyed the said park, by a deed of gift, to

the City of Philadelphia, for the use of a public park.

Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the said park shall be named or called

the Steinmetz Park, as a small testimonial of esteem due by
the citizens of Philadelphia to Mr. Jacob Steinmetz and

the other gentlemen, for the benefit they have conferred on

the present and future generations.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on City

Property.

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Freeman

Oifered the following preamble and resolution

:

Whereas, The City of Philadelphia lately recovered a
judgment in a suit brought in the District Court of the City

and County of Philadelphia to December term, 1851, No.
1086, against Penrose Ash, for the sum of $1204 IG and
costs of suit ; and whereas, the hereinafter described tract

of ground has been sold, for the purpose of paying off prior

incumbrances against the same ; and whereas, the security

of the City for the payment will be materially increased by
the said sale, and the consequent reduction of the prior in-

cumbrance and judgment against the said Ash.

Resolved, That the Mayor be directed, on behalf of the

City of Philadelphia, to release from the lien of a judgment
entered in the District Court for the City and County of

Philadelphia, on the 10th day of January, A. D. 1852, on

a suit brought to December term, A. D. 1851, No. 1086, in

which the Mayor, Aldermen, and citizens of Philadelphia

are plaintiffs, and Penrose Ash defendant, the following de-

scribed property of the said defendant, namely : All that

certain lot or piece of ground in the City of Philadelphia,

late in the township of Passyunk, in the County of Phila-

delphia, beginning at a point on the west side of Broad
street, in the middle of the London Company's road, thence

along the middle of the said road, south eighty-three de-

grees, west fifty-six perches and seven-tenths of a perch to

land now or late of John C, Stocker, thence by the said

Stocker's land north ten degrees thirty minutes, west

seventy-seven perches and thirty-six hundredths of a perch

to Hollander's Creek, thence along Hollander's Creek the

several courses thereof about one hundred and twenty-two

perches to the west line of said Broad street, and thence

southward along the west side thereof to the place of begin-

ning, containing fifty-four acres and sixty-five perches more
or less.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.
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Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on Law, to

report the facts to this Chamber.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from John Murphy and associates,

asking Councils to grant them such privileges as may be

necessary to enable them to construct and maintain, in the

most efficient manner, a line of railroad for passengers, ex-

tending from the late District of Richmond to the Navy
Yard, and

Moved that the petition be referred to a Special Com-
mittee of three from each Chamber.

Mr. Peall

Moved to amend, to refer the same to the Committee
on Highways.

Which amendment was not agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

And the President appointed Messrs. Gibson, Peall,

and Andrew Miller said Committee, on the part of Common
Council.

Select Council concurred.

And appointed Messrs. Roberts, Welsh, and Keyser,

on the part of said Council.

Mr. Willetts

Moved to take up bill No. 7, Common Council file,

entitled " An Ordinance to remit or refund to the tax-payers

of the rural districts of the City of Philadelphia."

Which was agreed to.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the third reading and considera-

tion of the bill, when
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Mr. Hancock

Moved to refer the ordinance to a special committee.

Mr. AVinship

Moved to amend, to refer to a committee of one from
each Ward containing rural districts.

Mr. Houseman

Moved to amend the amendment, to refer the ordi-

nance, and a substitute for the same (which he offered

without reading) to a special committee.

Which was subsequently withdrawn.

The amendment was not agreed to.

The motion was not agreed to.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved that Council resolve itself into a Committee of

the whole for special amendments, to wit : to strike out

sixty-six and insert " huy."

Mr. Hancock

Moved to amend, to strike out " special" and insert

"general,"

On this question the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Penrose and Hancock.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs, Baker (A.J.) Binder, Dunk, Dyer,

Gay, Green, Hancock, Hand, Henry, Houseman, Manuel,

Mascher, Miller (J. Washington), M'Mullen, Penrose, Steell-

ing, Stevenson.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Biddle,Borie, Broomall,

Bockius, Bumm, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Daven-

port, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Hassinger, Levering,

King, Knorr, Marsh, Miller (Andrew), M'Adams M'Cleary,

Parker, Patterson, Peall, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spen-
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cer), Sandgran, Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh, Wil-

letts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 17 ; nays 38.

Which Avas not agreed to.

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. Steven-

son,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs Steven-

son and Treadwell.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. liaker (A. J.), Craven, Davenport,

Dunk, Dyer, Freeman, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Hancock,

Hand, Henry, Houseman, Manuel, ^larsh, Mascher, Miller

(J. Washington), Penrose, llidgway, Koberts (O. B.),

ISteelling, Stevenson.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Biddle, Binder, Broom-
all, Bockius, Bumm, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Enos, Fuller,

Green, Hassinger, Levering, King, Knorr, Miller (Andrew),
M'Adams, M'Cleary, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Reed, Rob-

erts (Spencer), Sandgran, Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn,

Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 22 ; nays 33.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that Council resolve itself into a committee of

the whole for the purpose of amending the bill by the fol-

lowing substitute

:

Section 1. That the Receiver of Taxes shall remit

from the assessment of any farm land, used for the purpose

of cultivation or farming, Avithin the agricultural or rural

sections of the City, and returned as farm land by the pro-

per assessor, under the 39th Section of the Act of the 2d
February, 1854, entitled " A further supplement to an Act
entitled ' An Act to incorporate the City of Philadelphia,'

"

the sum of fifty cents of the whole City tax assessed at

one hundred and fifty cents on the hundred dollars ; and it
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shall be the duty of the said Receiver of Taxes to receive

from each tax-payer for the said farm-land, the residue of

the said tax, after making such remission, giving to such

tax-payer a receipt in full therefor, expressing therein the

amount of such deduction.

Section 2. That the Assessors of the proper Wards
shall make returns, according to the thirty-ninth section of

the said Act of the 2d February, 185-i, of ^Yhat properties

are within agricultural and rural sections, used for the pur-

pose of cultivation or farming ; and no allowance of com-

pensation shall be made to any Assessor who shall have

failed to perform the duty so required by the said Act.

Section 8. In case any tax-payer shall have paid for

such farm land within agricultural or rural sections of the

said City the full amount of the tax assessed thereon for the

present year, without any such remission, the amount which

should have been so paid shall be refunded to such tax-

payer ; and the Controller, on the certificate thereof by the

Receiver of Taxes, shall draw his warrant on the City

Treasurer therefor.

Section 4. The Receiver of Taxes shall report to

Councils the amount of the remissions so iftade.

Section 5. It shall be the duty of the Receiver of

Taxes to furnish the Chief Engineer and Surveyor a list of

the properties so returned as aforesaid, and the said Chief

Engineer and Surveyor shall prepare and report to Councils

a diagram of the agricultural or rural sections of the City

so returned by the said Assessors ; and he shall also report

any error he may discover to have been committed in the

returns so made.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Penrose and Gay.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Berry, Binder, Dunk,

Dyer, Gay, Green, Hancock, Hand, Henry, Houseman,

Manuel, M'iller (J. Washington), M'Adams, M'Mullen, Pen-

rose, Roberts (C. B.), Steelling, Stevenson.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,
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Borie, Broomall, Bockius, Bumm, Butler, Chester, Conrad,
Craven, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Hassinger, Lever-
ing, King, Knorr, Marsh, Miller (Andrew), M'Clearj, Par-

ker, Patterson, Peall, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),
Sandgran, Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 19 ; nays 35.

Which was not agreed to.

The bill was read a third time *by its title, and on the

question " Shall this bill pass ?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Steven-

son and Steelling.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Biddle, Borie, Broomall, Bockius,

Bumm, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport,

Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Green, Hassinger, Levering,

King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Andrew), M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Reed, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Taylor, Treadwell,

Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Berry, Binder, Dunk,

Gay, Gibson, Hancock, Hand, Henry, Houseman, Mascher,

Miller (J. Washington), Penrose, Roberts (C. B.), Steell-

ing, Stevenson.

Yeas 40 ; nays 16.

It was agreed to.

So the bill passed.

Mr. Craven

Moved to take up bill No. 11, Common Council file,

entitled " An Ordinance to pay the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth,

Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth Instalments on the sub-

scription to the capital stock of the Northwestern Railroad

Company.

Which was agreed to-
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Mr. Gordon

Moved that the further consideration of the ordinance

be postponed for the present.

Which -yyas agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That when this Chamber adjourn, it adjourn

to meet on Monday next, at 3 o'clock, to consider ordinance

No. 3 on Common Council file, and other business, and that

ordinance No. 3 be the order of the day.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.

Mr Andrew Miller

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

The Clerk of the Mayor being introduced, presented

the following

:

^Mayor's Office,
)

Philadelphia, July 19, 1855.
f

To the Comrnon Council of the City of Philadelphia:

Gentlemen :—I have signed and approved the follow-

ing ordinances, viz

:

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to pay the expenses incurred in lighting the

City."

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to authorize

the construction of a certain culvert."

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to authorize

a loan for the use of the Trustees of the Philadelphia Gas
Works."

A resolution entitled " A Resolution relative to the

vacation of Long lane."

A Supplement to an Ordinance approved the 3d day
40
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of May, 1855, entitled "An Ordinance to provide for the

granting of building permits."

A Resolution to authorize property holders to pave

certain streets therein named.

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to pay certain damages awarded to the owners

of property, for injury thereto caused by the widening of

Water street, and to pay the expenses of the jury assess-

ing the same."
R. T. Conrad,

Mayor.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Gordon
,

Moved to take up an ordinance from Select Council on

the President's desk, relative "to establishing street lines

and curb heights in the First, Twenty -first, Twenty-third and

Twenty-fourth Wards."

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have had under consi-

deration a bill, entitled " An Ordinance to provide for es-

tablishing street lines, and curb heights in the First, Twenty-
first, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Wards.

Which they have passed, and ask concurrence.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. Bockius

Moved to include the "Twenty-second Ward."

Pending the consideration of which.
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Mr. Bockius

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Council adjourned.
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MONDAY, July 23d, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to adjournment.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. Penrose

(On leave granted at this time) read in place, and
presented to the Chair a bill, entitled " An Ordinance to

prohibit the disbursement of public or corporate money for

banqueting, or the purchase of vinous, spirituous, or malt
liquors, and for the use of the officers of the government,"
(^Appendix, No. 22,) and moved that the same be laid on
the table, and printed for the use of the members.

Which was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the second reading and con-

sideration of bill No. 3, Common Council file, entitled "An
Ordinance to authorize a loan to pay claims against, and to

defray expenses of the Corporation," which had been made
the special order of the day.

The Clerk exhibited files of the Pennsylvania Inquirer

and Daily Morning Times, as vouchers of the publication of

the same.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Craven

Moved to amend, to strike out on line eleventh, "in
the form prescribed by existing ordinances," and insert,

" with coupon bonds attached, for the payment of interest,

or shall specify that the sum of interest therein named is

payable, free from all taxes ;" and also strike out, on line

thirteen, " and the said certificates shall be transferable at

the office of the City Treasurer."

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Moved that the further consideration of the ordinance

be postponed, to take up the ordinance. Select Council file

No. 11, entitled "A Supplement to an Ordinance, entitled
* An Ordinance establishing and regulating the Department
of Highways, Bridges, Sewers and Cleansing the City,'

"

passed August 29th, A. D. 1854.

Which was not agreed to.
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Mr. Patterson
"^

Moved to amend, to strike out, on line six, the words
" one million," and insert, " five hundred and thirty-five

thousand."

Which amendment was not agreed to.

On the question of agreeing to the section as amended,

The yeas and nay^ were demanded by Messrs.

M'Cleary and Stevenson.

And being ordered, were as fiDllows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broom-
all, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis,

Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Gray-
son, Green, Hand, Henry, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh,
Moore, M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed,
Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Tread-

well, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham, Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, But-

ler, Dougherty, Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Mar-
tin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphv, M'Adams,-
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Roberts (C. B.'), Roberts (T.

J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 40 ; nays 80.

It was agreed to.

Section second Avas agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill Avas ordered to be prepared for a third

ing.

The bill having been so prepared,

reading

Mr. Biddle

Moved that the rules be suspended, and the bill read a

third time by its title.

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Gordon

Moved that Council resolve itself into a committee of

the whole on the bill for general amendments.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Gibson and Reed.

And beins; ordered were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm,
Conrad, Craven, Davis, Dmik, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gib-

son, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand, Henry, Houseman,
King, Marsh, Moore, M'Mullen, Parham, Patterson, Pen-

rose, Reed, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Tread-

well, Vanhorn, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays— Messrs. Berry, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse,

Bockius, Butler, Chester, Davenport, Dougherty, Dyer,
Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Manuel, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

O'Neill, Parker, Preston, Ridgway', Roberts (C. B.), Rob-
erts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 38 ; nays 32.

Which was agreed to.

Council then resolved itself into a Committee of the

Whole on the consideration of the bill, (Mr. Hassinger in

the chair,) and after some time spent therein, the Com-
mittee arose and reported the bill with amendments.

Which report was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time by its title, and on

the question, " Shall this bill pass ?"

The yeas and nays were ordered by the Chair.

And were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Berry,

Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Conrad,

Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,

Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand, Henry,

Houseman, King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Moore, M'Mullen,
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Parham, Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran,

Steelling, Treadwell, Vauhorn, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Biddle, Borie, Bremer,

Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Dougherty, Hancock, Hassinger,

Levering, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphy,

M'Adams, M'Cleary, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor,

Welsh, AVinship.

Yeas 46 ; nays 22.

It was not agreed to.

It requiring two-thirds of all the members to pass the

bill.

On motion,

Adjourned.
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THURSDAY, July 20111. 1 So5.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baker, A. J.,

Baker, x\braham,

Barton,

Berrv,
Biddle,

Binder,

Bishop,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bockius,

Bumm,
Butler,

Chester,

C/onrad,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dougherty,
Dyer,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,
Grayson,

Green,

Hancock,
Hand,
Hassinger,

Houseman,
41

Messrs. Levering,

King,

Knorr,
Manuel,

Marsh,

Martin,

"Mascher,

Miller, Andrew,
Miller, J. Washington,

Murphy,
M'Adams,
M'Cleary,
M'Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Preston,

Reed,
Ridgway,
Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

!Steelling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vanhorn,
Welsh,

Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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Mr. Davenport

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved a re-consideration of the vote by which the re-

solution, relative to members occupying a stand in front of

the President's desk, whilst speaking, (page 304 of the Jour-

nal,) was adopted.

Which was agreed to.

The question being mi the adoption of the resolution,

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved a suspension of the rules, for the purpose of

considering the ordinance from Select Council, entitled " A
Supplement to an ordinance establishing and regulating the

Department of Highways, Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing

the City."

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend, " and to consider other business on
the President's desk."

Which amendment was accepted.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed a bill, en-

titled " A Supplement to an ordinance entitled ' An Ordi-

nance establishing and regulating the Department of High-
ways, Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing tlie City,' " passed

August 29th, A. D., 1854.
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On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of said bill.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Willetts

Moved to amend, to strike out " three" and insert

" four," for the Twenty-third Ward, on line twenty.

Which was not agreed to.

The section was then agreed to.

Section second Avas agreed to.

Section third being under consideration,

Mr. Berry

Moved to amend, to strike out " miscellaneous clerk,

whose salary shall be eight hundred dollars per annum."

Which was ruled out of order.

The question being on the adoption of the section.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Berry

and Mascher.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Bockius,

Davis, Dougherty, Enos, Gibson, Hancock, Hassinger, Lev-

ering, King, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),

Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, Pat-

terson, Peall, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Steell-

ing, Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willets, Winship,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Bumm, Butler, Chester, Con-

rad. Craven, Davenport, Dyer, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gor-

don, Grayson, Green, Hand, Houseman, Manuel, Marsh,
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M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parker, Preston, Ridgway, Sandgraii,

Stevenson.

Yeas 36 ; nays 25.

It was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill was ordered to be prepared for a third

reading.

And on the question to suspend the rvdes, and proceed

to the third reading and consideration of the same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gray-

son and Bumm.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Bockius,

Butler, Dougherty, Enos, Freeman, Gay, Gibson, Hand,
Hassinger, Levering, King, Knorr, Marsh, Martin, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy,

M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Ridgway,

Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Steelling, Steven-

son, Taylor, Treadwell, Yanhorn, Welsh, Willets, Win-
ship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Cra-

ven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Grayson, Green, Houseman,
M'Mullen, Parker, Preston, Sandgran.

Yeas 43 ; nays 15.

It was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time, considered, and

passed.

Mr. Biddle

Moved that Select Council be notified to meet this

Council this afternoon, at five o'clock, for the purpose of

electing four Commissioners of Highways, and a Superin-

tendent of Citv Railroads.
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Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend to strike out " four,'" and insert " six."

Mr. Houseman

Moved to amend tlie amendment by adding, "" and to

elect a Commissioner of Market Houses."

Mr Bmnm
Moved to postpone to this day two weeks.

Which was ruled out of order.

Mr. Houseman

Moved to postpone the consideration of the Avhole sub-

ject.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Reed

Moved to take up the bill, Common Council File, No.
11, entitled " An ordinance to pay the fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth instalments on the sub-

scription to the capital stock of the Northwestern Railroad

Company."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Reed and Bumm.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Biddle, Binder, Borie, Broom-
all, Bockius, Bumm, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Enos,
Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gordon, Grayson, Levering, Manuel,
Parker, Patterson, Reed, Ridgway, Sandgran, Treadwell,

Vauhorn, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Barton, Bremer, Brouse,

Davenport, Davis, Dougherty, Dyer, Green, Hancock,
Hand, Hassinger, Houseman, King, Knorr, Marsh, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Mur-

phy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, xM'Mullen, O'Neill, Preston, Rob-
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erts (Spencer), Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Win-
ship.

Yeas 28 ; nays 32.

Which was not agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have concurred in the

resolution relative to drawing a warrant in favor of John
Quincy Adams, with the following amendment, to wit

:

'* And that the Clerk of Select Council be directed to

draw a warrant in favor of Samuel Wallace for $75, for ser-

vices as Clerk in the case of the contested election of the

sitting member from the Fifteenth Ward, and a warrant in

favor of Jacob Smith, Messenger, for $25, for services in

said case.

Common Council concurred in the amendment.

Messrs. O'Neill and Barton,

Severally arose and asked permission to record their

votes on the final passage of the bill, entitled " An Ordi-

nance to authorize a loan to pay claims against, and to de-

fray the expenses of the Corporation," which had been con-

sidered on Monday last, and upon the same being granted,

recorded the same in the negative.

Select Council

Informs this Council that the President has appointed

the following Committees of Visitation to Girard College,

for ISdb-i), to wit

:

June— Messrs. Perkins, (Chairman,) Cornman,

McWhorter, Stokes, Kline and Caldwell.

July—Messrs. Welsh, Wainwright, Duffee, Wharton,

Ashton and Higgins.

August—Messrs. Roberts, (Chairman,) Selby, Knorr,

Marselis, Beideman and Hagner.

September—Messrs. Hilles, Keyser, Miller, Hutchin-

son, Stokes and Caldwell.
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October—Messrs. Wainwright, (Chairman,) Waterman,
McWhorter, Miller, Higgins and Kline.

November—Messrs. Cornman, Knorr, Perkins, Duifee,

Ashton and Hagner.

December—Messrs. Welsh, (Chairman,) Selby, Whar-

ton, Roberts, Marselis and Beideman.

January—Messrs. Stokes, Wainwright, Hilles, Keyser,

Caldwell and Hutchinson.

February—Messrs. Stokes, (Chairman,) Hutchinson,

Miller, Knorr, Kline and Hagner.

3Iarch—Messrs. Duffee, Watemnan, Roberts, Hilles,

Ashton and Higgins.

April—Messrs. McWhorter, (Chairman,) Welsh, Corn-

man, Keyser, Beideman and Marselis.

May—Messrs. Selhy, Perkins, Wharton, Wainwright,

Kline and Ashton.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution:

Resolution granting permission to lay water pipes.

Resolced, That the Engineer of the Watering Depart-

ment be, and he is hereby authorized to grant permission

to the Pennsylvania Railroad Company to lay water pipes

two inches in diameter, and connect with the main on Mar-

ket [street, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, subject to the usual

retpurements.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

And the title was agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Department of Highways be, and

they are hereby directed to notify the owners of property

on Lobos alley, running north from Walnut street, between
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Fourth and Fifth streets, to re-set the curb, and rc-pave

the same.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution

:

Jiesolved, That the attention of the Police Committee

be called, at the earliest practicable moment, to the peti-

tion of J. H. Scattergood, asking relief for injuries done

him in the discharge of his duty as a Police officer, and

presented to this Council on the 17th May.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Also,

Infonn that they have passed the following ordinance

:

" An Ordinance to repeal an ordinance, entitled ' An
Ordinance to establish and organize the Department of City

Surveyors and Regulators.'

"

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing, when

Ml-. Bumm
Moved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed for the present, and subsecjuently withdrew the

same.

On motion.

The rules were suspended, and

The bill was then read the third time by its title and

passed.
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Also,

Inform that they have passed the following ordinance:

" An Urdhiance to provide for the paving of Delaware
avenue, between Market and South streets, with cubical

blocks, and to make an appropriation therefor."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the same.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second being under consideration,

Mr. Chester

Moved to amend, to strike out " blocks of cubical

stone," and insert " cubical blocks of stone."

Which amendment was agreed to, and

The section as amended Avas agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That the Committee on City Property'' be in-

structed to inquire into the policy of the City Uovernment
continuing the inspection of tobacco, and report thereon,

with such information as they may be able to obtain bearing

on the subject, whether the warehouse can be more profita-

bly employed than at present ; and, also, whether any or

all of the City property on Dock street can be disposed of

on favorable terms, and all other property vested in the

City not held in trust, and not required for authorized public

purposes.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.

42
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Also,

Inform that they have passed the following ordinance,

to wit

:

*' An Ordinance to provide for the sale of certain real

estate vested in the City of Philadelphia."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

Section first being under considerati'on,

Mr. Thomas J. Roberts

Moved to amend, to strike out on line thirty-five, " lot

and hall, Germantown."

Mr. King

Moved to amend the amendment, to strike out on line

twenty-eight, " lot and hall on Spring Garden street."

Mr. Patterson

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the bill,

and refer the same to the Committee on Finance.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That six thousand dollars be transferred

from appropriation to Norris Square, and ])lace the same,

say Jefterson Square four thousand dollars, and Hunting

Park two thousand dollars.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following

:

Resolved, That the Committee on Highways, Sewers,

&c., be requested to inquire into the propriety of having

further precautionary measures adopted to prevent, and in
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case of occurrence, to extinguish fires at the Market street

bridge, the safety of that structure being of immense im-

portance to the interests of the City."

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following

:

Mesolved, That the Department of Highways be di-

rected to notify the owners of property bounding thereon,

to curb and pave the following private alleys, to wit:

Lobos alley, running north from Walnut street, between
Fourth and Fifth streets, and an alley running north from
Race street, between Nineteenth and Twentieth streets.

Which was read, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved to lay the resolution on the table, and proceed
to the consideration of an ordinance which he desired to

read in place.

Which was ruled out of order.

The resolution was then read the second time, consi-

dered and agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following

:

Jlesolved, That the Committee on City Property be

directed to report a bill dedicating Lemon Hill to public

use as a Park.

On motion,

Comicil proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the resolution.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, to insert '* inquire into and," between

the words " to," and " report," and to strike out " a bill,"

and insert " upon the expediency of."

Which amendment was agreed to.
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And the resolution as amended was agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution:

Resolved, That the City Solicitor be, and he is hereby
required to give notice to the tenant in occupancy of Lemon
Hill to surrender possession of the premises to the City, so

soon as said notice can be served in compliance with the

provisions of the lease.

Which was read twice.

And on the question of agreeing to the same.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Ridg-

way and Binder.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker, (Abraham), Barton, Berry,
Binder, Bishop, Broomall, Brouse, Conrad, Davenport, Da-
vis. Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Grayson, Hand, Houseman,
King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Patterson, Pres-

ton, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell,

Vanhorn, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Bockius, But-
ler, Chester, Fuller, Hassinger, Levering, Mascher, Miller,

(Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), M'Adams, M'Cleary,
Parker, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Ste-

venson, Taylor, Welsh.

Yeas 30; nays 21.

It was agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Asked the courtesy of the Chamber to present an ordi-

nance (in place) at this time.

Which was not agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution

;
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JVTiereas, The Board of Health having notiiied Coun-

cils that several of the streets hereinafter named are de-

clared to be nuisances, for want of being paved ; and ivJiereas,

the stone required for the paving of all the followhig named
streets has been purchased during the past spring, and is

now encumbering the sidewalks thereof, to remove which a

considerable expense would have to be incurred ; ant/

whereas, the expense of paving the same will soon be re-

turned to the treasury ; therefore,

Resolved, That the Department of Highways, Bridges,

Sewers, and Cleansing the City be, and they are hereby

directed to notify the owners, and to pave the following

streets, to wit

:

Carlisle street, from Poplar to Parrish streets.

Wood street, from Nineteenth to Twentieth, and from

Twenty-first to Twenty-third streets.

Middle alley, from Pearl to Carlton streets.

Ogden street, from Fifteenth to Carlisle streets.

Jackson street, from Brown to Parrish streets.

Twenty-third street, from Brown to Parrish streets.

Parrish street, from Twenty-second to Twenty-fourth streets.

Girard avenue, from Thirteenth to Broad streets.

Ontario street, from Girard avenue south about two hun-

dred feet.

Jefterson street, from Tenth to Eleventh streets.

Tenth street, from Jefterson street south about one hun-

dred feet.

Hazel street, from Front to Second streets.

Reed street, from Seventh street to Passyuuk road.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.
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And on the question of agreeing to tlie same,

The yeas and nays Avere demanded by Messrs. Ridg-

way and Gibson.

And being ordered, were as folhjws

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bishop, Broomall, Ches-

ter, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Free-

man, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand, House-

man, Levering, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, O'Neill,

Parker, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T.

J.), Sandgran, Steelliug, Vanhorn, Welsh, Hacker, Pred-
dent.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Biddle, Bremer, Bockius, Butler, Dougherty, Hassinger,

Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

M'Cleary, Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor,

Winship.

Yeas 85 ; nays 18.

It was agreed to.

And the preamble Avas agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

Moved to proceed to the consideration of general busi-

ness.

Which Avas not agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the foIloAV-

ing resolution

:

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways,
under the supervision of the Committee on HighAvays, be

instructed to prepare a system of street nomenclature, to

the end that no tAvo or more streets or avenues shall bear

the same name, and no street or avenue have more than one

name, and report by ordinance at as early a day as practi-

cable.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.
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Also,

Inform that they have passed the following substitute

as the tenth Joint Rule of Councils, and ask concurrence,

to wit

:

Rule 10. The reports of all Joint Committees shall be

in writing, and be made by any member of either branch,

as may be directed by the Chairman of the Committee.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, to strike out the words, " the Chair-

man of the."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the rule as amended was agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following ordinance,

to wit

:

" A Supplement to an ordinance, approved March 1st,

1855, entitled ' An Ordinance relating to wagons, carts,

drays and barrows.'
"

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

Section lirst being under con;?ideration.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, to strike out all on the third line,

after the word " kind," to. the word "shall," in the fourth

line.

Which was agreed to.

The question recurring on the section as amended,

It was not agreed to.

So Common Council non-concurred.
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Also,

Inform that they have passed the following ordinance,

to wit

:

" An Ordinance to appropriate a certain lot of ground

in the Twenty-first Ward for a public burial-place."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, to strike out all after the word
" strangers."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

The President

(On leave granted) presented a communication from

the Hon. Wm. Bigler, President of the Sunbury and Erie

Railroad Company.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance, with-

out reading.

Also,

(On leave granted) presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councih:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the

securities of George J. Hamilton, Commissioner of City

Property, and James Horner, Superintendent of Wharves
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and Landings, have examined into the same, and offer the

annexed resolution, and ask its adoption.

Tiios. Craven,

Chairman.

James Davenpoht,
James C. Hand,
W. C. Patterson,

0. P. CORNMAN,
W. 0. Kline,

Alg'n S. Roberts,

P. A. Keyser.

Oommittee Room, July 26, 1855.

Resolved, That David Cramer and David Duncan be

accepted as securities for Geo. J. Hamilton, Commissioner

of City Property, and Paul J. Field and William Copeland

as securities for James Horner, Superintendent of Wharves
and Landings, and the Solicitor be directed to draw the re-

quisite bond.

Which was twice read, considered, and adopted.

Select Council concui-red.

Mr. Spencer Roberts,

Chairman of Committee on Surveys, on leave granted,

offered " An Ordinanoe re-organizing the Department of

Surveys, and prescribing the powers and duties of the Chief

Engineer and Surveyor, and the District Surveyors and

Regulators," and moved the same be printed for the use of

members. (/S'ee Aiypendix, No, 23.)

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

(On leave granted) offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet

on Monday next, at three o'clock, and that Select Council

be informed that we will meet them in convention on that

day, at four o'clock, P. M., for the purpose of electing four

43
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Commissioners of HighAvays, Commissioner of Markets, and
Superintendent of City Kailroad.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Select Council non-concurred.

Mr. M'Adams

(On leave granted) presented a petition from propery--

owners on Columbia street, asking Councils to make an ap
propriation for the payment of damages for opening of said

street to George Brinton, trustee of Mary C. Philips, for

$750, with certificate of court annexed.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on High-
ways.

Mr. Hassinger

(On leave granted) offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That inasmuch as the first division of the

Twenty-third Ward is now without a place of voting, in

consequence of that part of the division in which the elec-

tion-house was located having been attached to the Nine-

teenth Ward by the Act, entitled " A Supplement to the

Act consolidating the City of Philadelphia," approved the

21st day of April, 1855, hereafter the elections shall be

held in said division at the house of David Coughlin, Fox
Chase Inn, Germantown Road.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Select Council referred to the Committee on Law.

Mr. Abraham Baker

(On leave granted) presented a petition of sundry citi-»

zens of Ninth Ward, organizing themselves into a hose com-
pany, (styled the Tivoli Hose Company,) asking to be ad-

mitted into the Fire Department.

Which Avas read and referred to the Committee on
Trusts and Fire Department.
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Mr. M'Cleary

(On leave granted) offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That this Council meet, in course of next
week, every afternoon, at three o'clock, excepting Satur-

day, for the purpose of considering the Police, Highways,
and other bills on our desks.

Which was read twice.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to amend to strike out " three o'clock," and in-

sert " six and a half o'clock."

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on t'he adoption of the resolu-

tion.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. McCIeary
and Biddle.

Which were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),

Biddle, Bishop, Borie, Broomall, Butler, Chester, Daven-

port, Gay, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker,

Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson,

Taylor, Vanhorn, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Brouse, Conrad, Cra-

ven, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Green, House-

man, King, M'Adams, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sand-

gran, Steelling, Welsh, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 27 ; nays 21.

So the resolution was agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by

Messrs. Fuller and Biddle.

And being ordered, were as follows :
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Yeas—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Biddle, Borie,

Brouse, Butler, Gordon, Levering,* Masclier, Miller (An-

drew), M'Adams, M'Cleary, Taylor, A^anhorn, Welsh, Win-

ship.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J,), Berry, Binder, Bishop,

Broomall, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Green, Hand, Hassinger, House-

man, King, Knorr, Manuel, JMarsh, Miller (J. Washington),

Parker, Patterson, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts

(T. J.), Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Willetts, Hacker,

President.

Yeas 15 ; nays 83.

So the motion was not agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

(On leave granted) offered the following preamble and

resolutions

:

Whereas^ In consequence of insufficient culverting in

that portion of the City lying between Green street and

Girard avenue, and Third and Broad streets, a very large

amount of valuable private property, variously estimated at

from $50,000 to $60,000. has been destroyed by inundation

from surface drainage, at various periods, but more particu-

larly during the recent heavy rain Avhich swept over our

City last week. Therefore,

Resolved, That the President appoint a Special Com-
mittee of three, who, in connection Avith the President of

the Board of Surveyors, shall make careful and thorough

inquiry into the causes and most practicable means to re-

medy the fre({ucnt freshets along the line of the Parrish

street culvert, and report to this Chamber at the earliest day.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

The Chair appointed Messrs. Steelling, Taylor and

Binder on said Committee.

Mr. Davenport

(On leave granted) presented a petition, numerously
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signed, remonstrating against the passage of any ordinance

prohibiting the hawking of vegetables, &c.

Mr. Gibson

Presented one of like import.

Mr. Welsh

Presented one of like import.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Markets, withont reading.

Mr. Houseman

(On leave granted) presented a bill of Thomas S.

Stewart and others, for surveying Passymik, according to

the Act of Assembly.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance.

Also,

A petition from property-owners on Hazel street, be-

tween Front and Second, asking Councils to pave said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Mr. Sandgran

(On leave granted) presented a petition from property
holders on Fifth, Sixth, M'Kean and Mifflin streets, and
Church street, from Reed to Dickerson streets, requestino-

Councils to direct the Chief Commissioners of Highways to

give the necessary three months' notice to the owners of
property through or along which said streets may pass, in

accordance with the seventh section of the supplement to the

Act consolidating the City of Philadelphia.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways, &c.

Mr. Patterson

(On leave granted) presented a bill of Eli K. Price for

services as member of the late County Board.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance.
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Mr. Spencer Roberts

(On leave granted) presented a petition from the voters

of the first and second divisions of the TAVcnty-second Ward,
asking Conncils to place them all in one division, and hold

their election at the public house of Joseph Scott, at

Branchtown.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Law.

Mr. Borie

(On leave granted) oifcred the following resolution

:

Uesolved, That the Lieutenants of Police be instructed

to grant the use of the cells of the difterent station houses

to the ward constables to confine their prisoners in.

Which being under consideration,

Mr. Gibson

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on Police.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. A. J. Baker, seconded by Mr. Borie,

Moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the bill,

entitled " An Ordinance to authorize a loan to pay claims

against, and to defray expenses of the Corporation," was

lost.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

On the question of agreeing to the motion to reconsider,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Fuller

and Ridgway.

And being ordered, were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Berry, Binder, Bishop, Borie, Broomall, Chester, Conrad,

Craven, Davenport, l3yer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson,

Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand, Houseman, King, Knorr,
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Manuel, Marsh, M'Adams, M'Cleary, Parker, Patterson

Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencei-), Roberts (T. J.),

Sandgran, Steelling, Vanhorn, Willetts, Hacker, Freddent.

Nays—Messrs. Biddle, Brouse, Dougherty, Hassinger,

Levering, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Roberts (C. B.),

Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 38 ; nays 12.

It was agreed to.

Mr. Knorr

Moved the further consideration thereof be postponed,

and that it be made the order of the day for this day tAvo

weeks.

Mr. Winship

Moved to amend by striking out " two," and inserting

" ten."

Mr. Mascher

Moved to amend the amendment, to indefinitely post-

pone the same.

Which amendment was accepted by Mr. Winship.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend the amendment, to postpone for one

week.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Miller and Berry.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bishop, Broomall, But-

ler, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Dyer, Enos, Free-

man, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand, Houseman,

King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, M'Cleary, Parker, Patterson,

Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling,

Vanhorn, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Biddle, Borie, Brouse,
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Dougherty, Fuller, Ilassinger, Levering, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), M'Adams, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.),

Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Winsliip.

Yeas 83 ; nays 17.

Which was agreed to.

And the motion, as amended, was agreed to.

On motion.

Council adjourned.
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MONDAY, July aOtli, ISOo.

Council met, pursuant to adjournment.—Present,

Messrs. Baker, A. J.,

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Berry,

Biddle,

Bilyeu,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bockius,

Butler,

Chester,

Conrad,

Davenport,

Dougherty,
Dunk,
Dyer,
Enos,

Gibson,

Gordon,
Grayson,
Green,

Hand,
Hassinger,

Houseman,
44

Messrs. King,

Knorr,
Manuel,
Marsh,

Martin,

Mascher,

Miller, Andrew,
Moore,
Murphy,
M'CleaVy,

M'MuUen,
O'Neill,

Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Ridgway,
Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Welsh,

Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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Select Council

Informs tins Council that they have passed a bill, en-

titled " An Ordinance to regulate the construction of vaults

under the streets, and to provide for the enforcement of

useful regulations during the time of such construction."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend, to strike out the words, on lines fifth

and sixth, " and to direct Avhat distance the same may be

dug under any of the streets or highways."

Which was agreed to.

Also,

To amend, to strike out all from the word " Provided,"

on sixth line, to " street," on the eighth line.

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section second being mider consideration,

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend, to strike out, on third line, the words
" two dollars," and insert '" fifty cents."

Mr. Peall

Moved to amend the amendment, to strike out " fifty"

and insert " twenty-five."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Ridgway and Marsh.

But before the same was ordered,
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Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved that Council resolve itself into a Committee of

the Whole for the consideration of the bill.

Which was agreed to.

Council then resolved itself into a Committee of the

Whole (Mr. Willetts in the chair) on the consideration of

the bill, and after some time speat therein, the Committee

arose, and reported the same with sundry amendments.

The report was accepted.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the same.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth was agreed to.

Section fifth was agreed to.

Section sixth was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

Mr. O'^'eill

(On leave granted) read in place, and presented to

the Chair a bill, entitled " A Supplement to an ordinance

organizing the Police Department of the City of Philadel-

phia, approved July 28th, 185-i." (^Appendix, No. 24.)

Mr. Houseman

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the

same, and that it be printed for the use of the members.
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Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend the motion by adding, " and made the

special order for Wednesda^^ next."

Which was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Moved to proceed to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution annexed to the report of the Com-
mittee of Highways, (on page 286 of the Journal,) relating

to the contracts for cleansing the streets of the City.

Mr. Gordon

Arose to a point of order, which being stated is, "That
the resolution being voted on, when the question of proceed-

ing to a second reading being lost, the Avhole matter fell,

and therefore cannot be called up again, the whole matter

being by such vote lost."

The President

Decided the point well taken, and ruled the motion out

of order.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed a bill, en-

titled " An Ordinance to authorize the release of a certain

lot of ground from a charge thereon imposed b}' the will of

Bernard M'Mahon."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the same.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Biddle

Moved to postpone, and refer the ordinance to the

Committee on Law from this Chamber.

Which was agreed to.
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The President

(At the suggestion of ^Tr. Patterson) re-considered his

decision on the point of order taken by Mr. Gordon, rela-

tive to the motion of Mr. Gibson, he having made such de-

cision under the impression that the resolution had been on
second reading, and therefore decided the point of order

not well taken.

Mr. Gibson

Moved a suspension of the rules, to proceed to a se-

cond reading and consideration of the resolution annexed to

the report of the Committee on Highways, relative to con-

tracting for the cleansing of the streets of the City. (Page
286, Journal.)

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Andrew JNIiller and T. J. Roberts.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Bilyeu, Borie, Bremer,

Broomall, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Chester, Dougherty,

Dyer, Enos, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand, Hassinger,

Houseman, King, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Murphy,
M'Cleary, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Peall,

Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson,

Taylor, Treadwell, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, Pre-

sident.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Berry, Conrad,

Dunk, Green, Miller (Andrew).

Yeas 40 ; nays 6.

It was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the second reading and

consideration of the resolution, to wit

:

Resolved, That the contracts for cleansing the First,

Third, Fourth and Fifth Districts, as reported by the Com-

mittee on Highways, be, and the same are hereby approved,

when
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Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend, by substituting the folloAving in lieu

thereof, to -wit

:

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be, and he hereby is directed and required to contract "with

Smith, Seckels & Co., to clcaii and keep clean all the paved

streets or cartways, courts and alleys, embraced in sanitary

Districts Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, for the term of one year.

The said contract to be made according to the propo-

sals and specifications already svibmitted by the said Smith,

Seckels & Co., to the said Commissioners, and to include

all the woi'k therein specified, and in which the said Smith,

Seckels & Co., are to use the machine invented for that

purpose.

Provided^ That the said Smith, Seckels & Co., shall

agree to do the said work at and for the loAvest prices or

sums at which other persons have offered to do the same,

without the use of such machines ; and provided also, that

the said Smith, Seckels & Co., shall agree that the Coun-

cils shall have the right to vacate such contract whenever

in their judgment, the said Smith, Seckels & Co., shall fail

to comply with the said contract, and that in such case the

said Smith, Seckels -k. (.^o., shall pay all damages which may
be incurred by reason of such failure.

Which being under consideration,

Mr. Gibson

Moved to lay the same on the table.

Which Avas not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the substi-

tute,

The yeas and nays Avere demanded by Messrs. Ridgway
and Gibson.

And being ordered, Avere as folloAvs

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Barton, Biddle, Borie,
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Brouse, Bocldus, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Dougherty, Gor-

don, Grayson, liand, Hassinger, Knorr, Martin, Mascher,
Miller (Andrew), M'Cleary, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Rob-
erts (Spencer), Taylor, Treadwell Welsh, Winship, Hacker,
President.

Nays—Messrs. Eerry, Bil3-eu, Bremer, Broomall,

Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Gibson, Green, Houseman, King, Ma-
nuel, Marsh, ^Moore, O'Xeill, Ridgway, Roberts (T. J.),

Stevenson, AVilletts.

Yeas 28 ; nays 19.

It was agreed to.

And the resolution as amended was agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing resolution

:

Besolved, That Abraham Myers, late Superintendent

of Gas in the late District of Spring Garden, is hereby

authorized and empowered, under the superintendence of the

Committee on Gas, to employ a number of persons, not ex-

ceeding fifty, as lamp-cleaners and fillers, at the rates here-

tofore allowed, until the Trustees of the Gas Works shall

take charge of and superintend the cleaning and filling of

said lamps ; and that the persons not exceeding fifty, who
have been employed as lamp-cleaners and fillers, since the

first day of March, 1855, be paid at the same rate as the

persons employed under the joint resolution of January 11,

1855
;
jirorided^ that tlie accounts of the persons so em-

ployed, be examined and found correct by the Committee

on Gas.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Mr. Winship

(On leave granted) offering the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the City Treasurer be, and he is hereby

directed, of the monies daily received by him as Treasurer,

not connected Avith any trust, to pay the whole amount

thereof, in satisfaction of the warrants drawn in favor of

the female teachers of the Public Schools, until the same
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shall be fully satisfied, and to make no other payments from

said monies mitil the amovmt thus required shall be paid out

or set apart for that purpose ; and that the Secretary of the

Controllers of the Public Schools be requested to furnish

the City Treasurer with a statement of such -warrants, and

their amount.

Which -was read, and declared out of order.

Mr. Houseman

(On leave granted) presented t^YO bills from Joseph

Peri and Bartholomew Gray, for surveying Passyunk, ac-

cording to the Act of Assembly.

Which were referred to the Committee on Finance,

without reading.

Mr. Martin

(On leave granted) offered the following resolution

:

llemlved^ That the Clerk is hereby directed to procure

a sufficient amount of stationery for the use of the mem-
bers.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Peall

Moved to amend, by adding, " and also a copy of

Sutherland's Manual for each member."

Which amendment was not agreed to.

And the resolution was not agreed to.

Mr. Spencer Ptoberts

(On leave granted) presented a petition from Gustavus

G. Logan and others, trustees for the estate known as

" Stenton," in the Twenty-second Ward, asking that the

streets may be laid out and marked, upon that part of the

plan of the Twenty-second Ward embracing their property.

Which was referred to the Committee on Surveys, with-

out reading.
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Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing bill, entitled '• An Ordinance authorizing the Chief
Commissioner of Highways to enter into a contract with
the Reading Railroad Company for the construction of a

certain bridge."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the same.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend, to strike out " Committee on High-
ways" and insert " Councils."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended Avas agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then, by special order, read a third time, and
passed.

Also,

Informs that they have concurred in the amendment
made by this Council to the resolution relative to dedica-

ting Lemon Hill to public use as a park.

Also,

Have concurred in the amendments made to Joint

Rule 10.

Also,

Have concurred in the amendments made to the bill,

entitled " An Ordinance to provide for the paving of Dela-

Avare avenue, between Market and South streets, with cubi-

cal blocks, and to make an appropriation thereof."

45
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Mr. Biddle

(On leave granted) presented a bill from George Cub-

bler, for damages sustained to his property by the bursting

of a pipe in Poplar near Twenty-fifth street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,

without reading.

Mr. Gordon

(On leave granted) read in place and presented to the

chair a bill, entitled " An Ordinance to regulate the sizes of

Market Baskets."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Houseman

INIoved to amend, to strike out " hucksters " and insert

" farmers."

Pending the consideration of which,

Mr. M'Cleary

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

Adjourned.
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TUESDAY, July 31st, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to actjournment.—Present,

Messrs. Baker, A. J.,
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The first business in order being the consideration of

the ordinance to regulate the size of market baskets, and

the question being on agreeing to the amendment to strike

out " hucksters" and insert '• farmers,"

Mr. Andrew ^Miller

Moved that the further consideration of the ordinance

be indefinitely postponed.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Chester and Parker.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Borie, Bremer, Brouse,Bockius, Butler, Dougherty, Duane,

Freeman, Gay, Hassinger, King, Knorr, Marsh, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Cleary, Patterson,

Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Ste-

venson, Taylor, Treadwell, Yanhorn, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Berry, Bishop, Broom-

all, Chester, Conrad, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Gibson, Gordon,

Green, Hand, Houseman, Manuel, Parker, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

Yeas 30 ; nays IT.

"Which was agreed to.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Moved to suspend the rules to take up bill No. 14,

Select Council File.

Mr. Patterson

Moved a division of the motion.

Which was agreed to.

The question being on the first division, " to suspend

the rules,"

It was agreed to.
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The ordinance was then read, to wit

:

" An Ordinance to provide for the purchase of certain

lots of ground for public school purposes."

Which was ruled out of order at the present time.

Mr. Winship

Moved that the Journal be corrected on page 284,

wherein the name of Mr. Bumm nppears instead of that of

Mr. Uuane, as one of a special committee appointed on a

communication received from the City Solicitor.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have non-concurred in

the following amendments to the bill, entitled " An Ordi-

nance to prevent dogs from running at large in the City of

Philadelphia," viz.

:

!Non-concurred in amendments Nos. 1 , 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 10,

11, 13 and 14.

And have concurred in amendments Nos. 4, 9 and 12.

And have amended the amendment No. 6, in section

second, fifth line, to strike out the word " that ;" also, to

strike out the word " that," in the sixth line.

They also non-concurred in striking out the word
" shall," in the sixth line of said section.

Mr. Patterson

Moved that this Council insist on their amendments,
and that the President proceed to appoint a Committee of

Conference. •

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Berry and Gordon.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
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Barton, Biddlc, Boric, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler,

Conrad, Dougherty, Duane, Enos, Freeman, Gay, Gibson,

Hassinger, King, Knorr, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),

Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Roberts

(T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, VVilletts,

Winship,

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm, Ches-

ter, Dunk, Dyer, Gordon, Green, Hand, Houseman, Rob-

erts (C. B.'), Roberts (Spencer,) Treadwell, Hacker,

President.

Yeas o4 ; nays 15.

Which was agreed to.

And the President appointed Messrs. Patterson, King
and Hassinger as said Committee.

Mr. O'Neill

OiFered the following resolution

:

^

Revived, That the Receiver of Taxes and heads of

Departments, except the Department of Gas, shall receive

the orders or warrants for money on the City Treasurer in

payment ?i-s cash.

Which was read twice, and being under consideration,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend the same, by oifering as a substitute

a bill, entitled " An Ordinance to provide for the financial

relief of the people," as a substitute in lieu thereof, to wit:

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia do ordain, that on and after the pas-

sage of this ordinance, it shall be lawful for the Receivers of

Taxes and Water Rents (and it is hereby made the duty of

each of the above-named departments) to receive in pay-

ment of taxes or water rents the warrants of the City, duly

attested by the proper officers.

Section 2. The object of this ordinance being to make
all warrants issued by the City as evidence of debt for

wages, material, or work executed, a legal tender in all the
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departments of the City Government where monies are re-

ceived, it is therefore further provided, that all the depart-

ments (except the Department of Gas) shall receive as

cash, in payment of demands due their respective depart-

ments, such City warrants as are entitled to be paid on

presentation at the office of the City Treasurer.

Section 3. That it shall be the duty of the Treasurer

to receive, from the heads of the several departments, such

warrants as may, by virtue of this ordinance, be received

in the said departments.

Which amendment was agreed to.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

Section first being under consideration,
*

And after some time spent thereon,

Mr. Abraham Baker

Moved a call of the previous question, and was sus-

tained by the following members rising, to wit

:

Messrs. Abraham Baker, Enos, Gibson, Duane, Ma-
nuel, Mascher, Ridgway, Gay, Martin and Treadwell.

And on the question, " Shall the main question be now
put T

It was agreed to. *

The main question being on agreeing to the section,

The veas and nays were demanded bv iNIessrs. Mascher

and O'Neill.

And being ordered, were as folloAvs :

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broom-

all, Brouse, Chester. Dougherty, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,

Gibson, Gordon, Manuel, Mascher, Murphy, O'Neill, Rob-

erts (Spencer), Winship, Hacker, Pi'esident.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
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Berry, Bockius, Bumm, Butler, Conrad, Duane, Dunk,
Gay, Green, Hand, liassinger. King, Marsh, Miller (An-
drew), M'Oleary, Parker, Patterson, Ridgway, Roberts

(T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh,

Willetts.

Yeas 20 ; nays 27.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Ridgway

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, en-

titled " A Supplement to an ordinance organizing the De-

partment of City Property, approved April 29th, 1854."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the same.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Mr. Willetts

Offered the folloAving resolution :

Jle^olved, That elections in the twelfth election divi-

sion of the Twenty-third Ward, shall hereafter be held at

the house of Elijah Hoftman, in the village of Smithfield.

Which Avas twice read, and referred to the Committee

on Law.

Mr. Borie

Moved to take up the ordinance, Select Council File,

No. 3.

Which was agreed to.
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Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing bill, entitled " An Ordinance for the regulation of

signs, awnings and awning-posts."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Welsh

Moved to amend, to add after the word " sign," " less

than seven feet six inches in the clear from said pavement."

Wliich was agreed to.

Mr. Hand

Moved to amend, to strike out on line four, " on any
foot pavement."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Duane

Moved to amend, to strike out the word " July" where

it occurs, and insert " September."

Which Avas agreed to.

And the section as, amended was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third beino; under consideration,

Mr. Mascher

Moved to amend, to strike out the word '• iron," on the

third line.

Which was not agreed to.

46
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Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, by adding the following proviso

:

Provided that it shall not prevent the repair of any
awning-posts of the same material as those now in iise."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

The fourth section being under consideration,

Mr. A. J. Baker

Moved to amend, to add to the section " to extend no

more than four feet six inches from the line of said build-

ing."

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend by adding at the end of the section,
'•• and provided that it shall not prevent keepers of public

houses from ha vino; the same signs as heretofore."

Mr. Dougherty

Moved to amend the amendment by adding after '" keep-

ers of public houses," " and clothing stores."

Which was not agreed to.

The amendment was not agreed to.

And the i^uestion recurring on the adoption of the

section.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Andrew
Miller and Berry.

And being ordered, wore as folloAvs :

Yeas—Messrs. liishop, Broomall, Bumm, Chester,

Conrad, Dyer, Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hand, Knorr, Man-
uel.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),



1855.] JOITRNAIv OF CO]\IM0N COT^NCIL. 363

Barton, Berry, Biddle, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Butler,

Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Enos, Freeman, Gay, Hassinger,

King, Marsh, ^[aocller, Miller ( Andrew), Murphy, M'Cleary,

O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Hidgway, Roberts (C. B.),

Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Trcadvvell, Vunhorn,

Welsh, Wilietts, Winship, liacker, PreHident.

Yeas 12 ; nays o6.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Gordon v

Offered the following in lieu ot" section four ;

Section 4. That on and after the 18th of November,
1855, all Avooden posts now used for awning purposes shall

be removed by the owners thereof, and iron substituted in

place, which iron posts shall not be less than nine feet high.

Which was ruled out of order.

Section fifth (now fourth) was agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the third

section was agreed to.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Dougherty

Offered the following as section sixth (now fifth)

:

" That so much of any ordinance as is inconsistent

herewith, be, and the same is hereby repealed."

Which was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

The bill having been so prepared,

On motion,

The rules were suspended, and the bill read a third

time.
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And on the question, " Shall this bill pass ?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Mascher
and Biddlc.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham,)
Barton, Biddle, Bishop, Borie, Broomall, Brouse, Bockius,

Butler, Chester, Conrad, Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Gay, Gibson, Green, Hand, Hassinger,

King, Knorr, Marsh, Miller (Andrew,) Murphy, Parker,

Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts

(T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts, Win-
ship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Bumm, Gordon, Mascher, O'Neill.

Yeas 40 ; nays 4.

It was agreed to.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Patterson and Biddle.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bishop, Broomall, Brouse, Bockius,

Chester, Conrad, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Gordon,

Green, Hand, Marsh, Parker, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Borie, Butler, Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Gibson, Hassinger,

King, Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphy,
M'Cleary, Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.),

Vanhorn, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, Prestdent.

Yeas 20 ; nays 2:}.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Ofl'ered the following resolution

:

Maaolved, That a special Committee of three be ap-
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pointed to inquire by what authority workmen are now en-

gaged in cutting and otherwise destroying the roof on the

market house in Shippen street, between Third and Fourth

streets, and report to Councils on Wednesday afternoon

next.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

And the President appointed Messrs. Gibson, Andrew
Miller and Dougherty, as said Committee.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to take up the bill, Common Council File, No. 8,

entitled " An Ordinance to limit the expenses of the City."

Which was agreed to.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance, when

The first section was agreed to.

The second section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

On motion,

Council adjourned.
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WEDNESDAY, Aug. W, I8:>i.

Council met, pursuant to adjournment.— Presentj

Messrs. Baker, A. J.,

Baker, Abraham,
Barton,

Berrj,

Biddle,

Binder,

Bilveu,

Borie,

Bremer,
Broomall,

Brouse,

Bockius,

Bumm,
Butler,

Chester,

Conrad,

Davenport,

Dougherty,

Duane,
Dunk,
Dyer,
Enos,

Freeman,
Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,

Grayson,

Green,

Hancock,
Hand,

Messrs. Hassinger,

Houseman,
Levering,

King,

Knorr,

Manuel,

Marsh,

Martin,

Mascber,

Miller, Andrew,
Moore,
Murphy,
M'Cleary,

M'Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Ridgwa}^,

Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vanhorn,
Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, President.
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Mr. Gibson

Presented the following report

:

To the President and Members of Common Council

:

Gentlemen :—The Committee appointed by resolution,

passed yesterday, July 30th, authorizing the appointment
of a Committee to inquire by what authority certain work-
men were engaged in cutting and otherwise destroying the

roof of the Market-house in Shippen street, between Third
and Fourth streets, ask leave to report.

That the work is being performed by a gas-fitter, under
the orders of Mr. Abraham Myers, Superintendant of the
Spring Garden Gas Works, and that the workmen made a
mistake in cutting the roof in the absence of the gas-fitter,

he having left the City for a short time ; we, therefore, sub-

mit the following resolution.

Yours, respectfully,

James M. Gibson,
Andrew Miller,

M. J. Dougherty.
August \st, 1855.

Resolved, That the person or persons engaged in the

transaction submitted in the foregoing report be, and they
are hereby required to put the roof on the Market-house in

Shippen street, between Third and Fifth streets, in the same
order in which they found it, and if they refuse so to do,

the Commissioner of Markets shall proceed forthwith to have
said roof repaired at their expense ; and the Committee are

hereby continued to see this resolution carried into effect,

with full power to take any legal measure that they may
deem necessary for that purpose.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing resolution

:

Resolved, That the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-
partment be requested to bring in a bill, making the annual
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appropriation to the companies composing the department,
in accordance with the ordinance organizing the Fire De-
partment.

Which was read.

And on the motion to proceed to a second reading and
consideration of the same,

It was not agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution

:

Besolved, That the Chief Engineer of the Fire Depart-

ment be, and he is hereby authorized (under the super-

vision of the Committee on Trusts) to purchase three thou-

sand feet of hose, and place the same in such parts of the

City as he may deem public interests require.

Which was read.

And on the motion to proceed to a second reading and

consideration of the same,

It was not agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the City Solicitor be authorized, on

behalf of the Corporation, to stipulate and agree with Thos.

J. Natt and others, that if they permit the pipes for the

conveyance of water to be laid through their property, in

the Twenty-fourth Ward, no advantage will be claimed or

alleged against said parties by reason of such permission

;

anil any claim which the}' may have against the Corpora-

tion of tlie City of rhiladeli)hia, shall be and remain as if

such permission liad never been given or such pipes laid.

Which was read twice, considered and agreed to.

The President

Presented the following communication from John N.

Henderson, Citv Controller

:
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Controller's Office, )

Philadelphia, Aug. 1st, 1855.
]

To the Common Council of Philadelphia :

Gentlemen :—In accordance with an ordinance, passed

July 25th, 1854, entitled " An Ordinance prescribing the

po^Yers and duties of the City Controller," I am required by
the sixth section thereof to report to your honorable body
upon the discovery of any default or delinquency, on the

part of any officer of the City, who shall collect, receive, or

disburse the public monies, or who are charged with the

management or custody thereof. Permit me, therefore, to

notify your honorable body that Mr. Edward Shaine, late

Collector of City Rental, is a defaulter to the amount of

eleven hundred and thirty-eight dollars and twenty-five

cents.

The said collector was appointed by John Diehl, Esq.,

Commissioner of City Property, and in accordance with the

ordinance regulating the department of City Property, Mr.
John Diehl is responsible to the City for the above amount.

Respectfully yours, &c.,

John N. Henderson,

City Controller.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Chester,

Chairman of the Special Committee to whom were re-

ferred the various petitions and remonstrances in favor of,

and against a reduction of the police force, presented a re-

port, with resolution annexed. (^Ajjpendix, No. 25.)

Mr. O'Neill, (from the same committee,)

Presented a minority report with resolutions annexed.

(^Appendix No. 25.)

Which were read, and

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolutions, when
47
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Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned, and that Council proceed to the consideration of the

orders of the day.

Which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Grayson,

Council then resolved itself into a committee of the

whole, (^Ir. Hassinger in the Chair,) on the consideration

of the bill, entitled " An Ordinance organizing the Police

Department of the City of Philadelphia, approved July 28,

1854," which had been made the special order of the day,

and after some time spent therein, the Committee arose,

reported progress, and asked leave to sit again.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned, and the bill made the order of the day for Friday

next.

Which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Bumm,

Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, Aug. 2d, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J,,



372 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Aug. 2,

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Borie

Presented a petition from citizens, remonstrating

against the passage of any ordinance prohibiting the hawk-

ing of vegetables, &c.

Mr. Parham

Presented one of like import.

Mr. C. B. Roberts

Presented one of like import.

Mr Andrew Miller

Presented one of like import.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Markets, without reading.

Mr. Winship

Presented a petition from residents in Butler place and
vicinity, asking that a lamp may be placed therein.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Mr. Broomall

Presented a petition from citizens, asking the grant for

a term of years of the free use of the hall at the northwest

corner of Thirteenth and Spring Garden streets, to the

Wagner Free Institute of Science.

Mr. King

Presented one of like import.
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Mr. Dyer

Presented one of like import.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
City Property, without reading.

Mr. Marsh

Presented a petition from property-holders on Walnut
street, Twenty-fourth Ward, asking that the water pipes

may be laid on said street, west of Chestnut avenue.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works,
without reading.

Mr. King

Presented a communication from Saml. Allen, Sheriff,

calling the early attention of Councils to that portion of

the Supplement to the Act consolidating the City of Phila-

delphia, whereby it is made the duty of the Select and
Common Councils to designate the place of holding the

elections, in the several election divisions of the wards in

said City, &c.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Law.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a petition from citizens of the Sixteenth

and Seventeenth Wards, askhig the construction of a cul-

vert over the Cohocksink Creek, from Sixth street to Front,

in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Wards.

Mr. M'Cleary

Presented one of lik^ import from citizens of Sixteenth

and Seventeenth W^ards.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways, without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from citizens in the first precinc
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of the Seventeenth Ward, remonstrating against the change

of the place of holding the elections in said precinct.

Mr. Bunun

Presented a petition from citizens of the third precinct,

Seventeenth Ward, asking the removal of the place of hold-

ing the elections in said precinct.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Law, without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from propert^'-holders on Allen

street, above Marlborough, asking that an attachment of

gas with the public lamps may be made in said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a petition from owners of property on Girard

avenue, calling attention to the necessity of constructing a

culvert along Franklin street, from Girard avenue to

Thompson street.

Which Avas referred to the Committee on Highways,

Avithout reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of proj.erty on Stiles

street, from Twelith to Thirteenth sireets, asking that they

may be authorized to lay water-pipes in, and pave said

square, under the superintendence of the proper officers of

the City.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property on Cass

street, from Twelfth to Thirteenth streets, asking that they

may be authorized to lay water-pipes in, mid pave said
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square, under the superintendence of the proper officers of

the City.

Which -were severally referred to the Committee on

Water Works, without reading.

Also,

Presented a communication from the Trustees of the

Philadelphia Gas Works. (^A-ppendix, No. 2G.)

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Gas
Works.

Mr. Preston

Presented a petition from inhabitants of the late Bo-

rough of Manayunk, Twenty-first Ward, asking that the

streets of said borough may be surveyed and graded.

Which was referred to the Committee on Surveys,

without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from property-holders of the late

Borough of Manayunk, (Lower Ward,) asking that Apple
street, in said borough, may be located from Cedar street

to Shurr's lane.

Which was referreil to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from the Trustees of the Reformed
Dutch Church, located in Cotton street, Manayunk, Twenty-
first Ward, asking the erection of a gas post and lamp op-

posite said church.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Mr. Dyer

Presented a communication from John Neflf, soliciting
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a re-election to the office of Superintendent of the City

Railroad.

Which -was read and laid on the table.

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Presented a petition from citizens of the first and se-

cond precincts of the Twenty-second Ward, remonstrating

against a change in the place of holding the elections in

said precincts.

Which was referred to the Committee on Law, without

reading.

Mr. Bockius >

Presented a petition from citizens, asking a reduction

of the police force, and remonstrating against any increase

of salaries of policemen and police officers.

Which Avas referred to the Committee on Police.

Mr. M'Mullen

Presented a petition from property-owners on Adams
street. (Frankford,) Twenty-third Ward, calling the atten-

tion of Councils to the condition of said street, and asking

the enactment of an ordinance providing for the grading,

curbing and paving of the sidewalks of the same.

Mr. Enos

Presented a petition from property-owners in Twenty-

fourth Ward, calling attention to the condition of Haver-

ford street at the Insane Hospital.

Also,

Presented a memorial from citizens and residents of

the Twenty-fourth Ward, calling attention to the bad con-

dition of Walnut street, between Margaretta and Moore
streets, in said ward.

Also,

Presented a petition from property-holders on Chestnut
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street, west of Rose street, in the Twenty-fourth Ward,
calling attention to the present unfinished state of the cul-

vert on said streets.

Mr. Knorr '

Presented a petition from residents and owners of

property on Pratt street, Twenty-fourth Ward, calling at-

tention to the bad condition of said street, between Wyo-
ming and Loo-an streets.

Also,

Presented a petition from residents and owners of pro-

perty on Thirty-fifth street, in the Twenty-fourth Ward, re-

monstrating against widening said street from fifty to sixty

feet.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways, without reading.

Mr. A. J. Baker

Presented a petition from members of fire companies

acting under the provisions of the ordinance for the better

regulation of the Fire Department, asking the appointment

of stationary bell-ringers in the cupola of the hall at Thir-

teenth and iSpring Garden streets, under similar regulations

as those at the State House steeple.

Which was referred to the Committee on Trusts and

Fire Department, without reading.

The President

Presented a commvmication from J. R. Flanigan, rela-

tive to a bill for advertising a list of persons who had ne-

glected to pay their taxes, as per order of the Receiver of

Taxes.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Fi-

nance.

Also,

Presented a communication from Erastus Poulson.

48
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Secretary to the Board of Managers of the House of Cor-

rection and Eiujdoyment, accompanied with a report of the

Committee and plans adopted by the Board.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Manuel,

Chairman of the Committee on (las Works, presented

the following report

:

To the Select, and Oommon Councils :

The Committee on Gas Works beg leave to submit the

accompanying bill, entitled " An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to pay for certain expenses connected with the

lighting of the City," and ask its adoption.

Jos. Manuel, Jr.,

Ohairman.
W. H. Stokes,

J. L. Hutchinson,
R. M. Berry,
T. J. Perkins,
M. H. Treadwell,
I. N. Marselis,
Geo. W. Biddle,

Jacob E. Riduway.
Committee Moom, Aug. 2, 1855.

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

certain expenses connected with the lighting of the City."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then by special order read a third time and

passed.
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Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, &c., pre-

sented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Highways, &c., report an ordinance

to extend a culvert on Wood street, west of Thirteenth

street, about one hundred feet, the owner of the property

(Mr. George Cadwalader) agreeing to pay the cost thereof,

and the annexed charge fixed by ordinance for the use

thereof.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.
D. C. Enos,

0. P. Cornman,
W. H. Stokes,

B. R. Miller,

John A. Houseman,
Thos. J. Roberts,

Alg'n S. Roberts.

Committee Moom, Aug. 2, 1855.

" An Ordinance to authorize the construction of a cer-

tain culvert in Wood street."

Section first was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Also, the following :

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on HigliAvays, &c., to whom was sub-

mitted by the Chief Commissioner of Highways, the an-

nexed communication from Mr. Kneass, Chief Engineer and

Surveyor, (see Apjjeirdii; No. 27,) relative to the condition

of the'bridge across the Schuylkill, at Market street, deem
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the subject to be one requiring immediate attention ; they

therefore submit the annexed resolution, and recommend
that it be passed.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.
D. C. Enos,

0. P. CORNMAN,
W. H. Stokes,

Alg'n S. Roberts,
B. R. Miller,
John A. Houseman,
Thomas J. Roberts.

Committee Rooin, Augunt 2, 1855.

Resolved, That the Department of Highways be, and

they are hereby directed to take immediate measures to re-

pair and protect the bridge over the Schuylkill, at Market
street, in accordance with the suggestions of the Chief En-

gineer and Surveyor.

Which was read twice, considered and passed.

Select Council concurred.

Also, the following :

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred

by Councils a communication from the attorney of the

owners of property at the foot of Wood street, in the

Eighteenth Ward, complaining of a nuisance caused by the

want of surface drainage at that point.

Respectfully report, that the same nuisance has been
complained of by the Board of Health and by the Lehigh

Coal Company, and can only be remedied by a culvert of

about two hundred feet in length on Queen street, to ex-

tend from Wood to Ash streets, which should be made
forthwith, otherwise suits for damages will be commenced
against the City.

A report in favor of this culvert was made, May 24th,

and postponed, and a copy of the ordinance is herewith
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11 presented, with an uri

ed without delay.

Respectfully submitted.

again presented, with an urgent recommendation that it be
passed without delay.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.
W. H. Stokes,

D. C. Enos,
Jno. a. Houseman,
Thomas J. Roberts,
0. p. cornman,
Alg'n S. Roberts.

Committee Hoom, Aug. 2, 1855.

" An Ordinance to provide for the construction of a

culvert in Queen street, from Ash to Wood streets, in the

Eighteenth Ward."

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Mr. Chester,

From the Committee on Port Wardens, Public Land-
ings and Wharves, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councih

:

The Committee on Port Vvardens, Public Landings

and Wharves, to whom was rei'erred the application of

owners of property on the Delaware, south of the Navy
Yard, asking that the wharf lines ,be established, so as to

enable them to build wharves, report

:

That they have given the subject a careful considera-

tion, and as Councils have directed the Board of Surveyors

to report a wharf line, they would recommend that the

Board of Surveyors report a wharf line south of the Navy
Yard, as soon as jDracticable.

The Committee would also state that while engaged on

the subject above referred to, their attention was called to

Wharf street as confirmed on the plan of the late district of
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Southwark. On said plan, Wharf street is laid down the

width of fifty feet.

The Committee would recommend that the plan above
mentioned be so altered as to make Wharf street the width

of eighty feet, below the Navy Yard.

William M. Baird,
Samuel C. Willetts,
Joseph L. Chester,
Albert B. Asiiton,

John Fuller, Jr.,

P. A. Keyser,
Alex. Martin.

Committee Iloom, July 12, 1855.

Mr. Green,

Chairman of the Committee on Claims, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred sundry

bills, have approved of the following, and request that the

same be referred, to wit:

Bill of Robert Ferguson, for one month's salary as

Superintendent of the Gas Works, (late Borough of Frank-

ford,) for the month of January last, amounting to $68 75,

and request that the same be referred to the Committee on

Gas.

Bill of William T. Doyle for Jm79 11, being the bal-

ance due him for building the bridge on Sixth street over

Gunner's Run, and request that the same be referred to the

Chief Commissioner of Highways for payment.

Bill of Edward L. Spain, for surveying done in the

Nineteenth Ward for the Law Department, amounting to

$212 50, which was also certified to by the Solicitor as

correct, and request that the same be referred to the Com-
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mittee on Finance, to be placed in the ordinance now before

them, making an appropriation to the Law Department.

A. W. Green,

Chairman.

T. W. HiGGINS,

W. B. R. Selby,

Geo. M. Sandgran,
T. J. Perkins,

Thus. Marsh,
G. M. Wharton.

Committee Room, June 28, 1855.

Mr. Gordon.^

From the Committee on Markets, presented the follow-

ing report

:

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Markets, to whom was referred the

petition of Jane Miller, asking Councils to re-consider the

resolution by which the Commissioner of Markets was di-

rected to stop building a shed at the end of Franklin avenue

Market, on the east side of Second street, have had the

same under consideration, and respectfully ask Councils to

repeal the same, as the shed is not on the end of the market
where the railroad passes, and does not obstruct the view

of any person. (ISe'e Common Council Journal, page 95.)

Geo. F. Gordon,

Chairman.

Wm. M. Parham,
Nicholas Erouse,

W. H. Stokes,

DoMiNicK Murphy,
Thos. Davis,

C, S. Dunk,
John K. Knorr,
J. L. Hutchinson.

Committee Room, June 28, 1855.

Which was read, when
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«

Mr. Gordon

Offered the foUowin;^- resolution

:

Besolved, That the Commissioner on ^Markets be, and

he is hereby authorized to complete the work already' begun

on the shed at the end of Franklin avenue Market.

Which was read twice, and being under consideration,

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend, by adding, " provided it does not ob-

struct the foot pavement."

Which amendment was accepted.

And the resolution as amended was agreed to.

Select Council

Informs this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing resolution

:

Resolved, That the Finance Committee be, and they

are directed to confer Avith the County Revenue Board, at

their earliest convenience, for the purpose of equalizing the

tax to be levied for the ensuing year.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

Mr. Parker

(On leave granted) presented a communication from

Messrs. Phillips and Robinson, relative to the contract for

the Fire Alarm and Police Telegraph, stating that they were

progressing to the completion of the same, and requesting

Councils to make some provision for the payment thereof,

according to the terms of the contract.

Which was read, and on motion of

Mr. Parker,

Council proceeded to consider the bill, entitled " An
Ordinance to provide for the issue of certificates of debt in

payment of road damages, and to pay the contract price of

the Fire Alarm and Police Telegraph."
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The Clerk exhibited files of the Evening Bulletin and

Daily Neios, as vouchers of the publication of the same.

The bill was then read a second time.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew iNIiller

Moved to amend, to insert after the word " hereafter,"

" by ordinance specifically."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. King

Moved to amend, to strike out the words, on line three,

" road damages assessed and to be assessed,' ' and on lines

eight and nine, to strike out " one hundred thousand" and

insert " thirty-six thousand three hundred."

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the section as amended.

It was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

On motion,

The rules Avere suspended, and the bill read a third

time.

And on the question, " Shall this bill pass ?"

The yeas and nays Avere ordered by the Chair, and

were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Berry, Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Bremer,

Broomall, Brouse, Chester, Conrad, Davenj^ort, Dougherty,

Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson,

Gordon, Gravson, Green, Hand, Hassinger, Houseman, Lev-

49
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ering, King, Knorr, ^Manuel, ]Marfh, Miller (Andrew), Mil-

ler (Hiram), IM'Adams, M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Patter-

son, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer),

Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh, Wil-

letts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Bockius, Bumm, Butler, Hancock,
Martin, Mascher, Mm-phy, M'Clearv, O'Neill, Stevenson,

Taylor.

Yeas 53 ; nays 11.

It was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Freeman,

Council proceeded to the consideration of the order of

the day, being a bill entitled " An Ordinance to authorize

a loan to pay claims against, and to defray expenses of the

Corporation."

On motion,

Council' proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration thereof, and.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to strike out "five hundred and thirty-

five thousand," and insert "one million."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Knorr

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed, and made the special order of the day for next

Thursday, but subsequently withdrew the same.

The question being on agreeing to the section as

amended.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Manuel

and Patterson.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,
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Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand,
Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Moore,
M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

NAYS-^Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius,

Butler, Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Lev-

ering, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller

(J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill,

Patterson, Peall, Roberts' (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Steven-

son, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 34 ; nays 34.

It "was not agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Moved that the Clerk, under the direction of the Pre-

sident, correct the Journal, page 348, upon the point of

order taken by Mr. Gordon.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Moved to proceed to the consideration of the bill,

Common Council File, No. 15, entitled "An Ordinance re-

organizing the Department of Sui-veys, and prescribing the

powers and duties of the Chief Engineer and Surveyor, and

the District Surveyors and Regulators."

Which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. T. J. Roberts,

Council resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole
on the consideration of the bill, (Jslv. Gordon in the chair,)

and after some time spent therein, the Committee arose and

reported the bill with amendments.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration thereof.
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Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth was agreed to.

Section fifth was agreed to.

Section sixth was agreed to.

Section seventh was agreed to.

Section eighth was agreed to.

Section ninth was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Mr. Patterson

Moved that when we adjourn, we Avill adjourn to meet
to-morrow afternoon, at three o'clock.

Mr. Treadwell

Moved to amend, to strike out " to-morrow," and in-

sert " next Thursday."

Which was ruled out of order.

The question being on agreeing to the motion.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Mascher
and Manuel.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Duane, Fuller, Gay,

Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Martin, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Murphy, M'Cleary, Pat-

terson, Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Win-

ship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Broomall, Bumm,
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Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,
Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hand. Houseman, King, Manuel,

Marsh, Parham, Parker, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willctts, Hacker, Preddent.

Yeas 2(5 ; nays 28.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman,

From the Committee on Law, presented the following

report

:

The Committee on Law, to whom was referred the mat-
ter of the release of a certain judgment held by the City of

Philadeljihia against Penrose Ash, District Court, December
Term, 1851, Iso. 1086, beg leave to report that they have
taken the subject into consideration, in conjunction with the

City Solicitor, and beg leave to offer the following preamble
and resolution.

J. L. Hutchinson,
Chairman.

W. 0. Kline,
James A. Freeman,
B. R. Miller,
T. W. HiGGINS,
Henry T. King,
C. B. F. O'Neill,
Francis H. Duffee.

Committee Boom, Aug. 2, 1855.

Whereas, The City of Philadelphia lately recovered a

judgment in a suit brought in the District Court of the City

of Philadelphia, December Term, 1851, No. 1086, against

Penrose Ash, for the sum of ^120-i 16 and costs of suit;

and ivhereas, the hereinafter described tract of ground has

been sold, for the purpose of paying off prior incumbrances

against the same ; and whereas, the security of the City

for the payment will be materially increased by the said

sale, and the consequent reduction of the prior incumbrance

and judgment against the said Ash.

Be it enacted by the Select and Common Councils

of the City of Philadelphia, and it is hereby resolved.
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That the Mayor be directed, on behalf of the City

of Philadelphia, to release from the lien of a judgment
entered in the District Court, for the City and County of

Philadelphia, on the lOth day of January, A.D., 1862, on
a suit brought to the December term, A. D., 1851, No. 1086,
in which the Mayor, Alderman, and Citizens of Philadel-

phia are plaintiffs, and Penrose Ash, defendant, the follow-

ing described property of the said defendant, namely : All

that certain lot or piece of ground in the City of Philadel-

phia, late in the Township of Passyunk, in the County of

Philadelphia, beginning at a point on the Avest side of Broad
street in the middle of the London Company's road, thence

along the middle of the said road south eighty-three degrees,

west fifty-six perches and seven-tenths of a perch, to land

now or late of John C. Stocker, thence by the said Stocker's

land north ten degrees thirty minutes, west seventy-seven

perches and thirty-six hundredths of a perch to Hollander's

Creek, thence along Hollander's Creek the several courses

thereof about one hundred and twenty-two perches to the

west line of said Broad street, and thence southward along

the west side thereof to the place of beginning, containing

fifty-four acres and sixty-five perches more or less.

Which was read, when

Mr. Treadwell

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion tlte yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. McCleary and Knorr.

And being ordered, were as folloAvs

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Broomall, Brousc, Bockius,
Bumm, Conrad, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller,

Gordon, Green, Hand, Houseman, ^Manuel, ^larsh, Parham,
Parker, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran,
Taylor, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Freaident.

Nays—JMessrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Biddle, Binder, Borie, Chester, Dougherty, Duane,
Freeman, Gay, Gibson, Hancock, Hassinger, Levering,
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King, KnoiT, Martin, jMascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphy,

M'Adams, M'Cleary, Patterson, Peall, Ptoberts (T. J.),

Stevenson, Vanhorn, Winship,

Yeas 27 ; nays 29.

The resolution was ordered to he read a second time,

when

Mr. M'Cleary

Moved to postpone the further consideration for the

present.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

jNIoved a call of the House.

Which was agreed to.

The roll was then called, wdien the following members
answered to their names, viz :

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bid-

die, Binder, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Chester, Conrad,

Dougherty , Duane, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Han-
cock, Hassinger, Levering, King, Knorr, Manuel, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

Parker, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Tay-

lor, Vanhorn, Winship, Hacker, President—38.

The Clerk announced thirty-eight members present and

thirty-nine absent.

Which Avas not a quorum.

Mr. Conrad

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to pro-

ceed after the absent members.

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Biddle

Moved a call of the House.

Which was agreed to.

The roll Avas then called, when a quorum of members
answered to their names, viz :

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J,), Baker (Abraham), Bid-

die, Binder, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Chester, Conrad,

Dougherty, Duane, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson,

Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, King, Knorr, Manuel,

Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Murphy,

M'Adams, M'Cleary, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (T.

J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Winship, Hacker, Presi-

dent—39.

Mr. M'Cleary

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That this Council meet in course of next

Aveek, every afternoon at 8 o'clock, excepting Friday and

Saturday, for the purpose of considering reform and other

bills.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to a second reading and

consideration of the same.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Conrad

and ^I'Cleary.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,

Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Hassin-

ger, Levering, Martin, Miller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Cleary,

Patterson, Peall, Roberts (T. J.), Taylor, Vanhorn, Win-

ship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Binder, Chester, Con-

rad, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Hancock, King, Manuel,

Marsh, Mascher, M'Adams, Parker, Stevenson, Willetts.

Yeas 22; nays 17.

It was agreed to.

The resolution was read a second time, when
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Mr. M'ClearJ

Moved to modify the resolution by striking out " for

the purpose of considering reform and other bills."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved a call of the previous question, and was sustained

by the following members rising, to wit

:

Messrs. Patterson, Peall, Biddle, M'Cleary, Baird,

Wihship, Mascher, Knorr, Borie, Gay.

The previous question being the adoption of the reso-

lution,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Biddle

and Bumm.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle, Borie,

Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Gordon, Hassin-

ger, Levering, Knorr, Martin, j\Iascher, Miller (Andrew),
Murphy, M'Cleary, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (T. J.), Ste-

venson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Binder, Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Con-

rad, Davenport, Dimk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gib-

son,. Hancock, Houseman, King, JNlanucl, Marsh, MAdams,
Parham, Parker, Preston, Kidgway, tjanJgran, Wiiletto,

Hacker, Predde^it.

Yeas 25 ; nays 25.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to proceed to the second reading and consider-

ation of the resolution which had been postponed.

Which was agreed to.

50
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The resolution was then read a second time, considered

and agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

On motion,

Adjourned.
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THURSDAY, August 9, 1855.

Council met.—Present,
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Mr. Mascher

Moved that the reading of the minutes be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property fronting

on Seventeenth street, between Fitzwater and Carpenter,

asking that said street may be paved.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property fronting

on Christian street, between Seventeenth street and Gray's

Ferry Road, asking that the same may be paved.

Also,

Presented a petition from residents in the vicinity of

Tenth and Anita streets, calling attention to the necessity

of having a crossing to run from the north side of Lafayette

street to the south side of Anita street.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways, without reading.

Also,

A memorial from property-holders and business men
residing in the vicinity of Third and Shippen streets, ask-

ing for the removal of the buildings now erected on the

eastern end of Washington market, considering the same as

at present occupied nuisances, which should be abated.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Markets.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Presented a petition from property owners and resi-

dents on Christian and Kates streets, from Thirteenth to

Broad street, asking the introduction of the gas pipes into

said streets.

Which was referred to the Committee on Gas, without

reading.
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Also,

Presented a petition from citizens of the Third and
Fourth Wards, calling attention to the large number of

vicious dogs running at large at this season of the year, in

said Wards, and asking that the said nuisance may be
abated.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading;.

Also,

Presented a petition from citizens complaining of the

inconvenience to which they are subjected from not having
the use of Gray's Ferry bridge, occasioned by the needless

delay in making repairs thereto.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Also,

Presented a communication from P. A. Fagen, asking

that interest may be allowed him upon order against the

City, from the date of the same until it is paid.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Fi-

nance.

Mr. Marsh

Presented a petition from property owners in the vi-

cinity of Madison and Sheaif streets, asking the construction

of a sewer, for the proper drainage of their cellars, &c.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Mr. Freeman

Presented a petition fi-om citizens and owners of

real estate, lying northeast of Alleghany avenue, in the

Nineteenth Ward, asking that an allowance on the City tax

of fifty cents on the one hundred dollars, may be made in
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the section referred to, as well as in all other rural districts

where the land is devoted to farming purposes.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. Mascher

Presented a petition from citizens residing within the

bounds of the fourth election precinct of the Eleventh Ward,
asking a change of the place of holding the elections of said

precinct.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Law.

Mr. Craven

Presented a petition from firemen residing in the old

District of Spring Garden, asking the appointment of sta-

tionary bell-ringers in the cupola of the hall at Thirteenth

and Spring Garden streets.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
City Property.

Mr. Hiram ^liller

Presented a petition from owners of property on Wash-
ington street, between Broad and Sixteenth streets, asking

that the water pipes may be laid on said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works,
without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property on
Twenty-second street, from Coates to Washington, and on
Washington, from Twenty-second to Twenty-first street, ask-

ing the introduction of gas pipes on said streets.

Which was referred to the Committee on Gas, without

reading.

Mr. Vanhorn

Presented a petition from owners of property on Cal-
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lowhill, between Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth streets, ask-

ing the construction of a culvert on said square, for the

purpose of drainage to their cellars, &c.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
withoiit readinof.

Mr. C. B. Roberts

Presented a petition from property owners on Char-

lotte street, south of Franklin avenue, asking that the water

pipes may be laid on said street, from Franklin avenue to

Canal street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works,
without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property fronting

on Franklin avenue, iu the vicinity of Apple and Third

streets, remonstrating against narrowing the middle of

said street where the market houses are eventually to be

built, and asking to have the paving of the street so directed,

that the four inlets at Fourth and Franklhi streets, will take

all the water from heavy rains.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,

without reading.

Mr. Bumm
Presented a communication from Henry Mooney, Clerk

of the market in the Eleventh Ward, relative to the pro

posed reduction in the salary of the said clerk of the mar-

kets.

jNIr. Green

Presented a petition from renters of stalls in the mar-

kets, asking that Councils may by ordinance regulate the

occupancy of said stalls, so that they may not be sub-

letted.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Markets.
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Mr. Manuel

Presented a petition from voters in tlic fourth precinct

of the Twentieth Ward, asking a change in the place of

holding the elections of said precinct.

Also,

Presented a petition from voters of the eighth precinct

of the Twentieth Ward, asking a change of the place of

holding the elections in said precinct.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Law, without reading.

Mr. Dyer

Presented a petition from property-holders residing in

the southern end of the Twenty-first Ward, representing

that many are now ready to build houses, but owing to the

street lines and curb heights not being regulated, they are

compelled to let their material lay at a great loss on the

open lots, and

Moved to proceed to the consideration of the ordinance
" to provide for establishing street lines and curb heights in

the First, Twenty-first, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth

Wards."

Which was agreed to.

The ordinanae being on second reading, and the amend-
ment of Mr. Bockius, (offered at a previous meeting,) to

wit, to include the Twenty-second Ward, being under con-

sideration,

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, to strike from the section all but that

portion relating to the lower section of the Twenty-first

Ward.

And subsequently withdrew the same.
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Mr. Hancock

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof,

and refer the ordinance to a special committee.

And subsequently withdrew the same.

The section was then a<:freed to.

Mr. Hancock

Offered the following as a second section.

Section 2.—And the following rates shall be charged:

All lots 18 feet front and under, - - - $3 00

From 18 to 25, 4 00

" 25 to 35, 5 00

" 35 to 50, 6 00

" 50 to 75, 7 00

" 75 to 100, 8 00

When two or more buildings are placed upon one lot,

the line of each must be obtained from the Surveyor, and a

record made of the same ; and the compensation for run-

nino; each extra line for said buildin";s shall be one dollar

and fifty cents.

For giving curb heights for buildings, on each lot of

the above dimensions, two dollars.

Setting curb stakes, all lots under one hundred feet

front, three dollars.

Over one hundred feet front, two cents for each addi-

tional foot.

And when a surveyor is engaged in making and laying

out a town plot, his compensation shall be five dollars per

day, while actually engaged, and for all public work done

for the City ; and one dollar per day for each rodman, pro-

vided there is not more than two.

Which was not agreed to.

.51
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The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then, by spcjial order, read a third time and

passed.

Mr. Houseman

Moved a suspension of the rules for the purpose of

offering a resolution.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend " to suspend the rules generally."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Houseman

Then offered the following resolution

:

Resolution to provide for the endorsement by the City

Treasurer, of all warrants on the Treasury, and for the pay-

ment of six per cent, interest on such Avarrants.

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, that the City Treasurer be, and he is

hereby authorized to endorse all warrants properly counter-

signed by the Controller, that are drawn upon the City

Treasurer, with his name and date of presentation, and that

all such warrants shall be entitled to interest from the date

of said endorsement, at the rate of six per cent, per annum,

when there shall not have been in the Treasury of the City,

money to pay said warrants on presentation.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Henry

Moved to amend, and offered the following as a substi-

tute:

Whereas, The Treasurer of the City of Philadelphia
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has not at the present time funds sufficient to pay all the

warrants drawn upon him by the City Controller, and

Wliereas^ Some of the holders of such warrants may
be unjustly preferred in the payment of warrants, to the

great prejudice and inconvenience of other creditors of the

City.

Resolved, That the City Controller be, and he is hereby
required to endorse upon each warrant heretofore drawn
and countersigned by him upon the City Treasurer, and
which shall remain unpaid upon its presentation to him for

such purpose, a number corresponding to the precedency of

such presentation ; and that he endorse upon every warrant
hereafter to be countersigned by him, a number correspond-

ing to the order of its countersignature by him ; and that

the City Treasurer be, and he is hereby required to pay the

said warrants in the order of the numbers endorsed upon
them respectivel}^, and that no warrant drawn upon the City

Treasurer shall be paid by him until all warrants prior in

number to the said warrant shall have been paid by him, or

unless a sum sufficient for the payment of all warrants prior

in number as aforesaid shall remain for such purpose in the

City Treasury.

On the question of agreeing to the substitute,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gordon
and Biddle.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Berry?

Binder, Bilycu, Bremer, Broomall, Duane, Gay, Henry,
Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Roberts (C. B.), Ste-

venson.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Barton, Biddle, Brouse,

Butler, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk,

Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Hoppel, Houseman, Levering,

King. Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller,

(J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, M'Mullen,

O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Preston, Ridg-
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way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Taylor, Treadwell,

Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 14 ; nays 51.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend, by adding the following proviso

:

Provided^ That all such orders so endorsed shall be

paid in the order of their respective numbers, as soon as

there is money in the treasury to meet them. The Con-

troller shall furnish to the Treasurer the numbers and

amount of all orders, as soon as they are countersigned by
him ; and the Treasurer shall give notice in two newspapers

having the largest circulation each day, of the orders, de-

signating them by their numbers, that can be paid on the

day of the appearance of such notice, and from the appear-

ance of such public notice, the interest on all orders desig-

nated therein shall cease.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend the amendment, by adding the follow-

ing as a further proviso :

" And provided also, That no order or warrant shall

bear interest, unless it is in the possession and ownership

of its original holder or party, to whom it was issued at the

time of endorsement."

Mr. Patterson

Submitted that the resolution was not in order, inas-

much as it was virtually a loan bill, and therefore required

an ordinance, which would require a two-third vote to pass

the same.

The Chair

Ruled the resolution in order, as in his opinion it could

not be considered a loan bill.
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The question being on the amendment to the amend-

ment,

It was not agreed to.

The amendment was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolu

tion,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Ridg-

way and Craven.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broom-

all, Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Duane,

Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gray-

son, Green, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hi-

ram), Miller (J. Washington), M'Mullen, Parham, Parker,

Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Tread-

well, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Chester,

Dougherty, Gordon, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Hoppel,

Levering, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Mur-

phy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Roberts (C.

B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 36 ; nays 31.

It was agreed to, and

The title was agreed to.

Mr. Treadwell

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That Select Council be informed that Com-

mon Council willbe ready this afternoon to meet them in

convention, at a quarter past five o'clock, to elect one Com-
missioner of Markets, one Superintendent of City Rail-

roads, and four Commissioners of Public Highways.

Which was twice read, when



406 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Aug. 9,

Mr. Manuel

Moved to amend by adding, " and two Trustees of the

Northern Liberties Gas Works."

Which was accepted.

And the resolution as amended was adopted.

Mr. King

Ofiered the following resolution :

Resolved^ That the Committee on Poor be instructed

to inquire as to the propriety of establishing a Department
of Poor, which shall abolish the Board of Guardians, and

place the department under the control of officers to be

elected by the Select and Common Councils, and if such a

department be deemed needful, then to report to Councils

an ordinance to establish the same.

Which was read twice and adopted.

Mr. Patterson

Ofiered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That when this Council adjourns, it adjourn

to meet on Tuesday next, at 3 P. M.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to the second reading and
consideration thereof.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Patter-

son and Berry.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Brouse, Chester, Dougherty, Duane,
Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Levering, Knorr, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Hiram), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

Patterson, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor,

Vanhorn, Winship,

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Berry, Binder, Bilyeu,

Bremer, Broomall, Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Davenport,
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Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gor-

don, Grayson, Green, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Manuel,

Marsh, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parliara, Parker, Preston, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Welsh,

Willetts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 27 ; nays 37.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Dougherty

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the property owners on Seventh street,

from Reed to Franklin, Fifteenth street from Cedar to

Fitzwater, Sixteenth street from Cedar to Catharine, Fitz-

water street from Fifteenth to Eighteenth, Shippen from
Fifteenth to Seventeenth, and Silbert street, from Tenth to

Eleventh, be and they are hereby authorized to have said

streets paved, provided that the same shall be done under
the supervision of the Department of Highways, and provi-

ded further, that the City shall not be at any expense for

the same, except for the intersections thereof.

Which was twice read, when
^

Mr. Manuel

Moved to amend by adding the following streets in the

Twentieth Ward, viz

:

Clinton street, from Girard avenue to Thompson street.

Mervine street, from Thompson to Montgomery street.

Which amendment Avas accepted.

And the resolution as amended, was adopted.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance beg leave to offer the ac-

companying bill, entitled " An ordinance to make an appro-
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priation for the use of the Trustees of the Ice Boat," and

ask its adoption.

Tiios. Craven,
Chairman.

Alg'n S. Roberts,

James Davenport,
John Welsh,
James C. Hand,
W. B. R. Selby,

Chas. B. Penrose,
Committee Boom, July 19, 1855.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

« Select Council concurred.

Mr. Gordon

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-

partment be requested to visit and examine the City Ice

Boat, and report as to the expediency of altering and ar-

ranging the Ice Boat so that it may be used in cases of

fire, and also as a river police station.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.

Mr. Parham,

Chairman of the Committee on Trusts and Fire Depart-

ment, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Trusts and Fire Department, report

to Councils that they have accepted and approved of the
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following fire companies, to wit : Warren Hose Company,
Tivoli Hose Company, and the Humane Hose Company.

Also,

Have passed the following bill, entitled " An ordinance
to make an appropriation to the Superintendent of Trusts,

for the purposes therein mentioned," and ask its adoption.

Wm. M. Pariiam,

Chairman.
John McWhorter,
Nathan Hilles,

James M. Gibson,

J. W. Miller,
John K. Knorr,
John Welsh,
George F. Gordon,
0. H. P. Parker.

Committee Mooin, August 9, 1855.

They also offer the following resolution

:

Resolved, That Councils approve and accept the ser-

vices of the Humane, Tivoli, Warren, and United Hose
Companies.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Select Council concurred.

The resolution was twice read, considered and adopted.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the owners of property fronting on the

52
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following named streets be required to curb and pave the

footways in conformity to an ordinance to regulate the

manner of paving the streets in the City of Philadelphia,

and to provide for the payment of the expense thereof ; viz

:

Twentieth street, between Callowhill and Parrish streets.

Twenty-first street, between Callowhill and Coates streets.

Twenty-second street, between Callowhill and Parrish streets.

Twenty-third street, between Callowhill and Brown streets.

Eighteenth street, between Pensylvania avenue and Coates

street.

Fifteenth street, between Hamilton and Ridge avenue.

Sixteenth street, between Coates and Ridge avenue.

Hamilton street, between Fifteenth and Callowhill streets.

Fairview street, between Broad and Twentieth streets.

Spring Garden street, between Eighteenth and Twenty-fifth

streets.

Centre street, between Fifteenth and Twenty-third streets.

Washington street, between Fifteenth and Twentieth streets.

Washington street, between Twenty-first and Twenty-third

streets.

Wallace street, between Sixteenth and Nineteenth, and be-

tween Twenty-first and Twenty-third streets.

North street, between Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets.

Springet street, between Twentieth and Twenty-first streets.

Pratt street, between Twenty-second and Twenty-fifth

streets.

Brown street, between Fifteenth and Francis, and Twenty-
second and Twenty-fourth streets, and between Nine-

teenth and Corinthian avenue.

Poplar street, between Nineteenth and Corinthian avenue.

West street, between Coates and Parrish streets.

Becket street, between Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets.

Taylor street, between Pratt and Brown streets.
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Nineteenth street, between Coates street and Ridge avenue.

Thompson street, between Sixth and Broad streets.

Columbia avenue, between Seventh and Broad streets.

Oxford street, between Sixth and Eighth, and between
Tenth and Broad streets.

Marshall street, between Thompson and Oxford streets.

Twelfth street, from Stiles street to Columbia avenue.

Mervine street, from Thompson to Montgomery streets.

Which was twice read, and referred to the Committee
on Highways.

Mr. Biddle

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, en-

titled " An Ordinance for the reduction of the salaries of

certain officers." (^AiJjjendix, No. 27.)

x\nd on the motion to proceed to the second reading

and consideration of the same,

Mr. Ridgway

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed, and printed for the use of members.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, " and that it be made the special

order of the day for Thursday next."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Enos

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved.) That the Chamber now proceed to consider

the resolution (on Journal, page 210,) for the adoption of

a plan for a bridge over the Schuylkill River, at Chestnut

street.

Which was read twice and not agreed to.
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Mr. Knorr

(On leave granted^ read an affidavit of Mr. Moran,

relative to a speech delivered by him, charging him with

being a partner of Mr. Sickels at the time said Moran was

a member of Common Council, which he denies.

Mr. Winship,

Chairman of the Special Committee to inquire and re-

port by what authority John M. Coleman, the Receiver of

Taxes, employs counsel not connected with the Law De-
partment of the City, &c., presented a report, (^Appendix^

No. 28,) with the following resolutions annexed, to wit

:

1. Resolved, That the Receiver of Taxes be requested

to hand over forthwith to the City Solicitor, for collection,

all claims for unpaid registered taxes.

2. Resolved, That the City Solicitor be requested to

take the earliest means of compliance with the joint resolu

tion of Councils of January 25, 1855, upon the subject ot

collecting the taxes remaining due and unpaid for the year

1853, and previous thereto.

3. Resolved, That this Committee be discharged from

the further consideration of the subject.

Which were severally twice read, considered and

adopted.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance report back to Councils the

bill of E. L. Spain for $212 50, for making out and filing

liens for the Nineteenth Ward, with a negative recommen-
dation, as the Committee are of the opinion that the ser-

vices charged for should have been performed in the Solici-

tor's office.

Also,

They have appointed a committee of three, under the
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resolution adopted by Councils, directing the Committee to

confer with the County Board of Revision at their earliest

convenience for the purpose of equalizing the tax to be

levied for the ensuing year.

Committee consists of Messrs. Craven, Keyser and

Patterson.

Also,

Report negative as to the petition of the Kingsessing

and Tinicum Meadow Company, asking a reduction of the

tax on their land.

Also,

Report back the petition of S. T. Bodine, referred by
Select Council, claiming damages for the opening of Co-

lumbia avenue, as no certificate accompanies the petition
;

and that the petitioner be requested to go into court and

obtain the necessary certificate.

Also,

Report negative as to the ordinance referred by this

Council, entitled " An Ordinance for the financial relief of

the people."

Thos. Craven,
Chairman.

W. B. R. Selby,

W. C. Patterson,
Jno. Welsh,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

W. 0. Kline,

J. F. Knorr,
James Davenport.

Committee Room, Aug. 9th, 1855.

Which was read and accepted.

Mr. Peall

Oftered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be directed to have all the metallic street signs or index
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plates, now lying in Commissioners' Hall, Richmond, placed

upon the corners of the streets in said District.

Which was twice read and adopted.

Also, the following

:

Resolved, That the Committee on Police be directed

to have two or more gas lamps placed upon the bridge

crossing Gunner's Run Canal at Queen street (Eighteenth

Ward.)

Which was twice read, and adopted.

Mr. Mascher

Offered the following resolution, relative to the re-num-

bering of houses :

Mesolved, By Select and Common Councils, that the

Chief Commissioner of Highways be directed to furnish to

each landlord or owner of house, houses or property situa-

ted upon any of the streets, lanes or alleys of the City of

Philadelphia, a written copy of the correct number, to which
such house or property is entitled ; and that each landlord

or owner shall, within sixty days after the passage hereof,

cause a painted, carved or cast copy of such number to be
placed in a conspicuous place upon such house or property,

in a permanent and durable manner. And that such land-

lord or owner shall, for every neglect in having said house

or property numbered, in the manner and within the time

hereinbefore specified, forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars,

to be recoverable as debts of like amount are now recover-

able by laAv, to be appropriated to the use of the City.

Mesolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be directed to report to the Solicitor, all landlords or own-

ers of property who shall have failed to comply with the

above resolution. And it shall be the duty of the Solicitor

to collect the said sum of five dollars for each and every

offence.

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be directed, in making out the proper numbers for said

houses, to commence with No. 1, at the northeast corner

of High street, in all streets running north from that street,

with No. 200 at the northwest corner of Mulberry, No.
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300 at the northwest corner of Sassafras, and so on for

each successive square north of High street ; in like man-

ner with No. 1 at the southeast corner of High street, with

No. 200 at the southwest corner of Chestnut street. No. 300

at the southwest corner of Wahiut street, and so on for all

streets running south of High street.

And for all streets running east and west, he shall com-

mence with No. 1 at the northeast corner of the terminus of

such street, provided said terminus be at or east of Front

street ; with No. 200 at the southwest corner of Second,

No. 300 at the southwest corner of Third street, and so on

westAvard.

And for all streets running at right angles with High
street, but not terminating in, or crossing the same, the

said Commissioner shall commence the re-numbering of the

houses in the same manner as if such streets did actually

extend to High street ; thus, if the southern terminus of

such street be at Mulberry, he shall commence with No. 200

;

if at Sassafras, with No. 300, &c., and in a like manner for

all streets running in a southern direction from, and at

right angles with High street.

And, also, for all streets running east and west but not

having their eastern terminus at or east of Front street

;

thus, if the eastern terminus of such street be at Second

street, he shall commence with No. 200; if at Third street,

with No. 300, &c.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to a second reading and

consideration thereof.

It was not agreed to.

Select Council

Informed this Council that they had passed the follow-

ing:

Resolved, That the Committee on Highways be re-

quested to submit to this Chamber at the next meeting, the

plan prepared by the Chief Surveyor, relating to the cross-
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ing of the Reading Railroad, which plan he was directed to

prepare under a resolution of this Chamber of May 31st

last.

Which was twice read and adopted.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following :

Joint resolution authorizing the widening of Thirty-

fifth street.

Resolved, That the Board of Surveyors be, and they
are hereby instructed to alter the lines so as to change the

width of Thirty-fifth street, in the IVenty-fourth Ward, from
fifty to sixty feet, as laid down by the Surveyor on the plan

of the third division of the general survey of the late dis-

trict of West Philadelphia, and in accordance with the width

of all the other streets contained north from the late village

of Hamilton to that of Mantua.

Which was twice read, and on motion of

Mr. Enos,

Referred to the Committee on Surveys, &c.

Also,

Informed that they have rejected the following bills

:

" A supplement to an ordinance establishing the De-
partment of Market houses, approved the 19th day of Octo-

ber, 1854."

" An ordinance to reorganize the Fire Department of

the City of Philadelphia."

Also,

Informed that they insist on their amendments to the

bill entitled " An ordinance to prevent dogs from running

at large in the City of Philadelphia."

And have appointed a committee of conference on the

said bill, consisting of Messrs. Cornman, Wainwright and

Marselis, of the Select Council.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 417

Mr. Binder

Oifered the following resolution

:

Mesolved, That the Committee on Finance be, and they
are hereby directed to report an ordinance at the next

stated meeting, making an appropriation to pay the sura of

seventy-five dollars to French and Richards, paid iJy them
for water they are not using.

Which was twice read, and not agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to proceed to the consideration of an ordinance,

Select Council File, No. 6.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Gordon,

Chairman of the Special Committee appointed to in-

vestigate the claim of Lane Schofield, presented a report.

(^Appendix 29.)

The Clerk proceeded to the reading of the same, when

The President, clerks and members of Select Council

were introduced, and being assembled in convention,

The President

Stated the object thereof.

The first business being the election of Commissioner of

Market Houses.

Charles C. Wilson having been nominated,

The Convention then proceeded to ballot.

When the Clerk reported 49 votes had been cast.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, Duflfee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,

McWhorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,

Waterman, Welsh, Verree, President.

, 14 voted for Charles C. Wilson.

53
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Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Brooraall, Bumm, Ches-

ter, Conrad, Craven, I>avenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, House-
man, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), O'Neill, Par-

ham, Piiirker, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

35 voted for Charles C. Wilson.

In all 49 votes.

There not being a quorum voting, the Convention pro-

ceeded to a second ballot.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, Duffee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,
M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,
Waterman, Welsh, Verree, President.

14 voted for Charles C. Wilson.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm, Ches-

ter, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, House-
man, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen,

O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Preston, RidgAvay, Roberts (C.

B.), Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

36 voted for Charles C. Wilson.

In all 50 votes.

There not being a quorum present, the Convention pro-

ceeded to a third ballot.

The Clerk reported that 51 votes had been cast.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, DufFee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,

M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Waimvright,

Waterman, Welsh, Verree, President.

14 voted for Charles C. Wilson.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Miller (Hiram),

M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Preston, Reed, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

37 voted for Charles C. Wilson. •

In all 51 votes.

There being a quorum voting, and Charles C. Wilson

having received all the votes, he was declared duly elected

Commissioner of Market Houses.

The convention then proceeded to the election of

Superintendent of City Railroads.

The Clerks reported 89 votes cast.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, Duffee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,

M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,

Waterman, Welsh, Yerree, President.

14 voted for John NeiF.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, IMiller (Hiram), M'Mul-

len, Parham, Parker, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

35 voted for John NeiF.

In all 49 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Hagner, Higgins, Kline,

Marselis, Wharton.

7 voted for Charles D. James.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Boric, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Dougherty,

Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Levering, Knorr,
Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),
Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall,

Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Win-
ship.

33 voted for Charles D. James.

In all 40 votes.

John Neff having received a majority of all the votes

cast, was declared duly elected Superintendent of City Rail-

roads.

The convention then proceeded to an election for four

Commissioners of Highways.

The clerks reported 89 votes had been cast.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornmaa, DufFee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,

M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,
Waterman, Welsh, Wharton, Verree, President.

15 voted for Frederick Emhardt.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Henry, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram),
M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Preston, Reed, Ridgway,
Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker,
JPresident.

36 voted for Frederick Emhardt.

In all 51 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, Duffee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,

M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,

Waterman, Welsh, Verree, President,

14 voted for George Myers.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mul-
len, Parham, Parker, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Willetts, Hack-
er, President.

36 voted for George Myers.

In all 50 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, Duffee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,
M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,

Waterman, Welsh, Verree, President.

14 voted for Charles M'Cowan.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, i\Iiller (Hiram), M'Mul-

len, Parham, Parker, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

35 voted for Charles M'Cowan.

In all 49 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, Duffee, Hilles, Knorr, M'Whorter,

Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright, Verree, Presi-

de7it.

11 voted for Miller N. Everly.

Common Council.

Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm, Conrad,

Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,

Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Green, Houseman, King, Manuel,
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Marsh, M'MuUen, Parham, Parker, Preston, Reed, Eidg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

31 voted for Miller N. Everlj.

In all 42 votes.

Select Council.

j\Iessrs. Ashton, Beideman, Hagner, Higgins, Hutchin-

son, Kline, Marselis, Waterman.

8 voted for Alexander Gwin,

Common Council.

Messrs. Baii-d, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Berr_y, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Chester,

Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Gordon, Hancock, Hassinger,

Henry, Levering, Knorr, Martin, INIascher, Miller (An-
drew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy,
M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts

(C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, A'aiihorn, Welsh, Winship.

37 voted for Alexander Gwin.

In all 45 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Higgins, Hilles, Kline,

Marselis, Welsh, Wharton.

8 voted for Jeremiah Nichuals.

Common Coimcil.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J,), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Biddle, Boric, Bremer, Broiise, Butler, Dougherty,
Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Levering, Knorr,

Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washing-

ton,) Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson,

Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh,

Winship.

33 voted for Jeremiah Nichuals.

In all 41 votes.
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Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Hagner, Higgins, Kline,

Marselis, Wharton.

7 voted for James Wallace.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Dougherty,

Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Levering, Knorr,

Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall,

Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Winship.

32 voted for James Wallace.

In all 39 votes.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Higgins, Hilles, Kline,

Marselis, Wharton.

7 voted for George S. Lare.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Dougherty,

Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Mur-

phy, M'Adams, iM'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Rob-

erts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

32 voted for George S. Lare.,

In all 39 votes.

Frederick Emhardt, George Myers, Charles M^Cowan,
and Alexander Gwin having received a majority of all the

votes cast, were declared duly elected Commissioners of

Highways.

The convention then proceeded to an election for two

Trustees of the Northern Liberties Gas W^orks.

The Clerks reported 88 votes cast.
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Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, Duffee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,

M'Whorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,

Waterman, Welsh, Wharton, Verree, President.

15 voted for Charles M. Wagner.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm, Ches-

ter, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Henry,
Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mul-
len, Parham, Parker, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, President.

35 voted for Charles M. Wagner.

In all 50 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Cornman, Duffee, Hilles, Hutchinson, Knorr,

McWhorter, Miller, Roberts, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,

Waterman, Verree, President.

13 voted for Robert P. Gillingham.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Craven, " Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mul-

len, Parham, Parker, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts

(Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

35 voted for Robert P. Gillingham.

In all 48 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beidemau, Higgins, Hilles, Kline,

Marselis, Welsh, Wharton.

8 voted for James Landy.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Dougherty,

Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassmger, Henry, Levering, Knorr,

Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

Muri^hy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Ste-

veuson, Taylor, Welsh, Winship.

30 voted for James Landy.

In all 38 votes.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Hagner, Higgins, Kline,

Marsel is.

6 voted for George F. Goodman.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bar-

ton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, ButJer, Dougherty,
Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Knorr, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Mur-
phy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, Patterson, Peall, Reed, Roberts

(C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

32 voted for George F. Goodman.

In all 38 votes.

Common Council.

Messrs. Patterson and Vanhorn voted for Charles V.
Hagner.

Charles M. Wagner and Robert P. Gillingham having

received a majority of all the votes cast, were declared duly

elected Trustees of the Northern Liberties Gas Works.

Having accomplished the object for which the conven-

tion met,

Select Council retired to their Chamber, and

On motion.

Council adjourned.

54
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THURSDAY, Aug. 16th, 1855.

Council met.

The President being absent, on motion of

Mr. Spencer Roberts,

Mr. Willetts was called to the chair.

Present

—
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Mr. Manuel

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Berry

Presented a communication from Chas. C Wilson, Com-

missioner of Market Houses, submitting the names of L. D.

Fuller and George S. Powell as his securities.

Which Avas read and referred to the Committee on

Finance, in conjunction with the Solicitor.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from citizens of the eighth pre-

cinct of the Third Ward, asking a change of the place of

holding the elections of said precinct.

Which was referred to the Committee on Law, without

reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property on De-

lancy place, between Eighteenth and Nineteenth, and be-

tween Spruce and Pine streets, asking the same may be

paved.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,

without reading.

Mr. Dougherty

Presented a petition from the citizens of the sixth

division of the First Ward, asking a change in the place of

holding the elections in said precinct.

Which was referred to the Committee on Law, with-

out reading.

Mr. Chester

Presented a communication from Messrs. Wallace and
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Fletcher, relative to a bill for advertising a list of persons

who had neglacted to pay their taxes, as per order of the

Receiver of Taxes.

Mr. Grayson

Presented a communication from John Neff, Superin-

tendent of City Railroads, offering Rudolph Neff and Chas.

Neff as his securities.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. Treadwell

Presented a communication from George J. Hamilton,

Commissioner of City Property, asking a more deliberate

consideration of the bill supplementary to the ordinance

creating the Department of City Property.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Patterson

Presented a communication from J. Cowperthwait,

Stephen Colwell, Wm. V. Pettit and Henry I). Sherrerd,

trustees and holders of the steam fire engine " Young
America," asking the appointment of a committee to confer

on the best mode of introducing the steam fire engine, as an

auxiliary to our present Fire Department.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Trusts and Fire Department.

Mr. Stevenson

Presented a memorial from citizens and owners of pro-

perty in that portion of the Nineteenth Ws-rd lying east of

Allegheny avenue, asking an allowance on the City tax of

fifty cents on the one hundred dollars in the section referred

to, as well as in all other rural districts, or where the land

is devoted to farming purposes.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Fi-

nance.
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Mr. King

Presented a petition from citizens of the Eighth Pre-

cinct of the Thirteenth AVard, asking a change of the place

of holding the elections of said Precinct.

Mr. Craven

Presented a petition from citizens of the first division

of the Fourteenth Ward, asking a change of the place of

holding the elections of said division.

Mr. Manuel

Presented petitions from citizens of the first division

of the Twentieth Ward, asking a change of the place of

holding the election of said division.

Mr. Preston

Presented a petition from citizens 'of the fourth pre-

cinct of the Twenty-first Ward, asking a change of the place

of holding the elections of said precinct.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a petition from citizens, asking that the pre-

cinct house at the southeast corner of Girard avenue and
Lewis street, may be continued as such.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Law, without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from P. W. Boyd, asking a reduc-

tion in his water rent from November 1st, 1854.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works,
without reading.

Mr. M'Cleary

Presented a petition from property holders of the Nine-

teenth Ward, asking that Clearfield street, from Richmond
street to Delaware avenue, may be graded.
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Mr. Manuel

Presented a communication from John Grim and others,

with accompanying documents, in relation to dedicating

Merchant street as a public high^Yay.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property on Girard

avenue, calling attention to the necessity of constructing a

culvert along Franklin street, from Girard avenue to Thomp-
son street.

Also,

Presented petitions from property owners and citizens,

asldno; the construction of a culvert over the Cohocksink

creek, from Sixth to Front street, in the Sixteenth and Se-

venteenth Wards.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways, without reading.

Also,

Presented bills from D. Hudson Shedaker, Wm. Read
and H. A. Frink, for services rendered as Surveyors and
Regulators.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Presented a memorial from property owners and resi-

dents of the first and second districts of the Twenty-second

Ward, remonstrating against the removal of the police from
said districts, believing that the same will prove but a small

retrenchment in the finances of the City, when compared
with the loss that must accrue to the Citv from the differ-

ence in taxation.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Also,

Presented the following report from the Chief Engineer

and Surveyor, to wit

:
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Department of Surveys, )

Office of Chief Engineer and Surveyor, v

Pbiladelphia, Aug. 1855.
)

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia :

Gentlemen :—A letter from the original constructor

of the Suspension Bridge at Fairmount having created in the

public mind some doubts as to its security—suggesting

that the length of time that has elapsed since its construc-

tion would alone warrant an examination—a resolution of

Councils was passed, directing this Department to make
such examination as to enable a report to be made upon its

efficiency for the duty required, in compliance with which

I have to report that we have, with care, examined all parts

of the bridge that are subject to deterioration from the

effects of moisture, or the constant use to which it has been
subjected since its erection, and find nothing in the main
cables that need cause apprehension for its safety.

The masonry of the anchorages is solid and shows com-

pact stone-work, while the anchor links, protrudings and the

connecting pins, are free from rust and scales. The cables,

at the point of connection with the anchorage links, have

been well covered with paint, and upon exposure Avere found

to be clean, giving no evidence of corrosion, while the

wrapping taken from the most exposed position, and pre-

sumed not to be of the superior quality of material used for

the cables, was found as pliable and fibrous as when first

used.

As to any change in the texture of the wires of

which the main cables are composed, there is no experience

that would throw doubt upon their still retaining that fibrous

nature for which they were no doubt selected by the accom-
plished engineer, under whose supervision it was erected.

Experience does prove, that wherever iron is subjected

to repeated strains equal to its elasticity, or constant pow-

erful vibrations, that for reasons, yet hidden, the fibrous is

changed to a crystallized texture, impairing, in fact destroy-

ing for safe use, its tensile strength ; but in this case we
have every reason to be assured that should the bridge be

tested with the greatest weight allowed for in the original



432 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Aug. 16,

calculations for the amount per stjuare foot of area of its

platform, the tension upon the cables would be far under
their clastic streui^th, and therefore not liable to the change
in quality by some feared. The most of the suspenders are

in good order, yet some of them require immediate attention,

several being so arranged as to act injuriously upon the

cables. The HoAve truss of the carriage-way adds much to

the stability of the structure, yet it requires constant atten-

tion, and should be carefully watched that the bolts may not

slip, relieving the bracing, which should at all times be
tight and secure.

The anchorage pits should have more attention and
care than they have heretofore received, so that the anchors

may be as free from the effects of moisture as possible,

which, in the instance of the eastern pits, has been entirely

lost sight of, a portion of the anchor-links being now sub-

merged, and acting most deleterio'usly, notwithstanding tal-

low and grease have been used freely as protection.

We therefore recommend, that at the earliest moment,
the water and debris now accumulated in the anchorase
pits be removed, and measures taken to keep them in proper
order, excluding all water, whether from surface or by per-

colation, that the cables, particularly below the surface of

the ground, and the anchorage links, be cleaned and re-

coated with red lead, and the suspenders be, where defi-

cient, renewed, or where abrasion is observed with the main
cable, a i)rotection sleeve be placed. Attention and con-

stant watchfulness of these parts of the structure are en-

joined, and a strict regard to the transit of cattle most par-

ticularly, as this is a test of the severest character upon
bridges of this plan ; the regularity of their movement
causes greater oscillation and vibration than that of any
other travel, excepting, perhaps, the measured tread of sol-

diery.

The ordinance regarding tliese should be strictly enforced,

when we think that the efficiency of the bridge may be yet

relied on.

.Resolved, That the Department of City Property be

directed to have the (Suspension Bridge at Fairmount re-
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paired, in conformity with the report of the Chief Engineer

and Surveyor made to Councils this day, and under the

supervision of the said Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Presented a petition from property holders on the line

of Sixth street, Twenty-third Ward, asking that the neces-

sary action may be taken to have said Sixth street, from

Elwood lane to the intersection of the road leading from

Rising Sun to the intersection of the Second street road,

opened to public use.

Mr. M'Mullen

Presented a petition from citizens and property-holders

of Bridesburo; and Whitehall, callino- attention to the un-

finished condition of Kirkbride and School streets, and their

footways.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Highways, without reading.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Presented a petition from owners of real estate, of

Kingsessing township, in the rural portion of the Twenty-

fourth Ward, stating that their property is all meadow
land, and asking that they may not be excluded from the

benefit of the thirteenth section of the Act of the 21st

April, 1855.

The President

Laid before Council a communication from Charles

M'Cowan, Commissioner of Highways, offering the names of

Henry Sailor and Thomas Hartley as his securities.

Also,

A communication from Alexander Gwin, Commissioner

55
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of Highways, offering the following-named persons as his

securities, to wit: Samuel M'Menamy and Elijah J. Fox.

Also,

A communication from George Myers, Commissioner

of Highways, offering the names of David Woelpper and

Lewis Bitting as his securities.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Also,

Laid before Council the following communication from

the Board of Health.

Health Office, )

Philada., August 14, 1855.
j

At a meeting of the Board of Health, held this day,

the following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved,, That Springet street, between Twentieth and

Twenty-first streets, is a nuisance, prejudicial to health, and
should be removed !3y filling up or otherwise, and that City

Councils be requested to fill up or grade the same forth-

with.

Resolved, That the Clerk send the above resolution to

City Councils, and also the Supervisors of the Highways.

(Extract from the Minutes.) *

Saml. p. Marks,

Clerk.

Also, the following

:

Health Office, )

Philada., August 11, 1855.
(

At a meeting of the Board of Health, held this day,

the following resolution, was adopted

:

Resolved, That Hall and Montgomery streets, are nui-

sances prejudicial to the public health, and that the same be

referred to the City Comicil for grading, curbing, &c., and
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that the attention of the CommLssiouer of Highways, be
called to the condition of the same.

(Extract from the Miimtes.)

Saml. p. Marks,

Clerh.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Highways.

xVlso, the following :

Health Office,

Philada., August 7, 1855.

At a meeting of the Board of Health, held this day,

the following resolutions were adopted:

Resolved^ That the Dead-House and Burial Ground, be-

longing to the City, at Francisville, is a nuisance prejudicial

to health.

Resolved, That the Committee of Councils on Health,

be requested to furnish the Superintendent of City Burial

Ground at Francisville, with 200 lbs. of Chloride of Lime,
for the removal of said nuisance, and that the Clerk furnish

Councils with a copy of the above.

(Extract from the Minutes.)

Saml. P. Marks,

Clerh.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Health.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Finance beg leave to offer the fol-

lowing; resolution to advertise " An Ordinance to authorize
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a loan to pay claims against, and to defray expenses of the

Corporation," and ask the adoption of the resolution.

Tiios. Craven,

Chairman.

Wm. B. R. Selby,

John Welsh,
Alg'n S. Roberts,
0. p. cornman,
James Davenport,
P. A. Keyser.

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorized and required

to publish, in two daily newspapers of this City, daily, for

four weeks, the ordinance presented to Common Council,

on this sixteenth day of August, 1855, entitled " An Ordi-

nance to authorize a loan to pay claims against, and to de-

fray expenses of the Corporation, and the said^ Clerk, at

the stated meeting of Councils, after the expiration of four

weeks from the first day of said publication, shall present

to this Council one of each of the said newspapers for

every day in which the same shall have been made.

The ordinance was then read. (^Appendix, No. 29.)
" An Ordinance to authorize a loan to pay claims against,

and to defray expenses of the Corporation."

On motion,

•Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.

And on the question of agreeing to the same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. M'Cleary
and Manuel.

And before being ordered,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to strike out " two daily newspapers,"

and insert the " North American, Daily News and Daily
Sun."

Which amendment was declared out of order.
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Mr. Gordon

Appealed from the decision of the Chair, but subse-

quently withdrew the same.

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and were :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Davenport Davis, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Henry,
Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham, Par-

ker, Preston, Boberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell,

Willctts.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius,

Chester, Dougherty, Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, Mar-
tin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),
Murphy, M'Cleary, Patterson, Roberts (T. J), Stevenson,

Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 30 ; nays 27.

It was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, presented
the following report

:

To the Select and Common Qouncils

:

The Committee on Highw^ays, to whom was referred a
petition of citizens, complaining of the delay in repairing

the Gray's Ferry Bridge,

Report that said repairs are being done by the Phila-

delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Company ; the

work is nearly completed, and will be opened for travel on
^londay next.

Y'our Committee also report, for the information of
Councils, that by an x\ct of the Legislature, passed March
16th, 1839, the County Commissioners, subject to the ap-

proval of the County Board, were authorized to contract

with the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad
Company to make the Gray's Ferry Bridge free for pas-
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sengcr travel. The Company to be bound to " maintain,

keep, liglit, repair, watch and superintend said bridge and

its appurtenances, from thae to time and all times for ever,

at their own proper cost and charge, and to make such rules

and regulations for the preservation and security of the

said bridge as may be necessary to preserve a safe passage

over the same at all times, free of toll or other charges."

In accordance Avith the above authority, the County
Commissioners made a contract, and paid the sum of S55.000
to said Company, the provisions of which are presumed to

be in accordance with those named in the Act, as the con-

tract is not in the possession of the Department of High-

ways or the present County Commissioners ; and although

diligent search has been made for it, it has not been found.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman

,

W. H. Stokes,

Thomas J. Roberts,

D. C. Enos,

0. P. CORNMAN,
John A. Houseman,
B. R. Miller,

W. B. R. Selby.

Committee Room, Aug. IQtli, 1855.

Which was read, when

Mr. Hassinger

Moved that the report be re-committed to the Commit-

tee, with instructions to consult the City Solicitor relative

to the contract.

Which was agreed to.

Also, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways, to Avhom Avas referred a

petition, asking that Fourth street, from Market to Chest-

nut, may be repaved, and that it may be done with cubical

blocks of stone,
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Report that, upon examination, they find the said

square is much in need of re-paving, and they recommend
that it be done forthwith. With regard to the using of

stone blocks, they would recommend their being used, pro-

vided the owners of property first agree to pay the addi-

tional expense of such re-paving over one dollar per square

yard.

Annexed is a resolution to that effect.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson",

Chairman.

W. H. Stokes,

Thos. J. Roberts,
D. C. Enos,

0. p. cornman,
Jno. a. Houseman,
B. R. Miller,

W. B. R. Selby.

Committee Rooyn, Aug. IQtJi, 1855.

Resolved, That the Department of Highways be, and
they are hereby directed to repave Fourth street, from
Market to Chestnut street, said paving to be done with

stone blocks, provided, the owners of property on said square

first agree to pay the expense of said paving, over and
above one dollar per square yard, otherwise said square to

be paved with pebble stone.

Which was twice read.

And on the question of agreeing to the same,

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to strike out all after the word " yard."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved that the further consideration of the resolution

be postponed.
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On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Stevenson and Conrad.

And being ordered, Avere as folloAvs :

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Bremer, Brouse,
Bockius, Butler, Freeman, Fuller, Gordon, Grayson, Han-
cock, Hassinger, Henry, Levering, King, Mascher, Miller

(J. Washington), Murphy, O'iSeill, Patterson, Roberts
(Spencer), Stevenson, Vanhorn, Willetts, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Borie, Broomall, Chester, Conrad,
Craven, Davenport, Dougherty, Dyer, Enos, Gibson, Green,
Houseman, Manuel, Marsh, ]Martin, Millor (Andrew), Miller

(Hiram), M'Cleary, M'Mullen, Parham, lloberts (C. B.),

Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Taylor, Treadwell, AVelsh.

Yeas 25 ; nays 31.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the resolution as amended,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Chester

and Stevenson.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Chester, Conrad, Craven,

Davenport, Davis, Dougherty, Dyer, Enos, Gibson, Gray-
son, Green, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (An-
drew), Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Pres-

ton, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Taylor,

Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse,

Bockius, Butler, Freeman^ Fuller, Gordon, Hancock, Has-

singer, Henry, Levering, Martin, Mascher, Miller (J.

Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Ste-

venson, Winship.

Yeas 35 ; nays 28.

It was agreed to.
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The Mayor's Clerk being introduced, presented the

following message :

Mayor's Office,

Philadelphia, August 16, 1855.

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia

:

Gentlemen :—I have signed and approved the follow-

ing ordinances and resolution, viz :

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to the Superintendent of Trusts for the purposes

therein mentioned."

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an

appropriation to pay for certain expenses connected with

the lighting of the City."

Resolution entitled " Resolution adopted by Select

and Common Councils of the City of Philadelphia, on the

second day of August, A. D., eighteen hundred and fifty-

five."

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to authorize the

construction of a Culvert in Wood street."

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation for the use of the Trustees of the ice boat."

R. T. Conrad,
Mayor.

Mr. O'Neill

Called for the orders of the day, being bill No. 17,

Common Council File, entitled " An Ordinance for the re-

duction of the salaries of certain officers."

The ordinance being on second reading,

Mr. Hancock

]Moved that Council resolve itself into a Committee of

the Whole on the consideration of the bill.

Mr. Berry

Moved to amend, to postpone the further consideration

of the same.

56
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On this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded
by Messrs. Winship and Biddle.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Dyer, Enos,

Fuller, Gibson, Green, Houseman, Manuel, Marsh, Parker,

Sandgran, Treadwell.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bid-

die, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Davis, Free-

man, Grayson, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry, Levering,

King, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram),
Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, M'Mullen,

O'Neill, Parham, Patterson, Preston, Roberts (C. B.),

Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor,

Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Yeas 20 ; nays 38.

Which was not agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

Council then resolved itself into a Committee of the

Whole (Mr. Patterson in the chair) on the consideration of

the bill, and after some time spent therein the Committee

arose and reported the bill with amendments.

The report was accepted.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Winship and Freeman.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Y''eas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Broomall, Conrad,

Craven, Davis, Dyer, Freeman, Gibson, Green, Henry,
Houseman, King, Manuel, Parham, Parker, Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bid-

die, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Chester, Da-

venport, Enos, Fuller, Gordon, Grayson, Hancock, Hassin-
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ger, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hi-
ram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, Patter-

son, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor,

Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Yeas 18 ; nays 33.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Winship

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the or-

dinance to offer a resolution, and

On the motion being agreed to, offered the following :

Resolved, That when this Chamber adjourn, it adjourns

to meet on Monday next, at three o'clock, P.M., and that

ordinance No. 16, Common Council File, be made the order

of the day.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to a second reading of the

same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Winship
and Mascher.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bid-

die, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Hancock,
Hassinger, Henry, Martin, Mascher, Miller, (Andrew), Mil-

ler (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary,

O'Neill, Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Ste-

venson, Taylor, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Broomall, Chester,

Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,
Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Houseman,
King, Manuel, Marsh, Parham, Parker, Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Willetts.

Yeas 27 ; nays 25.

It was agreed to.

The resolution was read a second time, when
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Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, by substituting the following in lieu

thereof:

Resolved, That whem we adjourn, we adjourn to meet on

the first Thursday in September.

Which was ruled out of order.

Mr. Manuel

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Fuller and Berry.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas— Messrs. Berry, Binder, Broomall, Chester,

Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Free-

man, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Houseman, King,

Manuel, Marsh, Parham, Parker, Roberts (Spencer), Sand-

gran, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bid-

die, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Fuller, Han-
cock, Hassinger, Henry, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, Patterson,

Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor,

Welsh, Winehip.

Yeas 24; nays 26.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the re-

solution, and that it be laid on the table.

Mr. Patterson

Moved a call of the previous question, and was sustained

by the following members rising, viz

:

Messrs. Patterson, Biddle, Winship, Martin, Mascher,

Murphy, M'Cleary, T. J. Roberts, Brouse and Hancock.
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And on the question " Shall the main question be now
put?"

It was agreed to.

The main question being to postpone and lay upon the

table,

It was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolu-

tion,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Fuller

and Winship.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton,

Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Hancock,

Hassinger, Henry, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Mil-

ler (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patter-

son, Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs, Berry, Binder, Broomall, Chester,

Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,

Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Grreen, Houseman, King,

Manuel, Marsh, Moore, Parham, Parker, Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Willetts.

Yeas 25 ; nays 26.

It was not agreed to.

On motion,

Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, August 23d, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from the Trustees of the First

Presbyterian Church of Mantua, Twenty-fourth Ward, re-

monstrating against the widening of Thirty-fifth street.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Surveys and Regulations.

Mr. Dougherty

Presented a petition from owners ofproperty on Charles

street. First Ward, asking that said street may be widened
to a uniform width of thirty feet.

Which was referred to the Committee on Surveys,

&c., without reading.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Presented a petition from the ofiicers and members of

the Independence Engine Company, asking an appropriation

to enable them to purchase additional hose, and finish their

engine house.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Trusts and Fire' Department.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a communication from the Secretary of the

Wagner Free Institute of Science, asking the use of two un-

occupied rooms on the lower floor of Spring Garden Hall for

the purpose of storage and class rooms for the instruction of

students.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on City

Property.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a bill from Messrs. Birkinbine and Trotter,
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for gas lamps and posts furnished and erected in German-
town.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Gas
Works.

Mr. Brouse

Presented a petition of citizens calling attention to the

dangerous condition of the bridge over the Tacony creek,

at Whitaker's mill.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways
without reading;.

Mr. Steelling

Presented a petition from citizens remonstrating against

the passage of any ordinance prohibiting the hawking of

vegetables, &c.

Which was referred to the Committee on Markets
without reading.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the

securities of the Commissioner of Markets, Superintendent

of City Railroads, and Commissioners of Highways, have

examined the same, and oiFer the annexed resolution, and

ask its adoption.

Thomas Craven,
Chairman.

W. C. Patterson,

Alg'n S. Roberts,

James Davenport,
Wm. B. R. Selby.

John Welsh,
0. p. cornman,

Besolved, That Select and Common Councils approve

of Lester D. Fuller and George S. Powell as securities of
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Charles C. Wilson, Commissioner of Markets ; Charles Neff
and Rudolph Neff, as securities of John Neff, Superintendent

of Cit}' Railroads ; Henry Sailor and Thomas Hartley, as

securities of Charles M'Cowan, Commissioner of Highways
;

David Woelpper and Lewis Bitting, as securities of George
Meyers, Commissioner of Highways ; Charles F. Ashmead
and Hillary Krickbaum, as securities of Frederick Em-
hardt, Commissioner of Highways, and Samuel M'Menamy
and Elijah J. Fox, as securities for Alexander Gwin, Com-
missioner of Highways, and that the Solicitor be directed

to draw the necessary bonds.

Which was twice read, considered, and adopted.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, &c., pre-

sented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred

the amioxed resolution relative to notifying property hold-

ers to curb and pave footway's, report the same back with

additions, and recommend that the same be passed. Although

it embraces a large number of squares, in many cases, more
than half is already paved, and it is due to those who have
made improvements, that vacant spaces in the footwalks

should be filled up.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibsox,

Chairman.
W. H. Stokes,

D. C. Enos,

0. p. cornman,
Jno. a. Houseman,
B. R. Miller,

W. B. R. Selby,

August 16, 1855.

Mesolved, That the o-\vners of property fronting on the

following named streets, be required to curb and pave the

footways, in conformity to an ordinance to regulate the man-
57



450 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Aug. 23,

ner of paving the streets in the City of Philadelphia, and

to provide for the payment of the expense thereof, viz

:

Twentieth street, between Callowhill and Parrish- streets.

Twenty-first street, between Callowhill and Coates streets.

Twenty-second street, between Callowhill and Parrish

streets.

Twenty-third street, between Callowhill and Brown streets.

Eighteenth street, between Pennsylvania avenue and Coates

street.

Fifteenth street, between Hamilton and Ridge avenue.

Sixteenth street, between Coates and Ridge avenue.

Hamilton street, betAveen Fifteenth and Callowhill streets.

Fairview street, between Broad and Twentieth streets.

Spring Garden street, between Eighteenth and Twenty-fifth

streets.

Centre street, between Nineteenth and Twentieth streets.

Washington street, between Fifteenth and Twentieth, and
between Twenty-first and Twenty-third streets.

Wallace street, between Sixteenth and Nineteenth, and be-

tween Twenty -first and Twenty-third streets.

North street, between Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets.

Springet street, between Twentieth and Twenty-first streets.

Brown street, between Fifteenth and Francis streets, and
between Twenty-second and Twenty-fourth, and be-

tween Nineteenth and Corinthian avenue.

West street, between Coates and Parrish streets.

Becket street, between Sixteenth and Seventeenth streets.

Taylor street, between Pratt and Brown streets.

Nineteenth street, between Coates and Ridge avenue.

Thompson street, between Sixth and Broad streets.

Columbia avenue, between Seventh and Broad streets.

Oxford street, between Sixth and Eighth, and betAveen

Tenth and Broad streets.
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Marshall street, between Thompson and Oxford streets.

Twelfth street, from Stiles to Columbia avenue.

Mervine street, from Thompson to Montgomery street.

Cadwalader street, from Jefferson to Columbia avenue.

Robinson street, between Jefferson and Columbia avenue.

Margaret street, between Poplar and Girard avenue.

Clinton street, between Poplar and Girard avenue.

Two streets between TAvelfth and Thirteenth streets, from
Jefferson to Columbia avenue.

Cabot street, between Eighteenth and Nineteenth streets.

Cambridge street, between Carlisle and Ridge avenue.

Tyler street, between Poplar and Girard avenue.

York street, from Germantown road to Sixth street.

Seventh street, from York street to Germantown road.

Lehigh avenue, from Sixth street to Germantown road.

Parker street, from Adams to Cumberland street.

Adams street, Frankford.

Seventh street, from Reed to Moore street.

Which was read twice, and being under consideration,

Mr. Manuel

Moved to amend, to add " Master street, from Twelfth

to Broad street."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved to amend, to add " Green street, from Thir-

teenth to Broad street."

Which was agreed to.

And the resolution as amended was agreed to.
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Also, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred

the annexed draft of an ordinance relating to the sinking of

wells, and the erection of pumps in certain localities, report

the same back, Avith a recommendation that it be negatived.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson,

CJiai7'man.

W. H. Stokes,

Thomas J. Roberts,

D. C. Ends,

0. P. CORNMAN,
John A. Houseman,
B. R. Miller,

W. B. R. Selby.

August 15th, 1855.

An ordinance relating to the sinking of wells and the

erection of pumps in certain localities.

Section I. The Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia do ordain, That it shall be the duty of

the Department of liigliAvays from time to time, on the

presentation of petitions signed by of the whole num-

ber of the property owners along any public highway in the

rural wards of the City, or in the rural portions of the

suburban wards, to cause wells to be sunk and pumps to be

erected, (under the direction of the Chief Surveyor or his

assistants, ) in any of such highways wherein the Schuylkill

or Delaware water has not been mtroduced, and where no

measures have been taken for the introduction of the same.

Which report was read and accepted.

Also,

Presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report a resolution to

approve the vacation of a portion of Turner's lane, as pro-
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vided for by Act of Assembly, the provisions of the Act
having been complied with.

Respectfully submitted.

Jambs M. Gibson,

Chairman.

W. H. Stokes,

Thomas J. Roberts,
D. C. Enos,
0. p. cornman.
Jno. a. Houseman,
B. R. jMiller,

Wm. B. R. Selby.

Aug. 16, 1855.

A resolution relating to the vacation of Turner's lane.

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, that the said Councils do hereby con-

sent to the vacation of Turner's lane from Schuylkill Third
street to Schuylkill Fifth street, in the late District and
Township of Penn, as they are authorized by an act of the

General Assembly, approved May 8, 1854, entitled "An
Act to vacate parts of Timber and Turner's lanes, in the

County of Philadelphia."

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Also, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred

petitions for the construction of culverts in various sections

of the City, deeming it proper and expedient that some ac-

tion should at once be taken to remedy the evil under which
the petitioners now labor, respectfully report a resolution,

annexed, authorizing them to bring in a bill making provi-

sion for a loan, to be appropriated for the construction of
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such culverts for public drainage, as may be recommended
by the Board of Surveys, and approved of by Councils.

Respectfully submitted.

JaxAies M. Gibson,

Chairman.

0. p. cornman,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

W. H. Stokes,

B. R. Miller,

Wm. B. R. Selby,

Geo. a. Binder,

D. C. Enos.

August 23, 1855.

Resolved^ That the Committee on Public Highways be,

and they are hereby authorized and directed to report to

Councils an ordinance providing for the creation of a loan

for one hundred thousand dollars, the proceeds thereof to be

appropriated to defray the expense of construction of such

culverts as may be ordered by Councils.

Which was read twice, and

On the question of agreeing to the same.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gibson

and Fuller.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bishop, Dyer, Enos,

Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hoppel, King, Manuel,

Sandgran, Steelling, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton,

Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Conrad, Craven, Davenport,

Davis, Dougherty, Freeman, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry,

Knorr, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram),

Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Ridgway, Taylor, Treadwell,

Yanhorn, Winship.

Yeas 15 ; nays 32.

It was not agreed to.
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Mr. Green,

From the Committee on Police, presented the following

report

:

To the Select and Common Councils.

The Committee on Police, to whom was referred the

petition of George H. Wilson and other parties, the proprie-

tors of Hackney Coaches, beg leave to submit the accom-

panying ordinance, and ask that the same may be adopted.

T. W. HiGGINS,

A. W. Green,
Lewis Bremer,
0. p. cornman,
Ab'm Baker,
James Davenport,
Jno. Welsh,
A. D. Caldwell.

Committee Room, Aug. 16, 1855.

An ordinance, supplemental to an ordinance, entitled

" An Ordinance relating to Hackney Carriages," approved

the tenth day of May, A. D,, 1855.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the bill.

The first section was agreed to.

The second section was agreed to.

The third section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Mr. Gordon

From the Committee on Trusts and Fire Department,
presented the following report

:

The Committee on Trusts and Fire Department have

considered the proposition in relation to the steam fire
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engine " Young America," presented to Councils, August
16, 1855, by J. Cowperthwait, Stephen Colwell, William

V. Pettit, and Henry D. Sherrerd, trustees of sundry citi-

zens ; they have also had an interview with the abpve

named, and report in favor of the proposition giving to the

City the steam fire engine " Young America."

Your Committee ask the adoption of the following reso-

lution :

Resolved, That the steam fire engine " Young
America" be accepted from the "Trustees" and placed in

the hands of the Chief Engineer of the Fire Department,

who shall under the direction and management of the Com-
mittee on Fire Department and Trusts, make all proper

arrangement to place the steam engine m serviceable condi-

tion at as early a day as possible.

George F. Gordon,
Jno. Welsh,
John M'Whorter,
Jno. K. Knorr,
Nathan Hilles,

A. D. Caldwell,
James M. Gibson.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Hancock

Moved to amend by adding the following :
" Provided

the said engine be made over to the City in fee simple."

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on agreeing to the resolution,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Ridg-

yfa,y and Fuller.

And being ordered were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Barton, Berry, Binder, Bilyeu,

Bishop, Bockius. Bumra, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Daven-

port, Dougherty, Dmik, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gib-

son, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Henry, Houseman, King,

Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Miller (Andrew), IMiller

(Hiram), M'Mullen, Parker, Patterson, Preston, Roberts
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(T. J.), Sanclgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Borie, Bremer,
Bro'use, Craven, Davis, Hancock, Hassinger, Mascher, Mil-

ler (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Clearj, O'Neill,

Ridgway, Stevenson, Taylor, Winship.

Yeas 42 ; nays 18.

It was agreed to.

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Moved a suspension of the rules, to take up an ordi-

nance to make an appropriation to the Fire Department, on
the President's desk.

Which Avas not agreed to.

Mr. Willetts

Moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose of offering

a resolution.

Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend by moving " a general suspension."

The amendment was not agreed to, and

The motion was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman,

Chairman of the Committee on Poor, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Poor, to which was referred the re-

solution of the Board of Guardians, asking for an additional

appropriation of seventy-five thousand five hundred dollars,

for the balance of the year 1855, report

:

In the beginning of the year 1855, the Board of Guar-
dians of the Poor submitted an estimate of the amount re-

quisite to carry the department through the year. This es-

timate asked for an appropriation of $242,882 25. The
amount appropriated by Councils was $205,882, being a

deduction of $37,000 from the estimate. Inconsequence of

58
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this deduction, the augmented cost of provisions over the

anticipated price, with the large increase of population in

the hou^e over the number -which constituted the basis of

the estimate, in addition to the unusual demand for out-door

relief, attributable to the length and severity of the winter,

the depression in business, and consequent scarcity of em-

ployment for laborers, this department is now without a dol-

lar to its credit, while it has (as may be seen by reference

to its last census) eighteen hundred sick, infirm, insane,

and impoverished human beings to feed.

The out-door relief must also cease, although the pre-

sumption arises that many who are now aided by small

•weekly stipends to obtain a subsistence not quite offered

them by their labours will by this measure become perma-

nent burthens to the community.

Your Committee in view of these facts, find it impossi-

ble to resist the conviction that this appropriation is impera-

tively demanded by the wants of the department, and they

therefore also report an ordinance hereto annexed, but in

the present exhausted state of the Treasury they refrain

from any recommendation as to its passage, unless provision

for the payment of the money be made at the same time.

James A. Freeman,
AVm. B. R. Selky,

John Dyer,
a. b. ashton,
Alg'n S. Roberts,

J. F. Mascher,
J. L. Hancock.

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Guar-

dians of the Poor, for the year 1855. (Appendix^ No. 30.)

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance, when

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof,

and that it be printed for the use of the members.
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AVhich was agreed to.

Mr. Bishop,

Chairman of the Committee on Port Wardens, Public

Landings and Wharves, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Port Wardens, Public Landings and
Wharves, beg leave to offer the annexed resolution, and ask

its adoption

:

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Wharves and
Landings be directed to draw warrants in favor of the fol-

lowing, said amounts to be paid out of the appropriation for

cleansing docks, made to the Department, approved the

twelfth day of February, A. D. 1855, to wit: The sum of

three hundred and two dollars and sixty cents, in favor of

John M. Coleman, for State tax on public wharves for the

3'-ear 1854 ; the sum of forty-four dollars and sixty-seven

cents in favor of the Treasurer of the Gloria Dei Church
for ground rent on Christian street wharf; the sum of two

hundred and sixty dollars in favor of Thomas Merritt, for

repairing Callowhill street wharf; and the sum of sixteen

dollars and ninety-six cents in favor of George J. Hamilton,

for taxes for the year 1853^ on Shackamaxon street wharf.

S. S. Bishop,

Chairman.

Joseph L. Chester,
Wm. M. Baird,
John Fuller, Jr.,

Alex. Martin,
Samuel C. Willetts,
Albert B. Ashton,
John Welsh,

Philadelphia, Aug. 16, 1855.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Select Council concurred.
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The Clerk of the Mayor being introduced, presented

the following message in writing :

Mayor's Office,
)

Philadelphia, Aug. 23, 1855.
\

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia.

Gentlemen :—I have approved and signed the follow-

ing resolution and ordinance, viz. :

" A Resolution to provide for the endorsement by the

City Treasurer of all warrants on the Treasury, and for the

payment of six per cent, interest on such warrants."

"An Ordinance to provide for the issue of certificates

of debt in payment of road damages, and to pay the contract

price of the Fire Alarm and Police Telegraph.

R. T. Conrad,
Mai/or.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Department of Water Works be au-

thorized to grant the use of water free of charge to the

Philadelphia Society for promoting agriculture during their

public exhibition, in the month of September next, provided

that the said society lay the pipes and make the necessary

connections at their own cost, under the supervision of the

Chief Engineer.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Surveyor of the Eleventh and
Twelfth Surveying Districts be directed to proceed to lay

out and finish the town plot commenced by the Commission-

ers on Survey, appointed as per Act of Assembly, April 3,

1851, and to establish the grades on the same, and also, on
those sections laid out by authority of said Commissioners.

Which was twice read, and

On motion of Mr. King,

Was referred to the Committee of Surveys, &c.
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Mr. Fuller

Offered the following resolution :

JResolved, That the Commissioner of City property be

instructed to have the cupola of Moyamensing Hall repaired,

and the clock belonging to the said Plall restored to its pro-

per place.

Which was read twice,

And on the question of agreeing to the resolution,

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend, to strike out " Commissioner of City

Property be instructed," and insert " Committee on City

Property be instructed to inquire into the expediency of

having."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Fuller and Gibson, and being ordered were as fol-

lows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bremer, Bumm, Butler, Chester, Con-

rad, Davis, Grayson, Green, King, Parker, Patterson,

Steelling, Stevenson.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Berry,

Binder, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Craven, Dougherty, Dunk,

Dyer, JEnos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Hancock, Hassinger,

Henry, Houseman, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), Miller, (Hiram), Murphy, M'Cleary,

M'Mullen, O'Neill, Preston, Ridgway, Sandgran, Taylor,

Vanhorn, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 13 ; nays 37.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Conrad

Moved to amend by adding " Provided that the same

shall not exceed one hundred dollars."

Mr. Borie

Moved to amend the amendment by striking out " one

hundred dollars and inserting two hundred."

Which was agreed to.
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The amendment as amended was then agreed to.

And the resolution as amended was adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Gibson

Offered the following resolution :

Mesolved, That the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-
partment be, and the}' are hereby required to inquire into

the expediency of procuring a house wherein to locate the
steam fire engine, and the probable annual expenses of
maintaining the apparatus in perfect working order, and re-

port the same to Councils.

Which was twice read, and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Marsh

Offered the following resolution

:

ReKolved, That the Committee on Highways be and
they are hereby requested to notify Henry Bickley the

contractor, to cleanse all the streets, lanes, and alleys, of

the old city proper, to have the inlets and streets cleansed

according to his contract once a week, as very many of the

streets are not cleansed for the space of a month, and the

gutters are in a very filthy condition, and if allowed to con-

tinue in the present condition, during the hot season, it will

be very detrimental to the health of the citizens.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. M'Mullcn

Offered the following resolution :

Mesolved, That the property owners on Unity street

from Main to Sellers, Pine street, from Main to Adams,
Orchard street, from Church to Mill, Adams street, from

Main to Pine, be and they are hereby authorized to have the

said streets curbed and paved, provided that the same shall be

done under the supervision of the Department of Highways,

and provided further, that the City shall not be at any ex-

pense for the same except for the intersection thereof.
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Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Mesolved, That the southeast section of Penn Square

be granted to the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, for

their annual exhibition in September next, subject to such

restrictions as the Commissioner of City Property may deem
requisite to protect the trees, shrubbery, &c.; provided, also,

that any expense incurred for that purpose be at the cost of

said society.

"Which was twice read, when

Mr. Henry

Moved to refer the said resolution to the Committee on

City Property, with instructions to report whether the

public squares dedicated by the founder of this City, to

" public uses," can be legally occupied for other purposes.

Which was not agreed to.

The question being on the adoption of the resolution,

It was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had concurred in the bill, entitled

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Fire De-

partment," Avith the following amendments.

Section 1. To strike out the words " thirty thousand

eight hundred and eight dollars and thirty-two cents," and

insert " twenty-three thousand eight hundred and three dol-

lars and thirty-two cents."

Strike out " United" in the sixth line, in twelfth line to

strike out the word " Germantown" and insert " Roxbo-

rough," in twenty-second line to strike out the words " for

the amount due each of them."

Section 2. To strike out all of the section from the

" first line to the fifteenth inclusive."
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Section 4. To strike out eighth and tenth lines. In

fourth line, to insert after engine, the words " three hun-

dred and," and strike out the word " seven," and insert the

word " two."

New section, 8. That five hundred dollars be appropri-

ated for the purchase of hose, to be used in the Twenty

-

fourth Ward.

Which was read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved that this Council non-concur in the amendments,

and insist upon their bill.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Offered the following resolution:

JResolved, That the property owners on Market street,

between Fortieth and Forty-second streets, be authorized

to pave said street, under the direction of the Chief Com-
missioner of Highways, provided that the City shall be at

no expense for paving the same, except the crossmgs.

Which was read twice.

And on the question of agreeing to the same,

Mr. Patterson

Moved to refer the resolution to the Committee on

Highways.

Which was agreed to:

Mr. Parker

Read in place and presented to the Chair, a bill enti-

tled " An ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

work on the Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph, by virtue of

a certain contract." (^Appendix No. 31.)

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the same, when
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Mr. Freeman

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the bill,

and that it be printed for the use of the members.

Which was not agreed to.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.
'''

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

The bill having been so prepared,

Mr. Parker

Moved to suspend the rules which forbid the reading of

a bill twice on the same day, and that the bill be read a
third time.

Which he subsequently Avithdrew.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

WJiereas, The Mayor and Council of the City of

Rochester, New York, intend visiting this City on official

business, therefore

Resolved, That the courtesies of the City be, and they

are hereby extended to them during their sojourn, and that

a Committee be appointed, to consist of the Chairmen of the

various Standing Committees, together with the Presidents

of both chambers, to extend to them any information they

may be desirous of obtaining.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

And the preamble was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Hiram Miller,

Council adjourned.

59
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THURSDAY, Aug. 30th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, A. J.,
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Mr. Bumm
Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property on Lewis
street, asking the privilege of paving said street at their

own proper cost, subject to the supervision of the Depart-

ment of Highways.

Also,

Presented one of similar import, from owners of pro-

perty on Fisher street, between Eighth and Ninth streets.

Which were referred to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Presented a petition from citizens and voters of the

eighth division of the Third Ward, asking a change of the

place of holding the elections in said division.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Law.

Mr. Baird

Presented a petition from Emil Matthieu, asking the

vacation of Lombard street, in front of his premises, as a
market stand for wagons, &c.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Markets.

Mr. Steelling

Presented a petition from citizens residing on the line

of the Parrish street culvert, asking that immediate steps

may be taken to thoroughly abate the frequent and very

destruetive street freshets, to which they are at present sub-

jected, in consequence of insufficient culverting.

Which was read and referred to the Special Committee

having charge of that subject.
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Also,

Presented a petition from Charles Bird, Esq., asking

indemnification for certain damages which he has sustained

by having the foundation wall of his dwelling house thrown

down on two occasions, by the great excess of surface drain-

age to the Parrish street culvert.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Law.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Presented a petition from owners of property on Wal-
lace street, between ISixteenth and Nineteenth streets, ask-

ing that gas lamps may be placed on said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Mr. C. B. Roberts

Presented a petition from the President and Secretary

of the Globe Engine Company, on behalf of said Company,
soliciting a donatio* of six hundred feet of new hose.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Trusts and Fire Department.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a petition from citizens of the first precinct

of the Twenty-first Ward, protesting against any change in

the place of holding the elections of said precinct.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Law.

Mr. Gay

Presented a petition from property owners of the Six-

teenth and Seventeenth Wards, asking the construction of

a culvert over the Qohocksink creek, from Sixth to Front

streets.

Also,

Presented a petitton from property holders, asking the

construction of a culvert over Cohocksink creek, along

Thompson street, from Apple to Sixth street.
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Which were read and referred to the Committee on

Highways.

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Presented a petition from citizens and tax payers of

the first and second precincts of Twenty-second Ward, late

the township of Bristol, remonstrating against being con-

sidered otherwise than as a rural district as contemplated

by the Act of Consolidation and its supplements.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Presented three petitions of similar import, from the

citizens and tax payers of the first and second precincts of

the same Ward.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on

Finance, without reading.

Mr. Bnos

Presented a petition from owners of property on Lex-

ington street and the Haverford road, in the Twenty-fourth

Ward, asking to have the water pipes laid in said Lexington

street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works,

without reading.

The President

Laid before Council a petition from the voters of the

fourth precinct of the Eleventh Ward, asking a change of

the place of holding the elections of said precinct.

Which was referred to the Committee op Law, without

reading.

Also, the following:

Health Office,

Philadelphia, Aug. 30, 1855.

To the President and Members of the Select and Common
Councils

:

Gentlemen :—By direction of the Board of Health,
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I herewith transmit a copy of a preamble and resolution

passed by the Board yesterday.

Your ob't serv't,

Samuel P. Marks,

Clerk of Board of Health.

'^'
WJtereas, By the Act of Consolidation, approved Feb.

2d, 1854, it becomes the duty of the Board of Health to

pay into the City Treasury all sums of money due, payable

to or received by them ; And tvhereas, by an ordinance of

Councils, adopted October, 1854, it is made the duty of

the health officer to return to the City Controller, twice in

each week, an account of each item of the money received

by him, and immediately after making such return, pay the

amount to the City Treasurer ; and ivhereas, in strict con-

formity thereto, the health officer acting under the direction

of this Board, has handed over to the Treasurer every

week, up to this date, the mean sum of four hundred and
forty-two dollars and thirty cents, being the receipts into

this office for each successive week, amounting in the ag-

gregate to twenty-two thousand nine hundred and ninety-

nine dollars and seventy-one cents ; and whereas, owin^ to

the present embarrassed state of the finances of the City,

and an exhausted treasury, the warrants drawn by this

Board for some time past, properly signed and counter-

signed, have not been paid, the result of which protest is,

in many instances, a serious obstruction to the sanitary

operations of the Board of Health ; and whereas, it is the

opinion of this Board, after mature deliberation, that at a

season like the present, when the City is enjoying a more
than usual exemption from disease, and when the Board are

using all proper precautionary measures to keep the City,

in a sanitary point of view, in the most favorable condition

to preserve it from the introduction and ravages of epidemic

diseases, and from the fearful pestilence now decimating a

neighboring City, when it is the opinion of this Board that

their operations should not only be sustained by the City

authorities, but that no obstruction, either by implication or

sluggish action, should be laid in the way of their sanitary

efforts for searching out the causes of insalubrity or in re-

moving all fruitful sources of filth and disease, but above
every thing else, that at so important a crisis the financial
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operations of the Board should in no way or manner he ob-

structed or embarrassed, and inasmuch as the obligations

and responsibilities of this Board to the public at large, as

the guardians of the public health, are paramount to those

of every other, and believing further, that the community

will sustain them m every well ordered eifort, directly or

indirectly to preserve the health of the City, and unwilling

longer to act upon the removal of nuisances which are pre-

judicial to health, and which favor the introduction of pes-

tilential disease, as we are daily called upon to do, without

the pecuniary means at our command of carrying out those

wholesome protective regulations. Therefore, be it

Resolved, That in consideration of the emergency in

which this Board is placed, owing to their inability to com-

mand the appropriation made them for carrying out a pro-

per system of sanitary regulations so imperiously demanded
at this season of the year, in all good faith we make this

urgent appeal to Councils to co-operate with us in our efforts

to preserve the public health, by taking such action as will

place to our control and use, the receipts of the Health

office, until such time as the City treasury shall be replen-

ished, or otherwise make immediate arrangements for sup-

plying us with funds to continue those wholesome measures,

which in our judgment are necessary, and which shall be

most effectual for the public safety.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Finance.

Also, the following

:

Health Office,
\

Philadelphia, Aug. 25, 1855.
\

At a meeting of the Board of Health, held this day,

the following resolution was adopted

:

Resolved, That Bolton street be referred to the City

Councils, to remove the nuisance by grading, curbmg or

otherwise.

(Extract from the Minutes.)

Saml. p. Marks,
Cleric.
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Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, presented the

following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the

securities of Thomas Birch, Chief Commissioner of High-

ways, have examined into the same and offer the following

resolution, and ask its adoption.

Thos. Craven,
Chairman.

J. F. Knorr,
Alg'n S. Roberts.

Jno. Welsh,
James Davenport,
W. C. Patterson,
James C. Hand.

Resolved, That Select and Common Councils approve

of William Struthers and William H. Kern, as sureties for

Thomas Birch, Chief Commissioner of Highways, and the

Solicitor be directed to draw the bond.

Also,

Report back to Councils sundry certificates from Court,

awarded for the opening of streets, and request to have the

same referred to the Committee on Highways.

The resolution was twice read, considered and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, presented

the following report

:

To the President and Members of the Select and Common
Councils

:

Gentlemen: The Committee on Highways, &c., to

whom was referred the petition of James Harper & Co.,
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asking the right and privilege of putting in a culvert from

their property, on the south side of Girard Avenue to the

Thompson street culvert, with the privilege of entering the

same, deem the subject to be one requiring immediate at-

tention. They therefore submit the annexed ordinance, and

recommend the passage of the same.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.

D. C. Enos,

W. H. Stokes,

Alg'n S. Roberts.
Tiios. J. Roberts,

B. R. Miller,

0. p. cornman,
Wm. B. R. Selby,

Geo. a. Binder.

Committee Room, August 27, 1855.

An Ordinance to authorize the construction of a certain

culvert.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to amend on the third line, to insert after the

word " culvert," the words '' at their own expense."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then, by special order, read a third time, and

passed.

Select Council concurred.
*60
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Also, presented the following report

:

To the President and Members of the Select and Common
Councils

:

Gentlemen: The Committee on Highways, &c., to

"whom were referred certain petitions in favour of opening

streets in various parts of the City, respectfully submit the

folloAving resolution, and recommend the passage of the

same.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.

D. C. Ends,

W. H. Stokes,

Alct'n S. Roberts,
Thomas J. Roberts.
B. R. Miller,

0. P. Corxman,
W. P>. R. Selby,

Geo. a. Binder,

Committee .Room, Aug. 27, 1855.

"A Resolution to authorize notice to be given of the

intended opening of certain streets."

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, that the Chief Commissioner of High-

ways be, and he is hereby directed to give notice forthwith,

to the owners of the ground through and over which the fol-

lowing named streets are laid out on the plans hereafter

mentioned, that at the expiration of three months from said

notice, Councils will order the said streets within the limits

hereinafter mentioned, to be opened for public use, as they

are authorized by the seventh section of an Act of Assem-

bly, approved April 21, 1855, entitled " A Supplement to

the Act consolidating the City of Philadelphia," namely :

Sixth street, from Elwood's lane to lane leading from

the Rising Sun village to the Fox Chase, in Twenty-third

Ward, as the same is laid down on the plan of fourth section

Northern Liberties, between Ontario street and Bristol town-

ship line and Nineteenth and Front streets, dated 1843.
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Levering street, from Cresson street to Manayunk
avenue in the Twenty-first Ward, as the same is laid down
on the plan of the late Borough of Manayunk, dated Sep-
tember 10, 1842.

Poplar street-, from Ridge Avenue to Nineteenth street,

as the same is laid down on the plan of the tenth division of

the late district of Spring Garden, confirmed May 10, 1834.

Jeiferson street, from Greenwich to Mifflin street, Fifth

street, from M'Kean to Mifflin street, Sixth street, from
Moore to the south side of M'Kean street, McKean street,

from Fifth to the west side of Sixth street, and Mifflin street,

from Fifth to the west side of Sixth street, as the same are

laid down on the plan of the southern part of Moyamensing,
with ascents and descents, dated June 24, 1842.

Wharf street, from Davis' Landing to the Navy Yard,
and Church street, from Reed to Dickinson street, as the

same are laid down on the plan of the late district of South-

wark, of the date of the year 1788.

Bedford street, from Broad to Fifteenth street, as the

same is laid down on the northern district of the late Town-
ship of Moyamensing, of the date November, 1829.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Parham,

Chairman of the Committee on Trusts and Fire Depart-

ment, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Trusts and Fire Department beg

leave to report the accompanying bill, entitled "An Ordi-

nance to make an appropriation to the Superintendent of
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Trusts, for the purposes therein mentioned, and ask its adop-

tion.

Wm. M. Parkam,
Chairman.

0. H. P. Parker,
W. S. WiNsiiiP,

George F. Gordon,
Jno. M'Whorter,
Francis H. Duffee,
John Welsh,
A. D. Caldwell,
James M. Gibson.

Committee Room, Aug. 16, 1855.

"An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Super-

intendent of Trusts, fi)i the purposes therein mentioned."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the hill ordered to he prepared for a third reading.

It was then, hy special order, read a third time and
passed.

Also, presented the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

Gentlemen :—The Committee on Trusts and Fire De-

partment beg leave to report that they have had under con-

sideration a communication from the " Humane Fire Com-
pany," and have approved the same, and ofier the following

resolution

:
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Resolved, That the services of the Humane Fire Com-
pany be accepted, and they be admitted into the department.

Wm. M. Parham,
Chairman.

Geo. F. Gordon,
0. H. P. Parker,
A. D. Caldwell,
John Welsh,
John M'Whorter,
James M. Gibson,

W. S. WiNSHIP,

Which was read twice, considered and agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Select Council

Informed that they Lad passed a resolution relative to

certain contracts for cleansing the public streets.

Which was read, and

The report accompanying the same not having been
signed by the Committee from which it emanated, it was
declared out of order, and returned to Select Council.

Mr. Patterson,

Chairman of the Committee of Conference on the " Ordi-

nance relating to dogs running at large in the City of Phil-

adelphia," presented the following report:

To the Common Council :

The Committee on Conference relative to the bill enti-

tled " An ordinance to prevent dogs from running at large

in the City of Philadelphia," have agreed to the following

amendments :

Section I.—No. 1. To strike out " any dog," and insert

" the owner of any dog to suffer said dog."

No. 2. Insert, third line after Philadelphia, " except

the first, second and third divisions of the Twenty-fourth

Ward, and all the rural districts of the Twenty-first, Twenty-

second and Twenty-third Wards."
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No. 3. Insert, in fourth line after within, " the limits

as aforesaid of."

No. 5. To strike out in the eleventh and twelfth lines,

" the Mayor or."

No. 6. To insert, section second, fifth line, "that if"

before " any ;" and strike out in seventh line " without a

muzzle as aforesaid."

No. 8. Section third, as follows: That the Mayor is

hereby authorized to detail as many ofBcers as he may deem
necessary, whose duty it shall be to carry this ordinance

into effect by employing suitable persons to take up, kill

and bury all dogs and bitches found running at large in the

City of Philadelphia, when not within the exceptions of the

foregoing section, and for the services to be performed in

taking up, killing and burying each dog, the sum of one dol-

lar shall be paid.

New section, No. 4. In case of a demand on the part

of the owner within twenty-four hours from the time of the

arrest, the dog or bitch may be redeemed on the payment
of two dollars by the owner thereof, in addition to any
penalty or penalties which may have been incurred.

Section 5. Line fourth to sixth, agreed to strike out " or

shp.ll willfully or maliciously destroy or injure any private

jiroperty connected with the execution of this ordinance ;"

also, struck out " ten dollars," and inserted " one hundred dol-

lars ;" and struck out in the eighth and ninth lines " as debts

under one hundred dollars are by law recoverable." And
strike out " the fines so collected shall be paid into the

City Treasury."

And have agreed to section sixth as follows :

It shall be the duty of the Mayor'to give public notice,

to be published in two daily newspapers having the largest

circulation, on three alternate days for one week, imraedi-
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ately preceding the time fixed by this ordinance for enfor-

cing the same in each year.

W. C, Patterson,

Chairman.
D. S. Hassinger,
0. P. CORNMAN,
1. N. Marselis,
Wm. J. Wainwright,
Henry T. King.

Which was read and adopted.

Mr. Parker

Moved to proceed to the third reading of the bill en-

titled " An ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

work on the Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph, by virtue of

a certain contract."

Which was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time and passed.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to proceed to the second reading and considera-

tion of bill No. 18, Common Council File, entitled " An Or-
dinance to make an appropriation to the Guardians of the

Poor, for the year 1855."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Manuel and O'Neill.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,
Freeman, Fuller, Grayson, Green, King, Manuel, Mascher,
M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Preston, Roberts (C. B.), Rob-
erts (Spencer), Steelling, Treadwell, Welsh, Hacker,
President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Cra-

ven, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Lever-

ing, Knorr, Martin, Miller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Adams,
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M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson,

Taylor, Vanhorn, Winship.

Yeas 29 ; nays 30.

Which was not agreed to.

At this stage of the proceedings, the Mayor and Coun-

cil of the city of Rochester, New York, entered the cham-

ber, and were introduced to the members by the President.

Mr. Gordon,

Chairman of the Special Committee appointed mider

resolution, (page 119 of the Journal), to inquire whether or

not an iron fence could be constructed opposite each street

passed by locomotives, &c., presented a (partial) verbal re-

port, accompanied with a model for said purpose, and sub-

mitted the same for the examination of Councils.

Also,

Read in place and presented to the Chair, a bill enti-

tled " An Ordinance for the payment of damages for opening

Spring Garden street, in the Fifteenth Ward." {Apjoendixy

No. 32.)

Which was read, and on motion of

Mr. Patterson,

Referred to the Committee on Highways.

Mr. Parker

Oifered the following resolution

:

Mesolved, That the Mayor be requested to call a meet-

ing of the citizens of Philadelphia, without distinction of

party, to take into consideration the late fatal disaster on

the Camden and Amboy Railroad, near Burlington, New
Jersey, and to make some public demonstration in relation

thereto.

Which was twice read, and

On the question of agreeing to the same.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Chester

and Manuel.
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And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Chester, Conrad, Cra-

ven, Davenport, Enos, Fuller, Gay, Green, Manuel, Miller

(Andrew), Parker, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, But-

ler, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand,
Hassinger, Henry, King, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M' Adams,
M'Cleary, M'Mullen, Patterson, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts

(C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor,

Treadwell, Vanhorn, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 15; nays 41.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

Read in place and presented to the Chair, a bill enti-

tled "An Ordinance to enlarge the small culvert at the

mouth of Thompson sti-eet culvert, to the creek into which

it empties, the same being about fiftv feet." (^Appendix,

No. 33.)

On motion,

Comicil proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the

ordinance, and refer the same to the Committee on High-

ways.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Steelling and Ridgway.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Berry, Biddle, Binder, Bremer, Brouse, Chester,

Dunk, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Hassinger,

King, Manuel, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Wash-
ington), M'Adams, Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts

(T. J.), Stevenson, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Winship.

61
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Nays—Messrs. Baird, Borie, Bockius, Butler, Craven,

Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Grayson, Murphy, M'Cleary,
M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parliani, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Steelling, Taylor, Welsh, Hacker, President.

Yeas 29 ; nays 22.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following

:

Resolved, That the Department of Highways, Bridges,

Sewers, and Cleansing of the City be, and they are hereby
directed to contract for the cleansing of the City for one
year, as follows

:

With John Schaffer for first district, at - - $12,000

" Bechtel k Sowers for third district, at - 11,000

" Smith, Seckel & Co., for fourth district, at 12,000

" D. Harlan and Thos. Marks for fifth district, at 5,600

Said contracts to be drawn and approved by the City

Solicitor.

Which was read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Fuller

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed for two weeks. "

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Fuller and Berry.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Berry, Borie,

Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Chester, Fuller, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Steelling, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Binder, Butler, Craven, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,
Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand, Hassinger, King,

Manuel, Martin, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, Parham, Par-

ker, Patterson, Preston, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberta
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(Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor,

Treachvell, Vanhorn, Wilietts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 19 ; nays 37.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved that the resolution be referred to the Commit-
tee on Highways, to report an ordinance more definite in

its character.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs, Fuller and Berry,

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Biddle, Borie, Bremer,
Bocldus, Freeman, Fviller, Gay, Grayson, Hand, Hassinger,

Henry, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. AVashington), Murphy, M'Adams,
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker, Roberts (C. B.), Sandgran,
Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Binder, Chester,

Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Gibson,

Gordon, King, M'Mullen, Patterson, Preston, Ridgway,

Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Wilietts, Hacker,

President.

Yeas 31 ; nays 20.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they insist upon their amendments to the

bill entitled " An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the

Fire Department," and have appointed Messrs Keyser, Per-

kins and Beideman, a committee of conference on said bill,

and request the appointment of a similar committee. The
President appointed Messrs. Ridgway, Winship and Andrew
Miller as said committee on the part of Common Council.

On motion of Mr. O'Neill,

Council in Committee of the whole resumed the con-

sideration of bill No. 16, Common Council File, entitled
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**A supplement to an Ordinance organizing the Police De-

partment of the City of Philadelphia, approved July 28th,

1854."

Mr. Hassinger in the chair.

After some time spent in the consideration of the same,

the committee arose and reported the bill with sundry amend-

ments.

Which report was accepted.

The bill Avas read a second time, and

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the further consideration of the bill be
postponed and made the order of the day for next Thursday,
and, also, bill No. 17 Common Council File.

Which was not agreed to, when

On motion of Mr. Bumm,

Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, September 6, 1855.

Council met. The President being absent, Mr. Willetts

was called to the Chair.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. Treadwell

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Messrs. Baird, Berry, Biddle, Bockius, Bumm, Dough-
erty, Gay, Gibson, Hand, Henry, Knorr, M'Cleary, Parker,

Patterson, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell and
Winship, each

Presented petitions (numerously signed) from citizens

asking the grant of such privileges as may be necessary to

secure a proper execution of the contemplated construction

of a passenger railway, extending from the Navy Yard to

the late District of Richmond.

One of which was read, and they were severally referred

to the Special Committee having charge of the subject.

Mr. Duane

Presented a petition from owners of property on Carver
street, between Seventeenth and Eighteenth, and between
Lombard and South streets, asking that the gas main in

said street may be continued to Eighteenth street.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Presented a petition from owners of property on "Wash-

ington street, between Sixteenth and Seventeenth, asking to

have the gas pipes laid in said street.

Which were severally read and referred to the Commit-
tee on Gas Works.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a memorial from James Harper & Co., own-

ers and occupiers of a steam saw mill, situate on Franklin

avenue, near Eighth street, in the Twentieth Ward, asking

indemnification for losses sustained by them to their pro-

perty by water, from want of proper surface drainage ; and
further, asking the appointment of a Special Committee to

visit the premises, to ascertain and report to Councils the

amount of damage which they have sustained thereby.

Which was read, and
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On motion,

The President appointed Messrs. O'Neill, Gibson, Gor-

don, Fuller and Sandgran as said Committee.

Mr. Green

Presented a petition from residents of the Eighteenth

"Ward, asking that the sidewalks on Wood street, between

Gaul and Norris streets, may be placed in proper order.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Mr. M'Cleary

Presented a petit on from owners of property on Larch
street, between Ann and Maple streets, in the Nineteenth

Ward, asking that the Avater pipes may be laid in said

street.

without reading.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property on Ball,

between Beach and Queen streets, in the Nineteenth Ward,
asking that the curb may be set and side-walks paved in

said street.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a petition from Freeman Scott and others,

asking the enlargement of the inlets to the culverts at and
near the corner of Coates and Eleventh streets.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Highways.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Presented a petition from citizens of Seventh precinct

of the Twenty-second Ward, asking the withdrawal of the

Police force in said precinct, and thereby relieve them of an

unnecessary tax.
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Also,

Presented a petition from residents and owners of prop-

erty in the Seventh Division of the Twenty-second Ward,

on and near Chestnut Hill, numerously signed, remonstra-

ting against the passage of any ordinance constituting the

said division as a rural District, and also against the with-

drawal of the police force from said division.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. Enos

Presented a petition from property owners on Bridge-

water street, Twenty-fourth Ward, asking a revision of the

grade of said street, and a confirmation of the same, as re-

turned first to the Court by Joseph Fox, Regulator.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Highways.

Also,

Presented a petition from the former lamplighters of the

late district of West Philadelphia, asking that an ordinance

or resolution may be passed, whereby they may be enabled

to receive their salary for the month of December, 1854,

remaining unpaid.

Also,

Presented a petition from residents of the Twenty-

fourth Ward, asking that lamps may be placed on Bridge

street.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-

mittee on Police.

Mr. Knorr

Presented a petition from the Directors of the Public

Schools of the Twenty-fourth Ward, asking the use of one

of the rooms in the Commissioners' Hall, (West Philadel-

phia,) for school purposes.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

City Property. *
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Also,

Presented a communication from Thos. P. James, Re-
cording Secretary of the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society,

tendering an invitation to the members of Councils to visit

the autumnal exhibition of the same, accompanied with com-
plimentary tickets of admission.

Which was read and accepted.

Mr. Binder

Presented a petition from owners of property on Ox-
ford street, asking the construction of a culvert on said

street, from Mifflin to Marshall streets.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

The President

Laid before Council a communication from Edward D.
Yates, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Fire De-

partment, accompanied with the "' rules and regulations for

the government of the Board of Directors of the Fire De-

partment."

Also, the following

:

To the Select and Common Couyicils of the City of Phila-

delphia :

Gentlemen':—At a stated meeting of the Board of

Directors of the Fire Department, held on Monday evening,

August 27th, the following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That Councils be requested to amend the

ordinance making appropriations to the Fire Department,

by adding thereto the United, Humane and Warren Hose
Companies, and Spring Garden and Independence Engine

Companies.
Respectfully,

Edward D. Yates,

Secretary of the Board of Directors.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-

mittee on Trusts and Fire Department.

62
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Also,

A communication from Wra. S. Allen and Joseph L.

Smith, City Commissioners, calling the attention of Councils

to the necessity of making a further appropriation of $45,600
to said department for the year 1855.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Also,

A communication from J. B. Smith, Esq., President of

the Board of Guai'dians of the Poor, notifying Councils of

a vacancy in said Board, occasioned by the death of Town-
send Smith, Esq.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Also,

A communication from Alfred L. Kennedy, Esq., Sec-

retary to the Philadelphia Society for promoting Agricul-

ture, tendering an invitation to members to be present at

the annual exhibition of said society, on the occasion of

Gov. Bigler's address.

Which was read and accepted.

Mr. Gordon

Moved a suspension of the rules to offer a resolution.

And the same being agreed to, offered the following

:

Wliereas, It is the duty of the City Government to

pay all who are in any way employed by it, and to pay
them promptly ; and whereas, much suffering exists in con-

sequence of the non-payment of " City warrants " now in

the hands of public school teachers, policemen, and the

mechanics and laborers on our highways. Therefore

Resolved, That a Special Committee of three members
of this Council, be appointed for the purpose of inquiring

and devising ways and means for the immediate payment of

all warrants issued to this date.

The resolution was twice read, considered and adopted.

The preamble was accepted, and
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The President

Appointed Messrs. Gordon, Enos and Parker as said

Committee.

Mr. Reed

Asked that leave be granted him at this time to pre-

sent a petition.

Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend, " to suspend the rules generally."

Which amendment was not agreed to.

And on leave being granted,

Mr. Reed

Presented a petition from owners of property and resi-

dents in the vicinity of Eighteenth and Vine streets, asking

the construction of a culvert from said Eighteenth street out

Vine to the Schuylkill river.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Highways.

Mr. Penrose, on leave granted,

Presented a communication from Jas. J. Boswell, Esq.,

late chairman of the joint Special Committee appointed for

the purpose of having prepared medals for Captains Creigh-

ton, Low and Stouffer, and also of presenting the same to

those for whom they were designed, stating that Capt. Low
was the only one to whom an opportunity offered of carry-

ing out the latter part of the resolution of Councils during

the official term of the Committee ; informing that Captain

Stouffer is now in the City of New York, where he will re-

main a few days, prior to his departure for Europe, and

tendering such information whereby the safe transmission of

the remaining medal to Captain Creighton (who resides per-

manently at Glasgow, Scotland), may be effected.

Which was read, when
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Mr. Penrose

Moved that the medals prepared for those gentlemen,
be presented to them by the Presidents of Councils.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, " that a Special Committee of both
Chambers be appointed for a public presentation."

Mr. Gay

Moved to amend the amendment, " that the Presidents
of Councils be a committee to present the same."

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

And the motion, as amended, was agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller (on leave granted).

Read in place and presented to the Chair, a bill, entitled
*' an Ordinance to fix and establish the mode of curbing and
paving, and grading and constructing culverts within the

City of Philadelphia." (Appendix, No. 84.)

And moved that the same be laid on the table and
printed for the use of the members.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Winship (on leave granted),

Read in place and presented to the Chair, a bill, entitled

" an Ordinance to abolish a certain stand for empty market
wagons."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was 'then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Select Council concurred.
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Mr. Dougherty

Moved to take up the resolutions from Select Council,

relative to changing the places of holding the elections in

certain Wards.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they had received a report from the

Committee on Law, with resolutions annexed, entitled

" Joint resolutions relative to changing the places of holding

the elections in certain divisions in the Third, Eleventh,

Fourteenth, Twenty-third and Thirteenth Wards.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolutions, when

Mr. Dougherty

Moved to amend by adding the following

:

Resolved^ That the place of holding the elections in

the tenth precinct of the Fourth Ward, be at the house of

William Whitesides, northeast corner of Broad and Rose

streets.

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend the second resolution, by striking out

*' Andrew T. Haas, No. 101 St. John street," and inserting

" Red Lion Hotel, in Second street, below Noble."

Which amendment was not agreed to.

Mr. Willetts

Moved to amend by addmg the following

:

Resolved, That the place of holding the elections in

the Twelfth division of the Twenty-third Ward, shall be

held at the house of Elijah Hoffinan, in the village of

Smithfield.

Which amendment was agreed to.
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Mr. Gordon

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolutions

as amended,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gordon
and M'Cleary.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Berry, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall,

Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Chester, Craven, Dougherty,
Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Gay, Gibson, Grayson,
Hancock, Hassinger, Levering, King, Knorr, Manuel, Mas-
cher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Wash-
ington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker,
Patterson, Penrose, Reed, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spen-

cer), Roberts (T. J.)^ Steclling, Stevenson, Taylor, Tread-

well, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Bumm, Conrad, Gordon, Green, Par-

ham, Sandgran.

Yeas 52 ; nays 6.

Which was agreed to.

And the title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred in the amendments.

Mr. Craven

Moved to suspend the rules to afford him an opportunity

to offer an ordinance.

And the motion being agreed to, offered the following:

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee appointed to extend the courtesies of

the City to the Mayor and Councils of Rochester, beg leave

to report that they have attended to that duty, and submit
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the accompanying ordinance, for the payment of the ex-

penses incurred thereby.

James M. Gibson,

Jos. Manuel, Jr.,

Spencer Roberts,
Jas. a. Freeman,
W. B. R. Selby,

Tnos. Craven,
Pierce Butler.

Committee Boom, Sept. 6, 1855.

"An Ordinance to make an appropriation to defray the

expenses incurred in the reception and entertainment of a

delegation from the Corporation of the City of Rochester."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

The bill having been so prepared,

Mr. Bvunm

Moved that the rules be suspended which forbid the
reading of a bill twice on the same day, and that the bill

be read a third time.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. M'Cleary and M'Adams.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Barton, Berry
Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Bockius, Butler
Chester, Craven, Davenport, iJavis, Duane, Dunk, D,yer
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson
Green, Hancock, Hand, Houseman, King, Knorr, Manuel
Mascher, Miller (J. Washington), Parham, Parker, Penrose
Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Sand
gran, Steelling, Stevenson, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.
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Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Hassinger, Miller

(Andrew), M'Adams, M' Clearj, O'Neill, Patterson, Taylor,

Vanhorn.

Yeas 46 ; nays 9.

Which was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time, and on the question,

"shall this bill pass?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Steven-

son and M'Cleary.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Barton, Berry,

Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Butler, Chester, Craven,

Davenport. Davis, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman,

Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hand, King,

Knorr, Manuel, Mascher, Miller (J. Washington), Parham,
Parker, Penrose, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Rob-

erts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Welsh, Willetts, Win-

ship.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Biddle, Bremer,

Brouse, Bockius, Gay, Hassinger, Henry, Miller (Andrew),
M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Stevenson, Taylor,

Vanhorn.

Yeas 41 ; nays 16.

It was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Enos, (on leave granted,)

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved^ That the Committee on Highways, Bridges,

&c., be authorized to receive and consider any plan or plans

that may be offered for the construction of a stone bridge

over the river Schuylkill, at Chestnut street, and to receive

proposals for the construction of the same, and that they

report to Councils in relation thereto, at their earliest con-

venience.

Which was twice read, considered and adopted.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 497

Mr. M'Cleary (on leave granted,)

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved^ That the Mayor of the City be requested to

report to this chamber at our next meeting, whether Rich-

ard Millward still holds the appointment of Lieutenant of

the Police of the Nineteenth Ward, and if he does, by what
authority he now holds a warrant for thirteen or fourteen

days services of Policeman Jacob Jourdan, who has resigned,

and has not as yet been enabled to obtain said warrant,

although demanded some time since, and also this day.

Also, if said Richard Millward still holds the office of Lieu-

tenant, by what authority he is now engaged in other busi-

ness.

The resolution was twice read, and on the question of

agreeing to the same,

Mr" O'Neill

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed and made the special order of the day for next

Thursday.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved that when we adjourn, we will adjourn to meet
on Monday next at 3 o'clock.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Andrew Miller and Gordon.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumm, Craven, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Hand,
King, Manuel, Parham, Parker, Penrose, Reed, Ridgway,
Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Welsh, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,

Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler, Dougherty, Duane, Free-

man, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hassinger,

63
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Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts

(T. J.), Taylor.

Yeas 23 ; nays 26.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Moved a call of the previous question, on the adoption

of the resolution, and was sustained by the following mem-
bers rising, viz

:

Messrs. Reed, Gibson, Brouse, Parker, Borie, Fuller,

Grayson, Berry, Hand, Enos.

And on the question, " shall the main question be now
put,"

It was agreed to.

The main question being on the adoption of the reso-

lution,

It was agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved that Avhen we adjourn, we adjourn to meet on
Monday afternoon next, at three o'clock.

Mr. Berry

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, Sept. 13th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. Willetts

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Messrs. Baird, A. Baker, Biddle, Bishop, Bockius,

Bremer, Chester, Dver, Enos, Gordon, Hand, Hassinger,

Henry, Knorr. Marsh, Miller (J. Washington), M'Cleary,

M'Mnllcn, Patterson, Penrose, Roberts (Spencer), Steven-

son, Taylor, Vanhorn, Willetts, Winship, each

Presented petitions from citizens, (numerously signed,)

asking the grant of such privileges as may be necessary to

secure a proper execution of the contemplated construction

of a passenger railway, extending from the Navy Yard to'

the late District of Richmond.

Which Avere severally referred to the Special Commit-
tee having charge of the subject, without reading.

Mr. Winship

Presented a communication from the Vice President

and Secretary of the Vigilant Fire Company, oifering the

services of said Company to the present Fire Department.

Which was read, when

Mr. Winship

Oifered the following resolution

:

Resolved., That the services of the Vigilant Engine
Company be accepted, and they be admitted into the Fire

Department.

Which was twice read, considered, and adopted.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Penrose

Presented a petition from R. A. Parrish and George

A. Madeira, asking that a speedy disposition may be made
of their petition submitted more than a year ago, for per-

mission to construct a " passenger railway " from the Ex-

change to the Girard College and Fairmount.
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Also,

Presented petitions (numerously signed) from residents

on Arch street, asking that privileges may be granted for

the construction of a passenger railway, (from the Ex-
change to the Girard College and Fairmount, via Arch
street.)

Which were severally referred to the Special Commit-
tee having charge of the subject, without reading.

Mr. Patterson

Presented a petition from the members of the Tivoli

Hose Company, asking that they may be included in the

list of companies which are to receive an appropriation.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on
Trusts and Fire Department.

Mr. Marsh

Presented a petition from owners of property on Ash-
ton street, between Arch and Cherry, asking an alteration

in the grade of said street, and the construction of a small

culvert, to intersect with the large culvert in Arch street.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Mr. Freeman

Presented a petition from residents and owners of pro-

perty in the vicinity of Race street, west of Eleventh, ask-

ing that a gas lamp may be placed in " Clement court."

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Presented a petition from owners of property on Twen-
ty-second street, between Green and Centre street, asking

that the pipes for the conduit of the Schuylkill water, may
be laid along said street.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Water Works, with power to act.
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Mr. M'Cleary

Presented a petition from owners of property on Rich-

mond street, between Lehigh avenue and tlie Reading rail-

road, Nineteenth Ward, asking Councils not to pass any act

authorizing an alteration of the grade of street.

Also,

Presented a petition from property holders on Amber
street, between Wood and Norris streets, asking that the

sidewalks may be curbed and paved on said street.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Highways.

Also,

Presented a petition from residents on Larch street,

between Ann and Sorrell street, in the Nineteenth Ward,
asking to have the water introduced into said street.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Water Works.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Presented a petition from citizens of the seventh pre-

cinct of the Twenty-second Ward, asking that the police

force may be withdrawn from said precinct, and that said

district may be made a rural one.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance,

without reading.

Mr. M'Mullen

Presented a petition from citizens of the Twenty-third

Ward, asking the construction of a culvert over a run, run-

ning from West Cellar street to Adams street, in said Ward.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property fronting

on Jessup street, between Fitzwater and Catharine streets,

asking that the said street may be paved.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Highways, without reading.
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The President

Submitted a communication from Samuel P. Marks,

Clerk to the Board of Health, enclosing the following pre-

amble and resolutions

:

Wliereas, The fearful epidemic which is devastating one

or more of our neighbouring cities, admonishes us powerfully

that it is our duty to our city to use every means in our

power to preserve its present healthy condition ; and whereas,

the present Aveather is eminently calculated to produce a

decomposition both of vegetable and animal matter, which,

rendering the atmosphere impure, both creates and sustains

a general tendency to disease ; it is of paramount importance

as the principal means of preserving its health, that the

strictest and most summary sanitary precautionary measures

should be observed by the custodians of the public health,

in removing all nuisances and causes thereof, and in keeping

clean all streets, lanes, alleys and gutters and sewers ; and
whereas, the above duties devolve especially on the City

Councils, through their subordinate departments, and the

sanitary regulations and instructions from this Board not

having been carried out by them ; therefore

Resolved, That the condition of the gutters, generally,

and the inlets to the common sewers of the thickly popula-

ted parts of the City, are nuisances prejudicial to the public

health.

Resolved, That we call upon City Councils forthwith to

remove the above nuisances, and to cause water to be used

daily throughout the streets, lanes and alleys, and by the

frequent application of chloride of lime.

Resolved, That in the event of Councils refusing or

neglecting immediate compliance Avith the above sanitary

requisitions, that the health officer be instructed, under di-

rection of the Board of Health, to carry out the above

measures.

Which was read, w^hen

Mr. Henry

Offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Board of Health is hereby author-

ized and directed to make such use of the fire plugs as may
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be requisite to cleanse thoroughly, the gutters of the several

streets, lanes and alleys, and further to use such other expe-

dients as may in their judgment tend to preserve the gen-

eral health of the community.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Hassinger

Moved to amend by inserting after the word " direct-

ed," " under the superintendence of the Chief Engineer of

the Water Department."

Which amendment was accepted.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to amend, to strike out " Board of Health,"

and insert " Chief Commissioner of Highways."

Which being under consideration,

Mr. Stevenson

Moved that the further consideration of the resolution

be postponed, and that Council proceed to the consideration

of the resolution from Select Council on the same subject.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be, and he is hereby authorized to employ a sufficient num-

ber of men to have the streets, lanes and alleys in the City,

thoroughly washed and cleansed once in each week, for such

time as the Committee on Llealth may deem requisite, and

that the time and manner of opening the water plugs shall

be furnished to said Commissioner by the Chief Engineer

of the Water Department.

Which was twice read, and on the question of agreeing

to the same,



1855.] JOURNAL OP COMMON COUNCIL. 505

Mr. Patterson

Moved to strike out all after the word resolved, and
insert the following

:

Jiesolved, That the Board of Health is hereby autho-

rized and directed, under the superintendence of the Chief
Engineer of the Water Department, to make such use of

the fire plugs as may be requisite to cleanse thoroughly

the gutters of the several streets, lanes and alleys, and use

such other expedients as may in their judgment tend to

preserve the general health of the community.

Which being vmder consideration,

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend, " and that the Chief Commissioner of

Highways shall co-operate with the Board of Health to

carry out this resolution."

Which amendment was accepted.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend, by inserting " that the Chief Com-
missioner of Highways, under the supervision of the Board
of Health and the Chief Engineer of the Water Depart-
ment, be authorized."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the resolution as amended, to wit

:

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways,
under the supervision of the Board of Health and the Chief

Engineer of the Water Department, be authorized and di-

rected to make such use of the fire plugs as may be requi-

site to cleanse thoroughly the gutters of the several streets,

lanes and alleys, and that the Board of Health be authorized

to use such other expedients as may in their judgment tend

to preserve the general health of the community.

Was adopted.

The President

Laid before Councils the following communication from
64
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Washington Gibbons, Esq., Clerk to the Common Council

of the City of Rochester

:

State of New Yohk, City of Rochester, ss. )

In Common Cowncil, Sept. 6, 1855.
)

His Honor the MAYOR made the following address

:

Gentiemen of the Common Council :

Having in company with most of you, just returned

from a delightful excursion to the City of Philadelphia,

where, for the greater portion of a week, we were the guests

of that City, and the recipients of its bountiful hospitality, I

have deemed it due to ourselves, and to our City, to make,
in and through this body, some official expression of our

thanks, for the kindness and courtesy we received. The
compliment thus paid through us as its representatives, if it

cannot be requited, should be acknowledged.

It was not the individuals, who went to Philadelphia,

who were honored by its authorities ;— it was Rochester ; it

was our whole people—our youthful, enterprising and grow-

ing City, that the ancient and great City of the Keystone
State designed to compliment. Most handsomely was it

done. Let us acknowledge the compliment and express the

thanks, which most profoundly are felt by our whole people,

for the honor done us, and avow our desire to reciprocate

the courtesy, kindness and compliment, in all fitting ways,

as occasion and opportunity may serve. The heartfelt sen-

timent of our whole population demands such an expression at

our hands. We can do no less now—more, I trust, we all

hope to have the opportunity to do, hereafter.

Whereupon, Aid. Bennett submitted the following reso-

lutions, which were unanimously adopted.

Resolved^ That in the reception, by the public authori-

ties of the City of Philadelphia, of the Mayor, members of

the Common Council, and of the gentlemen who accompa-

nied them on the recent excursion to that City, we are happy

to recognize a proud compliment paid to this City, which

we trust the corporate authorities, and the people of this

City, will never fail to appreciate and acknowledge ; and

we trust that the visit will tend to open acquaintance, and
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beget an intercourse of trade, commerce, and otherwise,

which will be mutually beneficial to both cities.

Resolved^ That while we are aware that we cannot ade-

quately reciprocate the compliment paid to this City, by the

authorities and citizens of Philadelphia, on the occasion of

said visit, the Common Council of this City will be ever

happy to recognize their obligation, and will be pleased to

receive and meet the public authorities of Philadelphia, or

any part or portion thereof, in this City, at any time when
it may suit their convenience to visit it, and we can assure

them an earnest and cordial welcome froni all our people.

Resolved, That the address of the Mayor to this meet-

ing, as well as these resolutions, be entered on the minutes,

and that certified copies thereof be forwarded by the Clerk,

to the Mayor of Philadelphia, and the President of the Se-

lect and Common Councils of said City, with a request

that they be laid before their respective bodies.

A true copy from the Minutes.

Washington Gibbons,

Clerh.

Which was read, and on motion of

Mr. Penrose,

Ordered to be entered on the Joupnal.

Mr. Hancock

Presented a petition from citizens and property owners

of the late district of Belmont, Twenty-fourth Ward, asking

a special appropriation of five hundred feet of hose to the

Monroe Fire Company of said Ward.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Trusts and Fire Department.
«

Mr. M'Cleary

Presented several bills of George Kelly, for grading

certain streets in the Nineteenth Ward.

Which were referred to the Committee on Highways,

without reading.
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The President

Laid before Council a communication from James Hut-

chinson, G. M. of the Society of Freemasons of Pennsylva-

nia, tendering an invitation to the members of Council to

attend an address to be delivered in Independence Square,

on Wednesday, the 26th inst., on the occasion of the dedi-

cation of their new hall on Chestnut street.

Which was read, and the invitation accepted.

Mr. Manuel

Presented sundry bills from the Trustees of the Phila-

delphia Gas Works, for gas consumed by the public lamps

to Sept. 1st, 1855.

Which were referred to the Committee on Gas Works,
without reading.

Mr. Parham

Presented a communication from Charles Oat, Super-

intendent of Trusts, submitting the names of Jacob G.

Carter, Sr., oak cooper, and T. K. Collins, printer, as secu-

rities for Jacob G. Carter, Jr., who has applied for a loan

of $260 from the legacy of John Scott.

And moved that the securities be approved, and the

communication be referred to the Solicitor, in conjunction

with the Superintendent of Trusts, with power to act.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Hand,

From the Committee on Finance, presented the follow-

ing report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Finance beg leave to offer the an-

nexed resolution, and ask its adoption.

W. C. Patterson,
James C. Hand,
CiiAS. B. Penrose,
J. F. Knorr,
W. B. R. Selby,

0. P. CORNMAN,
P. A. Keyser,
Alg'n S. Roberts.
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Resolved, That John N. Henderson, City Controller,

employ a temporary clerk for the space of two months, at

a salary of $75 per month.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Also, the following

:

To the Select ayid Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance beg leave to submit the an-

nexed bill, entitled, " An Ordinance to make an appropria-

tion to the Department of City Controller," and recommend
the adoption of the same.

W. C. Patterson,
James C. Hand,
Chas. B. Penrose,
J. F. Knorr,
W. B. R. Selby,

0. P. CORNMAN,
P. A. Keyser,
Alg'n S. Roberts.

Committee Room, Sept. 13, 1855.

" x\n Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-
partment of the City Controller."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the same.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Mr. Manuel,

Chairman of the Committee on Gas Works, presented

the following

:

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Gas Works beg leave to report the

annexed bill, entitled "An Ordinance to make an appropri-



510" JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Sept. 13,

ation to pay tor the expenses of lighting the City," and ask

the adoption of the same.

Jos. Manuel, Jr.,

Chairman.
R. M. Bekry,
A. G. Waterman,
J. L. Hutchinson,
W. H. Stokes,

P. A. Keyser,
T. J. Perkins,

Geo. W. Biddle,

Jacob E. xiiDGWAY,

I. N. Marselis.

Committee Room, Sept. 13, 1855.

"An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

the expenses of lighting the City."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, presented

the following report

:

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred

the application of John Kane, for work done on Gray's

Ferry Road, report

That they find said claim to be for work done for the

District of Moyamensing, in the years 1849 and 1850 ; they
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therefore deem it a subject for the action of the Committee

on Claims, and ask that it may be referred to that body.

Respectfully submitted.

James M. Gibson,

Chairman.
Wm. B. R. Seli3Y,

Alg'n S. Roberts,
George A. Binder,
Thos. J. Roberts,

B. R. Miller,

0. P. CORNMAN.

Which report was read, and the claim so referred.

Also,

Made report relative to the resolution from Select

Council, for giving out the cleansing of streets by contract,

-which was referred to the committee by this Chamber, that

they report the same back as correct, and ask its adoption.

Besolved, That the Department of Highways, Bridges,

Sewers, and cleansing of the City, be and they are hereby

directed t:) contract for the cleansing of the City, for one

year as folloAvs

:

With John Schaffer, for 1st district, at - - $12,000

" Bechtel & Sowers, for 3d district, - - 11,000

'< Smith, Seckel & Co., for 4th district, - 12,000

" D. Harlan and Thos. Marks, for 5th district, 5,500

Said contracts to be drawn and approved by the City

Solicitor.

Which was twice read, and on the question of agreeing

to the same,

Mr. Penrose

Asked for the reading of the contract to be signed by
the parties.

Which was read, and the resolution adopted.
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Select Council

Inform that they have had under consideration, Bill

No. 8, Common Council File, entitled "An Ordinance to

limit the expenses of the City," which they have negatived.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose of taking

up unfinished business.

And the same being agreed to,

Moved to proceed to the reading of the report of the

Special Committee appointed to investigate the claim of

Lane Schofield.

Which was agreed to.

The report was then read. {Appendix, No. 35.)

Mr. King

Then submitted a minority report. {Appendix, No. 35.)

Which was also read, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved to proceed to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance, for the payment of said claim.

Mr. Manuel

Moved to amend that the further consideration of the

same be postponed, and the whole matter be recommitted to

the Committee, to take fresh testimony, and report the facts

to this Chamber.

And the same being vmder consideration,

Mr. Fuller

Moved a call of the previous question, and was sustain-

ed in the call, by the following members rising, to wit

:

Messrs. Fuller, Gordon, Martin, Patterson, Baird,

M'Cleary, Duane, Abraham Baker, Dougherty, Andrew
Miller.

And on the question, '' Shall the main question be now
put,"

It was agreed to.
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The main question being on agreeing to the amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Manuel
and Berry.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Bumm, Conrad, Davis,

Dyer, Enos, Gibson, Grayson, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Parham, Parker, Pen-

rose, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling,

Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—JMessrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton,

Biddle, Bishop, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Chester,

Dougherty, Duane, Freeman, Fuller, Gordon, Hand, Has-

singer, Henry, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts

(T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Winship.

Yeas 23 ; nays 31.

Which was not agreed to.

And the motion was agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the

ordinance, and proceed to the consideration of bill No. 18,

Common Council File, " making an appropriation to the

Guardians of the Poor."

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Fuller and Freeman,

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Bilyeu, Bishop, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Davis, Duane, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Ful-

ler, Gibson, Gordon, Hand, King, Marsh, Miller (Hiram),

Parker, Penrose, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer),

Steelling, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Dougherty, Hassinger, Henry,

Manuel, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J.

Washington), O'Neill, Patterson, Ridgway, Roberts (T. J.),

Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn.

Yeas 26 ; nays 22.

65
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It was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the consideration of the bill

entitled "An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the

Guardians of the Poor, for the year 1855."

And the same being on second reading,

Mr. Gibson

Moved to amend, to strike out $75,500, and insert

$52,500, to wit

:

To strike out $24,000 supplies to the Almshouse, and

insert $20,000.

To strike out $5,000 supplies to Medical Department
of the Almshouse, and insert $4,000.

To strike out $5,000 incidental expenses, and insert

$2,000.

To strike out $35,000 out-door relief, and insert

$20,000.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the

ordinance, for the purpose of taking up bill. Common
Council File, No. 14.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Freeman and Fuller.

But before being ordered,

Mr. Hand

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs Fuller and Freeman,

And being ordered, were as folows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Bilyeu, Brouse, Bumm,
Chester, Davis, Dougherty, Dyer, Hand, Parham, Parker,

Penrose, Ridgway, Boberts (Spencer), Steelling, Steven-

son.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Bishop, Butler, Duane, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson,
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Gordon, Grayson, Hassmger,King, Marsh, Martin, Mascher,
Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington),
O'Neill, Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Sandgran, Taylor,
Vanhorn, Willetts, Hacker, Freddent.

Yeas 17 ; nays 28.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved that when Ave adjourn, we adjourn to meet on
Monday afternoon, at 3 o'clock.

Which was ruled out of order at the present time.

The yeas and nays were then ordered on Mr. Penrose's

motion to postpone, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Bilyeu, Brouse, Dougherty, Grayson, Hand, Hassinger,

Marsh, O'Neill, Parham, Patterson, Penrose, Roberts (T.

J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Bishop, Bumm, Butler,

Chester, Davis, Duane, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gib-

son, Gordon, King, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (J.Washington), Parker, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.),

Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling.

Yeas 19 ; nays 25.

Which was not agreed to.

The question then recurring on the amendment offered

by Mr. Gibson,

It was agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend by adding the following proviso

:

" Provided^ that it shall not be lawful for the City

Controller to approve or countersign any bill for expendi-

ture of any portion of the said several sums herein appro-

priated, that has been incurred for carriage hire for the

conveyance of Guardians and others to and from the Alms
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House, or for food and refreshments for the Guardians'

table.

Which amendment was agreed to.

The Clerk of the Mayor being introduced, presented

three messages in writing from the Mayor.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to adjourn, but withdrew the same for the pur-

pose of having the messages from the Mayor read, to wit

:

Mayor's Office, )

Philadelphia, September 13th, 1855.
)

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia.

Gentlemen :—In reply to the following resolution,

transmitted from your chamber, viz :

Hesolved, That the Mayor of the City be requested to

report to this chamber at our next meeting whether Richard

Millward still holds the appointment of Lieutenant of the

Police of the Nineteenth Ward, and if he does, by what
Siuthority he now holds a warrant of thirteen or fourteen

days services of policeman Jacob Jourdan, who has resigned,

and who has not as yet been enabled to obtain said Avar-

rant, although demanded some time since and also this day
;

also, if said Richard Millward still holds the office of Lieu-

tenant, by what authority he is now engaged in other busi-

ness.

I have the honor to state that Richard Millward re-

signed the police station, in which his meritorious zeal and

unimpeachable integrity reflected credit upon the city gov-

ernment, on the thirty-first day of July, 1855. Sergeant

Payne has since been promoted to the vacant post.

It is proper, perhaps, that I should mention, in this

connexion, that a statement recently made, under circum-

stances apparently worthy of respect, having involved the

Lieutenant of the Nineteenth Ward in a charge of violating

the eleventh section of the ordinance organizing the Police

Department, it became, of course, my duty to institute, as

in all similar cases, an investigation of the facts. I have

reason to be grateful to my fellow citizens for the general
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disposition manifested to aid me in my efforts to maintain

the purity of the police ; but regret that, in the instance re-

ferred to, although the usual efforts to obtain the necessary

evidence were courteously resorted to, the citizen who made
the statement declined to give the information indispensable

to public, as well as to private justice ; upon rigid investi-

gation, however, the statement was proved to be unfounded.

The second clause of the resolution inquires, " by what
authority he now holds a warrant for thirteen or fourteen

days services of policeman Jacob Jourdan, who has resigned,

and has not as yet been enabled to obtain said warrant,

although demanded some time since, and also this day."

Of the statement here made—except the mere fact of

the resignation of policeman Jourdan—I have no official,

and have sought no other knowledge.

The contingency referred to, however, in the words
" if he does," (that is, if Richard Millward holds the appoint-

ment of Lieutenant,) having been ascertained in the nega-

tive, no further response to this inquiry is necessary.

But it may be proper to remind the Chamber that by
the second section of the Ordinance of January 30th, 1855,
all warrants of Police officers are directed to be drawn by
the Marshal of Police, and that the details connected there-

with are not, officially, nor in fact, within the knowledge of

the Mayor.

In answer to the last clause of the resolution, to wit :

—

"Also, if said Richard Millward still holds the office of

Lieutenant, by what authority he is now engaged in other

business." I have the honor to refer the Chamber to the

fact above stated, that Richard Millward does not hold the

office mentioned ; and I beg leave to add, that I am wholly

uninformed as to what business he is engaged in, or by what
authority he is engaged in it.

With profound respect.

Your obedient serv't,

R. T. Conrad,

Mayor.
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Mayor's Office, )

Philadelphia, Sept. 13, 1855.
(

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia

:

Gentlemen :—I have the honor herewith to transmit a

portrait of Washington, executed on the Jacquard loom, in

Lyons, France, and presented by the manufacturers, Messrs.

Pouson, Phillippe & Vibert, to the Mayor and Councils of

Philadelphia.

Also, a communication from Chas. S. J. Goodrich, Esq.,

U. S. Consul at Lyons, through whom the portrait is pre-

sented.

Respectfully,

R. T. Conrad,

Mayor.

Mayor's Office,
)

Philadelphia, Sept. 12th, 1855.
j

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia

:

Gentlemen :—I have approved and signed the follow-

ing ordinances, viz

:

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

work on the police and fire alarm telegraph, by virtue of a

certain contract."

"An Ordinance to make an appropriation to defray

the expenses incurred in the reception and entertainment of

a delegation from the corporation of the City of Rochester."

" An Ordinance to authorize the construction of a cer-

tain culvert."

Respectfully,

R. T. Conrad,

Mayor.

Which were read and laid on the table.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Council adjourned.
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TUESDAY, Sept. 18th, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to the following call, to wit

:

To Wm. p. Hacker, President of Common Council

:

Dear Sir:—We, the undersigned, members of the

Common Council, request you to call a special meeting of

Common Council on Tuesday afternoon, Sept. 18th, at 3

o'clock, to receive reports from Committees, and to consider

the business on the President's desk from Select Council.

C. B. F. O'Neill,

James A. Freeeman,
Geo. M. Sandgran,
James M. Gibson,

M. J. Dougherty,
George F. Gordon,
D. C. Enos,

Jos. Manuel, Jr.,

William Duane,
Thos. Craven,
Jacob E. Ridgway,
John Fuller, Jr.

J. M. Riley, Clerl

:

In accordance with the request of the twelve members
whose names are signed to this paper, please call a special

meeting of Common Council, for the purposes therein stated,

for Tuesday afternoon, 18th instant, at 3 o'clock.

Wm. p. Hacker,

President.
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Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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the request that immediate measures be taken forthwith for

the remedy and abatement of the nuisance complained of.

Which -was read and referred to the Special Committee
appointed to investigate the damages done to James Harper
&Co.

Mr. Ridgway,

From the Committee of Conference appointed on the

ordinance to make an appropriation to the Fire Department,
presented the following report

:

To the Common Council :

The undersigned Committee of Conference appointed

upon the disagreement between the two branches, on the

amendments to the bill entitled, " An Ordinance to make
an appropriation to the Fire Department," report that they

have agreed to the following amendments

:

Section 1. To strike out in the third line " $23,803 32,"

and insert " $28,193 25."

To strike out in the sixth line, the word " United."

To strike out in the twelfth line, the word " German-
town," and insert " Roxborough."

To strike out in the twenty-second line, the words " for

the amount due each of them."

To insert in the twenty-second line, the words " in lieu

of the amount usually appropriated to them."

Section 2. To strike out all from the first to the

fifteenth line inclusive, and insert the following :
" To pay to

such Engine and Hose Companies as may be hereafter admit-

ted to the Department, the amounts to which they would
have been entitled up to April 1, 1855."

Section 4. To strike out the eighth and tenth lines,

the words " horse and wagon for one quarter one hundred

dollars," " expenses of Chief Engineer's ofiice to January,

1856, one hundred and fifty dollars."

66
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And insert,

Section 8. That five hundred dollars be appropriated

for the purchase of hose, to be used in the Twenty-fourth

Ward.
Jacob E. Ridgway,
W. S. WiNSHIP,

Andrew Miller.

Comynittee of Common Council.

Which report was read and adopted.

Mr. O'Neill,

Chairman of the Committee appointed to investigate

and report upon the damages done to James Harper & Co.,

presented the following report, with an ordinance annexed,

to wit : (^Appendix, No. 36.)

An Ordinance to make appropriation for damages to

James Harper & Co.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance, when

Mr. Penrose

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the

same, and proceed with the business of the afternoon.

Mr. Patterson

Arose to a point of order, which being stated is,

" whether the ordinance could be properly considered at

this time, as the meeting Avas called to receive reports," &c.

The Chair

Ruled the ordinance perfectly in order as a portion of

that report, and that Council had passed to the second read-

ing of the same.

On the question of agreeing to the motion of Mr. Pen-

rose, to postpone,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Chester

and O'Neill.
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And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Conrad,

Davenport, Dougherty, Dunk, Freeman, Gay, Hancock,

Henry, Houseman, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Parham,
Patterson, Penrose, Taylor, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Bishop, Chester, Cra-

ven, Davis, Duane, Dyer, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Hassin-

ger, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Ridgway,
Roberts (C. B.), Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Vaux,
Hacker, President.

Yeas 26 ; nays 24.

It was agreed to.

Select Council

Inform this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing resolutions and ordinances, and ask concurrence

:

Resolved, That the Chief Engineer of the Water De-
partment be directed to lay pipes for water purposes, on
Stiles and Cass streets, from Twelfth to Thirteenth streets,

in the Twentieth Ward, provided the owners of the property
on said streets pay for the same before laid.

Which was tAvice read, considered, and agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the followmg

:

Resolved, That hereafter the voters of that portion of

the Twenty-third Ward now placed in the Nineteenth Ward,
by the supplement of the act of Consolidation, vote at the

fourth precinct house of the Nineteenth Ward.

Which was twice read, and agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following

:

Resolved, That the Department on Surveys be, and
are hereby directed to establish a grade on Harvey street,
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between Green and Wayne streets, in the Twenty-second

Ward.

Which was twice read, and agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following

:

That they had received a report from the Chief Engineer

of the Water Department, relative to building a stand pipe

at the Schuylkill works, accompanied with an ordinance,

entitled, " An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the

department for supplying the City with water for the pur-

poses therein mentioned."

Which report and ordinance were read.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following

:

Resolved, That the Department of City Property be

authorized and directed to rent the second story of the

building, late the Commissioners' Hall of the Northern Liber-

ties, to the Controllers of Public Schools, for school pur-

poses.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to amend, to strike out all after the word " re-

solved," and insert the following :

Wliereas, Upon three diiferent occasions this Council

decided against the leasing or renting to the Consolidated

Bank corporation, the Hall situated in Third street, below

Green, known as Commissioners' Hall, Northern Liberties

:
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And whereas, The Committee on City Property, in

their vdsdom, and in direct opposition to a solemn vote of

this Comicil, and in contradiction to an express provision in

the law consolidating the City and Districts into one muni-

cipal corporation, providing against any and all Committees
having executive power, have leased or rented to the said

Consolidated Bank corporation the above-named hall, there-

by have taken upon themselves power not delegated to

them by ordinance, but in direct violation of the funda-

mental law upon which the government of this City is based.

Therefore

Resolved, That this Council do not, and will not recog-

nize the said lease, or contract, made by the Committee on
City Property with the Consolidated Bank corporation of

the City of Philadelphia, and do hereby declare said con-

tract null and void, the said Committee having assumed
powers not delegated to them by ordinance, but in direct

opposition to the law prohibiting Committees of Council

exercising or having executive power.

On this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded
by Messrs. Stevenson and Brouse.

And being ordered were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Stevenson, Taylor.

Nays—Messrs. Bishop, Bumm, Craven, Davis, Dunk,
Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, King, Manuel, Mascher, Miller

(Hiram), M'Mullen, O'Neill, Patterson, Steelling, Vanhorn,
Willetts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 2 ; nays 19.

Mr. Patterson

Moved a call of the house.

And being ordered, forty-nine members answered to

their names, to wit

:

Messrs. Baird, Baker, (A. J.) Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Bilyeu, Bishop, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Bumm,
Butler, Chester, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dougherty,
Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gor-
don, Hancock, Hassinger, Houseman, King, Knorr, Manuel,
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Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington),

M'Mullcn, O'Neill, Patterson, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts

(C. B.), Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux,
Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

A quorum of members being present, the President

declared the amendment lost.

Mr. Stevenson

Appealed from the decision of the chair, but there not

being a second, he was not sustained in the appeal, and

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolu-

tion,

It was agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution ;

Resolved, That the joint special committee on reform

be instructed to^inquire into the propriety of providing, by
ordinance, for sale of bread by weight, and report at an

early day.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following ordinance :

An Ordinance dedicating Lemon Hill Estate to public

use as a park.

On motion

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance, when

The first section was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill was ordered to be prepared for a third

reading.

It was then by special order read a third time and

passed.
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Mr. Steelling,

Chairman of the Special Committee appointed to ex-

amine and report relative to the Parrish street culvert, on

leave granted, made a statement why that committee were

unable to make a report, and offered the following resolu-

tion:

Resolved, That the Chief of the Board of Surveyors

be, and the same is hereby directed to give to the Special

Committee on the Parrish street culvert, all the facts and

particulars resulting from his recent survey of the aforesaid

culvert, in accordance with the resolution which passed this

Chamber, on the 26th of July last, authorizing the appoint-

ment of a committee of three to confer with the said Chief

of the Board of Surveyors, for the purpose of ascertaining the

causes of the frequent freshets on the line of the aforesaid

culvert, and the most practical means of remedy.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned for the present.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend to strike out " of the Board of Sur-

veyors," and insert " Chief Engineer and Surveyor ;" and

to strike out " same" and insert " he," to strike out " di-

rected," and insert " requested," and to strike out " of the

Board of Surveyors" and insert " Engineer and Surveyor."

Which amendment was accepted,

And the resolution as amended was adopted.

Select Council informed that they have concurred in

the bill entitled, " An Ordinance to remit or refund to the

tax payers of the rural districts of the City of Philadel-

phia," with the following amendments :

Section 1st, in fifth line, strike out " sixty-six" and

insert "fifty," in sixth line, after the word "portions," in-

sert " for the year 1855," in eighth line, to strike out words
" first, second ;" strike out all of the tenth line, from the
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word " tlie" to the word " eighth," inclusive, in the eleventh

line ; strike out the thirteenth line and insert the following

:

" All that part of the Twenty-fourth Ward, lying within the

boundaries of the Kino-sessino; and Tinicum Meadow Com-
pany and paying bank tax," and add to the end of the section,

the following : "And that no disbursements for watching,

lighting, paving, and cleaning streets in said rural portions

shall be authorized."

Also,

Add the following new section,

Section 2. That immediately after the passage of this

act, it shall be the duty of the Mayor to withdraw the police

heretofore stationed in the divisions above referred to and

upon which a deduction of tax is made.

Which was read, when

Mr. Hancock

Moved that this Council non-concur.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they have concurred in the bill, entitled,

" A Supplement to an Ordinance organizing the Depart-

ment of City Property, approved August 29th, 1855," with

the following amendments

:

At the end of the first and only section, add the follow-

ing words :

Provided, That the collector of revenue of the tobacco

warehouse shall be continued in office until after the sale of

the tobacco warehouse.

Which amendment was concurred in.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following

:

Resolved, That the Chief Engineer and Surveyor be

directed to confer with the joint Special Committee on pas-
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senger railways, regarding a plan or system for their regu-

lation and control, the best routes for the accommodation
of the people, and also, on the propriety of admitting pas-

senger railways in the public streets of Philadelphia.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

That they had passed the following

:

Resolved, That the Commissioner on City Property be,

and he is authorized to have sold, at public auction, (notice

of which sale shall be published in the papers advertising

for the City,) such articles of furniture, fire proofs, benches,

desks, &c., belonging to the City, as may have accumulated

in the tobacco warehouse or elsewhere, and are not required

for public use.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

That they had passed the following

:

Resolved, That the Committee on Surveys be requested

to examine the grade of Norris Square, preparatory to the

paving of the footways around the same.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

That they had passed the following resolution, entitled,

" Joint resolution in relation to the vacancy in the

Board of Guardians of the Poor, occasioned by the death

of Townsend Smith, late member of that Board from Thir-

teenth Ward."

Resolved, By Select and Common Councils, that an elec-

tion be held in joint meeting, on the first Thursday in Oc-

tober next, to fill the vacancy in the Board of Guardians of

the Poor, occasioned by the death of the late Townsend

Smith, member of said Board from the Thirteenth Ward.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration.
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Mr. Fuller

Moved to refer the resolution to the City Solicitor, to

obtain his opinion thereon.

Which "was agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they have passed the following resolution,

entitled :
" A Resolution to direct the Chief Engineer ot the

Department for supplying the City with water, to cause

water pipes to be laid."

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, that the Chief Engineer of the depart-

ment for supplying the City with water, be authorized and

directed to cause water pipes of the dimension of six inches,

to be laid in Franklin street, between Oxford and Jefferson

streets, in the Twentieth Ward, provided the parties inter-

ested pay the usual charge for laying the said pipe.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

Also,

The following resolution regarding the paving of pub-

lic streets.

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways

be authorized and required under the advice of the City

Solicitor, to prevent by injunction or otherwise, the laying of

pavements in any of the public streets of Philadelphia in an

improper or unskilful manner, or with materials of an in-

ferior quality, and all such pavements shall hereafter be

laid under the immediate superintendence and inspection

of the Department of Highways.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed for the present.

Which was agreed to.



(f

1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 53I

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following, entitled,

" Joint resolution for the relief of Davis & Fitler."

Besolved, That the City Solicitor be, and he is hereby

authorized to make an abatement of two hundred dollars on

the lien which the Board of Health has against Davis &
Fitler, in a suit entered in the District Court of the City

and County of Philadelphia, of March term, one thousand

eight hundred and fifty-five. No. 9, and upon the payment
of the residue of said lien with costs, shall enter full satis-

faction upon the records of said Court.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
postponed for the present.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following ordinance

:

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation for the pay
of Vaccine Physicians for the year 1855."

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the same, when

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following ordinance,

to wit

:

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation for the use
of the Inspectors of the Prison."



532 JOURNAL OP COMMON COUNCIL. [Sept. 18,

Which was read, and

On the motion for the second reading and consideration

of the same,

It was not agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following ordinance,

to wit

:

" An Ordinance to notify the property owners on Han-

cock street and Adams street, in the Twenty-second Ward,
that said streets will be required for public use."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance, when

Mr. Penrose

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof

for the present.

Which was not agreed to.

And section first was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill was ordered to be prepared for a third

reading, when

Mr. Chester

Moved a call of the house, and the same being ordered,

thirty-nine members answered to their names, to wit

:

Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bilyeu,

Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Dough-

erty, Duane, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Has-

singer, King, Manuel, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), O'Neill, Parker,
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Patterson, Penrose, Riclgway, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor,

Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, Presi-

dent.—^'^.

The Clerk announced a quorum of members present,

when

Mr. Gordon

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to:

So Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, September 20th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

essrs. Bah'd,
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Mr. Barton

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

vrith.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Houseman

Moved that the regular order of business be suspended

to hear the report of the Special Committee, appointed to

inquire respecting certain alterations made in the bids for

building the Moore street culvert.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend, " and to hear the report of the Spe-

cial Committee on the Franklin avenue culvert."

Mr. St celling

Moved to amend the amendment " and the report of the

Parrish street culvert."

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

And the amendment was agreed to, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, " to suspend the rules generally."

Which was not agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Mr. O'Neill,

Chairman of the Special Committee to whom was re-

ferred the communication from the Board of Health, (see

Journal, page 520,) presented the following report:

The Committee to whom Avas referred the communica-
tion from the Board of Health, on the subject of the nui-

sance caused by the culvert on Girard avenue, from Ninth
street eastward, report

That we proceeded to discharge the duties of our ap-

pointment forthwith, and that we have viewed the nuisance

complained of, and examined several citizens residing along
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said avenue, and find that a number of persons are sick in

consequence of said nuisance, and that private property is

much injured thereby, that some two hundred persons are

now out of employment, and will be kept from their busi-

ness until the nuisance is abated. We have been informed

that there is a large spring at or near N. E. corner of Ninth

and Girard avenue, which can only be discharged through

the culvert, and we are decidedly of the opinion that the

direction of the Board of Health should be at once com-

plied with, and a proper culvert laid from Ninth street, east

along Girard avenue to Franklin street, thence northward

to Thompson street ; therefore, we ask the adoption of the

annexed ordinance.

C. B. F. O'Neill,
' John Fuller, Jr.,

Geo. M. Sandgran,
George F. Gordon.

" An Ordinance to abate a nuisance in accordance with

a notice from the Board of Health."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the same.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing, when

On motion of Mr. Andrew Miller,

Council resolved itself into a Committee on the Whole,
(Mr. Patterson in the chair,) on the consideration of the

bill for special amendment.

And after some time spent therein, the Conunittee arose

and reported the bill, with the following amendment

:

" Provided that the costs and expenses of the construc-

tion of the said culvert shall be borne by the owners of

property fronting on the street along Avhich the same passes,

in proportion to their respective fronts."
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And on the question of agreeing to the report of the

Committee and amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Dough-
erty and Gay.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Binder, Bre-

mer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Dougherty, Gay, Hassinger,

Henry, Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), M'Adams, Ste-

venson, Taylor, Welsh.

Nays — Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Barton, Berry,

Biddle, Borie, Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Davis, Duane,
Dyer, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green,

Hand, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram),
Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Par-

ker, Patterson, Penrose, Read, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.),

Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Yan-
horn, Vaux, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 18 ; nays 42.

It was not agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time, and on the question,

" Shall this bill pass ?"

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Andrew
Miller and Welsh.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Barton, Berry,

Biddle, Binder, Borie, Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Davis, Du-
ane, Dyer, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Green, Hand, Henry, Houseman, King, Manuel, Miller

(Hiram), Murphy, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson,

Penrose, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Vaux,
Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Bremer, Brouse,

Bockius, Butler, Dougherty, Gay, Hassinger, Knorr, Mas-

cher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), M'Adams,
Stevenson, Taylor.

Yeas 44 ; nays 15.

68
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It was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Grayson,

Chairman of the Special Committee appointed to in-

quire respecting certain alterations made in the bids for

building the Moore street culvert, presented a report. (^Ap-

pendix, No. 37.)

Which was read, when

Mr. Treadwell

Moved that the report be received, and printed in the

Journal, and the Committee discharged.

Which Avas agreed to.

Mr. Steelling,

Chairman of the Special Committee on the Parrish

street culvert, presented the following report, with a com-

munication from Strickland Kneass, Esq., Chief Engineer

and Surveyor:

The Special Committee of three, appointed on the 26th

of last July, to act in conjunction with the Chief Engineer

and Surveyor of this City, in making a thorough examina-

tion of the causes and the most eifectual remedy of the

freshets on the line of the Parrish street culvert, beg leave

to make the following report

:

That they, in connection with the Chief Engineer and

Surveyor, made an examination of the aforesaid culvert,

and the district which it drains. In prosecuting their in-

quiries, they found that the whole line of said culvert, with

but slight exceptions, is subject during every heavy fall of

rain, to most destructive freshets, filling parlors, stores,'

basements, cellars, &c., with the most filthy and unhealthy

of all admixtures, street and culvert filth ; thus not only

destroying much valuable property, but endangering the

lives of our fellow citizens, by being ever present in warm
weather, to engender the worst forms of disease. It is ap-

parent to your Committee that the present culvert in Par-

rish street, is entirely inadequate to drain so large an extent

of territory as the established grades in this section of the



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 539

Citj necessarily throw into it, and that the urgency of the

case imperatively demands that another culvert, of ample
proportions, should be immediately constructed, to connect

with the Parrish street culvert, somewhere between Sixth

and Ninth streets, and thence run down Brown street to the

river Delaware.

Your Committee had entertained the hope that before

this period, they could have presented to your honorable

body, the report of the Chief Engineer and Surveyor upon
this subject, which report has been completed for some time,

but to our great regret and disappointment, we were told

after waiting patiently several weeks for its completion, that

it could not be at the service of Councils until acted upon
by the Board of Surveys. Being assured that said Board
would meet last Monday, and take immediate action upon
this report of their Chief, we agreed, with some reluctance,

to postpone our report. But what was our surprise upon
learning that at said meeting the Board of Surveyors re-

fused to take any action upon said report, alleging as their

only excuse, that Councils have no right to ask for informa-

tion direct from their Chief, thus interposing a complete

check to our inquiries.

Here, then, the matter rests, and in answer to the reso-

lution which passed this body at our last meeting, requesting

the Chief Engineer and Surveyor to furnish this Committee
with the report which he had prepared upon this subject, or

in other words, with the results of his inquiries upon this

matter, he returns the accompanying reply, which is by no
means the full and explicit information contemplated by
each of the resolutions, nor is it what the great importance
of the question and interests involved, so urgently demand.

And in conclusion, your Committee ask to be continued,

hoping that they may soon be enabled to make a full and
complete report, which is now prepared, and only requires

the action of the Board of Surveyors, at which time an
ordinance will be reported, to abate the evil complained of.

Thos. W. Steelling,

Chairman.
Geo. a. Binder,

J. Taylor.
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Department of Surveys, )

Office of CJiief Engineer and Surveyor.
)

Philadelphia, Sept'r 20, 1855.

Messrs. Steelling, Taylor and Binder, Special Committee

of Common Council.

Gentlemen :—The resolution of Common Council di-

recting the Chief Engineer and Surve3^or to report to your

body the result of his investigations upon the subject of the

Parrish street culvert, has been received, and take pleasure

in stating that the results prove conclusively that the ineffi-

ciency of the culverts is occasioned by the want, in part,

of capacity and suitable ventilation, and the requisite num-
ber of inlets, making it imperative that a new culvert should

be constructed on the line of Brown street. A detailed re-

port upon the subject has been prepared for the action of

the Board of Surveyors, and is now in their hands, which

course is necessary before presentation to councils as the

report of the Department of Surveyors.

With respect,

Strickland Kneass,

Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

Which was read, when

Mr. Craven

Moved that the report be received and the Committee
continued.

Which was agreed to.

The President

Laid before Council a communication from the Com-
mittee having in charge the new Masonic Hall, extending''an

invitation to the officers and members of Councils to view

the building, on Thursday, the 20th inst., at 7 o'clock, P. M.

Which was read, and the invitation accepted.

Mr. Biddle

Moved that the order of business be suspended, to take

up bill Common Council File, No. 17.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 541

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Hassinger and Biddle.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler,

Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Grayson, Hassinger, Kuorr, Mas-
cher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy,
M'Adams, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn,
Vaux, Welsh.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bishop, Bumm, Con-

rad, Craven, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson,

Gordon, Green, Hand, Henry, King, Marsh, Miller (Hi-

ram), M'Mullen, Parker, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker,
President.

Yeas 26 ; nays 29.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Taylor

Moved to suspend the regular order of business to take

up a resolution from Select Council, " relative to changing

the place of holding the election in the eighth precinct of

the Sixteenth Ward," and

Presented a petition from the citizens of said precinct,

askmg such change.

Which petition was read, and laid on the table, and

The motion to suspend was agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the place of voting of the eighth pre-

cinct, of the Sixteenth Ward, be removed from the house of

John Carlin, deceased, situated on the southwest corner of

Apple and George streets, to the house of Christian Schnit-

zell. No. 573 north Fifth street, above Poplar street.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.
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Mr. Henry

Moved to suspend the rules to take up a resolution from

Select Council, " relative to the purchase of the hall of the

American Philosophical Society."

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Mayor be authorized on behalf of

the City Corporation, to contract with the American Philo-

sophical Society for the purchase of their hall and lot on

the west side of Fifth street, below Chestnut, for a price

equivalent to the sum of $78,000, cash.

Which was twice read, and

On the question of agreeing to the same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Patter-

son and Gibson.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bishop, Butler, Chester,

Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Hand, Hassingcr, Henry, Houseman,

Manuel, Mascher, Moore, O'Neill, Patterson, Penrose,

Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Taylor, Vaux, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Bockius, Conrad, Craven,

Davenport, Dougherty, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gor-

don, Grayson, Green, King, Knorr, Miller (Andrew), Mil-

ler (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), M'Adams, Parker,

Preston, Roberts (C. B.), Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson,

Vanhorn, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 24 ; nays 33.

It was not agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they insist on their amendments to the

bill entitled, " An Ordinance to remit or refund to the tax

payers of the rural districts of the City of Philadelphia,"
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and have appointed Messrs. Keyser, Welsh and Roberts, a
Committee of Conference.

The President

Appointed Messrs. Willetts, Spencer Roberts and Has-
singer, as a similar Committee on the part of Common
Council.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to suspend the order of business, to offer a
resolution.

Which being agreed to, offered the following :

Resolved, That the Solicitor of the City of Philadelphia

be, and he is hereby authorized to take immediate steps to sue

out an injunction to restrain the Philosophical Society from
selling the property situate on Independence Square, on
Fifth street, near Chestnut.

Which was twice read.

And on the question of agreeing to the same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Ridg-

way and Gibson.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Borie, Butler, Chester,

Conrad, Davenport, Dougherty, Freeman, Gibson, Gordon,
Grayson, Green, King, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram),
Moore, M'Adams, Parker, Preston, Roberts (C. B.), Vaux,
Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Craven,
Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Fuller, Gay, Hand, Hassinger, House-
man, Knorr, Manuel, Mascher, Miller (J. Washington),
Patterson, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sand-
gran, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Yanhorn, Welsh, Hacker,
Fre&ident.

Yeas 23 ; nays 32.

It was not agreed to.
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Mr. Ridgway

Moved to suspend the rules to take up a resolution

from Select Council, relative to changing the precinct house

of the Seventh Precinct of the Fourteenth Ward.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved., That the precinct-house of the seventh pre-

cinct of the Fourteenth Ward, be changed from the south-

east corner of Twelfth and Parrish streets, to the house of

Charles Hinckle, at the northwest corner of Eleventh and

Myrtle street.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

The President

Submitted a communication from Thomas Birch, Chief

Commissioner of Highways, with accompanying documents,

relative to the contract for the cleansing of the Fourth Dis-

trict of the City, awarded to Messrs. Smith, Seckel & Co.,

as per resolution of Councils of the thirteenth September,

(^Appendix No. 38.)

Which were read, when

Mr. Gordon

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be, and he is herel)y authorized to contract for the cleansing

of the Fourth District, with Francis S. Altemus & Co., in-

stead of Smith, Seckel & Co., agreeable to the condition

contained in a resolution, approved September 19, 1855,

(^Paye 511, Qoynmon Council Journal.^

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Select Council concurred.
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The President

Laid before Council the following Message from the

Mayor.

Mayor's Office,
)

Philadelphia, Sept'r 20, 1855.
\

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia.

Gentlemen :—I have approved and signed the follow-

ing ordinances and resolutions, viz :

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to abolish a

certain stand for empty market wagons."

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance supplemental

to an Ordinance, entitled ' An Ordinance relating to hack-

ney carriages, approved the tenth day of May, A. D. eigh-

teen hundred and fifty-five.'
"

An ordinance entitled " An Ordinance to make an
appropriation to the Fire Department."

" A Resolution to authorize notice to be given of the

intended opening of certain streets."

" A Resolution relating to the vacation of Turner's

lane."

Respectfully,

R. T. Conrad,

Mayor.

Also,

Submitted the following communication from Isaac

Hazlehurst, Esq., City Solicitor, relative to the " Joint reso-

lution, in relation to the vacancy in the Board of Guardians

of the Poor, occasioned by the death of Townsend Smith,

late member of that Board, from Thirteenth Ward," and
which had been referred to him by this chamber for an
opinion.

City Solicitor's Office,
\

Philadelphia, September 19, 1855.
\

By the second clause of the forty-sixth section of the

Consolidation Act, it is provided that "Whenever any election

officer of said city shall die, or become incapable of fulfilling

the duties of his ofiice, his place, except where other pro-

69
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vision is made for filling the vacancy, shall be filled by a

joint vote of the City Councils, until the next city election

and the qualification of a s\iccessor in the office.

Under the provisions of this law, I am of the opinion

that the vacancy in the Board of Guardians of the Poor, oc-

casioned by the death of one of its members, should be filled

by a joint vote of the City Councils.

Isaac Hazlehurst.

Which was read, when

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution, to wit

:

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils, that

an election be held in joint meeting, on the first Thursday

in October, to fill the vacancy in the Board of Guardians of

the Poor, occasioned by the death of the late Townsend

Smith, member of said Board, from the Thirteenth Ward.

Pending the consideration of which,

On motion of

Mr. Duane,

Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, September 27, 1855.

Council met.—Present,
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Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from owners of property on Holley

street, between Fifteenth and Sixteenth, and between Fitz-

water and Catharine streets, asking that the water pipes

may be laid in said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works,

without reading.

Also,

Presented a petition from property holders in the vicinity

of Ninth and Morris streets, asking that the water courses

may be opened on said streets.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Mr. Davenport

Presented a petition from property owners on Fifteenth

street, between Christian and Carpenter streets, asking for

the introduction of the Schuylkill water along said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water Works,
without reading.

Mr. Houseman

Presented a communication from Joseph Brown, sub-

mitting the names of Peter Lamb, Jr., and Jacob Wilkins, as

his securities as supervisor of Third and Fourth Wards.

Also,

Presented a communication from George Phillips, sub-

mitting the names of Adam S. Young and William Allen,

as his securities as supervisor of the First Ward.

Also,

Presented a communication from John Sailor, submit-
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ting the names of Jacob F. Bricldey and Benjamin E. Hooven,
as his securities as supervisor of the Fifteenth Ward.

Also,

Presented a communication from Richard M. Batturs,

submitting the names of Daniel B. Beitler and Curtis Clay-

ton, Jr., as his securities as supervisor of the Ninth and Tenth

Wards.

Mr. Parham

Presented a communication from James Work, submit-

ting the names of Alexander M. Fox and William R. Bald,

as his securities for the office of supervisor of the Sixteenth

and Seventeenth Wards.

Also,

Presented a communication from Anthony Conrad, sub-

mitting the name of Charles B. Smith as his security for the

office of supervisor of the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Wards.

Mr. Bumm
Presented a communication from Israel N. Bell, sub-

mitting as his securities for the office of supervisor of the

Nineteenth Ward, the names of Solomon Wagner and

Jeremiah E. Eldridge.

Also,

Presented a communication from Isaac B. Dare, sub-

mitting the names of William Faunce, Sr. and Ahab Hun-
ter, as his securities for the office of Supervisor of the

Eighteenth Ward.

Mr. Preston

Presented a communication from Edward Strouss, sub-

mitting the names of James Preston and Edward Preston,

as his securities as Svipervisor of the second division of the

Twenty-first Ward.

Mr. Dyer

Presented a communication from Joseph Rheiner, sub-

mitting the names of John Campman and William Scargle,
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as his securities as Supervisor of the first division of the

Twenty-first Ward.

Mr. M'Mullcn

Presented a communication from W. P. Cooper, sub-

mitting the names of Samuel Wilson and Daniel Faunce, as

his securities for the ofiice of Supervisor of the second divi-

sion of the Twenty-third Ward.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Messrs. Borie, Conrad, Davenport, Grayson, Parham,

Patterson, Taylor and Vaux, each,

Presented petitions, numerously signed, asking that

such privileges may be granted as may be necessary, to

secure a proper execvition of the contemplated construction

of a passenger railway from the Navy Yard to the late Dis-

trict of Richmond.

Which Avere severally referred to the Special Com-

mittee having charge of said subject, without reading.

Mr. Abraham Baker

Presented a petition from citizens of the seventh pre-

cinct of the Ninth Ward, asking a change of the place of

holding the elections in said precinct.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Law.

Mr. Patterson

Presented a remonstrance from citizens residing on

Arch street, protesting against the construction of a passen-

ger railway on said street.

Which was read and referred to the Special Committee

having charge of that subject.

Mr. Barton

Presented a communication from Lawrence Myers, ex-

tending an invitation to examine a working model of his

Safety Railroad Gate.
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Which was read and referred to the Committee on

Railroads.

Mr. Parham

Presented a petition from voters of the eighth division

of the Sixteenth Ward, asking Councils to restore by a re-

consideration of their votes, the place of voting in said divi-

sion to its old place, when

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to reconsider the vote.

The President

Informed that the resolution was not in the possession

of Council, the same having been handed to the Mayor for

approval.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a petition from citizens, asking that a com-

mittee may be appointed to inquire into, and report, upon
what authority the Hon. Robert T. Conrad, Mayor, exer-

cises judicial authority.

Which was read, when

Mr. O'Neill

Moved that a Special Committee be appointed.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to refer the petition to the Committee
on Law.

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Bumm
Presented a petition from property holders along Duke

street, from Palmer to Wood, and Wood to Gaul streets,

ajid on West street from Wood to Vienna street, asking that

the Kensington Gas Company may be granted the privilege

of laying their pipes along the said streets.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Gas
Works.



552 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Sept. 27,

Mr. Peall

Presented a petition from the Richmond Artillerists,

asking permission to use the Richmond Hall for the purpose
of holding a military ball.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on City
Property.

Mr. Knorr

Presented a petition from property holders in the

vicinity of Union street, Twenty-fourth Ward, asking that

said street may be graded to the recorded grade of that

portion of the District of West Philadelphia.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

The President

Laid before Council sundry bills from the Board of

Health.

Which were read, and referred to the Committee on
Health.

Also,

A communication from Bernard Sherry, relative to the

water having been stopped off from his hydrant.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Water
Works.

Also,

A petition from property holders on Pearl street,

between Fifteenth and Sixteenth streets in the Fifteenth

Ward, asking the construction of a culvert along said street,

to empty into the one already constructed in Sixteenth

street.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Highways.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to suspend the regular order of business to offer

a resolution.

Which was not agreed to.
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Mr. Henry

Moved to suspend the rules, to take up a resolution on

the President's desk, from Select Council, relative to coal

lands in Schuylkill County belonging to the Girard Estates.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they have passed the follo^Ying resolution :

Resolved^ That the committee on Girard Estates he, and

they are hereby authorized to have a geological and topo-

graphical survey and examination made of the coal lands in

Schuylkill County belonging to the said estate, preparatory

to leasing them, pi'ovided the expense shall not exceed one

thousand dollars.

Hesolved, That the said committee be and they are hereby

authorized to advertise at such time as they shall deem
proper, for proposals to lease such parts of the Girard

coal lauds, in Schuylkill County, as they may deem ex-

pedient and prepare contracts for leasing the same, subject

to the approval and confirmation of Councils.

Which were severally twice read, considered and
agreed to.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to whom the

matter was referred, made a report, accompanied by a bill,

entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation for the pur-

pose therein mentioned." (^Apiyendix No. 39.)

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same, and

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Penrose

Moved the further consideration of the bill be postponed,

and that the Solicitor be requested to communicate to this

chamber the nature of the defence made in the case.

70
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Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend, to refer the same to the Committee

on Law, to report all the facts connected with the case.

Which amendment Avas accepted.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to whom the

matter was referred, made a report, accompanied by a bill,

entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation for the pur-

poses therein mentioned." (^Appendix, No. 40.)

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Henry

Moved that the further consideration of the ordinance

be postponed and printed for the use of the members.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to whom the

matter was referred, made report accompanied by a bill,

entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-

partment of the Receiver of Taxes, for the purposes there-

in mentioned." QAppendix, JVo. 41.)

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to the second reading and

consideration of the same,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Chester

and Preston.

And being ordered, were as follows

:
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Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Barton, Berry, Biddle, Binder,

Bishop, Broomall, Bockius, Chester, Conrad, Craven,

Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Freeman, Fuller, Gordon,
Grayson, Henry, King, Manuel, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen,
O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Preston, Roberts
(Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Welsh, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Bremer, Brouse,

Bumm, Butler, Dougherty, Gay, Gibson, Green, Hancock,
Hassinger, Houseman, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), M'Adams,
M'Cleary, Parham, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.),

Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Winship.

Yeas 86 ; nays 25.

It was agreed to.

The ordinance was then read a second time, when

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

indefinitely postponed.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Chester and Gibson.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Y'eas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bid-

die, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Conrad, Daven-
port, Davis, Dougherty, Enos, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Grayson,
Green, Hancock, Hassinger, Houseman, Marsh, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), M'Adams, M'Cleary,
Parham, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.),

Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Win-
ship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Bishop, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Craven, Dunk, Dyer, Freeman, Gordon, Hand,
Henry, King, Manuel, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parker, Penrose,

Preston, Roberts (Spencer), Steelling, Treadwell, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 40 ; nays 24.

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, to whom
the matter was referred, made report accompanied by an
ordinance, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-
partment of Highways, Bridges, Sewers and Cleansing the

City, to pay certain road damages in certificates of City

debt." (^Appendix, No. 42.)

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same, and

The first section being mider consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed, and printed for the use of the members.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Manuel

Moved to amend, by adding the following

:

" To William Early, the sum of $1,250 for damages
sustained by the widening of Poplar street, from Sixth to

Marshall street.

" To Daniel JelFras $3,800, assessed for the damages
of the opening of Columbia street."

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Fuller

Moved to refer the ordinance back to the Committee
on Highways, to make a special report thereon.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, " and to designate in every case,

whether damages have been assessed by a jury, and their

report confirmed by Court."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended, was agreed to.
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Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, to whom
the matter was referred, made report, accompanied by
a resolution authorizing the paving of certain streets. (^j>
pendix, No. 43.)

Which was read and laid upon the table.

Also,

To whom the matter had been referred, made report,

accompanied by a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance declaring Merchant street, running

northward from Thomiison street to Master street, between
Eighth and Franklin streets, in the Twentieth Ward, City

of Philadelphia, a public highw^ay." (^Appendix, No. 44.)

Which was read, when

Mr. Manuel

Moved to proceed to the second reading and consider-

ation of the same.

Which was not agreed to.

Also,

To whom the matter had been referred, made report,

accompanied by a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to open Wallace street, from Broad to

Sixteenth street, for public use." (^Appendix, No. 45.)

The report was read, when

Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved to proceed to the reading of the ordinance.

Which was not agreed to.

Also,

To whom the matter had been referred, made report,

accompanied by a resolution " directing the curbing and

paving of sidewalks by the owners of property on Ball
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street, in the Nineteenth Ward, and Rittenhouse street in

the Twenty-second Ward." (^Appendix No. 46.)

The report was read, when

Mr. Gay

Moved to proceed to the reading of the resolution,

Which was not agreed to.

Also,

To whom the matter had been referred, made report,

accompanied by a resolution " for providing means for the

construction of such culverts as may be approved by Coun-
cils." {Apjjendix No. 47.)

The report was read, when

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Moved to proceed to the reading of the resolution.

Which was not agreed to.

Also,

To whom the matter had been referred, made report,

accompanied by a resolution " relative to the grade of

Bridgewater street, at Market, Oak and Chestnut streets."

(^Appendix No. 48.)

Which report was read, when

Mr. Enos

Moved to proceed to the reading of the resolution.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved that the rules be suspcded for the purpose of

taking up other business.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Manuel,

Chairman of the Committee on Gas Works, made re-

port, accompanied by a bill, entitled,
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" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

the expense of lighting the City." (^Appendix, No. 40.)

The report was read, -when

Mr. Manuel

Moved to proceed to the reading of the ordinance.

AVhich was not agreed to.

Mr. Parham,

Chairman of the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-

partment, to whom the matter was referred, made report,

accompanied by a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay cer-

tain fire companies." (^Appendix, No. 50.)

The report was read, when

Mr. Parham

Moved that the ordinance be read, and that hereafter,

all ordinances and resolutions attached to reports, be con-

sidered as a part of said report.

Which was agreed to.

The ordinance was then read, and

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance, when

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

The bill having been so prepared,

Mr. Parham

Moved to suspend the rule which forbids the reading

of a bill twice on the same day, and that the bill be read a

third time.

. On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Andrew Miller and Fuller.
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And being ordered, Avcre as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Binder, Bishop, Bremer,

Broomall, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hancock, Hassin-

ger, Houseman, Knorr, Manuel, IMascher, Moore, M'Cleary,

Parham, Parker, Reed, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.),

Sandgran, Stevenson, Vanhorn, Yaux, Welsh, Winship,

Hacker, President.

Nays—]\Iessrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Brouse, Butler, Davis, Dougherty, Freeman, Gay, Henr)^,

King, Miller (Andrew), Patterson, Penrose, Roberts

(Spencer), Taylor, Willetts.

Yeas 37 ; nays 17.

Which was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time and passed.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to suspend the rules to offer a resolution, and

the same being agreed to, offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That all bills noAV on file or hereafter re-

ported by Committees, or read in place, be printed and

placed upon the file of members in the order in which they

are presented, and they shall be considered in that order.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Mr. Winship,

From the Committee on Trusts and Fire Department,

presented the follov/ing communication from Edward D.

Yates, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Fire De-

partment :

Philadelpiha, Sept. 27th 1855.

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila-

delphia :

Gentlemen :—At a stated meetina:; of the Board of

Directors of the Fire Department of the City of Philadel-

phia, held on Monday evening, September 24th, 1855, an elec-

tion was held in conformity with the fourth and fifth section

of the ordinance entitled, "An Ordinance re-organizing the
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Fire Department, requiring said Board to ballot annually, in

September, for five persons for Chief Engineer, and the

three persons receiving the highest number of votes to be

nominated to Councils for said office ; and at the same time

to ballot for three persons from each fire district, for Assis-

tant Engineers, and the three having the highest number of

votes to be returned to Councils for Councils to elect there-

from. The following was the result

:

For Chief Engineer.

T. West Blake received - - - 32 votes.

B. A Shoemaker " ... 29 "

Samuel P. Fearon" ... 23 "

For Assistant Engineer.

First Fire District.

Isaac Lower received ....
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Sixth District.
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Mr. Gordon,

Chairman of the Committee on Markets, made report,

accompanied by a bill, entitled "i\.n Ordinance to make ap-

propriation to the Department of Markets." (^Appendix No.

51.)

Which Tvas read, and

On the motion to proceed to the second reading and

consideration of the same.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Bishop,

Chairman of the Committee on Port Wardens, Public

Landings and Wharves, to whom the matter was referred,

made report, accompanied by a resolution to pay the expenses

of repairing certain wharves, and for ground rent due.

(^Appendix Ho. 52.)

Besolved, That the Superintendent of Wharves and

Landings be directed to draw warrants in favor of James
Nelson, for forty-seven dollars and six cents, for repaving

Washington street wharf, and estate of Cadwalader Evans,

for one hundred and seventeen dollars and twenty-five cents,

for six months ground rent on lot on Wood street (Schuyl-

kill) , due first of September last ; said amounts to be paid

out of the appropriation for cleansing docks made to the

Department, approved the 12th day of February, A. D.

1855.

agreed to

Which resolution was twice read, considered and

}d to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to suspend the rules, to take up the ordinance

making an appropriation to pay Lane Schofield.

Which was not agreed to.
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Mr. Freeman

Moved to suspend the rules, to proceed to the conside-

ration of Bill No. 18, Common Council File, making an ap-

propriation to the Guardians of the Poor.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

Offered the following resolution

:

Mesolved, by Select and Common Council, That the place

of voting in the eighth precinct of the Sixteenth Ward be

held at the house of Mrs. Carlin, corner of George and

Apple streets^ and all resolutions or ordinances inconsistent

herewith, be, and are hereby repealed.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to a second reading and con-

sideration of the same.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Committee on Gas be, and they are

hereby requested to confer with the Trustees of the Phila-

delphia Gas Works, with a view to appropriate a sufficient

amount of the late loan of five hundred thousand dollars to

the purchase of the real estate and gas apparatus of the

Southwark and Moyamensing Gas Company.

Which was read.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Northern Liberty Fire Company
be admitted to membership in the fire department of the

City of Philadelphia.

Which was twice read, when
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Mr. Gordon

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on Trusts

and Fire Department.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Manuel and Mascher.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Biddle, Bishop, Broomall, Butler, Conrad, Craven,

Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Gibson, Grayson, Hancock, Hand,
Hassinger, King, i^Iarsh, Moore, O'Neill, Parham, Patter-

son, Penrose, Reed, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.),

Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Vanhorn, Vaux, Willetts,

Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Barton, Berry, Binder, Borie, Bremer,
Brouse, Chester, Fuller, Gay, Green, Manuel, Mascher,
Miller (Andrew), M'Cleary, Parker, Preston, Ridgway,
Roberts (0. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Hacker, Presi-

dent.

Yeas 34 ; nays 22.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That when this Chamber adjourns it adjourn
to meet on Monday next, at 3 o'clock, P. M.

Which was read, when

Mr. Penrose

Moved to adjourn.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Fuller and Patterson.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—^lessrs. Berry, Binder, Bishop, Broomall, Ches-
ter, Conrad, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Gay, Grayson,
Green, Hand, King, Manuel, Marsh, Parham, Parker,
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Penrose, Preston, Reed, Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson,

Treadwell, Willetts.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler,

"Craven, Fuller, (Jibson, Gordon, Hancock, Hassinger,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Moore, M'Cleary, O'Neill,

Patterson, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts

(T. J.), Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 27 ; nays 29.

Which was not a^ireed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to proceed to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Patterson and Biddle.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Butler,

Craven, Freeman, Fuller, Hancock, Hassinger, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), Moore, M'Cleary, Patterson, Roberts (G.

B.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Steelling, Steven-

son, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bishop, Broomall,

Chester, Conrad, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Gordon, Grayson,

Green, Hand, King, Manuel, Marsh, Parham, Parker, Pen-

rose, Preston, Reed, Sandgran, Treadwell, Willetts.

Yeas 29 ; nays 24.

Which was agreed to.

The resolution was then read a second time, when

Mr. Reed

Moved to amend, to strike out " three o'clock, P. M."
and insert " evening at seven o'clock."
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On this motion,

Ir. Hassinger

Demanded the yeas and nays, but subsequently with-

drew the same.

Mr. Berry

Renewed the demand, but subsequently withdrew the
same.

The amendment was then agreed to.

The question recurring on the resolution as amended,
and the same being under consideration.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

Council adjourned.
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MONDAY, October 1st, 1S55.

Council met, pursuant to the following call, to wit

:

To Wm. p. Hacker, Esq., Prendent :

Sir: You are respectfully requested to call a special

meeting of Common Council on Monday next, 1st prox., at

3 o'clock, P.M., for the purpose of considering resolutions

and ordinances from Select Council, and ordinances on sec-

ond and third reading.

W. C. Patterson,
Geo. W. Biddle,

C. B. F. O'Neill,

D. S. Hassinger,
Thos. Craven,
Tnos. W. Steelling,

J. F. Mascher,
Chas. B. Roberts,

D. M'Cleary,
Francis J. Borib,

John Welsh,
Andrew Miller,
Pierce Butler,
George F. Gordon,
James A. Freeman.

John M. Riley, Esq., Clerk Common Council

:

Will please notify the members of Common Council,

for a meeting, agreeably with the within request, for Mon-

day afternoon, 1st of October.

Wm. p. Hacker,
President.

September 2Sth, 1855.
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Present,

Messrs. Baird,

Baker, Abraham,
Berry,

Biddle,

Bilyeu,

Bishop,

Bremer,
Brouse,

Bockius,

Bumm,
Chester,

Conrad,

Craven,

Davenport,

Davis,

Dyer,
Enos,

Freeman,
Fuller,

Gay,
Gibson,

Gordon,
Grayson,

Green,

Hancock,
Plassinger,

Henry,
Houseman,
King,
Knorr,

Select Council

Messrs. Manuel,
I\Iarsh,

Martin,

Mascher,

Miller, Andrew,
Miller, Hiram,
Murphy,
M'Cleary,

M'Mullen,

O'Neill,

Parham,
Parker,

Patterson,

Peall,

Penrose,

Reed,
Ridgway,
Roberts, C. B.,

Roberts, Spencer,

Roberts, T. J.,

Sandgran,

Steelling,

Stevenson,

Taylor,

Treadwell,

Vanhorn,
Vaux,
Willetts,

Winship,

Hacker, Fresident.

Informed that they have had under consideration, the

amendments made by Common Council to the bill, entitled,

"An Ordinance for the regulation of Signs, Awnings,

and Awning Posts."

They have concurred in the amendment in the first

section, by striking out "July," and inserting " September,"

in the second line.

72
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In the fourth line, to strike out the words "on any foot

pavement," and add to the end of the section, the words
" less than seven feet six inches in the clear from said pave-

ment."

Was non-concurred in.

In Section Second, first line, strike out "July," and in-

sert " September."

Was concurred in.

In Section Third, first line, strike out "July," and in-

sert " September."

Was concurred in.

In the same section, and add to the end of the section

the words, " and further provided, that it shall not prevent

the repair of any awning posts with the same material as

those now in use."

Was non-concurred in.

In striking out Section Fourth,

Was non-concurred in.

In adding new section, as Section Fifth,

Was concurred in.

Which was read, when

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved that Common Council insist on their amend-
ments, and that a committee of conference be appointed.

Which was agreed to, and

Messrs. Andrew Miller, Fuller and Parker were ap-

pointed as said committee, on the part of Common Council.

Select Council

Informed that they had had under consideration the

amendments made by Common Council to the bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to regulate the construction of vaults

under the streets, and to provide for the enforcement of

useful rc!j;ulations durin"; the time of such construction."
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In the first sectioii,from the word "thereof" in the fifth

line to the word " street" in the eighth line, (inclusive.)

Was concurred in.

Section 2. Strike out in the third line, " two dollars,"

and insert " twenty-five cents."

Was non-concurred in.

Strike out from the word " vault" on the fourth line,

to " and"" on the sixth line.

And from the word " thereof" in the eighth line, to

the end of the section.

Were concurred in.

Section 3. Inserted after the word " thickness" in the

fourth line, the words " or of any other substantial material

which may be authorized by the Commissioner of High-

ways."

Was non concurred in.

Which was read, when

Mr. Ridgway

Moved that Common Council insist on their amend-

ments, and that a committee of conference be appointed.

Which was agreed to.

And Messrs. Ridgway, Hiram Miller and Craven were

appointed said committee on the part of Common Council.

Also,

Informed that they had non-concurred in the amend-

ments to the bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to appropriate a certain lot of ground

ixi the Twenty-first Ward for a public burial ground."

Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved that Common Council recede.

Which was agreed to.
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Also,

Informed that they had concurred in the bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance reorganizing the Department of Sur-

veys, and prescribing the powers and duties of the Chief

Engineer and Surveyor, and the District Surveyors and

Regulators,"

With the following amendments

:

Section 1. In fourth and fifth lines, insert the words
" or the Mayor."

Section 2. In thirteenth line, to insert after the word
" grades" the words " as the necessities of the City shall

require." And in fourteenth line, insert the words " to be

submitted" after the word " necessary" ; also, strike out

the words " as the necessities of the City shall require" in

the fifteenth line.

Section 3. In third and fourth lines to insert the

words " by the request of three members of the Board."

Section 6. To insert the word " and" at the end of

first line ; insert after the word " minutes" in Hfth line, the

words " notes, memoranda," and the word " the" before the

word " principal."

Section T. Strike out in fifth line, the words "to
buildings that," and insert the words, " thereto whenever

such building or buildings ;" and in ninth line, to insert after

the word " set," the words, " nor streets or other highways

graded." In the nineteenth line, to insert the words " and

all other fines under this ordinance." In the twenty-ninth

line, to insert after the word " ten," the word " working,"

strike out the words " being requested," and insert the

words " notice being given at the proper office." Strike out

in the thirtieth line, the words " to the person desiring such

survey," and insert at the end of the section, the following

proviso

:

And provided further. That every such building, wall

or other structure, so extended beyond the line of any

street, road, lane, alley or adjoining property, shall be re-

' moved by direction of the Department of Surveys, at the

expense of the owner or owners thereof.
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Provided further, That each of the District Surveyors

shall give bonds, with two securities, in the sum of $4000,

conditioned for the payment of any damages or expenses

that may arise in consequence of any mistake, or error,

made by him or either of them, in giving the lines or heights

of any lot or lots, to be sued for and recovered by the per-

son or persons aggrieved, as damages in other cases are now
recoverable.

Also, to add the following new sections :

Section 8. The Chief Engineer and Surveyor shall, by
and with the advice and consent of Select Council, appoint

a recording clerk, whose duty it shall be, under his direc-

tion, to assist in the charge of the office, in making and

copying drafts, in recording documents, and in such busi-

ness as may be required. He shall act as Secretary of the

Board of Surveyors, and keep regular minutes of their pro-

ceedings, and shall receive a yearly compensation of eight

hundred dollars, payable quarterly.

Section 9. The Chief Engineer and Surveyor shall, by
and Avith the advice and consent of Select Council, appoint

a messenger and prescribe his duties. The salary of the

messenger shall be five hundred dollars per annum, payable

monthly.

Section 10. The Chief Engineer and Surveyor shall

receive an annual salary of three thousand dollars, payable

quarterly, for all services by him to be performed, and the

District Surveyors, for keeping the public record of surveys,

performing all services as a member of said board, and all

other official services which may be required of them for the

City of Philadelphia, shall each receive an annual salary

of five hundred dollars, as provided' by Act of Assembly,

payable quarterly, in addition to such fees and charges as

are or hereafter provided for.

Section 11. That the following schedule or rates of

charges for work, shall be allowable, in advance, to the

District Surveyors, by the owners of property on or adjoin-

ing streets wherein the same shall have been ordered or

done, viz

:

For surveying and regulating each single lot of not

more than twenty feet front, - - - - $3 00
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Each single lot of more than twenty and not over

forty feet front, $4 00

Each single lot of more than forty and not over sixty

feet front, 5 00

Each single lot of more than sixty and not over one

hundred feet front, 6 00

For each additional one hundred feet front, - - 1 00

For measuring, making drawings and returns for

water pipes, two cents per lineal foot, to be paid

by the City.

For gutter or grading stakes, one cent per lineal

foot, to be paid by the City.

For furnishing curb heights and stakes for one hun-

dred feet front, or less, 2 50

One-half cent, per foot, for each additional foot of

front.

For measuring and making returns of paving and
curbing, two cents per lineal foot, of property on
each side, to be paid by the City.

For furnishing the heights for recurbing or repaving,

tAvo cents per lineal foot.

Which were read, when

Mr. Hassinger

Moved the further consideration of the same be post-

poned, and the bill be printed for the use of members, the

amendments in italics.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had concurred in the resolution re-

lative to the notification of owners of property on certain

streets, to pave their footways, with the following amend-
ments.

Add to the end thereof, "Provided, That no work shall

be done, or materials supplied under this resolution, at the

cost of the City."

Common Council concurred in the amendment.
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Also,

Informed that they had concurred in the resolution re-

lative to the consolidation of certain Departments, with the

following amendments.

To strike out the words "on Wharves and Public Land-
ings," and insert the words, "appointed to provide for the

reduction of the expenses of the City."

Common Council concurred in the amendment.

Also,

Informed that they had concurred in the resolution re-

lative to the consolidation of certain Departments, with the

following amendments.

To strike out the words "on Market Houses," and insert

the words "appointed to provide for the reduction of the

expenses of the City."

Common Council non-concurred in the amendment.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the place of voting in the sixth precinct,

of the Sixth Ward, be changed from the Hermann House,
in Race street, to No. 14 Cherry street, at the sign of the

Golden Fleece, being more central, and in conformity with,

the petition of the residents of that precinct.

Which was twice read, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved to lay the resolution on the table.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution ;

Resolved, That the Commissioner of City Property,

(under the supervision of the Committee,) be and he is

hereby authorized to lease the Hall of the late District of

Kensington, to the Emanuel Protestant Episcopal Church,
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for the term of three months, at a rent of fifty dollars per

quarter.

Which was twice read, when

Mr. Patterson

Moved to lay the same on the table.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following preamble

and resolution, relative to the sale of the main line of Public

Works.

Whereas, The General Assembly of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania has enacted a law for the sale of the main
line of Public Works, wherein provision is made to exempt

the Pennsylvania Railroad Company from the payment of a

tax upon tonnage if they become purchasers of said works,

and

Whereas, The City of Philadelphia being largely inte-

rested in the Capital Stock of said Company, as also in the

general trade and business of these great lines of inter-

communication through our state, therefore

Resolved, That the Finance Committee be and they are

hereby authorized and instructed to confer with the Direct-

ors of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, on the subject

of the sale of the Public Works, and the proper policy to be

pursued for the protection of the City interests as connect-

ed therewith, and report to Councils the result of their action

whenever they shall deem it expedient.

The resolution was twice read, and on motion of

Mr. Patterson,

The further consideration thereof was indefinitely post-

poned.

Also,

Informed that they had concurred in the resolution re-

lative to forming trains of carts, drays, or other vehicles
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of burden, in the highways of the City, with the following

amendment

:

Strike out in the second line, the words " to report,"

and insert the words, " to inquire into the expediency of re-

porting."

Common Council concurred in the amendment.

Also,

Informed that they had concurred in the bill, entitled,

"An Ordinance to fix the hour at which the Markets on

Saturday afternoon shall close."

With the following amendments :

In the first section, strike out "ten" and insert the

words "nine and a-half."

In the second section, strike out "ten" and insert the

words "nine and a-half."

Common Council concurred in the amendments.

Also,

Inform that they have had under consideration, a bill

entitled,

" An Ordinance to re-organize the Police Department

of the City of Philadelphia."

Which was read, and

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the same.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. King

Moved that the further consideration thereof, be indefi-

nitely postponed.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. O'Neill and Berry.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Bishop, Chester, Conrad,

Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson,

73
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Gordon, Grayson, Houseman, King, M'Mullen, Parker, Pen-

rose, RidgAvay, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Treadwell,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,

Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Freeman, Gay, Hancock, Hassin-

ger, Henry, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Cleary,

O'Neill, Patterson, Peall, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.),

Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Willetts,

Winship.

Yeas 24 ; nays 29.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved that the further consideration of the bill be

postponed for the present.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend, " and be printed for the use of mem-
bers, the amendments in italics."

The amendment Avas accepted.

And on the question of agreeing to the motion,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Patter-

son and Willetts.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Bilyeu, Bishop, Chester, Con-

rad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller,

Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Houseman, King, Miller

(Hiram), Parker, Penrose, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Fresident.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,

Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry,

Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),

Murphy, M'Cleary, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Patterson, Peall,

Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Taylor, Van-

horn, Vaux, Winship.

Yeas 28 ; nays 26.

It was agreed to.
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Also,

Informed that they had passed the folloAving preamble
and resolution

:

Whereas, By the second section of an act, entitled,

" A Supplement to the act consolidating the City of Phila-

delphia," approved the 21st day of April, A. D. 1855, it is

enjoined that it shall be the duty of the Select and Common
Councils of said City, to designate the place of holding the

elections in the several election divisions of the Wards in

said City, and to notify the Sheriff thereof, at least thirty

days' prior to the second Tuesday of October next. There-
fore,

Resolved, That the members of Councils from the

various Wards be requested to present to Councils all ap-

plications for any changes of precinct houses that may be
required in their various Wards, on or before Thursday,
the 16th instant.

Which was twice read, and

On motion of

Mr. Gordon,

It was laid on the table.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the property holders on Delancy street,

from Eighteenth to Nineteenth streets, be and they are

hereby authorized to pave said street, provided the same
shall be done subject to the supervision of the Department
of Highways.

Which was twice read, when

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Moved to amend, " provided the same shall be done
without cost to the City treasury."

Which was agreed to-

And the resolution as amended was agreed to.
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Also
J

Informed that they had passed the following

:

Resolved, That the City Solicitor be requested to com-

mence such proceeding at law, as is indicated under the

ninth section of the act of April 12th, A. D. 1853 (Pamphlet

laws), entitled, " An act relating to the Greenwich Land
and Building Association," for the removal of a "bone boil-

ing establishment" at the intersection of Gunner's run creek

with Richmond lane or Ann street.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Board of Surveyors be directed to

fix the curb regulation on Waterloo street from Clearfield

street to Richmond lane, in the Nineteenth Ward.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the owners of property on Duke street,

from Maple to Clearfield streets ; Brown street, from Clear-

field to Maple streets, and Gold street, from Duke to Brown
streets, be notified to curb and pave their lootways within

thirty days.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the interest shall cease and determine

on all warrants that shall have been, or may be endorsed or

countersigned by the City Treasurer, on and after public

notice has been given that such warrants will be paid on

presei.tation at his office, and the City Treasurer is hereby

directed and required to give public notice immediately

upon his having funds for the payment of said warrants.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 581

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That so much of the appropriation as was
made to the Department of City Property, on the 15th of

February last, as shall amount to three thousand five hun-

dred and fifty five i^ dollars, be transferred from the fol-

lowing accounts, viz

:

From appropriation to pay taxes on City property, $147 75
" "

to Independence Hall and
Steeple, - - 907 71

" " to pave footways around City

property, - - 1,500 00
" " to pave footways around Le-

mon hill, - - 1,000 00

And the same be appropriated as follows :

To Jefferson Square,

To expenses of office and stationery,

To Public Squares, salaries, &c., -

To fitting up Independence Hall, -

$3,555 46

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Chief Engineer of the Fire De-
partment be authorized to purchase two thousand feet of

new hose, to be distributed in such districts of the City as

may need the same, under the supervision of the Committee
on Trusts and Fire Department.

Which Avas twice read, when

Mr. Mascher

Moved that the further consideration of the same be
indefinitely postponed.

Which was agreed to.

tjt5d,5ob
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Also,

Informed that they had passed the following bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-
partment of the Receiver of Taxes."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

indefinitely postponed.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That the Chief Engineer of the Water De-

partment be directed to discontinue the granting of permis-

sion to open the fire plugs, for the purpose of sprinkling the

streets of the City.

Which was twice read, when

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

indefinitely postponed.

Which was agreed to. •

Mr. Ridgway, seconded by Mr. Davenport,

Moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution

was indefinitely postponed.

Which was not agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had non-concurred in the amend-

ment to the resolution " relative to cleansing streets."

Which was read, when



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 583

Mr. Patterson

Moved that Common Council insist on their amendment,

and that a Committee of Conference be appointed.

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the further consideration thereof be indefi-

nitely postponed.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution,

entitled,

" Joint resolution in relation to a vault in Carter street,

now being constructed for private purposes."

Resolved^ By the Select and Common Councils, that

the Chief Commissioner of Highways be instructed to re-

port immediately by what authority a vault is now being

constructed under the cartway of Carter street, for private

purposes.

Which was twice read, considered, and adopted.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Department of Surveys be, and
are hereby directed to establish a grade on Market street,

from Germantown avenue to Wissahickon street ; Green
street, from Rittenhouse to School streets ; Wistar street,

from Germantown avenue to Bristol street ; Manheim street,

from Germantown avenue to Wissahickon street, and East

Washington avenue, from Germantown avenue to Bristol

street, in the Twenty-second Ward.

Which was twice read, when

Mr. Bockius

Moved to amend, to add, " also Queen street, from

Germantown avenue to township line."

Which amendment was agreed to.
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Mr. Hancock

Moved to amend by adding the following

:

And that the Surveyor of the eleventh surveying dis-

trict be directed to lay out and fix the lines of the streets

(and establish the grades on the same), of that portion of

the Twenty-fourth Ward, which lies between Westminster

avenue and Columbia avenue, and River street and Fisher

avenue ; the same to be done under the supervision of the

Chief Surveyor, in accordance with the act of Assembly,
entitled, " A Supplement to the act consolidating the City

of Philadelphia, April 21st, 1855."

Which amendment was not agreed to.

And the resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

Messrs. Gordon and Gibson,

Moved a reconsideration of the vote by which the re-

solution was agreed to.

Which was agreed to, when

Mr. Gibson

Moved to refer the resolution to the Committee on
Surveys.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Besolved, That the Board of Surveys be directed to

give the lines of Crease lane, from Ridge pike to Livezey's

mill road, and the lines of Queen lane from Ridge pike to

Scott's road ; also Centre street, from Main street to Manay-
unk avenue. Twenty-first Ward.

Which was twice read, when

Mr. Gibson

Moved to refer the same to the Committee on Surveys.

Which was agreed to.
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Also,

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be, and he is hereby directed to grant to such citizens of

the Nineteenth Ward, as may apply for the same, permis-

sion to erect a temporary bridge across Gmnier's run canal,

where the said canal crosses Cedar street, and, also, to lay

down temporarily, a plank footway in the vicinage of the

same. Provided, the construction of the said bridge, and

the laying down of said footAvay, shall be at the cost of the

persons applying for the privilege of erecting said bridge

and the laying down of said footway, under the supervision

of the Commissioner of Highways, and provided the same
shall be removed whenever the Department of Highways
may deem the same expedient.

Which was read twice, considered and agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they had passed a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to authorize the construction of a cer-

tain culvert."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

The first section being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

ISIoved to amend, to strike out " Department of High-

ways," and insert " Department of Surveys and Regula-

tions."

Which was not agreed to.

The first section was then agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read

ing.
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It was then, by special order, read a tliird time, and

passed.

Mr. Bockius

Moved to take up the ordinance to notify the property

owners on Hancock street and Adams street, in the Twen-

ty-second Ward, that said streets will be required for public

use.

Which was agreed to.

The ordinance being upon third reading,

It was then read a third time and agreed to.

Also,

Inform that they had passed a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to change the name of Market street,

in the Twenty-second Ward."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Also,

Informed that they had passed a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-

partment of Water."

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the same, when
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Mr. Fuller

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof,

and that the bill be printed for the use of members.

Which was not agreed to.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.
^

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third read-

ing.

And on the motion to suspend the rules, and proceed

to a third reading and consideration of the bill,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Fuller

and Gordon.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,

Bremer, Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman Gay, Gibson, Hancock, Hassinger, Henry,
King, jNIanuel, Marsh, INIartin, Miller (Andrew) Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), M'Cleary, O'Neill, Pat-

terson, Reed, Roberts (C. B.)^ Roberts (Spencer), Steelling,

Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Fuller, Sandgran.

Yeas 36 ; nays 2.

It was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time and passed.

Also,

Informed that they had passed a bill, entitled " An
Ordinance to regulate and graduate the salaries of certain

officers."

On motion,

Counci'

1 of the

Section first being under consideration,

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the same.
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Mr. Freeman

Moved to consider the same by items.

Which ^Yas agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Movejl to amend on the fourth line, Mayor's salary, to

strike out 4000 and insert 3000.

On this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded

by Messrs. Chester and Berry.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,

Bremer, Brouse, Chester, Gay, Grayson, Hancock, Hassin-

ger, Martin, Mascher, INIiller (Andrew), Miller, (Hiram),

Miller (J. Washington), M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker, Patter-

son, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Steelling, Stevenson,

Taylor, Yanhorn, Vaux, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Bishop, Bumm, Conrad, Craven,

Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson,

Gordon, Green, Henry, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh,

Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Yeas 27 ; nays 25.

Which was agreed to.

Second item.—Mayor's Clerk.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out 1200 and insert 1000.

Which was agreed to.

Third item.—Agreed to.

Fourth item.—Marshal's Clerk.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to strike out 1000 and insert 800.
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Mr. Bumm
Moved to amend the amendment, to strike out 1000 and

insert 200.

Which was agreed to.

Fifth item.—City Solicitor.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out 2500 and insert 2000.

Which was agreed to.

Sixth item.—Solicitor's First Assistant.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out 2000 and insert 1500.

Which was agreed to.

Seventh item.—Solicitor's Assistants.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out 1000 and insert 800.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend the amendment, to strike out 1000 and

insert 500.

Which was agreed to.

Eighth item.—Solicitor's Clerk.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to strike out 800 and insert 500.

Which was agreed to.

Ninth item.—Controller.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to strike out 2500 and insert 1000.

Which was not agreed to.
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Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend, to insert 1500.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to insert 2000.

Which was agreed to.

Tenth item.—Controller's principal Clerk.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out 1200 and insert 1000.

Which was agreed to.

Eleventh item.—Four Assistants.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out 900 and insert 800.

Which was agreed to.

Twelfth item.—Messenger,

Was agreed to.

Thirteenth item.—City Treasurer,

Was agreed to.

Fourteenth item.—Book-keeeper.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend to strike out 1200 and insert 1000.

Which was agreed to.

Fifteenth item.—Stock Clerk.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to strike out 900 and insert 850.

Which was agreed to.

Sixteenth item.—Two Miscellaneous Clerks.
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Mr. Freeman

Moved to strike out 800 and insert 850.

Which was agreed to.

Seventeenth item.-—Messenger,

Was agreed to.

Eighteenth item.—Receiver of Taxes.

Mr. Biddie

Moved to amend to strike out 2500 and insert 2000.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Conrad and Biddie.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddie,

Bishop, Bremer, Brouse, Chester, Fuller, Gay, Gibson,

Hancock, Hassinger, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew)
Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), M'Cleary, Patter-

son, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (T. J.), Steelling, Stevenson,

Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Conrad, Craven, Dyer, Freeman,
Gordon, Grayson, Henry, Manuel, Marsh, Parker, Sand-

gran, Hacker, President.

Yeas 28 ; nays 12.

Which was agreed to.

Nineteenth item.—Chief Clerk.

Mr. Biddie

Moved to amend, to strike out 1200 and insert 1000.

Which was agreed to.

Twentieth item.—Six Clerks.

Mr. Biddie

Moved to strike out 900 and insert 800.

Which was agreed to.
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Twenty-first item.—Messenger,

Was agreed to.

Twenty-second item.—Chief Engineer of Water.

Mr. Henry

Moved to amend, to sti'ike out 2500 and insert 3000.

Mr. Steelling

Moved to amend the amendment, to strike out 2500
and insert 2000.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Manuel

and Enos.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Berry, Enos, Henry, Manuel.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,

Bishop, Bremer, Brouse, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven,

Davenport, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gordon, Grayson,

Hancock, Hassinger, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington),

M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Ridgway, Roberts

(C. B), Roberts (T. J.) Sandgran, Steellmg, Stevenson,

Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Winship.

Yeas 4 ; nays 38.

It was not agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

Moved to amend, to strike out 2500 and insert 2250.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by

Messrs. Freeman and Fuller.

And being ordered were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bumm, Chester, Davenport, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Parker,

Sandgran, Steelling, Vanhorn.
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Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle,

Bishop, Bremer, Brouse, Conrad, Craven, Gay, Hancock,
Hassinger, Henry, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), M'Cleary, O'Neill,

Patterson, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J).

Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Winship, Hacker, President,

Yeas 14 ; nays 30.

V Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the original salary,

It was agreed to.

Twenty-third item.—Register of Water.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out 1600 and insert 1800.

Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend the amendment, to strike out 1600
and insert 1200.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Fuller and Ridgway.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Bumm, Chester, Craven, Davenport,

Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gordon, G^^yson, Marsh,

O'Neill, Parker, Ridgway, Steelling.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Berry, Bid-

dle, Bishop, Bremer, Brouse, Conrad, Gay, Hancock, Has-
singer, Henry, Manuel, Mascher, Miller (Andrew) Miller

(J. Washington), M'Cleary, Patterson, Reed, Roberts,

(C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Stevenson, Taylor,

Vanhorn_, Vaux, Winship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 15 ; nays 28.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

Moved to amend, to strike out 1600 and insert 1400.

Which was not agreed to.

75
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Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend, to strike out 1600 and insert 1500.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr.
Biddle,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Manuel
and Fuller.

And being ordered, were as follows ;

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Berry, Bid-

die, Bremer, Brovise, Conrad, Gibson, Hassinger, Henry,
Martin, Mascher, Miller (AndroAv), Miller (J. Washington),

M'Cleary, Parker, Patterson, Peall, Reed,Ridgway, Roberts

(C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Stevenson, Vanhorn,
Vaux, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Bumm, Chester, Craven, Davenport,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gordon, Grayson, Hancock,
Manuel, Miller (Hiram), O'Neill, Steelling, Taylor, Hacker,
President.

Yeas 27 ; nays 17.

It was agreed to.

The President

(On leave granted at this time) submitted the follow-

ing communication from Isaac Hazlehurst, City Solicitor

:

City Solicitor's Office. )

Philadelphia, October 1, 1855.
\

To the Members of the Common Council.

Gentlemen :—I have observed with some surprise in

the public journals, that a bill has recently passed the Select

Council, to reduce the number of assistants employed in this

Department.

As the ordinance organizing the department was passed

little more than a year ago, after full deliberation and consul-

tation with myself as its responsible head, I could scarcely an-

ticipate that so material a change:Avould be made in the office,

without some inquiry as to the propriety and necessity of

the change. No such inquiry, however, has been made at
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this department, and believing that the public interests

will not be promoted by the proposed reduction, I cannot

reconcile it with my sense of duty to withhold, through

mere delicacy, any information which it is proper Councils

should possess.

Before taking any action in your body on this matter,

therefore, I would respectfully suggest the appointment of

a committee, with whom I may confer, and to whom it would
afford me great pleasure to communicate my views, with

such facts as may bear materially upon the question. This

suggestion I make with less reluctance, as I am satisfied

both Councils and myself can have but one object in view

—

to promote the interests of the City.

Very respectfully, yours,

Isaac IIazlehurst.

Which was read and laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Conrad,

Council adjourned.



596 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Oct. 4,

THURSDAY, Oct. 4th, 1855.

Council met.—In the absence of the President, Mr. Pen-

rose was called to the chair.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. Bumm

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from property owners on Eighth

street, from Carpenter street to Passyunk road, asking the

introduction of gas lamps on said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Also,

A communication from Robert Eodgers^ submitting

the name of George F. Chambers as his security as Super-

visor of the Second Ward.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. Borie

Presented a communication from owners of property

on Tenth street, and Christian street west of Tenth, pre-

senting " Agnes street," running south from Christian street

above Tenth, to the city, to be used hereafter as a public

street, to be cleansed and kept in repair in like manner
with other streets of the city.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Messrs. Binder, Davis, and Ridgway, each,

Presented petitions from citizens, asking the passage of
an ordinance that will require the Philadelphia, German-
town and Norristown Railroad Company, to employ and
keep on each crossing a Avatchman, whose duty shall be to

give proper warning to persons on the approach of trains,



598 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Oct. 4,

and such other requirements that Avill throw around the

citizen a proper safeguard.

Which were read and severally referred to the Special

Committee liaviug charge of the subject, with instructions

to report an ordinance in accordance therewith at the next

stated meeting of Council.

Messrs. Bumm and Moore, each,

Presented petitions from citizens, asking the grant of

such privileges as may be necessary to secure a proper

execution of the contemplated construction of a passenger

railway from the Navy Yard to the late District of Rich-

mond.

Which were severally referred to the Special Commit-
tee having charge of the subject, without reading.

Mr. Ridgway

Presented a petition from owners of property on De-
lancy place, and two twenty feet streets parallel thereto,

between Spruce and Pine, and Schuylkill Fourth and Fifth

streets, asking that the usual number of city gas lamps and

fire plugs be placed therein forthwith.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Police.

Mr. Craven

Presented a petition from Abel Lukens, one of the

securities of F. Knox Morton, City Treasurer, asking to be

released from a lien against a certain lot situate at the

northwest corner of Frankford road and Huntingdon street.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Mr. Gordon

Presented a petition from owners of property on Poplar

street, between Nineffeenth and Grape streets, asking that

the water-pipes may be laid on said street.
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jMr. Manuel

Presented a petition from owners of property on Mar-
shall street, from Jefferson to Oxford streets, asking the in-

troduction of water-pipes along said street.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Water Works, without reading.

Mr. Fuller

Presented a petition from Matthew Thompson, asking

that the Chief Commissioner of Highways may be author-

ized and directed to fill up the intersection of Moore street,

between Mori'is street and Passyunk road, to its proper

grade.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Mr. Manuel

Presented a communication from the South Penn Hose
Company, accepting the ordinance for the better regulation

of the Fire Department, and petitioning for admittance into

the same.

Which was read and laid on the table for the present.

Mr. Ridgway

Presented a bill from T. & G. To^vn for tax duplicates

and assessors' books against the late District of Penn.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Law.

Mr. Knorr

Presented a petition from property owners of the

Twenty-fourth Ward, asking that William street, from Bar-

ing street to Lancaster Turnpike, as laid down in the re-

corded survey, may be opened for public use.

Also,

Presented a petition from owners of property and resi-

dents in the neighborhood of Columbia avenue, between
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Broad and Fifteenth streets, asking that the owners of pro-

perty on said street may be notified to have their footways

paved, and that the said streets may be furnished with two

lamps.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Highways.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Presented a communication from Strickland Kneass,

Esq., Chief Engineer and Surveyor, in reply to a resolution

of Council, passed Sept. 18th, 1855, (page 527 of the Jour-

nal.) (^Appendix ^ No. 53.)

Which was read and referred to the Special Committee
on the Parrish street culvert.

Mr. Gordon

Presented a petition from the Mechanic Fire Company,
asking to be admitted into the present Fire Department.

Which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Trusts and Fire Department.

The President

Laid before Council the following communication from

John N. Henderson, City Controller

:

Controller's Office, )

Philadelphia, Oct. 4th, 1855.
j

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia

:

Gentlemen :—In accordance with an ordinance ap-

proved the twenty-fifth day of July, 1854, it becomes my
duty to inform your body that the appropriation made to

the City Commissioners for various purposes, amounting to

(one hundred and forty-eight thousand four hundred and

ten dollars and fifty-five cents) - - - $148,410 55
Is nearly exhausted. I have countersigned

warrants up to Oct. 2d, amounting to - 148,384 29

Balance, ... $26 26
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The object of the appropriation not being sufficient, the

Commissioners will require to pay the demands against their

Department the following amounts, and for the following

purposes

:

Civil Courts, $9,000 00

Criminal Courts, .... 10,000 00

Salaries of officers,.... 4,100 00

Assessments, indexing books, - - 3,000 00

Elections, 3,000 00

Tax duplicates, .... 10,000 00

Fuel, 1,000 00

Road Jurors, 500 00

Court Houses and officers, - - 500 00

Incidentals, 500 00

Books for Recorder's office, - - 1,000 00

Sheriff, 2,000 00

Printing and advertising, - - 1,000 00

$45,600 00

Respectfully submitted,

John N. Henderson,

City Controller.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Finance.

Also,

A communication from Samuel P. Marks, Clerk to the

Board of Health, enclosing a report and resolutions of the

Sanitary Committee, on the subject of the bone-boiling es-

tablishments on Gunner's Run, Twenty-third Ward, and
surface drainage of the late District of Kensington, near
the Water Works.

"Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

76
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Also,

A communication from William A. Thorp, soliciting

the appointment of Assistant Engineer of the Third Fire

District.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Also,

A communication from S. Snyder Leidy, Secretary to

the Board of Guardians of the Poor, enclosing a preamble

and resolution relative to the monies received in payment

of bonded and support cases. (^Appendix, No. 54.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Reed

Moved to suspend the orders of the day, to take up

bill No. 18, Common Council File, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Guar-

dians of the Poor for the year 1855."

Mr. Houseman

Moved to amend, " and also for the purpose of consi-

dering the report of the Committee on Highways on the

Moore street culvert."

Mr. Manuel

Moved to amend the amendment, " and to consider the

bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

the expenses of lighting the City."

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

The amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the second reading and con-

sideration of the bill, entitled

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Guar-

dians of the Poor, for the year 1855."
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The first and only section, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill was ordered to be prepared for a third

reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Select Council concurred.

Council then proceeded to the consideration of the re-

port of the Committee on Highways, relative to a culvert in

Moore street, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the contract be awarded to Mr. L. D.
Fuller.

Mr. Reed

Moved to amend, to strike out Mr, L. D. Fuller, and

insert " to the lowest bidder."

Mr. Knorr

Moved to amend the amendment, " to Griffith & Blair,

the lowest bidder."

Mr. Hoppel

Moved that the further consideration of the subject be
postponed, and be referred to the Committee on Highways,
with instructions to report an ordinance awarding the con-

tract to the lowest bidder.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, to strike out " the lowest bidder"

and insert " L. D. Fuller."

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend the amendment, " to award the same

to Griffith & Blair, or either of them, the lowest bidders, if



604 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Oct. 4,

not legally Incompetent to enter into said contract, and if

so, to e next lowest bidder."

Which amendment was accepted.

Mr. Chester

TMoved to amend the amendment, to strike out the

words, " or either of them."

Which was agreed to.

The amendment as amended was agreed to.

Mr. King

Moved to amend, to add, " Provided his bid is for the

completion of the work."

Which amendment was accepted and agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the consideration of the

bill, entitled

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

the expenses of lighting the City," when

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Select Council concurred.

The President

Laid before Council the following communication from

Thos. Birch, Chief Commissioner of Highways

:
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: OF Public Highways,
}

31* Chestnut and Fifth sts.
\

Philadelphia, Oct. 4, 1855.

Department of Public Highways,
}

Office, S. W. corner Chestnut and Fifth sts.
\

To the Common Council:

Gentlemen :—In answer to the resolution,,passed Oct.

1, asking information relative to the vault now being con-

structed on Carter's alley, at Third street,

I respectfully report, that the same has been done

under a permit granted by the Department of Surveys,

dated June 29, 1855.

Very respectfully,

Thomas Birch,

Chief Commissioner of Highways.

Also,

The following message from the Mayor

:

Mayor's Office, )

Philadelphia, Oct. 4, 1855.
\

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia

:

Gentlemen :—I have approved and signed the follow-

ing ordinances and resolutions, viz.

:

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

the expense of lighting the City."

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-

partment of City Controller."

" A Supplement to an ordinance organizing the De-

partment of City Property, approved August 29, 1854."

" Resolution adopted by Select and Common Councils,

at the City of Philadelphia, September 20, 1855."

" Resolution adopted by Select and Common Councils,

of the City of Philadelphia, September 20th, A. D. 1855."
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" An Ordinance to fix the hour at which the markets

on Saturday afternoons shall close."

B. T. Conrad,

Mayor.

Which were severally read and laid on the table.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved to suspend the orders of the day, for the pur-

pose of taking up bill No. 21, Common Council File.

Mr. Parker

Moved to amend, " and bill No. 11 Common Council

File."

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to amend the amendment, " and also for consi-

dering the ordinance awarding damages to Messrs. James
Harper & Co."

The amendment to the amendment was not agreed to.

The amendment was not agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the second reading and con-

sideration of bill No. 21 , entitled

" An Ordinance to open Wallace street, from Broad to

Sixteenth streets, for public use," when

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to amend the ordinance, by adding the follow-

ing as a third section

:

" That Merchant street, in the Twentieth Ward of the

City of Philadelphia, as deeded by J. Williams Biddle,

trustee, and John and Nicholas Grim, to the said city, be
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accepted ; and that the said street be declared a public

highway, any other ordinance to the contrary notwithstand-

ing."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the section as read was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The title being under consideration,

Mr. T. J. Roberts

Moved to amend the same, by inserting between the

words " street" and " for," " and Merchant street, from
Thompson to Master."

Which amendment was agreed to.

And the title as amended was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to suspend the orders of the day, " to read an

ordinance in place."

And the motion being agreed to,

Read in place, and presented to the Chair a bill, en-

titled,

" An Ordinance for the better protection of the bridges

owned by the City of Philadelphia across the river Schuyl-

kill." (^Appendix, No. 55.)

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the same, when

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.
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The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It ^Yas then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Parker

Moved to suspend the orders of the day, to consider

bill No. 11, Common Council File, entitled

" An Ordinance to authorize a loan to pay the fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth installments on
the subscription to the capital stock of the Northwestern
Railroad Company."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Gordon and Conrad.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Barton, Berry, Biddle, Binder,

Broomall, Bockius, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Daven-
port, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Gay, Gibson, Grayson,

Green, Hassinger, Houseman, King, Manuel, Miller (J.

Washington), Moore, M'Mullen, Parham, Parker, Patter-

son, Penrose, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts

(T. J.), Taylor, Willetts, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Dougherty, Gordon, Hand, Henry,
Marsh, Mascher, Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill.

Yeas 38 ; nays 9.

Which was agreed to.

The Clerk then produced files of the Daily News and

Daily Morning Times, as vouchers of its advertisement.

Council then proceeded to the second reading and con-

sideration of the ordinance, and

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. O'Neill

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-
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poned, and that it be referred to a special committee, with

power to send for persons and papers, and report to Council.

Which was agreed to.

And Messrs. O'Neill, Biddle, Parker, Reed and Win-

ship were appointed as said Committee.

Mr. Willetts,

From the Committee of Conference on the bill, entitled

" An Ordinance to remit or refund to the tax-payers of the

rural districts of the City of Philadelphia," presented the

following report

:

The undersigned Committee of Conference, appointed

upon the disagreement between the two branches of Coun-

cils on the amendments to the bill, entitled " An Ordinance

to remit or refund to the tax-payers of the rural districts of

the City of Philadelphia,"

Report that they have agreed to the following amend-

ments, to wit

:

To strike out, in the fifth line, the words " sixty-six"

and insert "fifty."

To insert in the sixth line, after the word " following,"

the words " which are hereby declared to be ;" and in the

same line, after the word " portions," to insert the words,

"as defined by said act and supplement."

In the eighth line, to strike out the words, " First,

second."

To insert in the ninth line, after the word " first," the

word " and ;" and in the same line to strike out the words,
" and Seventh."

To insert in the eleventh line, after the word " second,"

the following words :
" Except that portion thereof bounded

as follows : Beginning at the junction of Lehigh avenue and

Frankford Turnpike Road, thence along Frankford Turn-

pike Road to Westmoreland street,,along said street to

Frankford Plank Road, thence along Frankford Plank Road
to Lehigh avenue, along Lehigh avenue to the place of

11
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beginning ;' and in the same line, strike out the words
" Third, Eighth."

To strike out in the thirteenth line the words, " the first

and second divisions," and insert, " so much of the meadoAV

land as is subject to a bank tax by an act of Assembly."

Samuel C. Willetts,

D. S. Hassinger,
Spencer Roberts.

Which was read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Bockius

Moved to postpone the further consideration thereof,

and that the report be printed for the use of the members.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Hancock

Moved to lay the same on the table.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Welsh and Peall.

And being ordered were as follows

:

Yeas— Messrs. Barton, Berry, Biddle, Broomall,

Brouse, Bockius, Bumm, Chester, Craven, Davis, Dunk,
Fuller, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hancock, Hoppel, Martin,

O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Roberts (T. J.),

Sandgran.

Nays— Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Binder,

Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Bremer, Conrad, Dougherty, Dyer,
Enos, Gay, Hand, Hassinger, Plenry, Houseman, King,

Knorr, Manuel, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J.

Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Mullen, Parham, Peall,

Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Steelling,

Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh.

Yeas 24 ; nays 35.

Which was not agreed to.
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Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved that the report be adopted.

The President

Stated that the report could not be adopted, but the

question would be " to concur."

Mr. Andrew Miller

Appealed from the decision of the Chair, but there

being no second, he was not sustained.

Mr. Bockius

Moved that the amendments and report be postponed
for the present.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Bockius and Fuller.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas — Messrs. Berry, Biddle, Broomall, Bockius,

Chester, Davis, Dunk, Grayson, Hancock, Hoppel, Knorr,
Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Winship.

Nays— Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton,

Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bumm,
Conrad, Craven, Dougherty, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gay,
Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, House-
man, King, Manuel, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,
O'Neill, Parham, Peall, Ridgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts
(Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steelling, Steven-

son, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh.

Yeas 15 ; nays 45.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the motion to concur in the

report,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Bockius
and Peall.
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And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas— Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton,
Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Boric, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davis, Dougherty, Dyer,
Enos, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Green, Hand, Hassinger,

Henry, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Manuel, Marsh, Mascher,
Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy,
M'Adams, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parham, Parker, Ridgway,
Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sand-

gran, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Biddle, Bockius, Dunk, Gray-
son, Hancock, Knorr, Patterson, Peall, Penrose.

Yeas 51 ; nays 10.

It was agreed to.

Mr. Enos

Moved to reconsider the vote by which the ordinance

making an appropriation to the Department of the Receiver
of Taxes was indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to lay the motion on the table for the present.

Which was agreed to.

Select Council

Inform this Council that they have passed the follow-

ing resolution

:

Resolved^ That Common Council be informed that Se-

lect Council will meet them in convention this day two
weeks at 6 P. M., for the purpose of electing Chief and

Assistant Engineers for the Fire Department, and Superin-

tendent of Trusts.

Which was read, and

On the motion to proceed to a second reading and con-

sideration of the same,
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Mr. Hoppel

Moved to lay the motion and the resolution on the

table.

Which was not agreed to.

And the motion to proceed to a second reading was

then agreed to.

The resolution having been read a second time,

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to amend, to strike out " 6" and insert " 4."

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on agreeing to the resolution,

It was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they have concurred in the bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay cer-

tain fire companies," with the following amendments

:

Strike out in third line, " two thousand and seventy-

five dollars," and insert " one thousand eight hundred and
seventy-five dollars."

Also,

To strike out the words, " and Independence Engine
Companies, each."

Which was read, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved that this Council non-concur.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Informed that they have received a communication
from his honor the Mayor, returning the bill, entitled " An
Ordinance to appropriate a certain lot of ground in the

Twenty-first Ward," with his objections, which they have
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passed, agreeably to the seventh section of the Act of Con-

solidation.

Which was read, and

On the question, " Will the Chamber pass the ordi-

nance, notwithstanding the objections of the Mayor ?"

The yeas and nays were ordered by the Chair, and
were as follows

:

Yeas — Messrs. Bockius, Chester, Murphy, Parham,
Sandgran.

Nays — Messrs, Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton,

Berry, Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Bremer, Broomall, Bumm,
Butler, Craven, Davenport, Dougherty, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,
Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Green, Hancock,
Hand, Hassinger, Hoppel, Houseman, King, Knorr, Manuel,
Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington),
Moore, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson, Penrose, Reed, Ridg-

way, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer), RolDcrts (T. J.).

Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Yeas 5 ; nays 51.

It was not a<i;recd to.

Mr. Ridgway

Moved to postpone the orders of the day, to take up
the ordinance to make an appropriation to the Inspectors of

the Prison.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, " and the ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to the Department of Markets."

Mr. Hancock

Moved a division of the motion.

Which was agreed to.
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The question being on the first division, " to postpone

the orders of the day,"

It was not agreed to.

Mr. ParKam,

Chairman of the Committee on Trusts and Fire De-

partment, made a report, accompanied by a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Super-

intendent of Trusts, for the purposes therein mentioned."

(^Appendix^ No. 56.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Also,

Made a report, accompanied by the following resolu-

tion. (^Appendix, No. 57.)

Resolved, That the 'services of the Northern Liberty

Fire Company be accepted, and that they be admitted into

the Fire Department.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, made re-

port, accompanied by the following resolution. (^Appendixj

No. 58.)

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be, and he is hereby authorized to contract for the cleansing

of the Fifth District Avith David Harlan and John Metz, in-

stead of David Harlan and Thomas Marks, agreeable to the

conditions contained in a resolution approved September
19th, 1855. (^Page 511, Co7nmon Council Journal.^

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Also,

Made report, accompanied by a resolution relative to

the condition of the City Railroad. (^Appendix, No. 59.)

Which was read and laid on the table.
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Also,

Made report, accompanied by a resolution, providing

for the opening of certain streets. (^Appendix, No. 60.)

Which Avas read and laid on the table.

Also,

Made report, accompanied by a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to open Girard avenue, from Landing

avenue to the river Schuylkill, for public use." (^Appen-

dix, M. 61.)

Which was read, when

Mr. Hancock

Moved to proceed to the second reading and consider-

ation of the bill.

Which was not agreed to.

Also,

Made report, accompanied by a resolution, relative to

the opening of Delaware avenue. (^Ajjpendix, No. 62.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Also,

To whom the matter had been re-committed, made a

report, accompanied by the bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-
partment of Bridges, Sewers, and Cleansing the City," to

pay certain road damages in certificates of City Debt.

(^Appendix, No. 63.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Willetts,

From the Committee on Surveys, to whom the

matter was referred, made report, accompanied by resolu-
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tions, relative to the widening of, and establishing the grades
of certain streets. (^Appendix, No. 64.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Green,

Chairman of the Committee on Claims, to whom the

matter had been referred, reported back the bill of William
Saffin, for water pipes laid in Wyatt street, and asked to

have the same referred to the Committee on Law.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gordon,

Chairman of the Committee on Markets, to whom the

matter was referred, made report, accompanied by a bill,

entitled,

" An Ordinance to regulate the hawking of fruits,

vegetables, &c., through the streets of the City in wagons."
(^Ajjpendixj No. 65.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Gordorf

(On leave granted) read in place, and presented to

the Chair a resolution and a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to authorize a loan, for the purpose of

maintaining the public schools of the City of Philadelphia.

(^Appendix^ No. Q'6.^

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Patterson

Offered the followina; resolution :

Hesolved, 1. That this Chamber has the right to per-

fect its organization, by the appointment of separate com-

mittees.

2. That it is essential to the proper conduct of the

business of this Chamber that it should have committees

subject to its exclusive control.

3. That the standing committees appointed by the

78
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President, on the 14th of May last, except the Committee

on the Girard Estates, are hereby declared to be separate

committees of this Chamber, and the member first named
upon each of said committees the chairman thereof.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Steelling

Ofiered the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet

on next Monday, at 3 o'clock, to consider ordinances and

reports of special committees.

Which was read, when

Mr. Bumm
Moved a call of the house, when the following members

answered to their names

:

Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Berry,

Biddle, Binder, Bumm, Chester, Craven, Davenport, Dyer,

Enos, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Hancock, Hand, Has-

singer, Hoppel, King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), M'Cleary, O'Neill, Parker* Patterson,

Penrose, Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Yaux,
Welsh, Willetts—38.

The Clerk reported 38 members present, which not

being a quorum.

On motion,

Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, October 11th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. Willetts

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

"with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Fuller

Presented a petition from owners of property on Chris-

tian street, west of Seventeenth street, asking to have said

street opened from Irish Tract lane to Seventeenth street,

in the First Ward.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a petition from property owners on Clymer
street, between south Sixth street and Parker's alley, and

between Fitzwater and Catharine streets, asking to have

the water pipes laid in said street as soon as practicable.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water
Works, without reading.

Also,

Presented the dedication of Webb street, in the First

Ward, to public use. {Appendix, No. 67.)

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Highways.

Mr. Marsh

Presented a petition from property owners in Freed-

lander street, between Cherry and Race, and Twentieth and
Twenty-first streets, asking that the water pipes may be laid

in said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Water
without reading.

Mr. Treadwell

Presented a petition from citizens on Ridge Avenue,

asking that privilege may be granted to construct a passen-
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ger railway from the Exchange to Girard College and Fair-

mount.

Which was referred to the Special Committee having

charge of the subject, without reading.

Mr. Davis

Presented a petition from residents of Bache street,

running north from Race, and west of Broad street, asking

that a lamp may be placed in said street.

Which was referred to the Committee on Police, with-

out reading.

Mr. Penrose

Presented a petition from citizens on Ridge Avenue,
asking that privilege may be granted to construct a passen-

ger railway from the Exchange to Girard College and Fair-

mount.

« '
•

Also,

Presented one of like import, from citizens residing on
Ninth street, between Arch and Vine streets.

Which were severally read and referred to the Special

Committee having charge of the subject.

'

Mr. Steelling

Presented a petition from Geo. W. Carr, asking pay-

ment for damages sustained by the late firm of J. G. & G.
W. Carr, for injuries sustained to their property, during

heavy rains in the month of July, 1849.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Law.

Mr. Manuel

Asked to have the petition presented by him, from the

^outh Penn Hose Co., and which had been laid on the table

at the last meeting of Council, referred to the Committee
on Trusts and Fire Department.

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Knorr

Presented a petition from owners of property and resi-

dents of the Twenty-fourth ward, asking to have the culvert

at the corner of Chestnut and Rose streets, extended about

one hundred feet.

Mr. Enos

Presented a petition from property holders on Moore
street, from Market to Chestnut, and Oak street, from Cram-
mond to Moore street, late West Philadelphia, calling atten-

tion to the bad condition of said streets.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Highways, without reading.

The President

Presented a communication from R. J. Hemphill, Sec-

retary to the Board of Controllers of Public Schools, en-

closing a resolution relative to a lot of ground on Frankford

Road, above Queen street, for the purpose of building a

school house thereon.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Schools.

Mr. Penrose

Moved that the order of business be suspended, to

enable him to offer a resolution.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Then offered the following

:

Resolved, That the following, after reading the Journal,

shall be the order of business

:

1. Petitions, remonstrances and communications may be
presented and referred, and motions to reconsider may
be made.

2. Reports of Committees may be made.

1st. From Standing Conmiittees.

2d. From Select Committees.
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3. Original resolutions may be offered, items of unfinished

business may be referred, leave to withdraw petitions

may be asked, and motions to appoint additional mem-
bers of Committees may be made.

4. Leave to read bills in place may be asked, and on leave

given, presented.

5. Bills on third reading.

6. Reports, resolutions, and motions to reconsider may be,

on motion, considered.

7. Of bills.

1st. Those in which the Chamber has made progress

on second reading.

2d. Bills on which no order has been taken, may be

considered in the order heretofore established.

Resolved, That reports, resolutions and bills shall not

be considered on the same day or sitting on which they are

made, offered or reported, without the order or consent of

two-thirds of the members present.

Which was twice read, when

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration thereof be post-

poned, and printed for the use of members.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. M'Cleary

Presented a petition from the Board of Trustees of the

Fifth Reformed Presbyterian Church, York street, asking

that the foot crossings on the side of York street, over Am-
ber and Carroll streets may be laid, or that they have privi-

lege to lay the same.

Which was read and conferred to the Committee on

Highways, with power to act.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to suspend the regular order of business, for

the purpose of moving a re-consideration of the vote on the
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question, "Will this Chamber pass the Ordinance, notwith-

standing the objections of the Mayor?" on the bill entitled

"An Ordinance to appropriate a certain lot of ground
in the Twenty-first ward, for a burial ground," at the last

meeting of Council.

Which was agreed to, when

Mr. Biddle, seconded by Mr. Gordon,

Moved a re-consideration of the vote.

Mr. Patterson

Moved the motion to re-consider be laid on the table.

Which was ao;reed to.

Mr. Craven

Moved that the rules be suspended, for the purpose of

taking up the bill, entitled

"An Ordinance to make an appropriation for the pur-

poses therein mentioned."

Which was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the second reading and con-

sideration of the bill.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Dougherty,

From the Committee on Law, to whom the matter had

been referred, asked and obtained leave at this time to pre-

sent a report relative thereto. (^Appendix, JVb. 68.)

Which was read.

Mr. Craven

Moved to amend, to strike out $4,912 40, and insert

$5,014 19.

Which was agreed to.

And the' section as amended was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.
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The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

Mr. Freeman

Moved that the rules be suspended which forbid the

reading of bills twice on the same daj, and that the bill

be read a third time.

Which was agreed to.

The bill was then read a third time.

And on the question " Shall this bill pass ?" the yeas

and nays were demanded by Messrs. M'Cleary and Gordon.

And being ordered, were as folows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Broomall, Conrad,
Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dougherty, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, llassingcr, Henry, House-
man, King, Manuel, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Hiram),
M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parker, Patterson, Penrose, Reed, Ridg-

way, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Taylor,

Treadwell, Vanhorn, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker,
Preddent.

Nays—Messrs. Brouse, Duane, Gordon, Grayson,
Knorr, Martin, Moore, M'Cleary, Preston, Roberts (T. J.),

Stevenson, Vaux.

Yeas 45; nays 12.

It was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to suspend the rules to oiFer a resolution.

And on the motion being agreed to, offered the fol-

lowing :

Resolved, That the Committee on Highways be re-

quested to report to this Chamber, what precautions, if any,

have been taken to hold contractors liable for any damage

arising from the use of Howe's truss in the erection of

79
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bridges for the City, and to take such measures in each ease

as they may deem best calculated to protect the interests of

the city.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Mr. Treadwell (on leave granted).

Offered the folloAving resolution

:

Besolced^ That the Committee on Highways be, and
they are hereby instructed to report to this Chamber, at its

next stated meeting, the specihc condition upon which the

contract was made for cleansing the Fifth, fciixth. Seventh,

Eighth, Ninth and Tenth Wards of the City.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to suspend the rules to offer a resolution.

And the motion being agreed to,

Offered the following

:

Jlesolved, That the City Solicitor be requested to in-

form Common Council at an early day, how the City of Phi-

adelphia stands in relation to the injunction had by the late

District of Northern Liberties, against the " Lehigh Coal

and Navigation Company," in reference to the wharf at the

foot of Willow street.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

Mr.Biddle

Moved to suspend the rules to offer a resolution.

And the motion being agreed to,

Offered the following resolution to direct the Commis-
sioner of City Property to notify the tenant of the Lemon
Hill Estate to vacate the same.

Fesolved, By the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, That the Commissioner of City Prop-

erty be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to give

notice to William H. Kern, trading under the name and style

of Parkinson & Co., the tenant of the Lemon liill Estate, that

the corporation of the City of Philadelphia, having by an
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ordinance of the Select and Common Councils of the said

City, approved September 28, 1855, entitled, "An Ordi-

nance dedicating Lemon Hill Estate to public use as a Park,"
dedicated the said Lemon Hill Estate, to public use for a

Park, he is required to vacate and surrender possession of

the same, at the expiration of six months from the receipt

of said notice, as he has covenanted in his lease for the said

Estate, dated October 23, 1847.

Which Yfas twice read, considered and agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Bockius

iSIoved to suspend the rules, to take up the bill from
Select Council, entitled,

"An Ordinance to establish a Market Stand in the

Twenty-second Ward."

Which was agreed to.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the bill, when

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth was not agreed to.

Section fifth was agreed to.

Section sixth was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Mr. Steelling

Moved to suspend the rules, to ofter a report and ordi-

nance relative to the Parrish street culvert.
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And on the motion being agreed to,

Offered a report, accompanied by a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance for the construction of a culvert in

Brown and Seventh streets, to prevent the overflows of water

on the line of the Parrish street culvert." (^Ajj]jendix,

No. 69.)

Which report and ordinance were read.

Mr. Stcelling

Moved to suspend the rules to proceed to a second

reading and consideration of the ordinance, when

Mr. Gordon

Rose to a point of order, which being stated is, " that

a bill could not be read a second time under the rule that

all bills shall be printed for the use of members."

The Chair decided that it could.

The motion was not agreed to.

And the bill was laid on the table.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to suspend the rules for the purpose of proceed-

ing to the second reading and consideration of the resolu-

tion offered by him at the last meeting of Council, relative

to advertising a loan for the purpose of maintaining the

public schools of the City of Philadelphia.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to whom the

matter had been referred, made report, accompanied by a

resolution, relative to the securities of the newly appointed

Supervisors QAjypendix, JVo. 70), to wit:

Resolved, That George K. Chambers be accepted as

security for Robert Rodgers ; Adam S. Young and William

Allen as securities for George Phillips ; Jacob Wilkins and

Peter Lamb, Jr., as securities for Joseph Brown ; Daniel

B. Beitler and Curtis Clayton, Jr., as securities for Richard



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 629

M. Batturs ; William Bowers and George Mecke as securi-

ties for John Mecke ; Charles B. Smith as security for

Anthony Conrad ; Jacob F. Becklcy and Benjamin Ilooven

as securities for John Sailor ; Alexander M. Fox and Wm.
R. Bald as securities for James Work ; William Faunce,
Sr., and Ahab Hunter as securities for Isaac B. Dare

;

Solomon Wagner and Jeremiah E. Eldridge as securities

for Israel N. Bell ; John Campman and Wm. Scargle as

securities for Joseph Rheiner ; James Preston and Edward
Preston as securities for Edward Strouse ; William Benner
and Hillary Krickbaum as securities for John Wunder

;

John Stallman and Curtis J. Gilbert as securities for Reu-
ben Sands; Samuel Wilson and Daniel Faunce as securities

for William P. Cooper; George Williams and William A.
Banes as securities for John Jackson ; and that the Solici-

tor be requested to draw the requisite bonds.

Which was read, when

Mr. Knorr

Moved to postpone the further consideration of the

same, and take up the ordinance, making an appropriation

to Messrs. James Harper & Co., for damages sustained by
them.

Which was not agreed to.

On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the resolution, when

It was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to whom the

matter had been referred, made report, accompanied by a

resolution, relative to the Marshal drawing warrants in fa-

vor of E. R. Williams and S. L. Clements, acting Police

Magistrates. (^Aiqiendix, No. 71.)

Which was twice read, and
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On motion of ]Mr. Craven,

The further consideration of the same was postponed

for the present.

Also,

To whom the matter had been referred, made report,

accompanied by a resolution, to release certain property of

Abel Lukens from the lien of a judgment therein mentioned.

(^Ajypendix, No. 72.)

The resolution was twice read and agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

Also,

"

Made report, accompanied by a bill, entitled,

*' An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the de-

partment of City Commissioners," and the following resolu-

tion, relative to the department of City Commissioners, to

wit : (^Appendix No. 73.)

Resolved, That a special committee of three, from each

chamber, be appointed to inquire whether any monies ap-

propriated to the City Commissioners by ordinance, ap-

proved ]\larch 1, 1855, have been applied to any other than

the specific objects of appropriation, and if so, by what
authority ; and what legislation is required to prevent a re-

currence of similar abuses hereafter.

Which was twice read, considered, and agreed to.

And Messrs. Penrose, Patterson and King were ap-

pointed said Committee on the part of Common Council.

Select Council concurred,

And appointed Messrs. VVainwright, Knorr and Hag-
ner on the part of said Council.

On motion,

Counci

of the I

The first and only section being under consideration,

Council proceeded to the second reading and considera-

tion of the ordinance.
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Mr. Gordon .

Moved to, amend, to strike out $27,600, and insert

$3,000, and to strike out all the items except " for the ex-

penses of elections $3,000."

Mr. Stevenson

Moved that the further consideration of the bill be
postponed, and printed for the use of the members.

Which was aii-reed to.

Mr. Steellincro

Moved to suspend the rules to take up the resolution

from Select Council, relative to Davis & Fitler.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Moved to suspend the rules, to take up bill No. 24,

Common Council File, organizing the Department of Sur-

veys.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Gibson,

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, made report

accompanied by a bill, entitled

" An Ordinance to open Franklin street, from Front to

JeiTerson avenue, and from Sixth to Seventh street, in the

First ward." (^Appe^idix, No. 74.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Also,

To whom the matter was referred, made report accom-

panied by a bill, entitled

"An Ordinance to authorize the construction of certain

culvei'ts." (^Appendix, No. 75.)

Which was read, when
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On motion

Council proceeded to the second reading and consider-

ation of the ordinance.

Section first was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Select Council concurred.

Also,

To whom the matter had been referred, made report

accompanied by a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to regulate the navigation and use of

the Gunner's run canal." (^Appendix, No. 76.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Penrose,

Chairman of the Committee on Police, moved to sus-

pend the rules to take up the bill No. 5, Common Council

File, entitled,

" A Supplement to an ordinance approved January 29,

1855, entitled ' an ordinance to make an appropriation for

the expenses of the Police Department for the year 1855.' "

Which was agreed to.

On motion.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the ordinance.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend, to strike out on the eighth and ninth

lines, " for the expenses of taking up dogs and other ani-

mals, four thousand eight hundred dollars," and to strike

out on line second, the word " ten," and insert "• five," and
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insert between the words "dollars" and "from," one hun-

dred and ten."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to reconsider the vote by which the section was
agreed to, to offer an amendment.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Then moved to amend, to strike out "5,000," in the

sixth and seventh lines, and insert "$110."

Which was agreed to. ~

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration of the bill be

postponed.

Wbich was agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to suspend the rules, to offer a resolution.

And the motion being agreed to,

Offered the following

:

Resolved^ That when this Chamber adjourns, it ad-

journs to meet on Monday next, the 15th October, 1855,

at 3 o'clock, P. M., for the purpose of considering unfin-

ished business.

Which was twice read, and being under consideration,

Mr. Peiitose

Moved to amend, strike out "Monday" and insert

" Wednesday."

Which was not agreed to.

80
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Mr. Fuller

Moved to strike out "three" and insert "seven"
o'clock.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

Moved to amend, " and to consider the ordinance rela-

tive to the Brown street culvert."

Wliich was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the resolution as amended,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Hassin-

ger and Penrose.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Biddle, Binder, Dougherty,

Duane, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hancock,
Knorr, Marsh, Mascher, Miller (Andrew). Miller (J. Wash-
ington), Patterson, Reed, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T.

J.), Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Welsh,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Bremer, Brouse,

Bockius, Conrad, Craven, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Hand, Has-

singer, King, Manuel, M'Cleary, M'Mullen, Parker, Pen-

rose, Willetts.

Yeas 27 ; nays 18.

It was agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to suspend the rules to offer an ordinance in

place.

And the motion being agreed to.

Read in place and presented to the Chair a bill, entitled,

" An Ordinance to declare the southwest end of Penn
square a market stand." (^Appendix, No. 77.)

Which was laid upon the table.

Mr. Reed

Moved that the rules be suspended to offer a resolution.
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And on the motion being agreed to,

Offered the following

:

Resolved^ That the Clerk be, and is hereby instructed

to procure and place in this Chamber,

1st. A map of the City of Philadelphia as consolidated.

2d. A map of the State of Pennsylvania.

3d. A skeleton map of Pennsylvania, showing its rail-

road connections.

Which was twice read, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved to lay the same upon the table.

Which was not agreed to.

And on the question of agreeing to the resolution,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Gordon
and Duane.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Biddle, Binder, Brouse, Conrad,
Craven, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Hand, Mascher,
Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.),

Steelling, Stevenson, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs, Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Bremer, Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Gordon,
Grayson, Hancock, Hassinger, Knorr, Marsh, Miller (An-
drew), Miller (J. Washington), Patterson, Sandgran, Tay-
lor, Yaux, Welsh.

Yeas 20 ; nays 21.

Which was not agreed to.

The following message was received from the Mayor

:

Mayor's Office,
}

Philadelphia, October 11th, 1855.
j

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia.

Gentlemen:—I have approved and signed the follow-

ing Ordinances, viz :

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to pay for

the expenses of lighting the City."
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" An Ordinance to remit or refund to the tax payers

of the rural districts of the City of Philadelphia."

" An Ordinance to open Wallace street, from Broad to

Sixteenth street, and Merchant street, from Thompson to

Master street, for public use."

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Guar-

dians of the Poor for the year eighteen hundred and fifty-

five."

R. T. Conrad,

Mayor.

Mr. Manuel

Moved to suspend the rules, to offer the following reso-

lutions.

Which was agreed to.

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Highways be

directed to notify the owriers of property fronting on Mer-

chant street, between Master and Thompson streets, in the

Twentieth Ward, to set the curb and pave the side walks

opposite their respective properties.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Also, the following :

Resolved, That the owners of property fronting on

Stiles and Cass streets, between Twelfth and Thirteenth

streets, and Girard avenue and Thompson streets, in the

Twentieth Ward, be authorized to have said streets paved
under the supervision and direction of the Department of

Highways, provided, that the City shall incur no expense for

paving the same except at the crossings thereof.

Which was read twice and agreed to.

Select Council concurred.

On motion,

Council adjourned.



1855.1 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 637

MONDAY, Oct. 15th, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to the following call, to wit

:

Philadelphia, Oct. 11, 1855.

Hon. Wm. p. Hacker, President of Common Council

:

Dear Sir :—You are requested to call a special meet-

ing of Common Council on Monday next, at 3 o'clock, P.

M., to consider and dispose of the ordinance reported by
the Special Committee appointed to consider the petition of

J. Harper & Co., to be found Appendix, No. 36, page 151,
and the report of Special Committee on Parrish street cul-

vert, and to take up unfinished business on the President's

desk.

Thomas W. Steelling,

C. B. F. O'Neill,

Jacob E. Ridgway,
J. F. Mascher,
Charles B. Boberts,
James M. Gibson,

Lewis Bremer,
Jos. Manuel, Jr.,

George F. Gordon,
John Fuller, Jr.,

M. J. Dougherty.
Charles Vanhorn,
J. Taylor.

John M. Riley, Esq., Cleric of Common Council:

Please call a meeting in accordance with above request.

W. P. Hacker, Prest. of Common Council.
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The President being absent, Mr. Taylor was called to

the Chair.

Present,

Messrs. Baird, Messrs. Hoppel,
Baker, A. J., Knorr,
Baker, Abraham, Martin,

Barton, Mascher,
Biddle, Miller, AndreAV,

Bishop, Miller, Hiram,
Bremer, Murphy,
Brouse, M'Cleary,
Bockius, O'Neill,

Butler, Patterson,

Dougherty, Steelling,

Duane, Stevenson,

Gordon, Taylor,

Hand, Yanhorn,
Hassinger, Vaux,
Henry, Winship.

The Clerk announced that thirty-two members were
present.

Mr. Henry

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Patterson

Moved a call of the House.

The following members answered to their names :

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Bishop, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler,

Dougherty, Duane, Hand, Hassinger, Henry, Hoppel,
Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (x\ndrew) , Murphy , M'Cleary

,

O'Neill, Patterson, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn,
Vaux, Winship.

The Clerk announced that thirty members were present.
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Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to adjourn.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved a call of the House.

The following members answered to their names :

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Barton, Biddle, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Butler, Dough-
erty, Duane, Hassinger, Hoppel, Knorr, Martin, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), Murphy, M'Cleary, O'Neill, Patterson,

Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Winship.

The Clerk announced that twenty-seven members were
present.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

Council adjourned.
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MONDAY EVENING, October 15, 1855.

Council met pursuant to adjournment, at seven o'clock.

Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Mr. Binder,

Chairman of the Committee on Visitation to Girard

College, for the month of September, made report. (^Ap-

pendix No. T8.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

Select Council

Inform Common Council that they have passed the fol-

lowing resolutions

:

Resolved^ That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be, and he is hereby requested to call attention of the owner
of the dilapidated Avails of the late Chinese Museum Build-

ing, corner of Ninth and George streets, and that the owner
be required to have said walls taken down, or secured, to

prevent accident.

Which being under consideration,

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to postpone for the present.

Mr. Patterson

Moved to amend to postpone indefinitely.

Which was agreed to.

Also,

Resolved, That the Department of Water be, and they

are hereby authorized to lay the water pipes on Marshall

street, from Jefferson to Oxford streets, provided the

owners of property along the line thereof pay the expense

of the same.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

Resolved, That the Chief Engineer and Surveyor be
authorized and instructed to obtain or prepare, a plan and
estimates for the construction of a wire suspension bridge,

81
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of a permanent character, over the river Schuylkill at

Chestnut street.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

Resolved^ That the Committee on Surveys be directed

to ascertain what measures are necessary to provide for the

opening of Broad street, of its present width to the northern

border of the City, and report by bill or otherwise.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

Resolved., That the Department of Surveys be directed

to examine and report, what measures are necessary to

adapt the old parade ground, in the First Ward, for the

uses of a public park.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

That they had passed a bill, entitled,

" A Supplement to an ordinance, approved July 3,

1854, entitled, ' Aw Ordinance providing for the appoint-

ment of the Standing Committees of Councils.' " (Appen-

dix No. 79.)

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration be indefinitely

postponed.

Which was asireed to.

Also, the following resolutions :

Resolved^ That the Department of Highways be, and
they are hereby directed to notify the property owners on

East Washington avenue, Twenty-second Ward, that the

same will be required for public use, of its entire width.

Which was twice read.
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Mr. Bockius

Moved to amend by adding to tlie end thereof, the

words " from Morton street to the Township line."

Which was agreed to.

The resolution as amended was agreed to.

Common Council

Concurred in the resolution for the relief of Davis and
Fitler. (See Common Council Journal, page 531.)

Select Council

Informs that they non-concurred in the amendment to

the bill, entitled, " An Ordinance to establish a market in the

Twenty-second Ward," to wit : striking out of the Fourth
Section.

Mr. Bockius

Moved that this Council recede.

Not agreed to.

Mr. Willetts

Moved that this Council insist.

Which was agreed to.

The President

Appointed the following committee of conference on

the bill : Messrs. Willetts, Henry and Andrew Miller.

Also,

The following resolution regarding the paving of pub-

lic streets

;

Resolved^ That the Chief Commissioner of Highways be

authorized and required, under the advice of the City Soli-

citer, to prevent by injunction or otherwise, the laying of

pavements in any of the public streets of Philadelphia in an

improper or imskilful mamier, or with materials of an infe-

rior quality ; and all such pavements shall, hereafter, be

laid under the immediate superintendence and inspection of

the Department of Highways.
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Which ^vas read twice and agreed to.

Also,

That they had concurred in the bill entitled,

" An Ordinance reorganizing the Department of Sur-

veys, and prescribing the powers and duties of the Chief

Engineer and Surveyor, and the district Surveyors and

Regulators,"

With amendments. (See Journal, pages 572, 573,
and 574.)

Which amendments were read separately, considered,

and all agreed to.

Also,

That they had passed the following

:

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils, that

an election be held in joint meeting, on the first Thursday
in October next, to fill the vacancy in the Board of Guar-

dians of the Poor, occasioned by the death of the late

Townsend Smith, member of said Board from the Thirteenth

Ward.

Which being under consideration,

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend, by striking out " first Thursday in

October next," and insert " third Thursday, October 18th."

Mr. Patterson

Moved that the further consideration be indefinitely

postponed.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the amendment,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Dough-
erty and Mascher.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Binder, Bilyeu, Bishop, Broomall,

Brouse, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Craven, Davenport, Dyer,
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Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Hand, King, Marsh, Moore,

Parker, Reed, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling,

Stevenson, Vaux, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Barton, Bo-

ric, Bremer, Bockius, Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Hancock,

Hassinger, Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), O'Neill,

Patterson, Roberts (T. J.), Taylor, Welsh.

Yeas 28 ; nays 19.

The amendment was agreed to.

The resolution as amended was agreed to.

The President

Presented the following communication from the Soli-

citor:

City Solicitor's Office, )

Philadelphia, October 15, 1855. \

To the Common Council:

Gentlemen : The case of the Commissioners and in-

habitants of the incorporated district of the Northern Liber-

ties against the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, was

argued before the Court of Common Pleas of this county,

the early part of last July.

The injunction which had previously been granted was,

on the seventh of July, 1855, dissolved by the order of the

Court.

I am respectfully yours,

ISAAQ HaZLEHURST.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Gibson

Moved to suspend the rules to proceed to the conside-

ration of a resolution to pave certain streets. Report of

Committee on Highways. (See Appendix, page 174.)

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Spencer Roberts

Moved to suspend the rules to consider the resolutions
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from the Committee on Surveys, as per report. (See Ap-
pendix, No. 64.) .

Which was agreed to, viz.

:

Resolved, That the Department of Surveys be, and
are hereby directed to establish a grade on Market street,

from Germantown avenue to Wissahickon street ; Green
street, from Rittenhouse to School street ; Wistar street,

from Germantown avenue to Bristol street ; Manheim street,

from Germantown avenue to Wissahickon street ; East
Washington avenue, from Germantown avenue to Bristol

street ; and Queen street, from Germantown avenue to the

township line, in the Twenty-second Ward.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

Resolved., That the Board of Surveys be directed

to give the lines of Crease's lane, from Ridge pike to Live-

zey's mill road, and the lines of Queen lane, from Ridge
pike to Scott's road ; also Centre street, from Main street to

Manayunk avenue, Twenty-first Ward.

Which was twice read and agreed to.

Also,

Resolved, That the Department of Surveys be autho-

rized and directed to take such measures as may be neces-

sary for the widening of Charles street, in the First Ward,
to thirty feet, for restoring Lehman street, in the Twenty-
fourth Ward, to its original width of eighty feet, and widen-

ing Thirty-fifth street, also in the Twenty-fourth Ward, to

sixty feet.

Which being under consideration,

Mr. Patterson

Moved to strike out the words " and widening Thirty-

fifth street, also in the Twenty-fourth Ward, to sixty feet."

Mr. Hancock

Presented a communication from Joseph Fox, Surveyor
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relative to the subject of widening Thirty-fifth street. (-4.^;-

pendix, No. 80.)

Which was read and laid on the table.

The question recurring on the amendment to strike out,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Spencer

Roberts and Bockius.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Barton, Biddle,

Binder, Bilyeu, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse, Bumm, Butler,

Conrad, Craven, Duane, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gib-

son, Gordon, Hassinger, King, Marsh, Mascher, O'Neill, Pat-

terson, Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Bishop, Borie,

Bockius, Davenport. Dougherty, Gay, Hancock, Hand, Miller

(Andrew), Moore, Parker, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T.

J.), Vaux, Welsh.

Yeas 31 ; nays 17.

The amendment was agreed to.

The resolution as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Moore

Moved to proceed to the consideration of the bill from

Select Council, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation for the use

of the Inspectors of the Prison."

Which was agreed to.

And being on second reading,

Mr. Knorr

Moved that the further consideration of the bill be

postponed for the present.

Mr. Gibson

Moved to further amend, and refer the same back to

the Committee on Prisons, to report the facts to Councils.
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The amendment to the amendment "was agreed to.

And the amendment was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the consideration of the bill

from Select Council, regulating salaries, &c.

Purveyors $700.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend to $600.

Which was agreed to.

Enginemen and Engineers $700.

Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend to §500.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend to $600.

Which w^as agreed to.

Inspectors $650.

Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend to $500.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend to $600.

Which was agreed to.

Watchmen at Reservoir. Agreed to.

General Clerk $1,000.

Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend to $800.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend to $900.

"&*
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Which was agreed to.

Permit Clerks, each, $900.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend to $800.

Which was agreed to.

Messenger $500. Agreed to.

Commissioner of Markets $1,000.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend to $800.

Which was agreed to.

Clerk of Wharton and Washington Markets $400.

Agreed to.

Clerk of Eleventh street Market $200.

Mr. Freeman

Moved td amend to $250.

Which was agreed to.

Clerk of Second street Market, Fifth Ward, $450.
Agreed to.

Clerk of Market street Market, Sixth Ward, $450.
Agreed to.

Clerk of Market street and Broad and Race streets,

Ninth and Tenth Wards, each, $450. Agreed to.

Clerk of Second street Market, Eleventh Ward, $450.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend to $400.

Which was agreed to.

Callowhill street Market $300. Agreed to.

Spring Garden Market $400. Agreed to.

Girard Avenue Market $200.

82
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Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend to $250.

Which was agreed to.

Franklin Avenue Market, Sixteenth and Seventeenth

Wards, $300. Agreed to.

Franklin Avenue, Beach street, Lehigh Avenue and

York street Markets, in Nineteenth Ward, $200.

Mr. Bumm
Moved to amend to $250. Agreed to.

City Commissioners, each, $1000.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend to $1500.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Vaux

Moved to amend to $1200.

Which was not agreed to. . .

Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend to $1250.

Which was agreed to.

One principal clerk $800. Agreed to.

Watchmen, County Buildings, $500. Agreed to.

Messenger $500. Agreed to.

Superintendent of Spring Garden Hall $400. Agreed

to.

Superintendent of Kensington Hall $100. Agreed to.

Supervisors of Streets and Roads, for each day em-
ployed in the public service, $2 00.

And the following

:

Provided, That after the first of January next, not

more than three assistants and one clerk, shall be appointed
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or continued in the City Solicitor's office, and not more
than one chief clerk, one assistant clerk, and one record-

ing clerk, shall in like manner be appointed or continued in

the Department of City Commissioners.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend, to strike out " three Assistants in the

Solicitor's office," and insert " two."

Mr. Freeman

Moved further to amend, to insert " four."

Which being mider consideration,

Mr. Treadwell

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, October
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Mr. Barton

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed
with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Houseman

Presented a petition from property owners on Reed,
Hartman and Juniata streets in the First Ward, asking
that lamps may be placed on said streets.

Mr. Marsh

Presented a petition from owners of property on F
street, running from Twenty-second to Twenty-third streets,

south of Locust, asking that a gas lamp may be placed in

said street.

Mr. Penrose

Presented a petition from residents on or near Prospe-

rous alley. Eighth Ward, asking that another lamp may be
placed therein.

Which were severally referred to the Committee on
Police without reading.

Mr. Vaux

Presented a remonstrance from residents of Penn
square, Ninth Ward, protesting against the location of a
market stand in Oak street, as contemplated by the Ordi-

nance lately introduced into the Common Council.

Which was referred to the Committee on Markets with-

out reading.

Mr. Ridgway

Presented a communication from the Fairmount Engine
Company, asking the favorable consideration of Council for

J. C. Randolph as assistant engineer of the Fourth Fire

District.

Which was read and laid on the table.
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Mr. Hiram Miller

Presented a petition from Richard Wildey, administra"

tor to the estate of Richard Wildey, Sr., deceased, in regard

to a claim against the late District of Kensington.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Claims.

Mr. Bumm
Presented petitions from the Good Intent Engine and

William Penn Hose Companies, askuig to be admitted into

the Fire Department.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Trusts and Fire Department.

Mr. King

Presented petitions from property owners on Brown
street, from Fifth to Tenth street, asking the construction

of an eight feet culvert on said street.

Which was read and referred to the Special Commit-
tee on the Parrish street culvert.

Mr. Freeman

Presented a petition from citizens on Ridge avenue,

asking that privilege may be granted for constructing a pas-

senger railway, from the Exchange to the Girard College

and Fairmount.

Which was referred to the Special Committee having
charge of the subject.

The President

Laid before Council a communication from Thos. P.

James, Recording Secretary of the Pennsylvania Horticul-

tural Society, tendering the thanks of said Society to

Councils, for their courtesy in having granted permission to

occupy the south-eastern division of Penn Square, for hold-

ing the twenty-seventh exhibition of the Association.

Which was read and laid on the tabic.
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Also,

A communication from S. Snyder Leidj, Secretary to

the Board of Guardians of the Poor, enclosing a Preamble
and Resolution relative to certain legacies ; also, one asking
an appropriation of $41,000. (^Appendix Nos. 81 and 82.)

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Mr. Houseman

Moved to suspend the order of business, to take up
bill No. 34, Common^Council File, entitled,

"An Ordinance to open Franklin street, from Front to

Jeiferson Avenue, and from Sixth to Seventh streets, in the

First Ward."

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend, "to suspend generally."

Which was not agreed to.

The motion Avas agreed to.

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the bill.

The first section was agreed to.

The second section was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and
passed.

Select Council concurred.

Mr. Craven,

Chairman of the Committee on Finance, to whom the

matter was referred, made report, accompanied by a bill

entitled,

"An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-
partment of Surveys." (^Appendix No. 83.)
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Which was read and ordered to be printed.

Mr. O'Neill

Moved to suspend the rules to take up bill No. 15, Se-

lect Council File, entitled,

"An Ordinance to regulate and graduate the salaries of

the officers and clerks in the employ of the City."

Which was agreed to.

Council then resumed the consideration of the bill.

The question being on agreeing to the amendment to

the amendment, offered by

Mr. Freeman,

He withdrew the same.

The amendment of

Mr. Grayson

Being under consideration,

Mr. Stevenson

Moved to amend, to strike out " two assistants," and
insert "one."

Which was not agreed to.

The amendment was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the "Proviso,"

It was agreed to.

Section second was agreed to.

Section third was agreed to.

Section fourth was agreed to.

Section fifth was agreed to.

The title was agreed to,

And on the question of transcribing the bill, for a third

reading,

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Penrose

and Grayson, but before being ordered.
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Mr. Grayson

Moved to reconsider the vote by which the salaries of

the Assistant Solicitors and Clerk had been agreed to.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend to strike out " $500," salaries of Assis-

tant Solicitors, and insert " $900."

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend to insert " $1000."

Which amendment to the amendment was not agreed

to.

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend the salary of the Solicitor's Clerk, to

strike out " $500," and insert " $700."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to reconsider the vote by which the salary of

the Chief Clerk of City Commissioners had been agreed to.

Which was not agreed to.

The yeas and nays were then ordered, on transcribing

the bill, and were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius,

Butler, Craven, Dougherty, Duane, Dunk, Freeman, Gay,
Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hancock, Hassinger, King, Knorr,
Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram),
Moore, Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary, M'Mullen, O'Neill,

Preston, Heed, RidgAvay, Roberts, (C. B), Roberts, (Spen-

cer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson,

Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Winship, Hacker,
President.

83
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Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Chester, Conrad,

Davenport, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Henry, Hoppel,

Manuel, Miller (J. Washington), Parker, Penrose.

Yeas 50 ; nays 16.

It was agreed to.

The bill was then, by special order, read the third

time and passed.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to suspend the rules, to proceed to the conside-

ration of the resolution (^Appendix, JVo. 66,) relative to

authorizing a loan for the purpose of maintaining the public

schools of the Cit}^ of Philadelphia.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

Moved to suspend the rules to take up bill No. 32 Com-
mon Council file.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Binder (on leave granted at this time,)

Presented a petition from owners of property on Tenth
street, north of Poplar, calling attention to a leak in the

main pipe of conduit of the Schuylkill water on said street.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on Water
Works.

Mr. Gay

Moved to suspend the rules to offer a resolution.

And the motion being agreed to,

Offered the following

:

Resolved^ That the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be hereby instructed to have earth placed over the main
water pipe in the TAventy-fourth Ward, located near the

works, now exposed to the weather, to the extent of about
two hundred feet.

Which was twice read, and agreed to.

Select Council concurred.
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Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved to suspend the rules to take up a resolution
from Select Council, on the President's desk.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to amend, " and also a resolution," (Appendix,
JVo. 66.)

Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved a division of the motion.

The first division being to suspend the rules,

It was agreed to.

Select Council

Informed that they had passed a resolution entitled

:

"A Resolution to direct the Chief Engineer of the

Water Works to cause certain water pipes to be laid."

Mesolved, By the Select and Common Councils of the

City of Philadelphia, that the Chief Engineer of the Water
Works be authorized and directed to cause water pipes of

the dimensions of six inches, to be laid in Darby road, be-

low Market street ; in Larch street, between Ann and Maple
streets ; in Twenty-second street, between Green and Centre

;

in Reed street, between Seventh and Eighth streets ; and
in Walnut street, from Chestnut avenue to a point near Mill

creek
;
provided that the parties interested pay the usual

charge for the same.

Which was twice read, considered and agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

Also,

That they had received a report from the Committee

on Finance, with a bill annexed, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-

partment of the Receiver of Taxes."
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On motion,

Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of the same.

The first and only section being under consideration,

Mr. Biddle

Moved the further consideration be indefinitely post-

poned.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Gordon and Grayson.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius,

Dougherty, Gay, Hancock, Hassinger, Knorr, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (iVndrew), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Cleary,

Stevenson, Taylor, Winship.

Nays-—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Chester, Con-

rad, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Duane, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand, Henry,

Hoppel, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), Moore,

O'Neill, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (C.B.),

Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran, Steelling,

Vanhorn, Vaux, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 23 ; nays 39.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Conrad

Moved that the further consideration be postponed,

and referred to the Committee on Law.

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Gordon and Ridgway.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Barton, Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius,

Butler, Conrad, Dougherty, Duane, Gay, Hancock, Hass-

inger, King, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), ]\Iiller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
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M'Cleary, M'Mullen, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.),

Steelling, Taylor, Vanhoru, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Win-
ship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Craven, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freemen, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand,
Henry, Manuel, Marsh, Moore, O'Neill, Parker, Peall, Pen-

rose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran,

Stevenson, Hacker, President.

Yeas 35 ; nays 33.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Steelling

Offered the following resolution

:

Resolved^ That when this Chamber adjourns, it ad-

journs to meet next Monday, at 3 o'clock, P. M.,to consider

bill on Common Council File, No. 32, entitled,

" An Ordinance for the construction of a culvert in

Brown and Seventh streets, and other unfinished business."

Which was twice read, when

Mr. Reed

Moved to amend, to strike out " three o'clock," and
insert " seven o'clock."

Mr. Fuller

Moved to amend the amendment, to insert " eight

o'clock."

The amendment to the amendment was not agreed to.

The amendment was agreed to, and

The resolution as amended was agreed to.

On motion of

Mr. M'Cleary,

Council adjourned.
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MONDAY EVENING, Oct. 22d, 1855.

Council met, pursuant to an adjournment, at 7 o'clock.

In the absence of the President, Mr. Penrose was called to

the chair.—Present,

Messrs. Baird,
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Council proceeded to the second reading and conside-

ration of bill No. 32, Common Council File, entitled,

"An Ordinance for the construction of a culvert in

Brown and Seventh streets, to prevent the overflows of

water on the line of the Parrish street culvert."

[At this stage of the proceedings the President ar-

rived and took the Chair.]

Section first was agreed to.

Mr. Andrew Miller

Moved to amend the bill, by offering the following as a

second section

:

Section 2d. Said proposals shall be opened only in

the presence of the Committee of Highways, &c., at a meet-

ing thereof regularly called, and the said committee at the

next stated meeting of Councils, shall submit a report con-

taining the names of the bidders, and the amount for which

each of them propose to construct the said culvert, with a

resolution appended allotting the said work to some one of

the said bidders.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Hiram Miller

Moved to reconsider the vote by which the first section

had been agreed to.

And the motion being agreed to,

Moved to amend the section as follows

:

To strike out all after the word " culvert" in fourth

line, to " and" in the fifth line, and insert " commencing at

Ninth and Brown street;" and add after word " surveys"

in the eighth line, '•' said proposals to state the price per

lineal foot."

Mr. King

Moved that the further consideration of the same be

postponed, and the bill referred back to the committee hav-

ing charge of the subject.
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Mr. Stevenson

Moved to amend the motion, to strike out all after the

word " Committee," and insert " of Highways,"

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend the motion, to add at the end, " with

instructions to report the best location for the culvert to be

laid."

On this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded
by Messrs. Steelling and Freeman.

And being ordered, Avere as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Barton, Biddle, Broomall, Brouse,

Bockius, Bumm, Conrad, Craven, Duane, Freeman, Gay,
Gordon, Grayson, Hancock, Hand, IIassinger,King, Knorr,

Manuel, Mascher, Miller (Hiram), Penrose, Ridgway,
Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (T. J.), Stevenson, Treadwell,

Vanhorn, Vaux.

Nays-—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Binder, Bremer,

Chester, Davis, Dyer, Enos, Fuller, Gibson, Marsh, Martin,

Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy,
O'Neill, Reed, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling,

Taylor, Welsh, Willett, Hacker, President.

Yeas 29 ; nays 24.

Which was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Mr. King

Moved to proceed to the consideration of bill No. 33,

Common Council File, entitled,

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the De-

partment of City Commissioners."

Which was agreed to.

Council then resumed the consideration of the bill,

And the question being on the motion of Mr. Gordon,

to strike out " twenty-seven thousand six hundred dollars,"
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and insert " three thousand dollars," and to strilce out all

the items except " for the expenses of elections three

thousand dollars."

jMr. King

Presented a petition from a committee of the petit

jurors in the Court of Oyer and Terminer and Quarter Ses-

sions, asking Councils to make an appropriation whereby
they may be remunerated for the time spent by them in the

performance of their public duty.

Which was read.

Mr. Craven,

From the Committee on Finance, presented a commu-
nication from Jno. N, Henderson, City Controller, accom-
panied by a statement of the appropriations and expendi-

tures of the Department of City Commissioners. (^Appen-

dix No. 84.)

Which was read.

And on motion of

Mr. Treadwell,

That the further consideration of the bill be postponed,

and that the statement just presented be printed for the use

of members.

The yeas and nays Avere demanded by Messrs. Mascher
and Gordon.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Brouse, Bockius,

Conrad, Fuller, Gordon, Grayson, Manuel, Martin, Mascher,
Miller (Andrew), Steelling, TreadAvell.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Binder, Broomall,
Bumm, Chester, Craven, Davis, Duane, Dyer, Enos, Free-

man, Gibson, Hand, Hassinger, King, Knorr, Marsh, Miller

(Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), O'Neill, Penrose, Reed,
Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Roberts (T. J.), Sandgran,

Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Willetts, Win-
ship, Hacker, President.

Yeas 13 ; nays 35.

Which was not agreed to.

84
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The question recurring on the amendment,

It was not agreed to.

Mr. King

Moved to amend, to strike out on line tenth, " For

Court-houses and County offices, five hundred dollars."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Hassinger

Moved to amend, to strike out on line twelve, " For

incidentals, five hundred dollars."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Duane

Moved to amend, to strike out on line two, the word
" seven " and insert " six."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend, to strike out on line eleven, the word
" three " and insert " seven."

Which was not agreed to.

The section as amended was agreed to.

The title Avas agreed to,

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

It was then, by special order, read a third time and

passed.

Mr. Treadwell

Called for the report of the Committee on Highways,
in accordance with the resolution passed by this chamber,

page 626 of the Journal.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Chairman of the Committee on Highways, presented a

report in accordance with the above resolution. (^Appendix

No. 85.)
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The clerk proceeded with the reading of the same,

when

Mr. Treadwell

. Moved that the further reading thereof be postponed

and printed for the use of the members.

Pending the consideration of which

Mr. Gordon

i\Ioved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Council adjourned.
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THURSDAY, October 25th, 1855.

Council met.—Present,
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Mr. Treadwell

Moved that the reading of the Journal be dispensed

with.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Gibson

Presented a communication from Isaac Lower, decli-

ning as a candidate for Assistant Engineer for the First

Fire District.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Chester

Presented a communication from Lane Schofield, ask-

ing that the ordinance making an appropriation for the pay-

ment of his claim, may be acted upon without further de-

lay.

Which was read and laid on the table.

Mr. Henry

Presented a memorial of the Board of Managers of the

House of Refuge, asking an appropriation.

Which was referred to the Committee on Finance,

without reading.

Mr. O'Neill

Presented a petition from renters of stalls in the

Franklin Market, asking the extension of the roof of said

Market on the east side of Second street, out to the curb.

Which was read and referred to the Commissioner of

Markets.

Mr. Enos

Presented a petition from owners of property in the

Twenty-fourth Ward, asking that William street, from Market

to Baring street, Callowhill from Thirty-eighth to Fortieth

street. Baring street, from Lancaster avenue to Fortieth

street, and Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh street from

Bridge street to Lancaster avenue, may be opened for



670 JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. [Oct. 25,

public use, in conformity with the recorded survey of the

late District of West Philadelphia.

Which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
without reading.

Mr. Chester

Presented a petition from citizens residing on Ridge
avenue, asking that privileges may be granted for the con-

struction of a passenger railway from the Exchange to

the Girard College and Fairmount. •

Which was referred to the Special Committee on that

subject.

The President

Presented a communication from J. Edgar Thompson,
President of the Pennsylvania Railroad, asking a repair of

the road running along Market, Third, and Dock streets.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to refer the communication to a Special Com-
mittee.

Mr. Mascher

Moved to amend, to refer to the Committee on Rail-

roads.

Mr. Chester

Moved to amend the amendment, to refer to the Com-
mittee on Highways.

Which amendment to the amendment was agreed to.

And the motion as amended was agreed to.

Also,

Presented a petition from John Tucker, President of

the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Company, asking

that Councils will grant them permission to connect with

the water pipes of the City on Twentieth street, with an

opening four inches in diameter, and draw from the same

water enough for the use of four locomotive engines, and to
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close up the opening now used for the supply of said engines

from the pipes on Seventeenth street.

Which was read and referred to the Committee on
Water Works.

Also,

Presented a communication from S. Snyder Leidy,

Secretary of the Board of Guardians of the Poor, enclosing

a preamble and resolution relative to petitioning Councils

to grant such relief as they must perceive the necessities of

the House require, &c. (^Appendix, iVo. 86.)

Also,

Presented a communication from T. Oliver Goldsmith,

asking a settlement of his claim for services as late Coroner.

.

Which were severally read and referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

Also,

Presented an invitation from the ladies of the Mount
Vernon Association, to a meeting to be held this evening,

at Ih o'clock, at the Sansom street Hall.

Which was read and accepted.

Mr. Gordon

Moved to suspend the rules to offer a report.

And the motion being agreed to.

Offered a report of the Special Committee of Ways
and Means, appointed September 6th, 1855. (^Appendix,

No. 87.)

Which was read, when

Mr. Gordon

Moved that the report be printed and the Committee

discharged.

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. O'Neill

Moved to suspend the rules to take up the police bill,

as passed by Select Council.

Which was agreed to.

Council then proceeded to the consideration of the bill.

Section first being under consideration,

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend, to strike out all after the enacting

clause, and insert the following, to wit

:

That for the purposes of Police, the City shall be di-

vided into fifteen police districts, viz : The First and Second
Wards shall be one police district ; the Third and Fourth

Wards shall be one police district ; the Fifth and Sixth

Wards shall be one police district ; the Seventh and Eighth

Wards shall be one police district ; the Ninth and Tenth

Wards shall be one police district ; the Eleventli and Twelfth

Wards shall be one police district ; the Thirteenth and Four-

teenth Wards shall be one police district ; the Fifteenth

Ward shall be one police district ; the Sixteenth and Seven-

teenth Wards shall be one police district ; the Eighteenth

and Nineteenth Wards shall be one police district ; the

Twentieth, Twenty-first, TAventy-second, Twenty-third and
Twenty-fourth Wards shall each be a separate police

district.

Mr. Biddle

Moved a division of the police districts.

Which was agreed to.

First division, being the First and Second Wards, one

police district.

Was agreed to.

Second division, being the Third and Fourth Wards,

one police district,

Was aizireed to.
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Third division, being the Fifth and Sixth Wards, one
police district,

Was not agreed to.

Fourth division, being the Eleventh and Twelfth Wards,
one police district,

Was agreed to.

Fifth division, being the Thirteenth and Fourteenth
Wards, one police district,

Was agreed to.

Sixth division, being the Fifteenth Ward, one police

district,

Was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend on the fifth line, '• the Fifth Ward
shall be one police district," and the " Sixth Ward shall be

one police district."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to amend, to strike out on the second line, the

word""jfifteen," and insert in lieu thereof " sixteen."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section second being under consideration,

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend, to strike out an the first line, " exclu

sive of temporary places used as lock-ups," and on the se-

cond Ime, to strike out ''Police District," and insert

" Ward."

Mr. Dougherty

Moved a division of the amendment, the first division

being to strike out " exclusive of temporary places used as

lock-ups."

Which was agreed to.

85
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On the second division to strike out " Police District,"

and insert "Ward."

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Preston

and Bumm.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Brooinall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dimk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand,
Henry, King, Manuel, M'Mullen,Parham, Penrose, Preston,

Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Biddle, Boric, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty, Duane,

Gay, Hassinger, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (Andrew),
Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington), :Murphy, M'Adams,
O'Neill, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Yanhorn,

Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 32 ; nays 27.

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section third being under consideration,

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out in second line, "two"
and insert " one," and add " and the turnkeys provided for,

are hereby dispensed with, and their office abolished. Pro-

vided, that the duties heretofore performed by the said

turnkeys shall be performed by such of the Executive

Police Force, as may be detailed for that purpose."

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend, to strike out on the second line, the

words " Police District," and insert " Ward."

Mr. Mascher

Moved that the further consideration of the bill be
postponed.
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Mr. Dougherty

Moved to amend the motisn, by inserting the word " in-

definitely."

Which he subsequently withdrew.

Mr. Mascher, (by permission of the Council,)

Withdrew the motion " to postpone."

The question recurring on the amendment,

It was not agreed to.

The section was then agreed to.

Section fourth being under consideration,

Mr. Freeman

Moved to amend on second line, to insert " and " be-

tween the words "Lieutenants," "Sergeants," and to strike

out the words "and turnkeys."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to strike out the word " seven " and
insert "six," and to strike out all after the word "direct,"

on the fourth line.

On this motion, the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Knorr and Hoppel,

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A, J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse,Bockius, Dougherty,

Duane, Gay, Gordon, Hassinger, Henry, Knorr, Martin,

Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J.

Washington) , Murphy , M'Adams, O'Neill, Stevenson, Taylor,

Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Hand, Hoppel,

Kng, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose, Preston,
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Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling,

Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, Preaident.

Yeas 29 ; nays 33.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend to strike out " seven hundred," and

insert " six hundred and twenty."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Hoppel and Freeman.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A, J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty,

Duane, Gay, Hassinger, Henry, Knorr, Martin, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington),

Murphy, M'Adams, O'Neill, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts

(Spencer), Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux,
Welsh, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand,

Hoppel, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose,

Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Sandgran, Treadwell, Hacker,

Preddent.

Yeas 31 ; nays 31.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Bockius

Moved to amend, to strike out " seven hundred," and
insert " six hundred and fifty."

On this amendment the yeas and nays were demanded
by Messrs. Dougherty and Bumm.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty,

Duane, Gay, Hassinger, Henry, Knorr, Martin, Mascher,

Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. AVashington),

Murphy, M'Adams, O'Neill, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts
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(Spencer), Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Yaux,
Welsh, Willetts, Winship.

Nays—Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dj^er,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand,
Hoppel, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose,

Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Sandgran, Treadwell, Hacker,
Preddent.

Yeas 32 ; nays 31.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend, to strike out on fifth line, the words
" thirty-first day of October," and insert in lieu thereof,

" twenty-ninth day of February, 1856."

Mr. Dougherty

Moved to amend the amendment^ to insert " first day
of January, 1856."

Which was not agreed to.

On the question of agreeing to the amendment.

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. An-

drew Miller and Dougherty.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs.Berry , Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumra, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,

Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand,
Henry, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen,

Parham, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Steelling, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty, Duane,

Gay, Hassinger, Hoppel, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
O'Neill, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Yaux, Yan-

horn, Welsh, Winship.

Yeas 85 ; nays 27.
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It ^Yas agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section fifth being under consideration,

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to insert on second line, after the

word " officers," " out of the number of Police."

On this motion the yeas and nays were demanded by
Messrs. Bumm and Manuel.

And being ordered, were as follows

:

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-
ham), Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty,
Duane, Gay, Hassinger, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington),
Murphy, M'Adams, O'Neill, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson,

Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

Nays— Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Grayson, Hand, Henry,
Hoppel, King, Manuel, Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose,

Preston, Keed, Ridgway, Roberts (iSpencer), Sandgran,

Steelling, Willetts, Hacker, President.

Yeas 28 ; nays 33.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on agreeing to the section.

It was agreed to.

Section sixth was agreed to.

Section seventh being under consideration,

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend on second line, to strike out " Sep-

tember," and insert " November."

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, by adding the following

:
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" And it shall be the duty of two of the policemen, to

be selected by the Mayor from and out of the policemen

assigned to each police district, to attend each day, both

forenoon and afternoon, at the office of the police magistrate

of the district, for the purpose of serving process issued by
such magistrate, which process it shall be the duty of the

policeman to whom it may be delivered, forthwith to serve

according to law, and make return thereof to the said

magistrate, and it shall also be the duty of the said magis-

trate to report forthwith to the Mayor, in writing, any neg-

lect of attendance or other misbehavior of said policemen."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section eighth being under consideration,

Mr. Biddle

Moved to amend, to add at end of section, " and it

shall be further the duty of said magistrate to report forth-

with to the Mayor, in writing, any misbehavior in any police

officer or policeman, which may come to his notice at such

hearings.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Grayson

Moved to amend, to insert after the word " respective,"

in the second line, the word " district."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Section nmth being under consideration,

Mr. Hoppel

Moved to amend, to strike out on fourth line, the word
'' monthly," and insert in lieu thereof, " at the commence-

ment of the term of the Court of Quarter Sessions."

Which was agreed to.
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Mr. Henry

Moved to amend, to insert on second line, between
" the " and " station," the word " district."

Which was agreed to.

And the section as amended was agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Offered the following as a new section, to be called

section tenth, to wit

:

Section 10. It shall be the duty of the police or com-

mitting magistrates, and they are hereby required to make

report to the City Controller at the end of each and every

month, of the amount of money received and due by them

to the City, and the said police magistrates shall make out

an account current at the end of each year, showing the

amount received and the amount due them, and in no case

shall they receive for their services as police or committing

magistrates, any greater amount of money than the receipts

of their respective offices shall exhibit.

Which was agreed to.

Section tenth, now eleventh, was agreed to.

Section eleventh, now twelfth, was agreed to.

Section twelfth, noAV thirteenth, was agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

And the bill ordered to be prepared for a third reading.

The bill was then read a third time, and on the ques-

tion, shall this bill pass ?

The yeas and nays were demanded by Messrs. Hoppel

and Gordon.

And being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abra-

ham), Berry, Biddle, Binder, Borie, Bremer, Broomall,

Brouse, Bockius, Chester, Davis, Dougherty, Duane, Enos,

Freeman, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Hassinger, Henry, King,

Knorr, jSIarsh, Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), Miller

(.J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, M'Mullen, O'Neill,
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Ridgway, Roberts (C. B,), Roberts (Spencer), Steelling,

Stevenson, Taylor, Treadwell, Vaux, Vanhorn, Welsh, Wil-

letts, Winship, Hacker, President.

Nays—Messrs. Bumm, Conrad, Davenport, Dunk, Dyer,
Fuller, Grayson, Hand, Hoppel, Manuel, Penrose, Reed,

Sandgran.

Yeas 45 ; nays 13.
*

It was agreed to.

The clerk of the Mayor being introduced, presented

the following message in writing

:

Mayor's Office,

Philadelphia, Oct. 25, 1855.

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia:

Gentlemen :—I have approved and signed the follow-

ing ordinances and resolutions, viz.

:

" An Ordinance for the better protection of the bridges

owned by the City of Philadelphia, across the river Schuyl-

kill."

" An Ordinance to make an appropriation for the pur-

pose therein mentioned."

" A Resolution to release certain property of Abel
Lukens, from the lien of a judgment therein mentioned."

" Resolution adopted by the Select and Common
Councils of the City of Philadelphia, October 11, 1855."

" Resolution to direct the Commissioner of City Property

to notify the tenant of the Lemon Hill Estate to vacate the

same."

" An Ordinance to open Franklin street, from Front to

Jefferson avenue, and from Sixth to Seventh street."

" An Ordinance to authorize the construction of a cer-

tain culvert."

" An Ordinance reorganizing the Department of Sur-

veys, and prescribing the duties of the Chief Engineer and

Surveyor, and the District Surveyors and Regulators."

R. T. Conrad,

Mayor.
86
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Select Council

Informed that they had passed the following resolution

:

Resolved, That Common Council be informed that

Select Council will meet them in Convention this day, at T

o'clock, P. M., for the purpose of electing Chief and Assis-

tant Engineers of the Fire Department, Superintendent of

Trusts, and one Guarcfian of the Poor for the Thirteenth

Ward.

Which was twice read and agreed to.
^

Mr. Dougherty

Moved to suspend the rules to take up the bill to make
an appropriation to the City Commissioners.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Biddle

Moved to suspend the rules to proceed to the conside-

ration of the bill which had been returned by the Mayor,
with his objections, entitled,

" An Ordinance to appropriate a certain lot of ground
in the Twenty-first Ward, for a burial ground."

Pending the consideration of which.

The President, Clerks and members of Select Council

were introduced, and being assembled in Convention,

The President

Stated the object thereof.

The Convention then proceeded to ballot for Chief En-

gineer of the Fire Department,

The Clerks acting as tellers.

Who reported 84 votes cast, of which,

Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman, Hilles, Hutchinson, Keyser,
Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller, Perkins, Selby, Stokes, Wain-
wright, Waterman, Welsh, Verree, President.

15 voted for B. A. Shoemaker.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,
Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand,
Hoppel, King-, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Adams,
M'MuUen, Parham, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway,
Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Wil-

letts, Hacker, President.

37 voted for B. A. Shoemaker.

In all 52 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Hagner, Higgins, Marselis,

Wharton.

6 voted for T West Blake.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Biddle, Borie, Bremer, Brouse, Bockius, Dougherty,
Duane, Hassinger, Henry, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, O'Neill,

Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh,
Winship.

26 voted for T. West Blake.

In all 32 votes.

B. A. Shoemaker having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared duly elected Chief Engineer of the

Fire Department.

The Convention then proteeded to the election of As-
sistant Engineer of the First Fire District.

When 84 votes were cast, of which,

Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman,Hilles, Hutchinson, Keyser,
Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller, Perkins, Selby, Stokes, Wain-
wright. Waterman, Verree, President.

14 voted for John C. Poulson.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
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Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos,

Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand, Hoppel,

King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, Parham,

Penrose, Preston, Reed, RidgAvay, Roberts (Spencer),

Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Willetts, Hacker, President.

35 voted for John C. Poulson.

In all 49 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Hagner, Higgins, Kline,

Marselis, Wharton.

7 voted for Robert Smith.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham), Bid-

die, Borie, Bremer, Brouse,Bockius, Dougherty, Duane, Gay,

Hassinger, Henry, Knorr, Martin, Mascher, Miller (An-

drew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, O'Neill,

Roberts, (C. B.), Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

27 voted for Robert Smith.

In all 34 votes.

Common Council.

Mr. Stevenson voted for Isaac Lower.

John C. Poulson having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared duly elected Assistant Engineer of

the First Fire District.

The Convention then proceeded to the election of As-

sistant Engineer of the Second Fire District.

When 83 votes were cast.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Caldwell, Cornman, Hagner, Higgins,

Hilles, Hutchmson, Keyser, Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller, Per-

kins, Stokes, Wainwright, Waterman, Welsh, Verree, Pre-

sident.

17 voted for John A. Rolin.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Borie,
Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis,
Dougherty, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson,
Gordon, Grayson, Hand, Henry, Hoppel, King, Manuel,
Marsh, Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, Penrose, Preston, Reed,
Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Tread-
well, Willetts, Hacker, President.

38 voted for John A. Rolin.

In all 55 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Beideman, Marselis, Wharton.

3 voted for John B. Morasso.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle, Bremer,
Brouse, Bockius, Duane, Gay, Hassinger, Knorr, Martin,
INJascher, Miller (Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Mur-
phy, M'Adams, O'Neill, Parham, Roberts (C. B.), Steven
son, Taylor, Vanhorn, Vaux, Welsh, Winship.

25 voted for John B. Morasso.

In all 28 votes.

John A. Rolin having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared duly elected Assistant Engineer of

the Second Fire District.

The Convention then proceeded to ballot for Assistant

Engineer of the Third Fire District.

AVhen 83 votes were cast, of which,

Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Coniman, Hilles, Keyser, Knorr,

M'Whorter, Miller, Perkins, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,
Waterman, Verree, President.

13 voted for Henry Robinson.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Baker (Abraham), Berry, Binder, Bilyeu,

Bremer, Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport,

Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon,

Grayson, Hoppcl, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller (Hiram),
M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Eidgway,
Roberts, (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Treadwell, Wil-

letts. Hacker, President.

36 voted for Henry Robinson.

In all 49 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Hagner, Higgins, Hutchinson, Kline,

Marselis, Wharton.

7 voted for Wm. A. Thorp.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Biddle, Borie, Bockius, Gay, Hand,
Hassinger, Henry, Knorr, Mascher, Miller (Andrew), Mil-

ler (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams, O'Neill, Taylor,

Vaux, W^elsh.

18 voted for Wm. A. Thorp.

In all 25 votes.

Select Council.

Messrs. Beideman and Welsh.

2 voted for S. A. Batturs.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baker (A. J.), Brouse, Dougherty, Duane,
Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Vanhorn.

7 voted for S. A. Batturs.

In all 9 votes.

Henry Robinson having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared duly elected Assistant Engineer of

the Third Fire District.



1855.] JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 687

The Convention then proceeded to ballot for Assistant

Engineer of the Fourth Fire District.

When 78 votes were cast, of which,

Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman, Hilles, Hutchinson, Key
ser, Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller, Perkins, Selby, Stokes,

Wainwright, Waterman, Welsh, Verree, President.

15 voted for Benjamin Wharton.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall,

Brouse, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davenport, Davis, Dunk,
Dyer. Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Hand, Henry, Hoppel, King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh, Miller

(Hiram), M'Mullen, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway,
Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Willetts, Hacker,
JPresident.

37 voted for Benjamin Wharton.

In all 52 votes. Elected. ^

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Hagner, Higgins, Kline,

Wharton.

6 voted for Hugh Clotworthy.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.) Baker (Abraham), Bre-
mer, Bockius, Duane, Gay, Hassinger, Mascher, Miller,

(Andrew), Miller (J. Washington), Murphy, M'Adams,
O'Neill, Parham, Roberts (C. B.), Stevenson, Taylor, Van-
horn, Vaux.

20 voted for Hugh Clotworthy.

In all 26 votes.

Benjamin Whartgn having received a majority of all

the votes cast, was declared duly elected Assistant Engi-

neer of the Fourth Fire District.
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The Convention then proceeded to ballot for Assistant

Engineer of the Fifth Fire District.

When 72 votes were cast, of which.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Caldwell, Cornman, Hag-
ner, Higgins, Hilles, Keyser, Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller,

Perkins, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright, Waterman, Welsh,

Wharton, Verree, President.

19 voted for William Glenn.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Baker (Abraham),
Berry, Biddle, Binder, Bilyeu, Bremer, Broomall, Brouse,

Bockius, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,

Hand, Hassinger, Henry, King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh,

Martin, Mascher, Miller (Hiram), Miller (J. Washington),

Murphy, M'Adams, M'Mullen, O'Neill, Parham, Penrose,

Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts, (C. B.), Roberts (Spen-

cer), Sandgran, Steelling, Stevenson, Taylor, Vaux, Wil-

letts. Hacker, President.

63 voted for William Glenn.

In all 72 votes. Elected.

William Glenn having received all the votes cast, was

declared duly elected Assistant Engineer of the Fifth Fire

District.

The Convention then proceeded to ballot for Assistant

Engineer of the Sixth Fire District.

When 74 votes were cast, of which,

Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman, Hilles, Keyser, Knorr,

M'Whorter, Miller, Perkins, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,

Waterman, Welsh, Wharton, Verree, Presideiit.

15 voted for J. C. TuUy.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Baker, (A. J.), Berry, Binder, Bilyeu,

Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Conrad, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, Hand,
Henry, King, Manuel, Marsh, Martin, Mascher, Miller

(Hiram), M'Adams, M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose, Preston,

Reed, Kidgway, Roberts (C. B.), Roberts (Spencer),
Sandgran, ISteelling, Stevenson, Yanhorn, Willetts, Hacker,
Preaident.

40 voted for J. C. Tully.

In all 55 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Hagner, Higgins, Kline.

4 voted for G. Rittenhouse.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (Abraham), Biddle, Brouse,

Bockius, Duane, Gay, Hassinger, Knorr, Miller (Andrew),
Murphy, O'Neill, Taylor, Yaux, Welsh.

15 voted for G. Rittenhouse.

In all 19 votes.

J. C. Tully having received a majority of all the votes

cast, was declared duly elected Assistant Engineer of the

Sixth Fire District.

The Convention then proceeded to ballot for Assistant

Engineer of the Seventh Fire District.

When 72 votes were cast, of which,

Select Council.

Messrs. Cakhvell, Cornman, Hilles, Keyser, Knorr,
M'Whorter, Miller, Perkins, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright,

Waterman, Welsh, Yerree, President.

14 voted for R. C. Hicks.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berrv, Binder, Bilveu, Broomall, Bumm, dies
87
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ter, Conrad, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller,

Gibson, Gordon, Grayson, King, Manuel, Marsh, Miller

(Hiram), M'Mullen, Penrose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway,

Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Willetts, Hacker,

President.

30 voted for R. C. Hicks.

In all 44 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Hagner, Higgins, Kline, Wharton.

5 voted for F. J. Sorber.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.) Baker (Abraham), Bid-

die, Borie, Brouse, Bockius, Duane, Gay, Hand, Hassinger,

Henry, Knorr, Martin, Miller (Andrew), Murphy, O'Neill,

Taylor, Vaux, Vanhorn.

20 voted for F. J. Sorber.

In all 25 votes.

Common Council.

Messrs. Mascher, M'Adams, Stevenson.

3 voted for T. A. Andrews.

R. C. Hicks having received a majority of all the votes

cast, was declared duly elected Assistant Engineer of the

Seventh Fire District.

The Convention then proceeded to an election for Su-

perintendent of Trusts.

When 59 votes were cast, of which,

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Beideman, Caldwell, Cornman, Hag-
ner, Higgins, Hillcs,lIutchinson, Keyser, Knorr, M'Whorter,

Miller, Perkins, Selby, Stokes, Wainwright, Waterman,

Welsh, Verree, President.

19 voted for Charles Oat.
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Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J.), Berry, Binder, Bilyeu,

Borie, Broomall, Bumm, Chester, Davis, Dunk, Dyer,
Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gay, Gibson, Gordon, Grayson,
Hand, Hassinger, Henry, King, Knorr, Manuel, Marsh,
Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram), M'Mullen, O'Neill, Pen-
rose, Preston, Reed, Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sand-
gran, Steelling, Vanhorn, Willetts, Hacker, President.

40 voted for Charles Oat.

In all 59 votes.

Charles Oat having received all the votes cast, was
declared duly elected Superintendent of Trusts.

The Convention then proceeded to an election for Guar-
dian of the Poor for the Thirteenth Ward.

When 66 votes were cast, of which,

Select Council.

Messrs. Caldwell, Cornman, Hilles, Hutchinson, Key-
ser, Knorr, M'Whorter, Miller, Perkins, Selby, Stokes,

Wainwright, Waterman, Verree, President.

14 voted for Thomas C. Steel.

Common Council.

Messrs. Berry, Binder, Bilyeu, Broomall, Bumm,
Chester, Davis, Dunk, Dyer, Enos, Freeman, Fuller, Gib-

son, Gordon, Grayson, Hand, Henry, King, Manuel,
Marsh, M'Mullen, Parham, Penrose, Preston, Reed,
Ridgway, Roberts (Spencer), Sandgran, Steelling, Willetts,

Hacker, President.

31 voted for Thomas C. Steel.

In all 45 votes. Elected.

Select Council.

Messrs. Ashton, Hagner, Higgins, Kline.

4 voted for J. II. Dohnert.

Common Council.

Messrs. Baird, Baker (A. J,), Baker (Abraham),
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Biddle, Brovise, Bockius, Duane, Gay, Hassinger, Knorr,

Miller (Andrew), Miller (Hiram),' Murphy, Stevenson,

Yaux, Vanhorn, Welsh.

17 voted for J. li. Dolmert.

In all 21 votes. '-'^^

Thomas C. Steel having received a majority of all the

votes cast, was declared duly elected Guardian of the Poor

for the unexpired term of Townsend Smith, deceased, of the

Thirteenth Ward.

The President, Clerks and members of Select Council

then retired to their Chamber, when

Mr. O'Neill

# Moved that Council adjourn to meet on Monday next

at 3 o'clock, P. M.

Mr. Penrose

Moved to adjourn.

Which was agreed to.

So Council adjourned.
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APPENDIX No. 1.

PETITION, CONTESTING THE ELECTION OF ROBERT NEWELL,
RETDRNED AS A MEMBER OF THE COMMON COUNCIL FROM
THE FIFTEENTH WARD.

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia:

The petition of the undersigned respectfully showeth, that

they are qualified electors of the Fifteenth Ward of the City

of Philadelphia, and they complain of an undue election and
false return for a member of the Common Council, of the said

City for said Ward, at a municipal election held in said

Ward, on Tuesday, the first day of May, Anno Domini,
eighteen hundred and fifty-five. Because they say that the

election ofiicers of the several election divisions of the said

Ward, have made return, that at the said election Hiram
Miller received eleven hundred and twenty-two votes for

Common Council ; that George F. Gordon received ten

hundred and eighty-eight votes for Common Council ; that

Robert Newell received ten hundred and eighty-five votes

for Common Council ; that Charles Vanhorn received ten

hundred and eighty-four votes for Common Council ; that

Joseph Ferrall received nine hundred and sixty votes for

Common Council ; that Thomas McGrath received seven

hundred and fifty-one votes for Common Council ; that Lean-
der Cridland received three hundred and forty-six votes for

Common Council ; and that Hiram Miller, George F. Gordon
and Robert Newell, having received the highest number of

votes, were elected members of the Common Council of the

said City.

1
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And your petiiioners aver, that the said election is undue,

and the return false in this, that the said Robert Newell did

not receive the number of legal votes which the said officers

have returned, and that the said Robert Newell did not

receive a hioher number of votes than were received by Charles

Vanhorn ; because they say :

That in the Second Election Division of said Ward, one

Robert Newell voted illegally at the said election, he not

having within two years paid a slate or county tax assessed

upon him, agreeably to the Constitution and laws of this

Commonweallh, and that he voted a ticket having upon it the

name of Robert Newell for Common Council, and not having

upon it the name of Charles Vanhorn for Common Council.

That in the Third Election Division of the said Ward, one

John R. Johnson voted at the said election twice, and that

he voted each time a ticket having upon it the name of

Robert Newell for Common Council, and not having upon it

the name of Charles Vanhorn.
That in the Fourth Election Division of the said Ward, one

John Gabel voted at the said election illegally, he being a

resident of Montgomery county, and not residing in the said

Ward, and that he voted a ticket having upon it the name of

Robert Newell for Common Council, and not having upon it

the name of Charles Vanhorn for Common Council.

That in the Fifth Election Division of said Ward, one John

Thorn voted illegally at said election, as being between the

age of twenty-one and twenty-two years, when in truth and

in fact he was over the age of twenty-two years, and bad

not been assessed nor paid a state or county tax within two
years, and that he voted a ticket having upon it the name of

"Robert Newell for Common Council, and not having upon it

the name of Charles Vanhorn for Common Council.

That in the Seventh Election Division of the said Ward,
one Larzalere voted illegally at the said election, he being

a resident of the Twentieth Ward, and not residing in said

Fifteenth Ward, and that he voted a ticket having upon it

the name of Rooert Newell for Common Council, and not

having upon it the name of Charles Vanhorn for Common
Council.

That in the Eighth Election Division of the said Fifteenth

Ward, one Hayman voted illegally at said election, he

being a resident of Chester county, anil not residing in said
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Ward, and that he voted a ticket having upon it the name of

Robert Newell for Common Council, and not having upon it

the name of Charles Vanhorn for Common Council.

That in the Eighth Election Division of the said Ward,
the officers of the election destroyed and did not count two
tickets for Common Council, which had been duly voted and

deposited in the ballot-box, each ticket having upon it the

name of Charles Vanhorn for Common Council, and neither

of them having upon it the name of Robert Newell for Com-
mon Council.

That the said illeo-al votes thus cast for Robert Newell, as

above specified, should be deducted from the number of votes

returned as cast for the saiil Robert Newell, and when de-

ducted he will be found to have received but ten hundred and

seventy-nine votes ; and the f-aid votes as above cast for

Charles Vanhorn, and destroyed by the officers and not

counted, should be added to the number of votes cast for

Charles Vanhorn ; and when added, it will be fotmd that the

said Charles Vanhorn received ten bundled and eighty-six

votes for Common Council, and a higher number than was
received by the said Robert Newell for Common Council

;

and that the said Charles Vanhorn was legally elected to the

Common Council of the saiil City from the said Ward.
Your petitioners therefore represent, that the said Robert

Newell has not been duly elected a member of Common
Council of the said City, and they pray that your honorable

body may dirept an inquiry into the facts set forth herein, in

the manner directed l)y the laws of this Commonwealth

;

and that the said Charles Vanhorn may be admitted to his

seat as a member pf the Common Council of the said City.

And they will ever pray, &c.

John G. Brenner,
Thomas Potter,
Edward M'Laughlin,
John Scott,
W. F. Moran,
Alex. Martin,
David Curry,
Charles Coulter,
James Bloomer,
F. D. Laughran,

Andrew Wallace.

Frederick j\hLEY,

Benj. Bubnell,
RoBT. C. Brodie,
Joseph M. Burk,
William W. Burnell,
Gideon Becker,
James M'Clintock,
Thomas M'Grath,
Jason G. Johnstone,
Joseph Collins,
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Benjamin Burnell, Alexander Martin and David Curry,

three of the petitioners above nameil, being duly sworn ac-

cording to law, doth declare and say, that the facts set forth

in the foregoing petition are true.

Benj. Burnell,
Alex. Martin,
David Curry.

Sworn and subscribed before me, May 8, 18o5.

Jno. B. Kenney, Jilderman.

APPENDIX No. 2.

petition, contesting the election of ANDREW MILLER,

AS A MEMBER OF COMMON COUNCIL FROM THIRD WARD.

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia

:

The petition and complaint of the undersigned respectfully

shows to your honorable body, that they are qualified voters

of the Third Ward, in the City of Philadelphia, and were
so at the election for municipal officers held on the first

day of May, 1855. That they comphiin of the false return

of Andrew Miller as a member of the Common Council from
said Ward, and allege that George Norton receiveil a larger

number of votes at said election for Common Council than the

said Andrew Miller, and was therefore duly elected. And the

more fully to state this proposition, they say that by the

returns, as made by the return judges and ofhcers of said

election in said Third Ward, give to Robert C. Smith eight

hundred and eighty-nine votes, (889) ; to Samuel Price eight

hundred and eighty-seven votes, (887); to George Norton
nine hundred and forty-two votes, (942); to J. Borie nine

hundred and ninety votes, (990) ; to John Welsh one thousand

votes, (1,000) ; and to Andrew Miller nine hundred and
eighty-two votes, (982); by which return, Messrs. Borie,

Welsh and Miller, are returned as duly elected. Whereas, in

truth and in fact, George Norton received in said Ward at said

election for said office of Common Councilman, thirty more
votes which were cast for him, and not cast for Andrew
Miller, which said thirty votes were not counted or returned
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for said George Norton, but were falsely counted and returned

for Andrew Miller, which would make a difference of thirty

votes in favor of said Norton nnore than were returned for

him, and a difference of thirty votes against the said Andrew
Miller, being that number of votes less than were returned

for him ; and showing that in fact said Norton received nine

hundred and seventy-two votes, (,972) ; and the said Miller

only nine hundred and fifty-two votes, (952); and that the

said Norton thereby received twenty votes more for said

office than the said Miller, and is therefore duly elected as

one of the Common Councilmen of said Ward ; and to further

sustain this allegation, the petitioners specify the following

facts •—
First—That in the poll in the Eighth Election Division of

said Ward at said election, one hundred and forty-five (145)
ballots were cast for George Norton for Common Council,

which said ballot had not the name of Andrew Miller upon
them for said office, and were not cast for said Miller ; where-
as the officers of said election have returned that said Norton
only received one hundred and fifteen votes, (115,) and the

remaining thirty votes so cast for said Norton were not

counted or returned for said Norton, but were counted and
returned as having been cast for said Miller, and that the real

number of votes cast for said Andrew Miller at said last men-
tioned poll at said election, was one hundred and thirteen,

(113) ; whereas the said Andrew Miller is falsely returned as

having received one hundred and forty-three votes ; whereby
it is seen, that the real number of votes in favor of George
Norton over the vote returned for him and the vote returned

for Andrew Miller, is sixty votes in favor of Norton and
against said ]\Iiller, and that this difference would change the

result of the election ; the whole majority falsely returned in

the whole of said Ward for Miller being forty votes.

Secoyid—That in said Eighth Division of said Third Ward
at said election, thirty votes and upwards were received for

the Common Council for said Ward, which said thirty votes

were not counted and returned as having been cast, but which
thirty votes and upwards were, after the poll had closed, taken

from the ballot boxes, and were abstracted and thrown away
l)y a person or persons improperly allowed to be present

while the votes were being counted, and thirty other and
tliffbrent ballots not cast by voters, were fraudulently substi-
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tuted and counted as having been legally cast for said office

of Common Council, whereby the result of the election

in the said Ward miglit have been, and your petioners nnnly

believe was changed, in this, that the whole majority of votes

in said Wan! returned for said Andrew Miller for said office

over Geory-e Norton (the said Georo;e Norton being returned

as having received the highest number of votes of any candi-

date voted for for said oHice, next after said Miller,) is only

forty votes; whereas, the fraudulent abstraction and substitu-

tion aforesaid of thirty votes, might and your petioners be-

lieve (lid make a ilitference of sixty votes in the result, by

taking from said Norton thirty votes and adding to the count

for said Miller thirty more votes and upwards than were

legally cast for said Miller, which would give the said Norton

a clear and legal majority over said Miller of twenty votes,

and duly elected him to the Common Council for said Wanl.
And your petitioners further allege in this connection, and

pray it may be taken as part of this specification, that the

election officers of said Eighth Division of said Ward at said

election, contrary to law, kept the poll of said division open

at said election for a long time after the legal hour for closing-

it, to wit, till five minutes after eight o'clock, and tliat after

eight o'clock they received a large number of votes for

Common Council, to wit, ten votes—which said ten votes

might have, and your petitioners firmly believe did change

the result of election in said Ward for the said ofirice of

Common Council. Ten votes which, in connection with the

votes fraudulently abstractetl and sul)stituted as set forth ia

this specification hereinbefore, might and your petitioners

believe did make a difference of seventy votes, which differ-

ence is against said Norton and in favor of said Miller.

Third—That in said Eighth Election Division of said Ward
at said election, fifteen votes and upwards were received by

the officers of said election for the office of Conmion Council,

by persons not legally qualified or entitled to vote, which

said fifteen illegal votes were cast, counted and returned for

Andrew Miller, and were not cast, counted or returned for

said George Norton, which would still further change the

result of election in the whole of said Ward for said ofilce of

Common Council, as set forth in specification second, fifteen

votes and upwards.

Your petitioners therefore contest the election and return
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of Andrew Miller as a member of the Common Council, and

pray that you will inquire into the truth of the facts alleored

in this complaint and petition, in the manner pointed out by-

law, and that you will not admit said Andrew Miller as a

member of the Common Council from the Third Ward, but

will admit said George Norton as a member of the said

Common Council, duly and legally elected at said election,

or will at your discretion order a new election to be held in

said Ward for one Common Councilman, and they will ever

pray.

Wm. Paul, William Keech,
M. N. EvERLY, Samuel Clark,
Christian Lincthorst, Wm. W. Barns,

John Gilkey, Robt. H. Ward,
N. M'KiNi.EY, Jamf.s Wise,

John Kelley, M. W. Clark,
Edward M. Durborow, Thos. Singleton,

Joseph Brown, Jno. Kelly, 5th street,

David Craig, Wm. H. Pearson.

Three of the above named petitioners being duly sworn,

say that the facts set forth in the foregoing petition and com-
plaint are true.

Wm. H. Pearson,
Christian Lincthorst,
Edward M. Durborow.

Sworn to and subscribed before me the 14th day of May,
A. D. 1855.

C. IsARD, Alderman.

I, William S. Allen, one of the City Commissioners of

the City of Philadelphia, do certify that the names of fifteen

of the above named petitioners, were returned to us by the

Assessors who made the assessment of 1*^54, as residing

within the boundaries of what is now the Third Ward of the

City of Philadelphia, and as such, I believe them to be qualified

voters of said Ward.
Wm. S. Allen, City Commissioner.

Philadelphia, May 14, 1855.
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APPENDIX No. 3.

ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE MAYOR.

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Philadel-

phia:

Gentlemen—By the Act of Consolidation, it is made the

duty of the Mayor "to communicate to Councils at least once

a year, and ofiener, if deemed expedient, a general statement

of the condition of the government, in relation to its finances

and improvements, and to recommend the adoption of all such

measures as he may deem expedient for the security, health,

cleanliness, improvement and welfare of the City.'-* To enable

him to perform his duty, power is conferred upon him, in com-

mon with the committees of Councils, "to maintain a super-

vision of each department, whether corporate or otherwise, for

the exposure and correction of all evils and abuses, and to

compel the production of books and papers, and the examina-

tion of witnesses;" I have considered it proper to make report

to Councils at a period when, under the system of annual

accountability to the public, the affairs of the City, with the

expiration of one Council, and the inauguration of another,

should be presented for public scrutiny and consideration; but

as the law proposes a regular and annual communication, in

addition to those which may be dictated by occasional neces-

sity, and as it devolves upon me, so far as a single example

may do so, to establish a precedent as to the time when that

communication shall be made, I think it desirable, in conside-

ration of the difference in the official tenures of the executive

officers, and of the representatives of the people in Councils,

that the commencement of the year should be regularly

adopted as the period for the annual executive message to

Councils, and therefore the annual message will be delivered

on the first meeting of Councils in January hereafter.

In conformity with the duty enforced upon me, I have

made an official call upon the head of every branch of the

public service for such information in relation to the public

interests committed to his charge, as the government is

entitled to, and it becomes my duty to remark that, while

many of them claim the public confidence by the fullness.
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frankness and clearness of their exhibitions, there are others

that, probably from satisfactory causes, have been most tard-

ily made, and are not so ample and explicit as might be

desired and expected. The field of inquiry is more extensive,

as the labors and accountabilities of the government of a great

City are more multiplied, various and important, than is

generall}^ believed. The greatness of the interests involved

—

though those of Philadelphia are far from inconsiderable

—

does not always determine the difficulty nor the dignity of

legislative labors so truly, as the multiplicity of those interests

and their issues, the number of public departments, and the

variety of duties which are incidental to them. In the call

for information made upon the heads of the various depart-

ments, a co{)y of which is appended, their attention has been

earnestly called to the primary duties of improvement in the

service, and retrenchment in the expenditures of the govern-

ment ; and their reports, herewith submitted, will furnish

such facts and suggestions as the inquiries have elicited.

It is, perhaps, the unfortunate tendency of all municipal

governments, in which the frequent expenditures of large

amounts are necessary, to lapse into improvidence, if not cor-

ruption. It is, therefore, proper, at the opening of our

annually renewed legislative career, to investigate rigorously,

regardless of all parties or persons, and with or without accu-

sation, every subject that can be presumed to cover abuse or

extravagance ; and to inquire, in regard to every branch of

the government, what wrong can be redressed, what prodi-

gality retrenched, and where and how we may secure a more
energetic, inexpensive and effective administration of the

public interests. To such inquiries and efforts, I will, so far

as change is improvement, and retrenchment true economy,
consider it my privilege and duty to lend my official aid and

sanction.

It has been my earnest desire to address Councils in relation

to the financial condition of the government, the subject which
most engages the public attention, most involves the public

interests; and which, from its intimate connection with every

branch of the public service, should be the principal subject

of the annual communication from the executive to the legis-

lature of the City. But I have to regret that the Controller,

as will be seen by the following letter, has failed to respond

to the official call made upon him:

2
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Controller's Office, )

i\lay 16, 1855.
)

Hox\. R. T. Conrad, Mayor:

Sir—1 have endeavored to comply with your request, in

furnishing you with all the information in regard to the

interests of the City, as connected with this othce, but the

duties of the office has been such, that it is an impossibility

for me to render you the information in time for your annual

message. I regret it exceedingly, and would have prevented

it if in my power.

Yours,

John N. Henderson, Controller.

It is hardly necessary to say, that in the absence of the

report of the principal financial officer of the City Govern-

ment, no review of the past, and no consideration of the

present state of that most important branch of the duties and

interests of the government is possible. This is to be re-

gretted, as no delay should be permitted in regard to the

pressing duties connected with this department. 1 will

improve the earliest opportunity to address Councils upon

this subject, and, meanwhile, may be permitted to state that

I will zealously aid and sanction every measure necessary to

sustain the financial interests and credit of the City.

The duties of Councils, during the first year of the new
government, have been earnest and onerous, and their labors

are probably not so favorably appreciated as they will be

hereafter. They were required, in effect, to frame a govern-

ment for a City, peculiar in the character ami condition of its

constituent municipalities and communities, and spreading

over an area so extensive as to embrace within City limits

large agricultural interests. It was their duty to organize its

many departments, each in itself a government, and controlling

interests various, intricate and important. They were obliged

to establish the fundamental laws of those departments, to

select the officers required to administer them, and, in elfect,

to watch over and guide them into practical and successful

operation. To effect this, under a carefully perfected system,

would have been no ordinary task, requiting neither ordinary

abilities nor ordinary labors; but the Act of Consolidation,

under which Councils acted, is known to have Ix-en, neces-

sarily, a compromise, crude and incomplete, whii h reserved
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many of the issues that should have been settled by the lewis-

lation of the State, for that of the Councils. Besides, all the

circumstances attendant upon the birth of the new govern-
ment, and the duties of its guardians in Council, were jiecu-

liar. They were expected, by the unreflecting, to realize,

and at once, the extraordinary advantages always expected
from innovation, and especially the financial benefits antici-

pated from consolidation—an utter impossibility, as many of
the old municipal governments were, at the time of their

demise, on the eve of bankruptcy ; some were absolutely

bankrupt; some had recklessly or corruptly enlarged their

engagements and the responsibilities of the new government,
with a frightful rashness, the results of "which now burthen
us, and others had permitted their financial affairs to fall into

a condition of chaotic confusion, doubt and irresponsibility.

All of doubt, difficulty and accountability, thus accumulated,
the new government was, in addition to its own burthens,

required to bear. It was expected to correct the abuses,

methodize the confusion, and supply the fiscal deficiencies

thus heaped upon it ; and to do this, in addition to the d;:ty

of organizing and carrying on a complicated government fur

itself, and of encountering the most serious financial embar-^

rassments, in the gloomiest monetary crisis known to the
country. And it should be remembered that these extraor-
dinary results were expected, not from professional jurists and
experienced statesmen, liberally requited, but from our fellow-^

citizens, who withdrew from their avocations and interests, to

dedicate themselves to the service of the City. For one year
they thus unremittingly labored, during which period they
met three hundred and nineteen times in committee; they
held eighty-one sessions, and passed seven hundred and
thirty-six ordinances and resolutions. In the course of that

period, a sense of duty constrained me, upon various occa-'

sions, and upon important questions, to manifest a decided
liiflference of opinion from that which governed the action of
Councils, and even to interpose the power with which I am
entrusted to prevent what I deemed serious departures from
the principles of the Act of Consolidation, and the true policy

of the City; +>ut I cannot doubt that the community owes 'a

debt of gratitude to the diligence, devotion, anti public spirit

of those citizens whose unrequited labors have organized this

government, and have, if not effected all that was expected or
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desired, at least done so much as to leave a p;enerous task of

emulation to their successors. There is more danger to be

apprehended from injustice to public servants, than from want
of jealousy or suspicion. But few inducements remain for the

wise and good to run the gauntlet of a public trust. The
misfortune of our country is, that abounding in good and

great men, even the most urgent solicitation can seldom

induce the disinterested to enter, at the risk of peace and fame,

the public service. Let the howl of disappointed faction be

encouraged by respectable public opinion, and the field will be

left wholly to the wolves who raise it. The present Councils

have, therefore, the strongest reasons, referring to the tlignity

and duty of the public and themselves, for discouraging injus-

tice to their predecessors, who, after laboring long and wea-

riedly, and, as it is feared, unthankfully, for the City, have,

with little reason for congratulation, retired to the refuge of

private life.

As the primary object of all government is protection

against lawless violence, its first duty is the establishment of

a power that will maintain the public tranquility ; and the

absence and urgent necessity of such a power was here the

influential motive for the adoption of "Consolidation." The
need of a vigorous police is perhaps greater in our large

American cities, than anywhere in the civilized world. If our

population were native, or homogeneous, we would have less

need of police restraints than a city like London, whose vast

population is governed with a mild control, that secures tran-

quility, without oppression. As a more youthful and less

corrupt people, with less inequality, less ignorance, and less

misery, there would be less necessity for police guardianship;

and in point of fact, our American commlinities hardly knew
the necessity of such protection until the excess cf immigra-

tion had changed the character of our cities. But in the

actual state of the facts, we now need greater police energies for

the protection of our people than the capitols of Europe.,

Perverted immigration has filled our cities with pauperism

—

the fruitful parent of disorder and crime. Of this fact, no

other proof is needed than the annexed statement of the con-

dition of our Poor Department. Perverted immigration has

filled our cities with the transported criminals of Europe^

The extent of this insulting and hostile policy, more worthy

of just resentment than the frothy trifles so often made the
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subject of declamation, is not fully known; but no magistrate

connected with the police administration, can be ignorant of

the fact, (and its statement should not be considered a wrong
to the worthy emigrant—for to such it does not, and is not

intended to apply,) that a considerable proportion of those

arrested for crime are the exiles of European prisons. But

the same cause has introduced novel and foreign vices and

habits, the engendering and prolific causes of crime; and even

where these do not exist, it has made our cities the home of

the disputes of clans and classes, sects and factions, alien to

our character and country. To these various sources must

we mainly ascribe the increase in our cities of beggars and

vagrancy, of audacious prostitution and lawless riot, with all

the terrible catalogue of crime that swell the calendar of our

courts, and crowd the cells of our prisons. Nor can it be

overlooked, that the same cause has induced a hostility of

classes that has made so many of our American cities—but

for that single cause, harmonious and happy—the scene of

insurrection and civil warfare. It is not pleasant to refer to

such facts, but it is a melancholy truth, that all Europe has

not presented the same number of civic insurrections as have,

from this unfortunate cause, been produced in our own
country ; that a recent instance, in a western city, affords a

proof of the activity and power of this spirit ; and that the

same causes continue to menace the same results. But it

would be most unjust to ascribe all the dissensions and riots

that have disturbed the public tranquility to this cause. In

the ungovernable temper of those w^ho call themselves fire-

men, and who, under the pretext of protecting the City, out-

rage its laws and disturb its peace, not unfrequently carrying

the fury of their feuds to the extent of murder, we find equal

evidence of the necessity of an energetic system of police pro-

tection. The results of these and other causes of public

disquietude— the constant recurrence of riot, the frequent loss

of life, and the universal sense of insecurity, induced the

conviction that an exemption from evils so terrible— evils

which lower the character of the city, affected its commerce,

and depreciated its property—w^ould be cheaply purchased at

any price ; and that the first duty of the government was the

establishment of an effective police.

The subject of municipal police economy has been made

the theme of investigation, so searching, and of an experience
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SO extended, that it may be almost considered a science. It

has been, especially in England, where it has been brought to

the greatest peifeetion, recluced to rules which, in their opera-

tion, seem to be almost unerring, and attain, at the least

expense, the certain result of security. The only police worth

a thought— the only police capai)le of effecting a result

worthy of public care or approbation, is that which is based

upon the principle of prevention. The miserable system by

which the public was so long amused with a show of security

—

a system under which the officers waited patiently until crime -

was committed, and then set upon the pursuit of the oflTender,

constituted, at best, an authorized warfare between the

police and the criminals, and if it did not encourage crime,

did not prevent it. Under the most favorable views, it was
an ineffective system of subsequent vengeance ; and in every

moral and practical point of view, was an absurdity. Such
is the character of every police that is not sufficient to render

the commission of crime nearly, if not quite, impossible.

The only police worth the cost of its maintenance, is one of

prevention ; and such a police should be a system, overspread-

ing and guarding the whole community, rendering it either

impossible, or most dangerous, to attempt the commission of

crime, and leaving no moment of time, and no place, without

its guardian. The preventive police has been adopted in

nearly every well regulated community, and w'herever

adopted, has been retained. It is approved, because it is, in

a moral point of view, better to prevent crime than to punish

it ; because it is less expensive to the government to deter

the criminal than to arrest, convict and support him, and to

the individual members of the community, who are protected

from depredations, whose property becomes more vahjable

from its security, and whose lives and labors, days and nights,

have the inestimable value of tranquility.

It was the aim of the City Government to make the present

a preventive police, so far as its limited number, in view of

its enlarged duties, rendered it possible. The first requisite

recognized was the personal character of the officer ; and in

every case, the most unexceptionable evidence was required

that the applicant conformed to the following rule :

" To hold a place in the police, the following qualifications

will be required : —American birth ; age between twenty-three

and fifty
;
physical health and vigor ; ability to read and
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write ; entire purity of moral character and habits ; invaria-

ble temjierance ; unquestionable courage
;

peaceable and
courteous manners ; decorous and genteel attire ; zeal for the

service ; respectful obedience to superior officers ; and prompt-

ness and decision in action."

The number of the police, as it involves the question of

expense, is a subject of serious inquiry. If, after investiga-

tion, that number be considered excessive, I will not hesitate

to sanction such measures as a proper economy shall dictate

in regard to its diminution. The preservation of the public

peace am! the enforcement of the laws constitute an impera-

tive duty, and it would be a false economy to expose the

community to perils or outrages, by withdrawing the guar-

dians necessary for their protection. The number of the

police is nominally 916, though, under an anxious desire to

lessen the expenses of the department, I have dispensed with

officers whenever and wherever the public service would
allow it. A less number has at all times been employed.

The same motive has induced a stinted policy in regard to

the station houses ; and it is believed that, in their preparation

for the uses of the department, there has been exercised an

economy which, though not inconsistent with their efficiency,

has effected a large saving to the public.

The duties of the police have been prescribed in a manual,

carefully prepared, after an elaborate examination of the

police systems of the European cities and those of our own
country, which manual is placed in the hands of each officer,

and all are held to a rigid accountability, under the regula-

tions thus established. The force is necessarily divided into

three classes, one of which is always upon active service, and

every officer is held to a strict responsibility for the condition

of his peculiar " beat." The extent of their charge, the

number of miles of streets and alleys under their supervision

and guardianship, is about six hundred. This extent must be

traversed, watched, and guarded by a force seldom averaging

more than two hundred and fifty, a duty greater than human
energies can render. Yet, under the theory of the preventive

system, each officer is held accountable for the entire section

placed under his care. To diminish the number, and thus

extend the area assigned to their protection, would be, neces-

sarily, to ordain that the excess of space, beyond their power

to traverse, should be deprived of protection. A careful
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examination of the facts, will prove the impossibility of

extending even the promise and pretence of protection to the

entire City, with the present number of police, to any consid-

erable extent, diminished, and will demonstrate, that such

diminution will be, in eflfect, a return to the old system, with

all its feebleness, corruption, and inutility.

It should be the aim of Philadelphia to render her police

arranf^emcnts superior to those of her rival cities. A compa-
rison of her police with that of New York, will indicate the

relative means of the two cities to attain these advantag-es.

The police of New York consists of a body of armed, uniformed

and disciplined officers, comprisinpr about 1,200 men ; that of

Philadelphia consists of about 900. The great duty of the

police is to guard the dwellings of citizens. The houses in

New York number by the last census, about 37,500; those

of Philadelphia are over 60,000. The princi))al labor required

from the police is to traverse, as sentinels, the streets com-
mitted to their care. The area of Philadelphia, excluding the

rural districts, nearly doubles that of New York. Thus the

police duty is much greater in Philadelphia, though the force

is much less; and I may add, that the police salaries in New
York are much rciore liberal than those here allowed. In

regard to the duties required and performed, and the number
of officers to whom they are confided, as well as the compen-
sation given, the system of Philadelphia is much the more
economical ; and it is believed that a comparison with every

well regulated municipality, here and in Europe, would
exhibit the same favorable result.

I invite the attention of Councils to the police statistics

annexed. They disclose facts which deserve their attention.

The primary object of consolidation was to secure a vigorous

police, and a tranquil City. Before that time, not only were
our streets terrified with nightly riots, but they witnessed in

more than one instance, mid-day assassinations, and disregard

and defiance of law were so open, frequent, and flagrant, as to

demand the adoption of a more efficient police system. Under
the former government there were no nightly watchmen in

some of our large and populous districts, and the day police,

such as it was, was rather the source, than the security

against disorder and crime. Under this state of things incen-

diarism, street conflicts and crimes of all kinds became rather

the rule than the exception of the government of Philadelphia.
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The change that ensued upon tlie adoption of the present

government was effected at less expense, and with fewer

Hgents, than under the circumstances could have been expected.

The City of Philadelphia proper had enjoyed a certain degree

of exemption from turbulence and disquietude. No one

supposed that its police was excessive in members ; and the

new government might have been justified in extending the

City system over the contiguous municipalities; but instead of

doing so, it diminished the number of police in the city pro-

per, and, upon that depreciated police standard, merely ex-

tended the protection of a similar police system to distiicts

where there had been either no police, or but the shadow of

one. Unless the City was overburthened with its police before

the Consolidation Act, there can be no excess now, as within

the city proper, the number of the police is much less than

before the Act of Consolidation, where they had a police of

3(51 men. They have now only 300 men, and the same pro-

portion has been observed in extending the system to the

districts. If, then, the City was not too well guarded before,

the districts are not now, for the number of their protectors,

and the standard of that number, instead of being increased,

has been considerably diminished.

The late session of the Legislature, in prohibiting the sale

of liquor in the same place Avhere it is drank, and thus sup-

pressing the drinking houses now so numerous in this commu-
nity, imposed upon the authorities of the City a duty equally

important and difficult. It will demand, for its execution,

every energy of a feithful and effective police ; and in view of

such a duty to reduce the power of the authorities would be,

in effect, to repeal the law.

Of the organization, action and results of the police

department, I may be permitted to speak with satisfaction.

Its officers are gentlemen selected for their high character,

and worthy, from their intelligence and integrity, of the trust

reposed in them. To their energy and fidelity may be ascribed

the results which have transformed the aspect of our City

—

have made our Sabbath sacred, and rendered violence and

outrage, once so flnniliar to our streets, almost unknown.

The organization of the police force was necessarily attended

with considerable expense. The establishment of a new

Police Station became necessary in each ward
;

cells were to

be constructed and furniture supplied. A strict economy in all

3
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expenditures incident to this object has been observed ; and,

\vith the exception of the Third and Fourth Wards, comfor-

table and proper accommodations have been provided for the

\vants of the service. The impossibility of procuring suitable

houses in the Third and Fourth Wards is the cause of the

exception.

The cost of fitting up all Police Stations, construction of

cells, and providing furniture for the same, was ?ii^l3,800.

The annual appropriation to the Police Department for the

current year, ]S5o, was $505,640: the actual expense of the

department will be less than that amount. For the quarter

ending April 1st, 1855, the salaries of all officers attached to

the Police Department amounted to $117,184 74. The
expenses, other than salaries, for the same period, including

rent of stations, arrest and conviction of offenders, &c., was
$4,984 64; making the total expense of the Executive and
Police Departments for the first quarter of the current fiscal

year, $122,169 38.

During the seven months ending April 30th, 1855, the

Police force made 16,772 arrests.*

The importance of this department, and the peculiar cir-

cumstances in which I found it placed, have made it my duty
to devote to it a much larger share of my attention than would
otherwise have been consistent, or, perhaps, proper. 1 rejoice

that the earnest and unremitting labor bestowed upon it has

effected the results which I desired, and which have been so

fruitful in blessings to the community. Eut before leaving

this subject, permit me to remark that the very triumphs

attained are likely to be used against the depai'tment. Those
who know little of the profound and long continued efforts by
which tranquility has been secured to the public, who see

distiicts, heretofore given over to lawless license, now

* For intoxication, - - - 3.947 I Gambling, .... 87

Disorderly conduct, - - 8,224 Bigamy, .... g

Piiot, 262 Conspiracy, . - . . 14

Assault and battery, - - 1,308 Highway robbery, - - 2

Vagrancy, 613 1

Burglary, 42

Larceny, .... 971 | Forgery, .... 2

Keeping disorderly houses, - 130
,
Other offences, .... 819

Violations of the Liquor Law, 29(5

Murder, 13

Arson, 36

Total, IG;
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redeemed, and rendered calm and happy, doubt the necessity

of the causes by which those results were, with infinite pain

and peril, attained. Why, they ask, should we have public

guardians where all is ])eace and security ? A wise discre-

tion will sup;gest that evil is ever active and alert, and that if

the preventive afrencies, now noiselessly but effectually applied

be withdrawn, all that in the past affrighted and afllicted the

community, will be, upon the instant, renewed. The true

merit and boast of a well directed preventive police is, that

it excludes crime and disorder; its most valuable results are

those that cannot be paraded— the absence of crime; and in

proportion as it effects its real object, its necessity becomes
less apparent to the community. The only answer to such
objections is, an appeal to the community to contrast the pre-

sent and the past. Withdraw the safeguards now established,

and the past will soon become the present.

In relation to this branch of the public service, I cannot

conclude without acknowledging that much of the efliciency

of the present police system is due to the intelligence, devo-
tion and influence of the late Chairman of the Police Com-
mittee, and to the cordial co-operation I always received from
him in perfecting its details and discipline.

The report of the Guardians of the Poor will deserve the

attention of Council. It is impossible to regard the vast

expendituie of this department without a doubt, not merely
as to the details of the system, but as to the wisdom of the

system itself. The vastness of the amount expended, the

invitation given to foreign pauperism, and the encouragement
extended to the vicious and indolent of our own population,

present subjects for serious consideration. The details of the

system are open to greater objection : in the present condition

of the finances of the City, it is proper to retrench at every

possible ])oint of expenditure, and it must be admitted by
every one who has examined the Department of the Poor, that

there is ample room for such retrenchment. It will be found

by the annual report of the Board, that the out-door relief for

the year ending May 20, 1S54, was ^56,89-5. For the cor-

responding period ending May 20, 1855, there is reason to

believe the amount will reach §^80,000. It can hardly be

believed that so large a sum could thus be disbursed in accord-

ance with any sound principle of public benevolence. The
mode of administering this relief is by nine visitorSj in the seve-
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ral sections of the City, and the members of the Board, (21 in

nuQiber,) who give, or order to be given, at their discretion,

the relief thus dispensed. This is distributed in coal, cash,

wood and groceries. The original design of this system was
fhe economical relief of private poverty, but the expenditure

hafi become so enormous as to render the entire system a sub-

ject of serious doubt. The visitors and guardians are besieged

with applications (hiring winter, many cases coming from

the same quarter that are relieved by private or organized

benevolence; and, it is stated, on good authority, that these

applications amount to half a million of dollars annually. It

is a fact, established by the experience of the benevolent organ-

izations of the cities of our country, that ihe proclaimed and
expected advantages extended by public charity, create the

pauperism they are expected to relieve; and it is certain, that

not only is a large proportion of this bounty dispensed care-

lessly and unwisely, to the imprudent and imworthy, but that

it taxes the people with an expenditure that encourages the

€vils which it relieves, and multiplies the number of those

who expect their maintenance from an improvident public

department. Nor can it be doubted, even by the most casual

observer, that the premiums offered by an easy and indolent

life, within the walls of the Almshouse, do much to increase

the unnecessary burthens of the City. The reputation of our

Almshouse, as the refuge of the idle, is known, even in Europe,

and invites the paupers, not only of neighboring cities, but of

foreign shores, to the lazy dependence, so readily secured at

the expense of our citi'zens. There seems to be no reasonable

objection to the introduction of a more disciplined system of

labor in the Almshouse. To the aged and atllicted, the couch

of public benevolence should be softened with the kindliest

ministrations; but, to the idle wretches, w'ho expect and

depend upon its bounty, as a mere escape from labor, there

should be the rigid enforcement of active labor. Let me add,

in this connection, that I see no reason why the Almshouse
e'hould not comprise within its extensive walls the benefits of

a House of Correction. Every advantage necessary for such

nn institution is there possessed ; and its adoption would be

attended, not only with a diminution of pauperism, but with

ihe correction of vagrancy and the discouragement of vice.

The large amount of expenditure incident to the Dt'part-

fxient of the Poor, and the prevailing doubts as to its wisdom,
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seem to dictate the propriety of an investigatiorij, on the part

of Councils, in relation to the condition and management of

this institution.

Though reluctant to approach, in the absence of the Con-
trolIer^s report, the subject of the fmances, I will suggest that

the grounds of the Almshouse property, not more than one-

half of which will ever be required for the purposes of the

poor, be disposed of, and the proceeds appropriated to replen*

ish the treasury. These grounds are very valuable, from their

near vicinity to improvements, and might find purchasers at

any time. They are now used for farming purposes, and of

course produce but little in value. It is estimated that more
than 8200,000 worth of that property might be disposed ot^

and the wants of the city in no wise impaired.

The report from the Commissioner of City Property is very
full and satisfactory—exhibiting in detail a list of all property

owned by the City committed to the care of that olficer.

Much of that property, especially the Corporation Halls of

the old municipalities^ is not required by the w^ants of the City*

and is at present not only unproductive, but a source of

expense. Sound policy suggests that, in accordance with the

provisions of the 22d section of the Supplement to the Con-
solidation Act, "as rapidly as purchasers can be jirocured

without a sacrifice of price," such property should be sold.

In the Department of Gas, one of the most important con^

nected with the City Government, and the interests of our
people) the information furnished is full, and in every particu*

lar satisfactory. It is a subject of congratulation that the

various questions connected with this important interest have
been permanently adjusted. The advantages, both as respects

convenience and safety, arising from the use of gas light, are

now so well understood and appreciated, as to have producei!

a general desire for the extension of its benefits to all parts of

the Cityj where population is sufilciently dense to warrant it3

introduction.

Numerous petitions, promising an addition of many thou*

Sand lights, the supplying of which would contribute both to

the welfare of the petitioners and to the prospeiity of the

Gas Works, have been presented by citizens in the newly
built parts of the city, who are in every way entitled to the

accommodation they request, but cannot receive it, in conse*

quence of the want of authority on the part of the Trustees fof

raising the requisite funds.
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In January, lS5o, the anticipated necessity of making pro-

vision to meet the demands for extension of the street ])ipes,

was brought to the notice of the Trustees, in the annual leport

of the Engineer, and the subject was soon after urged upon
the attention of Councils in a report of the Trustees, in which
was set forth their opinion in favor of continuing a policy from

which had resulted so much advantage, both to the public and
to citizens individually, without any hazard of taxing the

City treasury.

A bill, framed for the purpose of conferring the requisite

authority to enable the Trustees to meet the wishes of their

fellow-citizens, by making the extensions they request, was
introduced into the late body of Common Councils, and having

been by their action carried through the preliminary forms

required by law, is now in a position to be taken up and per-

fected, with but little further delay, and as a postponement

of it for a few^ weeks wnll virtually deprive many citizens of

its benefits for a whole year, it becomes highly desirable that

it should be finally acted on as early as may be practicable.

Another subject which the interests of the Gas Works
require to be urged upon the early attention of Councils, is the

necessity of providing houses for the accommodation of the

workmen employed at the new Gas Works in the First Ward,
from the want of which serious inconvenience now arises to

the men, who are compelled to travel several miles, daily, to

and from their work; and also the hazard of a deficient sup-

ply of gas is encountered, in case the workmen shouhl by

any cause be prevented from reaching their distant j)lace of

employment.
The Department of Public Highways is one that merits, on

account of the importance of its duties and the amount of its

expenditures, the early and earnest attention of Councils.

The call made upon the chief of the department elicited a

report which is subjoined. It refers to various subjects of

public interest in the department, the importance of which
demands a more elaborate consideration, but affords no infor-

mation uj)on the subject of retrenchment to which the atten-

tion of the chief of the department was especially directed.

Tiie duties of this department affect the most important

public interests, and demand the utmost eneriry and devotion

for their satisfactory performance. The facilities afforded, by

perfected avenues, for intercourse and transportation, are the
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best evirlences, results and promotives of the prosperity of a

community. The wishes and interests of the public unite to

invoke a peculiar attention and faithful devotion to this duty,

and it is to be hoped that the influence of Councils will stimu-

late the exertions necessary to answer the just expections of

the community. It is not or ought not to be sufficient to

satisfy the people that the public avenues are in a practicable

condition—they should be, under an energetic government,

faultless; and there should also be manifested the will and
ability to extentl and improve them.

It will be my (hity, hereafter, to communicate with Coun-
cils upon the various and important subjects connected with

the operations of this department ; but, it is proper that 1

should now invite the attention of Councils to the necessity of

retrenchment in the unnecessary expenses incident to the pre-

sent cumbrous system. The chief of the department has

declined at present to report the retrenchments suggested by
his practical knowledge of the workings of the departmenr,

reserving his communication upon this subject for a more favo-

rable period, when it will be made to the proper committees;

but I consider it my duty to urge upon Councils the propriety

of an early revision of the ordinance establishing this depart-

ment. It is a matter of remark, that those who supervise the

labors of this branch of the service nearly equal in number the

operatives who perform the work ; and certain it is, tbat the

multiplication of officials in the department is in obvious and
almost absurd disproportion to the necessity of their ser-

vices. A very considerable numberof these officers may, with-

out prejudice to the service, be dispensed with, and the govern-

ment thus saved an expense, for which there seems to be neither

necessity nor excuse.

However influential may be the considerations that urge the

propriety of uniting the eastern and western portions of our

City, and continuing Chestnut street, by a viaduct, over the

Schuylkill, a measure recommended by the soundest policy

the 21st section of the Supplement to the Consolidation Act
seems to render it at present impossible. Until the City Trea-

sury shall have been relieveil from all present or prospective

embarrassment, or until the law referred to shall have been

removed from the statute book, there seems to be no ability

on the part of the City Government to adopt any measures to

secure a result so generally and justly desired by our citizens.
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The reports of the " Superintendent of City Railroads,"
" Commissioner of Wharves and Landings," and "Commis-
sioner of Markets," herewith submitted, present in detail the

operations of the departments over which they respectively

preside, and I respectfully commend the suggestions contained

therein to the consideration of Councils.

The report of the President of Girard College exhibits a

flattering condition of that institution.

There is, perhaps, no branch of the government in regard

to which a feeling of such unmingled satisfaction may be

indulo-ed, as that of the Public Schools. Their annual report

is appended, and will be found to afford evidence of the devoted

and faithful performance, on the part of the estimable gentle-

men to whom an enlightened public confidence has confided

this invaluable trust, of all the exalted duties of their station.

The report of the President of the Board of Inspectors of

the County Prison contains facts of great and general interest.

The prison statistics prove that, under the present police sys-

tem, there has been a decrease in the amount of crime, which

is equally extraordinary and gratifying. They establish the

important ft^ct, that the energetic and faithful administration

of the laws circumscribes the empire of i)rofligacy, and the

misery which attends it not only diminishes crime, in its fear-

ful consequences, but that it reduces the public charges and

burthens. The administration of the prison seems to have

deserved and secured the public approbation within the past

year, on the statistical results ascertained by the reports of

the officers of the prison, which prove to be highly satis-

factory. I will probably improve a future opportunity to

address the Councils upon this subject.

The report of the City Solicitor, which is appended, exhibits

a great degree of activity and energy in that department. It

has, in regard to all the departments and interests of the

government, won, by diligence, zeal and fidelity of its officers,

treneral confidence and applause.

The delay in the organization of the Department of Sur-

veys by the late Councils, and the reorganization of that

department under the provisions of the 8d and 4th sections of

*the Supplement to the Consolidation Act, has prevented the

head of that department, in the limited time he has been in

oflfice, and the difficulties attending its organization, from

submitting an extended report. The suggestions contained
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in the "-eport submitteJ, are recommended to the ear]y atten-

tion of Councils.

The call made, under the Act of Consolidation, upon the

City Commissioners for information in relation to their depart-

ment, has been, for reasons not explained, unattended to.

The various and important provisions of the Supplement
to the Act of Consolidation, passed at the late session of the

Legislature, impose duties and restrictions upon the City

government, which will, necessarily, have received their

attentive consideration. One of the sections, the twenty-first,

places the Mayor in a relation to Councils that cannot but be
embarrassing. It requires, among other things, that "it
shall be the duty of the Mayor to keep a register of the

amount and objects of all appropriations, and to withhold
his signature for all new constructions and redemption of

tolls aforesaid, until all the interests accruing on the loans of

the City, and the principals of those becoming due, and the

ordinary and necessary expenses of the City, and the adminis-

tration of justice in the county, shall be adequately provided

for, and without his signature any ordinance therefore shall

not go into effect."

The "constructions" referred to are those designated in

the twentieth section of the same Act, in the following words:
"the construction of any new building, school house, bridge,

culvert, new paving of streets," &c. This enactment leaves

Councils at liberty to make appropriations for any, even the

most extravagant, objects—those stated, which comprise the

interests most valuable to a rapidly advancing City, alone

excepted; but, in regard to the stated objects, it imposes upon
the Mayor a duty, not only unrepublican, but inconsistent

with everv received principle of enlightened government. It

makes it his duty, for the failure to perform which he is liable

not only for impeachment as an officer, but to indictment as a

criminal, to withhold his signature from the action of the

Legislature in the cases mentioned. The veto power is not,

imder any circumstances, pleasant to the possessor, nor gra-

cious to the legislature ; but under the section cited, the Mayor
and the Councils are subjected to the same iron authority

—

he is compelled to withhold his sanction, and they are required

to submit. The contingency contemplated by the act in

regard to the state of the City treasury, is one involving so

much of difficulty and doubt, as to require the exercise of

4
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the most guarrled caution on the part of the executive. It

may be doubted whether liie certain facts mentioned by the

act can be, under any am])]itude of examiination and vioiiance

of research, ascertained. It seems to contemj)Iate that the

executive department should be made a Controller's of!ice,

and that all the auxiliaries should be employed necessary to

ascertain what must be ascertained, viz: First, the future

accountability of the City ; second, tiie ability of the govern-

ment to meet that accouDtability.

Under the obligations thus imposed, it is necessary that the

Mayor should be enabled, by such clerical aid as the exigen-

cies of this extraordinary duty require, to obtain the informa-

tion necessary for the intelligent exercise of the novel prero-

gative imposed upon him. Without that information it will

become his duty to withhold his signature from every appro-

priation within the category mentioned. Even if he be

expected to rely upon the reports furnished by the depart-

ments—a reliance which the suspicious spirit of the enactnient

does not seem to sanction— it will require for the duties thus

assigned a Clerk of Registration ; and such an officer seems

to be contemplated by the act. The duties of the department,

as at present constituted, which requires from one j-erson all

the labor of a clerk of the Chief Magistrate, of a clerk of the

police department, and of a secretary of the executive branch

of the administration, united in one individual, render it im-

possible that the financial service thus imposed can be per-

formed in this office, as now constituted. Councils cannot be

more reluctant than I am to create any new ofhce ; but it is

apparent, that either an officer must be authorized to perform

the duty thus required, or that duty must be left unperformed.

The multiplication of unnecessary duties and unnecessary

officers is one of the most offensive of the many modes of

taxing the people. In the construction of the present govern-

ment, where so much was to be done, it is not extraordinary

that some portion of the duty was, in the pressure of many
subjects, imperfectly performed. In the hurry of the earlier

action of the Councils, the property of the City was confided

to the c ire of an unnecessary number of departments. It is

difficult to imagine why there should be more than one

department for the control of all the property of the City.

There is no labor, no difficulty, and no responsibility which it

is necessary to divide, and yet Councils have made a depart-
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ment of city property, one of wharves and landings, and one

of markets—three branches of {rovernment for the manao-e-

ment of the most unembarrassed branch of the public duties.

This multipliration of departments induces a multiplication of

offices and officers, of salaries and expenses, and I, therefore,

respectfully sugf^est that it would be in every point of view
desirable that those departments be consolidated into one.

The duties of a municipal government, in charge of a great

compiercial metropolis, are so multiplied and momentous, and

so involved with colliding and various interests and issues,

that a large debt of gratitude is due from the people to those

of their distinguished fellow-citizens who consent to devote,

ill the public council, their time and energies to the service of

the community. This task assumes a more than ordinary

severity from the peculiar financial interests and duties of the

City at the present time, and while I am constrained, from the

absence of the necessary official information, to suspend com-
ment upon that, the over-ruling public consideration, I may
remark that the obligation imposed upon Councils demand,

in regard to that subject, the most earnest attention. Mean-
while, I may be permitted to add, that a full examination of

the fiscal affairs of the City will exhibit no unsatisfactory

result, and that there cannot be a doubt that the resources of

the government, ample, and, in fact, unembarrassed, are such

as to render the duty of Councils facile to themselves and

satisfactory to the public.

R. T. Conrad, Mayor.
Mayor's Office, May 16, 1S55.

APPENDIX NO. 4.

special report of the city comptroller.

City Comptroller's Office,

Philadelphia, May 24, 1855.

To the Select mid Common Councils of the City of Phila^

delphia

:

Gentlemen— I respectfully submit for your information,

as the guardians of the public interests, a full and correct

statement of the finances of the City. This information was
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solicltefl by the Chief Magistrate, but the brief space of time

allowed by him, rendered it impossible for me to furnish it^

in order that it mi^ht be embraced in his annual message.

I received his communication dated May 1st, on the 5lh ; his

message was submitted to your honorable body. May 17th#

allowing me (in connection with the other duties of my office)

twelve days to report the financial condition of the City,

Avhich, in the language of the message, "is a subject which

most engages the public attention, most involves the public

interests, and which, from its intimate connection with every

branch of the public service, should be the principal subject of

the annual communication from the Executive to the Legisia-*

ture of the City— but 1 have to regret that the Comptroller

has failed to respond to the official call made upon him.'*

You can plainly see, gentlemen, if my report was of so much
importance, (which cannot be denied,) twelve days was not

sufficient notice, when there were other duties of every day

occurrence which occupied all my time? As to the official call

made by the Chief Magistrate on me for such reports, I

cannot acknowdedge ; while I take pleasure in furnishing hira

with all the information he may desire, and at Avhatcver timfi

he may require it) yet I know of no statute law or ordi-

nance that places my department in any degree under his

control, or that calls upon me to furnish the Chief Magistrate

with any information in preference to Councils, committees

of Councils, or any private citi/^ens ; and yet 1 am charged

with delay, and you are railed upon not to permit any delays

in regard to the pressing duties Connected with this depart-

ment. In order, therefore, that this charge may rest where it

belongs, I publicly invite members of Councils, and my fellow

citizens, to call and investigate the business of my olfice ; and

if this is true, I am willing to bear all censure that you, in

your judgment, may place upon me. I believe I have con-

formed with the spirit and letter of the Act of February 2*

3854, known as the Act of Consolidation, I submitted to

Councils, and published in seven daily newspapers, during the

month of January, the public accounts of the City, the triists

in their care, nil the receipts and expenditures, the sources

from which the revenues and funds Vfere derived, and the

mannerthesame weredisbiU'Sed I and by reference to thejournal>

page 93, you will find that I intended to publish the same in

book form, giving more particularly the condition of all the
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tiepartraents, showing the great amount of expenses above the

former achaiuistrations, the planned imj)osition practiced upon
the ^'itjr and, at the same time, hiy before Councils, (what

has been made plata to me by my experience in the office,) a

system that would protect the treasury from those who were
anxious and ready to lake the advantage, and place our City

in a position that would be creditable to her citizens, and the

wonder and admiration of our sister cities. Eut to do this,

I needed an appropriation of $)O00 ; my application was
rejected, the work ceased, and only in private conversation

have I had an opportunity to make it known. Yea, I went
personally to members of both branches, and urged this

measure, in order that the duties I had sworn to fulfill might

be performed to the very letter; as far as this imposition

could be checked, I endeavored to do it. Bills have been

presented, warrants drawn, and, knowing that the individual

was in no way entitled to the amount, I refused to counter-

sign. In nearly all these cases the City has been sued, and

judgment obtained, in some cases by default, and others by

neglect of the heads of the departments, but still I am not

discouraged, and will, during ray terra, as iiir as in my power,

protect your treasury from irapositions.

I have been furnished by the Finance Committee with a

copy of a resolution, requesting me not to approve any
warrant drawn upon the City Treasurer, until I have been

notified by them, that the Treasurer ha-s the funds in hand to

pay. I am ready, gentlemen, to unite with you in any mea-
sure to restore the credit of our City, but with this resolution

1 cannot comply. If a warrant is drawn by the head of any

department, an(i the bill correct, there is no law that will

justify me in refusing my signature. Permit me to suggest,

that you will so instruct the heads of departments, that they

draw no warrants; tiien ''the axe is laid at the root of the

tree," and the responsibility placed where it properly belongs.

And I wish it to be perfectly understood, that I will hereafter

«ign all warrants that are presented and correct, and, by so

i^oing, my duty will be performed and my fellow citizens

will not reflect upon me.
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FINANCES.

The ordinance prcscribincj the duties of the Comptroller

makes it obligatory upon me to communicate to Councils on

or before the third day of February, in earh year, a detailed

estimate of the receipts and expenciitures for the current fiscal

year. But I was relieved of this duty by the Finance Com-
mittee, who ascertained from the various heads of depart-

ments the amount that would be necessary to meet their

expenses, and the receipts to be paid in the treasury. They
reported that the whole amount that would be required f(jr

all the departments would be fe<4,3o(),324 ; receipts from all

sources, inclutling taxes at 8-l,352,2G0. If you will refer to

the estimate, you will find that the committee made no provi-

sion for the debts of the old corporations, sinking fund, overpaid

taxes, &c., and for which they passed appropriations amounting

to $685,000 ; and, while they estimate the receipts in this year

of the whole amount of the duplicate of taxes to be s.2,02o,0G0,

it will come short of that amount at least ^500,000 by deduc-

tions for interest, allowances and inability to pay, making an

error against their estimate of ^jjiJjlSOjOOO.

I have carefully prepared a schedule showing the amount

of a])propriations to be i=^5,284,057 93. Paid on said appro-

priations §2,262,219 36, leaving .<3,021,838 57 yet to be

jiaid, and all the estimates that can be ascertained of rereip<ts

fiom every source to meet the balance will be ;r.2,051,106 98,

showing a deficiency of $970,731 59.

I'rom the accompanying document, you have the wliole

financial condition of the city ; and, permit me, in conclusion,

to call your attention to the Police Department. We have

received from Police Magistrates, for fines and penalties, cap-

tured animals, and all such, during the present year, the

small sum of $451 63, when there should be at least SI 0,000

paid into the treasury. If no other department will take the

responsibility, place it here and it shall be attended to, and

every dollar that has been collected for this purpose shall find

its way into its proper channel. Hoping that I may have

your sympathies, and pledging my hearty co-operation with

you in any measure to promote the interests of our City,

1 subscribe myself, yours, &c.,

Jno. N. Henderson, Ci'y Comptrolhr.
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MADE UP TO MAY 2lst, 1855.

Departments.
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APPENDIX No. 5.

AN ORDIXANCE

To prevent the washing of foot pavements -within certain hours.

Be it ordainerl by the Select and Common Councils of

Philadelphia, That no person shall wash or cause to be washed,
any footway or pavement in front or alon<2;side of any house,

store, shop, stable or tenement of any kind, oi' in front or along-

side of any chuich or other public building whatsoever, within

the paved limits of the City, between the hours of 8 o'clock, A.
M., and 9 o'clock, P. M., from the first day of April to the first

day of October; and between the hours of 9 o'clock, A. M.,
and 9 o'clock, P. M., from the first day of October to the

first day of April, in any year, under a penalty of two dollars

for each and every offence ; to be recovered as penalties for

breaches of ordinances are now by law recoverable.

APPENDIX NO 6.

A SUPPLEMENT

To an Ordinance, approved October 3, 1854, organizing the depart-

ment for supplying the City with vrater.

Sfxtion 1, The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That the provisions of this act

shall be in full force and effect on all officers in this depart-

ment as soon as the present term of officers shall expire.

Sect. 2. There shall be three Permit Clerks : one to grant

permits for the First, Second, Third and Fourth Wards ; the

llegister or his clerk shall grant permits for the Sixth,

Seventh, Eighth, Ninth, Tenth and Twenty-fourth Wards ; and
one clerk to grant permits for the Eleventh, Twelfth, Thir-

teenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth and Twentieth Wards ; and one

clerk to grant permits for the Sixteenth, Seventeenth, Eigh-

teenth and Nineteenth Wards.
Sect. 'fi. It shall be the duty of the Perinit Clerks to attend

to their respective olfices, issue all permits, under the super-

vision of the Register, and make return weekly to him of all
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permits issued and money received ; they shall keep in a book
to be provided for that purpose, an account for all materials

received at their respective offices under the directions of the

Chief Engineer, and attend to such duties as the Chief Engi-
neer and Register may direct.

Sect. 4. The clerks, except in the Sixth, Seventh, Eighth,

Ninth, Tenth and Twenty-fourth Wards, shall examine all

premises where water is introduced, and return to the Regis-

ter, as often as may be necessary, an account of all connections

and openings on the premises, and their use; such as the

number of hydrants, baths, water closets, fountains, and the

rate of charge as fixed by the Councils or their committee

;

to examine and report cases of fraudulent use of water and

abuse of permits, and other duties in their district that may
be assigned to them by the Chief Engineer and Register.

Sect. 5. The Supervisors of each Ward shall, in addition

to the duties performed on highways, attend to the laying of

new pipes as well as the repair of pipes, fire plugs, and other

fixtures that may require it; to attend to the drilling of the

pipes for making attachments, shutting off the pipes for

repairs on account of leaks, and shut off the water, and cut off

such pipes as may be directed on premises on which the water-

rent has not been paid ; to keep an account of all new pipe

laid and repairs made, and all materials used for the same
under his charge, and report the same to the Chief Engineer

es often as may be required by him.

Sect. 6. The Supervisors of (he Sixth, Seventh, Eighth,

Ninth, Tenth and Twenty-fourth Wards shall examine all

premises where water is introduced, and return to the Re-

gister, as often as may be necessary, an account of all connec-

tions and openings on the premises and their uses ; such as

the number of hydrants, baths, water closets, fountains, and

the rate of charge as fixed by the Councils or their committee
;

to examine and report cases of fraudulent use of water and

abuse of permits, and other duties in their district that may be

assigned to them by the Chief Engineer and Register.

Sect. 7. The annual salaries of the officers in this depart-

ment shall be as follows, payable monthly:

Chief Engineer, two thousand dollars per annum ; Register,

fifteen hundred dollars; Enginemen and Engineers, eight

hundred dollars each; Watchman, at reservoir, five hundred
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dollars
; General Clerk, eifrht hundred dollars ; Permit Clerics,

seven hundred dollars ; Messenger, five hundred dollars.

Sect. 8. That so much of any ordinance conflicting with
this, be and the same is hereby repealed.

APPENDIX No. 7.

AN ORDINANCE

To provide for the issue of Certificates of Debt in payment of Road
Damages, and to pay the contract price of the Fire Alarm and Police
Telegraph.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Phila(lel|)hia do ordain. That the City Treasurer be and

he is hereby authorized, to issue and deliver, in payment of

road damaojes assessed and to be assessed, and in the pay-

ment of the contract price of the Fire Alarm and Police

Telegraph, as agreed upon in a certain contract between the

city of Philadelphia and John H. Purdy, William J. Philips

and Charles Robinson, executed the fifth day of May, 1855,

Certificates of Debt of this Corporation, for such amounts, at

such times and to such parties, as Councils shall hereafter

direct: Provided the whole amount of such certificates shall

not exceed one hundred thousand dollars.

Sect. 2. The said certificates shall be in such form as is

prescribed in existing ordinances, but shall contain no frac-

tional part of one hundred dollars, and shall be transferable

as other certificates of city debt; they shall bear a rate of

interest of six per centum per annum, payable half yearly on

the first days of January and July ; and the principal thereof

shall be payable and paid at the expiration of thirty years

from their respective dates, and not before, without the consent

of the holders thereof.

Sect. 3. Whenever any of the said certificates shall be

issued and delivered as aforesaid, there shall be, by force of

this ordinance, annually appropriated out of the income of the

corporate estates, and from the sums raised by taxation, a

sum sufficient in amount to pay the interest on said certificates
;

and the further sum of one-fourth of one per centum, on the

par value of such certificates so issued and delivered, shall be
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appropriated quarterly out of the said income and taxes, to

be a sinking fund, which fund and its accumulations are

hereby specifically pledged for the redemption and payment
of said certificates.

APPENDIX No. 8.

AN ORDINANCE

To authorize a Loan for the use of the Trustees of the Philadelphia
Gas Works.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City
of Philadelphia do ordain, That the Mayor of the City be and
he is authorized to borrow, on the credit of the Corporation, at

a rate of interest not exceeding six per centum per annum,
such sums as the Trustees of the Gas Works shall require,

not exceeding in the whole the sum of five hundred thousand
dollars ; and all sums so borrowed by authority hereof

shall be and are hereby appropriated to the Trustees of the

Gas Works, who shall apply the same to the enlargement and
extension of the pipes and fixtures of and to the carrying on
the Gas Works in their charge, to the manufacture and distri-

bution of Gas, and for the payment of debts heretofore

contracted for the construction of the said works and their

apparatus and fixtures.

Sect. 2. The certificates for said loan shall be of the

following form and description, namely :

—

" Certificate No. Six per cent. Loan of the City of

Philadelphia, for the use of the Trustees of the Gas Works,
issued under authority of an ordinance of the City of Phila-

delphia, approved entitled 'An Ordinance to

authorize a loan for the use of the Trustees of the Phila-

delphia Gas Works.'
" This certifies, that there is due to by the

City of Philadelphia, dollars, with interest, at

the rate of six per centum per annum, payable half-yearly,

on the first day of January and July, at the office of the City

Treasurer, in the City of Philadelphia ; the principal to be
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paifl at the said office on the first day of July, Anno Domini,

eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and not before, without

the consent of the owner thereof.

" In witness whereof, the Treasurer of the said City has

hereunto set his hand and caused the seal of the City of Phila-

delphia to be affixed, the day of A. D.
1855, and the Comptroller has attested the same on the said

day and year."

The said certificate shall not contain any fractional parts of

one hundred dollars, and shall be transferable at the office of

the City Treasurer.

Sect. 3. If the said Trustees direct, the City Treasurer

shall issue such certificates, in such amounts and to such

persons as they shall specify, without requiring the payment
of any money therefor. But such Trustees shall not make
such direction, except such certificates are received in payment
of obligations incurred by them.

Sect. 4. The said Trustees shall, on or before the thirty-

first day of December and the thirtieth day of June, in every

year, until the said loan is paid, retain out of their receipts

for the sale of gas and other products of the said Gas Works,
the sum of four per centum on the amount of said loan, for

which the certificates may have been issued ; of which they

shall pay three per centum to the City Treasurer, who shall

apply the same to the payment of the interest on the said loan

as the same may fall due, and to no other purpose whatever,

and the remaining one per cent, the said Trustees shall place

to the credit of and invest in a sinking fund, M'hich fund and
its accumulations are hereby specifically pledged to the repay-

ment of the said loan.

APPENDIX No. 9.

Report 01=" committee on highways relative to CLEAi?rsiNd

STREETS.

Philadelphia, May 10th, 1855*

Thos. Birch, Esq., Chief Commissioner of Highways

:

Dear Sir—Yours of April 25th, was duly received and

contents noted. The delay in not attending to you in due
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time, was from the fact that our engagements in New York
required at the time of its receipt all our attention. Hoping

this will be sufficient excuse for our apparent want of prompt-

ness in answering your communication, we will now reply

and submit our proposals for the following named Wards,

which, from their location, we would prefer, unless the City

would contract with us for the whole of the City north of

Vine street, in which case the estimate for one will apply to all.

We hereby propose to clean and keep clean, all the paved

streets whether public or private, also to remove daily, all

kitchen offal and coal ashes, clean the market houses twice in

each week, with the sewers, inlets and gutters within the follow-

ing wards in the City of Philadelphia, viz: 11th, 12th, 13th,

14th and 15th, according to an outline of a form of contract

submitted to this company by Thos. Birch Esq., Chief Commis-

sioner of Highways for the aforesaid City, on the 24th of

April, 1855, for the sum of six thousand dollars per annum

for each Ward ; or, if satisfactory to the department, we will

contract to clean and keep clean, the streets, &c., as before

mentioned, for the same amount that the City has been

paying for the same work during the year ending 1st of June,

1855.

Allow us here to remind your department, that although

basing our terras upon the specifications submitted to us by

yours of the 25th of April, we propose and are prepared to

give bonds to the same effect, to keep the streets, &c., clean,

by sweeping or otherwise cleansing them, once, twice or as

often as the case may require weekly. This alone is an

important fact and is a consideration to which we respectfully

call your particular attention.

We are prepared to proceed to work immediately.

Yours very respectfully,

Smith, Seckel & Co.
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APPENDIX No. 10.

A SUPPLEMENT

To an Ordinsnce- approved May 3d, entitled "An Ordinance to re-

gulate the manner of paving the streets in the City of Philadelphia,

and to provide for the payment of the expense thereof."

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That whenever the owner or

owners of property on any street laid out and opened for

public use, and on w'hich the water pipes are laid, are willing

to pave the same at their own expense, without requiring an
advance of the cost thereof from the City, the Chief Com-
missioner of Highways may authorize the same: Provided,

such paving shall be done under the supervision and control

of the department of highways, bridges, sewers and cleasing

the city : and provided, that no such permission be given for

the pavmg of less than one square of street.

APPENDIX No. n.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STEAM FIRE ENGINE.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Trusts and Fire Department, to whom
was referred the communication ot Mr. A. Shawk, the owner
of the Steam Fire Engine "Young America," beg leave to

offer the following report

:

That they witnessed a trial of the Steam Fire Engine, in

the yard of the County Prison, on Wednesday, May 23d, and
although the supply of water was not adequate to its necessary

capacity, yet its performance was satisfactory to your com-
mittee ; showing that the engine had great capacity for

throwing a large amount of water and a constant stream

through an inch nozzle to the distance of 172 feet.

Another trial was made, at Tenth and Arch Streets, on

Friday, June 1st, and although there was a heavy shower of

rain during the whole time of the trial, yet the result was again

satisfactory. The torch was applied at 25 minutes of 4 o'clock,

P. M., and within 3 minutes steam w^is generated, and in 6
minutes the steam guage showed a pressu.'-e of O pounds steam
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to the inch in the boilers ; in 8 minutes the pressure of steam
was ]5 pounds to tlie inch; and within 15 mmutes from the
time fire was applied, the pressure of steam in the boiler was
60 pounds to the inch, and at which time the engine had
made 300 strokes of the pump, and had thrown out 1,350
gallons of water, through an inch nozzle, to a distance of at

least 120 feet from the end of the nozzle, and the engine was
making 86 strokes of the pump per minute. The engine has
the capacity of discharging the full amount of 500 gallons of

water per minute, or 30,000 gallons per hour, through a 1^
inch nozzle, to a distance of 175 feet from the end of the

nozzle, and maintain a constant stream of that capacity,

which is equal to at least seven of our first class engines,

when operated by hand.

The third trial was on Monday last, at the foot of Dock
Street, on the river Delaware. At this trial the engine sup-

plied itself by suction from the river, and forced water through
hose to various distances, as follows:

With hose 10 feet long, through a IJ inch nozzle, to the

distance of 170 feet from the end of the nozzle; through hose

325 feet long, 1^ inch nozzle, it threw the water 157 feet

distant from the end of the nozzle ; through 687 feet of hose,

1 inch nozzle, it threw the water 74 feet distant; and through
925 feet of hose, with a | inch nozzle, it threw the water to

a distance of 66 feet. At the above trial the steam was
generated in a much less time than it was at either of the

former trials.

From all the committee have witnessed in connection with

the subject of Steam Fire Engines, your committee have come
to the conclusion that the adoption of Steam Fire Engines in

large cities, would be wise, and in cases of large fires, such

as have occurred in our city within a few years past, and
more especially on the river front, would prove invaluable

and a great auxiliary to our now efficient Fire Department.
Yours,

Wm. M. Parham, chairman,
O. H. P. Parker,
W. S. WiNSHIP,
Jno. Welsh,
John McWhorter,
Nathan Hilles,

J. W. Miller.
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APPENDIX No. 12.

AN ORDINANCE

To authorize a Loan to pay the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth,

ninth and tenth instalments on the subscription to the Capital

Stock of the Northwestern Railroad Company.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That the Mayor of the city be, and

he is hereby authorized to borrow, on the credit of the City

Corporation, at a rate of interest not exceeding six per centum

per annum, the sum of five hundred and twenty-five thousand

dollars, for the purpose of paying the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th,

9th and 10th instalments on the subscription made by the

Corporation of the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Phila-

delphia, to fifteen thousand shares in the capital stock of the

Northwestern Railroad Company ; and the said sum, when
borrowed as aforesaid, is hereby appropriated for that purpose :

Provided, the said money shall not be borrowed at a less rate

than par.

Sect. 2. If the Directors of the said Railroad Company
consent, the City Treasurer shall deliver to them Certificates

of City Debt, for the amount before mentioned, in payment of

the said instalments : Provided, that the same be received and

computed at the par value thereof.

Sect. 3. The loan so to be made, and the certificates

issued shall be payable and paid at the expiration of thirty

years from the date of the said certificates, and not before, with-

out the consent of the holders thereof; the said certificates

shall be in such sums as the lenders or the said company
may require, but not for any fractional part of one hundred

dollars; the interest thereon shall be payable half yearly, on

the first day of January and July, at the oflfice of the City

Treasurer. The said certificates shall be of the form and

description set forth in an ordinance approved August 7th,

1854, entitled " An ordinance to provide for the issue of

Certificates of the Debt of the City of Philadelphia," and the

City Treasurer shall mark thereon the day when the principal

sum mentioned therein is payable. And the said certificates

shall be transferable at the office of the City Treasurer.

Sect. 4. Whenever the said sum shall be borrowed or the
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certificates issued, there shall be, by force of this ordinance,

annually appropriated out of the income of the corporation

estates, and from the sum raised by taxation, a sum sufficient

in amount to pay the interest on said loans ; and the further
f

sum of one-fourth of one per centum on the par value of the

loan created and issued Isy virtue hereof, shall be appropri-

ated quarterly out of the said income and taxes, to a sinking

fund, which fund and its accumulations are hereby specifically

pledged to the repayment of the said loan.

Sect. 5. Warrants for the payments of the appropriations

hereby made, shall be drawn by the City Treasurer, in the

form and with the requisites prescribed in existing ordinances

for the issuing of warrants for the payment of money by the

City Treasurer : Provided, no such warrant shall be issued

for the payment of any such instalment, until Councils

shall by resolution authorize and direct the same to be done.

APPENDIX No. 13.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON POLICE.

Presented Ju?ie 14, 1855,

The Committee on Police, to whom was referred so much
of the message of the Mayor as relates to the Police of the

City, its organization and necessity, report:

That they have given to the subject the careful considera-

tion its great importance demands, and now present the result

of their examination.

The object and end of every enlightened system of criminal

jurisprudence is to prevent crimes ; and this, whether it seeks to

reform the offender, to deprive him of the power to do future

mischief, or to deter others by the example of his punishment.

But wise and proper as may be its provisions, and the adapta-

tion of perfect measures to these ends, its highest honor and

its greatest wisdom consist in the means of preventing the

commission of misdemeanors and crimes. And it has been

well said " that preventive justice is, upon every principle of

reason, of humanity and of sound policy, preferable to punish-

ing justice." Preventive justice guards against the influence

of temptation, and preserves the individual exposed to it from

6
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becoming an offender, and adding to the hordes of criminals

who infest and prey upon society. It is humane in protect-

ing the innocent and helpless from lawless violence and de-

predation. Its sound policy, marked in other respects, is

evinced in lessening the heavy expenses of prisons, peniten-

tiaries and criminal courts with which actual crimes and
criminals burden every civilized community— as it costs less

ordinarily to prevent than to detect and punish offences.

The statistics, so carefully prepared, and so effectively used

by the friends of temperance, to demonstrate the economy of

a wise system, to protect the community from the causes and
vice of intemperance, furnish on this subject an argument
which cannot be confuted.

In every part of our country the safe-guards of the citizen

for his civil and religious rights, his personal liberty, personal

security and private property, are a subject of great interest

;

but this is pre-eminently so in a large commercial city, where
this subject is one not only of great difficulty, but of deep and
pervading interest. Not that it concerns each individual

citizen in the town more than in the country, but in the

former the aggregate of the rights to be protected, and the

interests to be guarded are of such vast magnitude, and the

perils and dangers to which they are constantly exposed are

immeasurably greater.

The social structure of a great city—its varied and innu-

merable pursuits, the contests and the conflicts of interest

"which these engender, the pleasures and temptations which
abound in it, the vast accumulations of property which are

concentred there, inviting, on the one hand, honest industry

and active enterprise, calling forth the highest grades of social

virtue, and the noblest instances of disinterested benevolence,

on the other hand, carry with them the evils of excited and
dangerous passions, leading to the higher grades of crime, to

acts of violence, disturbing the public peace, and to vice in

every form which preys upon the community and depredates

upon the property of the citizens.

It is true, also, that our American cities have within them
another and a dangerous source and element of pauperism and
crime, in the large masses of emigrants from foreign lands,

who mingle with, and constitute so considerable a proportion

of their inhabitants. These foreigners are very frequently

marked by the prejudices, the ignorance and the vices which
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are the natural result of the social habits, institutions, and
governments under which they have been born and lived.

These differ so entirely from our own, that it is not surpris-

ing that they have so much difficulty in learning to compre-
hend the nature of our free institutions. They not unfre-

quently bring with them the hereditary and implacable feuds,

the national hatreds, which, in their own countries, flivide

nations,—and separate communities into embittered factions.

Brought here into contact, confronting each other, and with
the dangerous idea impressed upon them, that the liberty of

rational freedom imposes no restraint upon passions which
sway large masses of men, and but little on individuals, they

not unfrequently seem to consider that the dignity of the elec-

tive franchise is valuable, as much for the supposed privilege

which it confers of indulging in these passions, as for any
other reason. Hence the fearful outbreaks which, in various

parts of our country, on public occasions, have so freq/uently

disturbed its peace, and trampled down the rights of its citi^*

zens. Hence the known necessity which has fifcjiiently occur-

red, when large masses »f these foreigners assemble to cele-

brate national festivals or rites, of employing a pdire force to

guard the community against such outbreaks. Hence the

collisions between foreign factions, brought into contact here,

which have so often disturbed and endangered the public

peace.

Besides, the aggressive policy of the governments of the

old world, differing wholly from our own, and not unwilling

to see our institutions tarnisbed, if not undermined, pours upon
our shores paupers and criminals.

The statistics of emigration press this subject upon us as

one of increasing and vital importance.

Up to the year 1840, but one million of emigrants had
arrived in our country. Since that time, the number of these

strangers to our laws and constitutions of government—State

and National—who are brought annually to our shores, has

swollen to from four to five hundred thousand.

The largest portion of the positively vicious of the vast mul-

titude—the paupers and criminals—remain to infest and bur-

den our large cities.

The consideration of the subject requires a careful attention

of the extent, variety and magnitude of the dangers to which

our citizens are exposed, and which render necessary our
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institutions of " punishing justice and preventive justice "—to

punish crimes and prevent their commission.

We know that these institutions are a necessity of our social

condition ; and we know also, that to maintain them requires

the expenditure of large sums of money. They are the

heaviest burdens which a civilized community, and more

especially a great commercial city, is called upon to bear;

but the necessity is imperative, as without these no man would
be safe, or protected, in the enjoyment of his property and

rights.

We cannot measure with accuracy the extent, variety and

magnitude of these dangers, which have fastened this necessity

upon us, but we can arrive at some idea of the formidable

perils to which, by day and by night, the community is

exposed, by referring to the statistics of crime furnished by our

prisons and committing magistrates; and these also will dis-

close the magnitude of the evil which the foreign element of

our population has added to these perils.

A published table of commitments to the Philadelphia

County Prison for various crimes, from the first of June,

1854, to the first of May, 1855, shows the number to have

been seven thousand five hundred and sixty-three ; of which

there were for murder forty-three ; for assault to commit

murder nineteen ; for offences against the public peace, includ-

ing riots and assaults and batteries, &c., &c., three thousand

five hundred and forty-nine ; for offences against private pro-

perty, including arson, burglary, larceny, &c., &c., one thou-

sand and nineteen. W^e are also informed by the Mayor, that

during a part of the same period, seven months, ending on

the 30th April, 1855, the police force made sixteen thousand

seven hundred and seventy-two arrests. Of these there were

for disorderly conduct, riot, assault and battery, &c., &c.,

offences affecting the public peace, nine thousand seven hun-

dred and ninety-four. For arson, highway robbery, burg-

lary, larceny or offences affecting private property, one thou-

sand and fifty-one.

During a corresponding period the inmates of our alms-

house have numbered from nineteen hundred to twenty-three

hundred.

By this great index to the pauperism and crime in our midst,

from which our community is to be protected and guarded,

it is also shown that the proportion of native-born citizens to
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those of foreign birth, is as one of the former to three or four

of the latter. Of the arrests by the police force in seven
months, five thousand four hundred and ten are Americans,
eight hundred and eighty-six blacks, and ten thousand four
hundred and seventy-six persons born in foreign countries.

In view of the whole subject, and considering the evidence
submitted, these propositions are fairly established :

1st. That the incentives and temptations to crime, affect-"

ing the peace and good order of society and striking at the

personal liberty, personal security and private property of

every citizen are always very great, and always have existed,

and always will exist in a large city.

2d. That the large and increasing proportion of foreigners

in our American cities has greatly added to and aggravated
these evils.

A just consideration of the subject, in view of the magni-
tude of the interests concerned, and a wise economy in the

administration of this important branch of the governmcntj
also requires a careful consideration of the extent and value

of the rights and interests to be affected and guarded. It

concerns the welfare of not less than five hundred thousand

people, whose domestic comfort, whose peace and security

are involved in the question. It affects their real estate—it

affects their personal estate, and affects these, not only in their

enjoyment, but also in their value. Of the former—real estate

—the assessments show, and we know that these are habitu-

ally below the actual value, that our fellow citizens are the

proprietors of one hundred and fifty millions of dollars. Of
personal estate in household furniture, in goods, wares and
merchandise, in moneys and stocks, railroads and canals, in

all the various kinds and shapes in which in a great commer-
cial city like ours, the vast personal property of our citizens

is invested, it is not possible to make any very accurate esti-

mate ; but it is safe to assume that this personal estate, subject

to the ebbs and flows of commerce as it is, is still worth not

less than one thousand millions of dollars. How, then, is our

city to be affected in its people and its property by the subject

Under consideration, and the results which we may reach ?

We know that the frontier of a powerful country, exposed to

the incursions of an invading enemy, is thinly populated, and

the inhabitants are poor, and that portions of the earth, blessed

with a fruitful soil and genial climate, where the government
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fails either from weakness or indifference to protect the people

from plunder and outrap^e, have been almost depopulated, and

poverty and wretchedness prevail. Take from our people the

sense of security, they"«c^ of security for themselves, and the

enjoyment of their property, and how many would fly to

other cities where the people are better guarded ; or to the

country, there to escape from becoming the prey of the depre-

dators upon the community found in large cities. How, also

is the (Treat mass of property—real and personal—to be

affected ? Remove the safeguards for its enjoyment, and you

strike at its value. Real estate is fixed, it cannot be removed;

but its value lessens in proportion to the want of security for

its enjoyment. For this we have the lesson of personal expe-

rience. Consolidation and the establishment of its protecting

institutions, have been followed by a very large and remark-

able advance in the value of real estate in localities which,

before consolidation, were not well protected. The personal

estate—the vast assets of commerce— is still more sensitive to

the influence of these protecting institutions. The prosperity

of commerce essentially depends on security and peace. Many
a silent and deserted mart—once instinct with life and swollen

by commercial prosperity—attests this truth. Fail properly

to guard and protect a great commercial city from the ever

present and internal enemies of municipal peace, and you

drive commerce to other cities more wisely governed. The
foot of the stranger will shun your gates, and resort where

security and safety are assured to the sojourner as well as to

the citizen.

Of all the institutions for the protection of society in a

commercial city, the argument prepares us to say that the

best and most essential is an adequate and well ordered police.

Its organization, its efficiency, the proper number of men to

be employed in proportion to population and circumstances,

is then a momentous question ; and in modern times especially,

has engaged the earnest consideration of the most eminent

men and the most benevolent philanthropists.

The best tests for the questions involved in the subject

must be sought for, in our own experience and in that of

others ; no mere theory on a question of such magnitude should

be received as satisfactory ; and yet it may be well, by a

glance, to consider hoiv the force of preventive justice, in the

hands of a well ordered police, composed of proper men,
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secures protection to the community. By the immediate
detection of crimes, and the arrest of criminals and their

speedy punishment, the terror of the law is made to restrain

from the commission of crime, or to expel dangerous offenders.

In the vast population of a great city, practiced depredators

are concealed from ordinary observation. But to a sutficiently

numerous police, well distributed, whose duty it is to watch,

and who are vigilant, the population, the peculiarities, the

social position and connection of almost every individual

become known. Thus it is that the refuge which criminals

would otherwise find in the multitude of the people, is

exposed. The eye of justice is fastened upon the suspicious.

The hand of the offender is restrained, and he is either

detected, compelled to abandon his vicious pursuits, or to

seek refuge elsewhere.

But the police, well ordered and elective, is most impor-

tant in the exercise of that vigilance in preventing crime, which
detects and quells the violence of the lawless. In short, to

this institution, above all others, is the citizen indebted fur

his peace and security by night and by day ; in his dwelling

and in his counting house; in the street, and in every depart-

ment of business— in his social comforts, and his domestic

happiness and security.

A very slight consideration of the subject will establish the

truth, that the greater the reigning tranquility, the more com-
plete the security of the citizen—the more perfect must be

the police. A superficial reasoner would naturally fall into

the error of inferring that this tranquility furnishes evidences

that the police force which has produced it might well be

dispensed with in whole or in part—a conclusion in every way
unreasonable, unless it can be established that the causes,

incentives and temptations to crime have been so suppressed,

and vice so effectually extirpated, that society no longer

requires either preventive or punishing justice, or, at all events,

not in the same degree.

On the other hand, it must be conceded, that it would not

be fair to reason that because tranquility reigns, it follows as

a necessary consequence that the force employed to secure it

may not be greater than required.

But this is certainly true, that if there be doubt on this

question, no wise and prudent man, in the face of the vast

interests concerned, and the momentous consequences involved,



48 APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OP COMMON COUNCIL.

would venture on an uncertain experiment of reducing the

force to a point at which it might be proved by painful disas-

ters to person and to property, that it was inadequate.

Prudence, too, would seem to require that it should not be

forgotten, in proposing such an experiment, that the commu-
nity might be called upon to pay, under existing laws, for

damages to property occasioned by mob violence. We are

brought then to the question

—

Can the present police force of

the City of Philadelphia^ with a wise regard to the adequate

efficiency of this arm oj the public service, be reduced ?

Besides the general reasoning, already submitted, the closer

and better view of the subject unquestionably requires us to

look,

1st. At our own condition and experience.

2d. The condition of other cities and their experience.

Our condition in this respect is now eminently satisfactory.

We can truly say that the reign of law and order is established

and maintained among us. Our religious rights, our social

rights, are secured and protected. The Sabbath day is

remembered, and our people are permitted to keep it holy.

Violence and outrage, once so familiar to our streets, are

almost unknown ; and we can, withjustice and proud satisfac-

tion, compare the condition of our city with that of any other

city of the Union. We can say to our commercial customers

—

to those who are attracteil here for business or pleasure— that

they will find among us, in our police, more perfect security

than can be found in any other city ; and that they may
frequent in safety any part of our metropolis. And we cheer*-

fully concur in the tribute justly paid by the Mayor to the
*' organization, action and results of the police department,"

and to its " officers" as " gentlemen selected for their high

character," and " worthy, from their intelligence and integ*

rity, of the trust reposed in them."
It is not designed) however, hy a concurrence in this com-

mendation, to express the opinion that so much has been done
that there is not room for still greater improvement. On the

contrary, from a body of men so worthy and intelligent there

is just ground to expect that, with increased experience, they

will continue to improve in the faithful execution of the laws,

and in the discharge of the delicate and responsible dutieS

committed to them, until our police shall be a model for all

similar institutions in this country.
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But, heartily as we concur in this testimony of the Mayor
to the vigilance, energy and fidelity of our police, and willing

as we are to ascribe the results which have transformed the

aspect of our city to its present happy condition to them, we
cannot affirm that vice and the incentives to vice and crime

hdixe been extirpated ; on the contrary, the evidence proves

beyond a question that the elements of crime still exist in our

midst. They are held in check—not extirpated. The proof

is at hand. Excellent as is our police—perfect as is our

general tranquility, still, as we have seen, within the seven

months preceding the 30th of April last, the police force have
made 16,772 arrests, and these for every otFence known in

the dark catalocjue of crime.

It is thus seen that although we have been enabled by the

efficiency of the police to hold crime in check, vice has not

been extirpated. Its elements still exist, and adequate control

is essential.

What was the condition of our city and districts before

consolidation. It is truly said by the Maj'or that our streets

were terrified with nightly riots, and witnessed in more than

one instance, midday assassinations ; and disregard and defi-

ance of law were so open, frequent and flagrant, as to demand
the adoption of a more efficient police system. Lawless bands,

rejoicing in strange names, hardly concealing their shame and

profligacy—"Killers," "Bouncers," "Stingers," "Schuyl-

kill Rangers"—infested our city, and were as openly known,

and quite as daring in their outrages, as the organized banditti,

which in portions of the world where the people are not pro-

tected by a sufficient government, carry outrage, violence and

crime in their path, and fill with consternation the dwellings

of the wretched and sparse population which from necessity

inhabit the land.

And it is true, that incendiarism, street conflicts and crimes

of all kinds were rather the rule than the exception in our

unfortunate condition.

What then was the government of Philadelphia ? What
its police—so powerless at that time to protect and secure the

community against violence, outrage, and crime? The entire

police force of the city and districts before consolidation num-

bered six hundred and sixty-eight men ; and, as far as means

are at hand to ascertain it, the annual cost of that force was

three hundred and fifteen thousand three hundred and fifteen

7
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dollars. This cost does not embrace a considerable amount
of incidental expenses, as to which there are no means of

ascertaininc: their correct amount.

That the force then existmg was inadequate in its numbers
and organization is shown by the state of affairs which was
supplanted by our present system.

It may then be affirmed as true, that six hundred and sixty-

eight men were found to be, by actual experience, a number
too small to protect the great interests, personal and pecuni-

ary, which were committed to their guardianship ; and it cer-

tainly is within the fresh recollection of every citizen, that

"the primary object of the people in demanding consolidation,

was to obtain such a government as would, by the sufficiency

and unity of its police force, secure the most valuable purpose

of all government

—

protection."

It was, therefore, the first duty of the government, esta-

blished by the organic law, which consolidated the city and
districts into one great city, to organize a vigorous police

—

one that should be effectual to correct the mischiefs which that

law was intended to remedy.

The subject was carefully considered, and the result was
that our present police system was adopted. Six hundred and
sixty-eight men had been found insufficient, and the number
was increased to nine hundred and sixteen, (which is the num-
ber allowed by law,) including the persons employed in the

Office of Police. The number practically now in actual ser-

vice is but eight hundred and ninety, and the actual cost of

that force for the salaries and pay of the persons employed is

four hundred and sixty-nine thousand seven hundred dollars

—the increase being two hundred and forty-eight men em-
ployed at an increased cost of one hundred and fifty-four

thousand three hundred and eighty-five dollars.

If, then, our experience shows that six hundred and sixty-

eight men are an inadequate force, and that nine hundred and
sixteen are found to be adequate, how far can we venture to

reduce the latter, without incurring the risk of bringing back

the lawless violence, the insecurity to person and property,

which prevailed before consolitlation ? Certainly this is a

very grave question.

Shall we experiment, and by reducing the excess over the

police force which existed before consolidation, try whether

the difference which arises from the unity of that force, in it-
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self would be sufficient, without the increase of number which
was then added ? It would be a dangerous experiment. For,
while it may be true that the unity offorce might add in some
degree to its efficiency, it must be equally true that many lo-

calities would be reduced, in the number of persons employed
to guard them, to a condition very much like that in which
they were placed under the old system.

On this subject we have a striking fact. Of the 16,772
arrests which were made by the police within the last seven
months, 1186 were made within what are called the ," rural"
districts of the city. And it is very apparent, that if any por-
tion of the city be without adequate protection, that portion
will become the refuge and harbor for the disorderly and
vicious.

This mast be well known to the inhabitants of that part of
the city, whose gardens and farms before consolidation, were
constantly subject to outrage and depredation, from which,
since, they have been so effectually protected.

And it is also true, that if the police force was entirely

withdrawn from any such locality, and in this way it should
become a harbor and refuge for criminals and disorderly per-

sons, it would become necessary, most probably, to increase

the force employed in all other parts of the city to protect
them from incursions of offenders having such places of re-

fuge. And while this experiment would be one of extreme
danger, the amount saved to the community—this great con-

solidated city—would be quite insignificant in comparison
with the vast amount in value of the property to be ,afFected

by the change.

The entire charge upon the people—the five hundred thou-

sand inhabitants of the city—for the maintenance of the police

force which now effectually protects them and their property,

is but four hundred and sixty-nine thousand seven hundred
dollars.

The real and personal estate to be protected, exceeds in

value one thousand million of dollars—less than one-fifth of

one per cent, of annual charge is required to defray the annual

expense ; and the suggested reduction would save to the com-
munity not much more than one-fifth of this inconsiderable

charge. Would the people of this city be satisfied to incur a

risk in an experiment which, if not successful, which in all

human probability it would not be, might reduce in a much
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larger proportion the value of millions of dollars of pro-

perty now secured to them, and which might bring back
upon us the fearful scenes through which we have so recently

passed.

The argument was well put in the petition which
was presented to Councils for the establishment of this

police:

" True economy dictates an adequate police. For while

the reign of lawlessness is attended with sufferings to many,
and disquietude to all, it inflicts heavy losses by incendiarism,

which increase insurance and rent ; losses by insecurity which
discourage enterprise and trade, and frequent and heavy
individual losses from burglaries, robberies, riots, &c. ; and

that the commission of off"ences which an efficient police could

prevent, costs the city in the trial, conviction and support of

the offenders apprehended,—(though their proportion is small

to those who escape)—a larger sum than would, if expended
in the prevention of crime, secure the tranquility of the city."

Inconsiderate persons may be led into error by the present

reigning tranquility. It has been already shown that this re-

sult is due to the restrainina; efficacy which holds the elements

of disorder and crime in check, and not to the extirpation of

lawless passions and dangerous vices. That the entire force

of which our present police is composed, is required to secure

this tranquility is evidenced by the fact, that on three several

occasions since consolidation, it was necessary to put that

entire force on duty day and night throughout the whole city,

to prevent a threatened lawless commotion : and on thirty

other occasions, serious apprehensions of riot required the

entire force in particular districts to be kept on duty night and

day.

The nature of the dangers to which our citizens have been

exposed, and from which they have been protected by the

police, will be understood, by referring to the fact, that rioters

arrested by them were found to be armed with muskets,

pistols, guns, slung shot, bowie knives, and other dangerous,

weapons.

They have prevented prize fights, which have been planned,

but which were detected by their vigilance, and the parties in

every instance arrested on the ground. They have discovered,

while patrolling their beats, more than fifty fires ; and suc-

ceeded in extinguishing these, with the assistance of a few
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persons In the neighborhood, when the alarm was given. They
have recovered and restored to very many persons a large

amount of stolen property.

Looking to these facts, it may be well and emphatically

said, that it would be very unsafe to infer from the existing

security and tranquility that we are no longer exposed to

danger.

On the contrary, the danger is always imminent. Our true

condition is that the present system has secured adequate safe-

guards.

A police force, to be effective, must be equal not only to the

ordinary occasions and emergencies which may daily happen
in the various localities of a great city, but it must also be

sufficient for those emergencies which do occur, and from

causes that are quite apparent—when the entire city is threat-

ened with some great and dangerous commotion.
There have been three instances, as we have seen, within

the past year, of such threatened outbreaks, when the whole

force was kept on duty night and day.

No one can tell what would have been the frightful conse-

quences, if the police had not been sufficient for these occa-

sions ; or how, had the protecting power failed to suppress

these commotions, similar outbreaks would have been encou-

raged and multiplied.

From our own condition and experience, we come next to

consider the condition and experience of other cities. And
first, we look naturally to the city of New York, whose con-

dition, population and circumstances are so nearly like our

own.
The first aspect of the comparison between their condition

and ours, presents for consideration the fact that our proximity,

and rapid and easy means of communication wuth that city,

makes her condition tell upon our own.
Professional and habitual offenders against the laws, who

live by preying upon society, and who are attracted, for the

reasons already given, to large cities, can with great readiness

transfer the scene of their depredations, as may be most con-

venient for them, from the one city to the other. So that it

may be said with truth, on this question, that there is a neces-

sity imposed upon us to maintain a police force nearly, if not

quite, equal to that of New York. For if our force be so

much less than theirs, that here ihe practiced depredator can,
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with greater security, follow his unlawful occupation, we shall

be burdened by these depredators, driven here by the superior

efficiency of her police system.

In this point of view the question assumes a high degree of

importance. Although, in many respects, the prosperity of

the two cities is promoted by the intimacy of the intercourse

which subsists between them, yet in many others we are rivals

for the great commerce of the country. Prosperous commerce
depends upon tranquility and peace. If the safeguards for

the protection of person and property are greater in New
York than Philadelphia, she must obtain a very great advan-

tage over us by her superiority in that respect ; while it is also

true, to a very great extent, that her dangers from disorder

and violence are our dangers, and the force that is adequate

for her protection must, in a great degree, be a just measure

of that which we require. Our population, numerically, is

nearly equal to hers ; although the foreign element there is

somewhat greater, it exists here in a very large ratio. In

other respects there is a very natural and striking similarity.

The number of houses to be guarded (a most important

element to be considered) is much greater here than in

New York. The number of our dwellings, at the last census,

was 60,000, while in New York the number was but

37,500.

The area of territory to be guarded here, even excluding

the rural districts, nearly doubles that of New York. The
length of the alleys and streets to be patrolled and guarded by

our police, is six hundred miles. It must be remembered, too,

that for this great area of territory and this great length of

alleys and streets we cannot compute the whole number of

our policemen as at all times effective—human endurance

could not bear such severe duty without regular periods of

repose. The entire force cannot be always on duty. Practi-

cal experience has shown that not more than one-third can

be ordinarily employed at the same time. The force is, there-

fore, arranged in three divisions of about two hundred and

fifty men each, of which one is on duty during the day, and

the other two in succession guard in the city by night.

Considering the extent of territory and streets to be tra-

versed, watched, and guarded, the number of men ordinarily

on active duty is, certainly, not considerable.

It may be added in this connection that, under the old sys-
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tem, the number of policemen employed within what is called

the city proper was greater by sixty one than the number

now employed within the same limits. No one then com-

plained that the police were too numerous; and perhaps the

fact that the officers are now distinguished when on duty by

badges which are known and observed, may have created the

impression that they are more numerous, even within the

limits of the old city now than then, although the fact, as we
have seen, is otherwise.

The whole police force of the city of New York is eleven

hundred and sixty-five men, maintained at a cost of eight

hundred and thirty-eight thousand five hundred dollars. The

salaries paid there to the officers of the police are greater

than those paid by us.

The conclusion drawn from this comparative view of the

condition and experience of New York, is very decidedly

against any reduction of the police force here. For if that

city requires eleven hundred and sixty-five persons as a

police force to guard and protect it, surely our police force,

numbering but nine hundred and sixteen men, is not more than

adequate.

And it is very remarkable that the Mayorof that city, on

a recent occasion, has officially declared that instead of dimi-

nishing their force it should be augmented—and that to enforce

the law of the State, passed recently, to suppress intempe-

rance, the police force must be doubled. Our Chief Magis-

trate asks no increase, but he wisely presents for consideration,

whether, in view of the enforcement of a much less stringent

law, which is soon to come into activity among us, it would

be prudent to lessen the means of executing the laws.

If we look abroad for the condition and experience of a

great commercial city, we very naturally turn to the city of

London, the police of which is admitted, on all hands, to be

excellent and efficient in every respect. The population of

that city, in 1851, was 2,250,000, and its police force in that

year numbered six thousand men—maintained at a yearly

charge of $2,000,000. The foreign element in that city is

quite inconsiderable ; and besides, the nature of the govern-

ment of Great Britain, and the constant presence of a conside-

rable body of the army, impose a degree of restraint there

which does not exist here. The greater degree of freedom

of thought, opinion and action, which is allowed to our people
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—wise as it is—has, nevertheless, in it, elements which, in

our larger cities, are often seized upon by designing^ persons,

and made the occasion of dangerous commotions ; rendering

the presence of a large and elFective police force essential to

the public peace and general welfare. The comparison here

again leads to the same conclusion, that our police force is not
greater than it should be.

It is also worthy of grave consideration, that the Mayor,
whose position gives him opportunities of understanding this

subject much greater than those of any other citizen,—who
is well acquainted with, and has constantly in view the neces-

sity of protection and the dangers to be guarded against, and
who is brought into daily contact with this subject—who per-

fectly understands the organization and efficiency of our
police, has expressed the opinion that " a careful examination
of the facts w'ill prove the impossibility of extending even the

promise and pretence of protection to the entire city, wath
the present number of police to any considerable extent

diminished ; and will demonstrate that such diminution will

be in effect to return to the old system with all its feebleness,

corruption and inutility."

It would seem to be rashness, in the face of an opinion of

an intelligent officer, so emphatically expressed, to hazard a
reduction and a return to the evils which it w^as the principal

purpose of consolidation to remove. That opinion alone is

entitled to very great weight ; but when it is found to be sup-

ported by a powerful argument drawn from " a careful exam-
ination of the facts," your committee cannot believe that it

would be wise or prudent to disregard as well that opinion

as the admonitions of experience ; and they, therefore, have
come to the conclusion that, with a proper regard to the

general welfare, the present police force of the city of Phila-

delphia cannot be diminished. ^

Regarding, as they do, the police department as a primary
necessity, they do not suppose that they should stop to inquire

into the financial aspect of this question. It is enough for

them to know that the people, and the vast estates of the

people require protection ; and they see in the resources of the

city, that, wuth a wise administration, there are means to pay
for it, which it would be very unwise to withhold. And they

believe, also, not only that the citizens are able, but that they

are willing to pay for that which is so essential to the pros-
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perity of the city and the welfare of its inhabitants. However
the people may desire economy in the administration of public

affairs, but few would be found willing to barter for a doubt-

ful economy in this department, the sense of security in their

persons and dwellings, and the peace and tranquility—not to

speak of the value of property, and the commercial advantages

which are now enjoyed under the protection of the present

system.

It is not perceived that any advantage would result from
changing the character of our police force by substituting for

efficient officers to be actively employed in keeping the peace,

lamp-lighters, whose duties are now performed by the police.

The change would add to the cost of lighting the city $30,000
per annum, and to that extent lessen the proposed saving by
the reduction of the police.

A suggestion has been made that the number of station

houses might be diminished without detriment to the public

service. On this subject it seems enough to remark that

these station houses have already been fitted up at the public

expense, that they have been leased for a period of five years

upon contracts that cannot be annulled ; and that while an

inconsiderable reduction of their number would save but a

small amount of expense to the community, that reduction

would certainly be at the cost of a convenience in the admi-

nistration of the duties of the police, which, for obvious

reasons, adds to their present efficiency. It maybe added, too,

that in the winter season these station houses, in very many
instances, are humanely used as places of shelter for the house-

less poor.

Charles B. Penrose, chairman,

James Davenport,
Fred. W. Grayson,
A. W. Green,
John Welsh,
T. J. Perkins.
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APPENDIX No. 14.

Controller's Office, )

Philadelphia, June 21s^, 1855.
)

To the Common Council of Philadelphia.

Gentlemen :—Your resolutions of May 24th, 1855, were
received in due time, but owing to the unusual pressure of

business at this time in my Department, I found myself unable

to comply with the requirements of the resolutions at an earlier

date. In the accompanying documents you have all the in-

formation required under their several heads, that is under my
control ; my report might be more explicit if I had in my
possession certain information from the various Departments.

They have given this to the several committees, and have
therefore overlooked this Department, thinking no doubt that

it all found its way to the proper channel ; but you will dis-

cover that all the information required by Councils should be

had in this Department, and therefore all matters connected

with all the Departments should be recorded here, believing

that to be the intention of the Act of Consolidation.

Document marked A will embrace answers to the several

questions propounded in the first series of interrogatories. '

Document marked B will embrace answers to the several

questions propounded in the second series.

Document marked C will embrace answers to the several

questions propounded in the third series.

In answer to the fourth interrogatory, I respectfully call

your attention to a resolution of Councils of August 18lh,

1854, as also to a resolution of Councils of September 7th,

1854. In the first resolution it is required of the Treasurer

of the former corporations to deliver to the City Treasurer

all their vouchers, books of account and papers, and the

second authorized the Solicitor to compel Treasurers, who
have not complied with the resolution of August 18th, to settle

their accounts forthwith.

In connection with this question I will add that I have
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auflited the duplicate accounts of a number of collectors of the

old corporation taxes and debts, and am at present engaged

in the same Department.

Very respectfully yours,

Jno. N. Henderson.
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RECAPITULATION.

Appropriations to June 30th, '55.
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i.

Statement of the payments to be made monthly, and the

balances of unexpended appropriations.

City Controller's Department.

The amount that is payable for the salaries in this Department

for Controller, Clerks, &c., for the current fiscal year, each

month, $882 00

City Treasurer.

The amount that is payable for salaries in this Department

for Treasurer, Clerks, &c., each month, - ^840 00

Receiver of Taxes.

The amount that is payable for salaries in this Department

for Receiver of Taxes, Clerks, &c., for the current fiscal

year, each month, ----- $825 00

Water Department.

The amount that is payable for salaries in this Depart-

ment for Chief Engineer, Assistant Engineers, Register,

Surveyors, Inspectors, Watchmen, Clerks, &c., each

month, $5,500 00

Police Department.

The amount that is payable for salaries in this Department
for Mayor, Marshall, Clerks, Lieutenants, Sergeants, Police-

men, Constables, &c., each month, - - $42,000 00

Department of Markets.

The amount that is payable for salaries in this Department
for the current fiscal year, for Commissioners, Clerks, &c.,

each month, $625 00

City Surveyors.

The amount that it payable for salaries in this Depart-

ment for the current fiscal year, for the Surveyors, each

month, $792 00

Guardians of the Poor.

The amount that is payable for salaries in this Department
for the current fiscal year, of officers connected with the

Department, each month, _ - - $1,500 00
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Board of Health.

The amount that is payable for salaries of the officers con-
nected with this Department for the current fiscal year,

each month, ^1,521 00

Inspectors of Prison.

The amount that is payable for salaries of the officers con-

nected with this Department for the current fiscal year,

each month, $1,925 00

Controllers of the Public Schools.

The amount that is payable for salaries of Teachers, House-
keepers, Clerks, &c., connected with this Department, for

the current fiscal year, each month, - $38,000 00

Gas Department.

The amount that is payable for the salaries of the Lamp-
lighters in this Department, for the current fiscal vear, each

month, $1,300 00

Department of Wharves, <^'c.

The amount that is payable for the salary of the Superintend-

ent in this Department, for the current fiscal year, each

month, $66 67

Department of City Commissioners.

The amount that is payable for the salaries of the Coramision-

ers, Clerks, District A.ttorney, Coroner, Tipstaves, Jurymen,

Interpreter, Witnesses, Superintendents, Assessors, Election

Officers, and Messenger, each month, - $16,706 00

Department of City Property.

The amount that is payable for salaries of Commissioners,

Collectors, Superintendents, Watchmen, Carpenter, Mes-

senger, &c., each month, - - - - $1,834 00

Department of Highways.

The amount that is payable for salaries of Commissioners,

Supervisors, Clerks, Superintendents, &c., for this Depart-

ment, each month, _ - - - $3,132 00

Clerks of Councils.

The amount payable for salaries of Clerks, &c., each

month, $690 00
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Law Department.

The amount that is payable for salaries, irr this Department, of

the Solicitors, Clerks, &c., each month, $884 00

Fire Department.

The amount that is payable for salaries, in this Department, of

Engineer and Clerk, each month, - - $459 00

City Ice Boat and Vaccine Physicians.

The amount that is payable for salaries, &c., of Physicians,

Clerk, Watchman, each month, - _ - $150 00

Recapitulation.

The amount that will be required to be paid

each month for salaries is - - $119,031 67
The aggregate amount of unexpended balances

(after deducting the whole amount of salaries,

say $;837,421 69,) for the residue of the cur-

rent fiscal year, will be $1,746,285 35

—

which amount, if paid monthly, would re-

quire, each month, . - . - $249,469 85

Total amount required per month, - - $369,101 02

This calculation does not include the temporary loan of

$500,000 00 approved April 6th, 1855, of which the treasurer

has negotiated loans to the amount of $325,000 00.
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Office City Tax Receiver,
Philadelphia, June 20, 1855.

President and members of the 'Common Council

:

Gentlemen—In reply to your resolution of the 24th of
May, 1855, requiring; certain information from this Department,
I beg leave to submit the following :

The amount of tax assessed for

the fiscal year 1855, for City

purposes, $2,009,098 00
On which there has been received on account to

January 31, - - - $158,034 99
February 28, - - 232,478 22
March 31, ... 148,899 10
April 30, - - - 92,870 25
May 31, ... 66,356 13
June 15, - - - - 33,294 00

$731,932 69
Add amount of allowance for

discount on this sum to June 15, 79,982 52
Estimate amount of allowance by

City Commissioners for errors

and reduction, - - 200,000 00
Estimate amount to be registered

after returns made by the

Constables, say - - - 25,000 00
Leaving probable balance to be

collected in the office, and by
warrants, - - - 972,182 79

-$2,009,098 00
The amount of tax assessed for

the year 1854, for City pur-

poses, say $2,026,994 36

On which there has been received

to this date, - - - 1,797,358 52
Estimate amount allowed by City

Commissioners for errors and

reduction, together with ain't

to be registered by Constable

return, say - ' - - - 200,000 00

Leaving a balance to be collected

on warrants, _ - - 29,635 84
$2,026,994 36
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The amount of tax assessed for year 1853, and yet unpaid in

hands of collectors, amounts as follows

:

Say County tax, - - . ^26,540 54
School tax, - . - - 10,928 08

f37,488 62
Amount of allowance, commissions and costs

on the above, say 7,000 00

Leaving a balance to be collected, - - $30,488 62
These cases, as well as those of prior years, are now in progress

of settlement by a judicial action, commenced on their

bonds by J. L. Husband, Solicitor of the County Treasurer,

and will no doubt be all collected before the close of this

fiscal year.

The amount of taxes unpaid for 1849 to 1852, at this

date, ..--.-- $3,784 73
Being all of them small balances, from which deduct allowances

and commissions, wull close their accounts, say 3,784 73
The amount of cash paid on account of taxes of 1853 and

prior, to the City Treasurer, to June 15, as per Treasurer's

receipts, say
County. School.

For January, - - - $2,069 07
February, - - - - 2,754 45 $2,721 61
March, ... - 11,671 88 4,905 14
April, .... - 12,442 37 3,595 44
May, 7,268 00 2,288 63
June, 5,845 02 7,427 68
" on account, - - - 10,000 00 5,000 00

,050 79 825,938 50

Making a total of $77,989 29
Balance of County and School tax in hands of

County Treasurer, .... $15,924 01

Total amount received to this date, June 15, say $93,913 30
Which, together with the estimate amount to

be collected, will be .... 30,488 62

For City purposes, $124,401 92

There are also the following other accounts to be found

upon the County ledger, being balances due by former Collec-



APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OP COJDION COUNCIL. 73

tors whose accounts have been settled, but never closed. I
have not included thera in the accounts of the City, for the

following reasons :—The most of them, the judjrment bond in

favor of the County and State, have been satisfied by former
County Treasurers, or their attorneys, as per following state-

ment. Those that are satisfied I shall proceed to close their

accounts.

Bond satisfied. Jos. Plankinton, late Co. Treas.
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Sayfor balance of June, - - - - $30,000 00
July, . . - . 50,000 00
August, - - - 75,000 00
September, - - - 100,000 00
October, - - - 150,000 00
November, - - - 200,000 00
December, - - - 200,000 00

The balance may not be collected until the return of the

Constables' warrants, to be made in the spring of 1856.

In relation to what mode, if any, the requirements of the

Act of Assembly, commencing the fiscal year on the first day
of January, in each and every year, has been arranged or con-

formed to, I can only say that the Councils last year levied a

tax for 1854, to commence on the 1st of July and end 31st

of December of that year, and also commencing the 1st of

January, 1855, and ending 31st of December of 1855.

All of which is most respectfully submitted,

John M. Coleman, Receiver of Taxes.

County Solicitor's Office.

Dear Sir :—Herewith you have the names and balances of

the gross amount due by each Collector, whose bond (which
includes State, County and School taxes) 1 have and am now
collecting by suit.

City, Geo. W. Brown, 1853,

W. W. Watt, "

Spring Garden, Wm. S. Mann, "

Kensington, W. R. Bennett, "

Southwark, Jos. Rawlston, "

Moyamensing, A. McGrath, "

Outer Districts, A. C. Jones, "
I. A. Brown, "
G. W. Smith, "

H. Raider, "
I. R. Bewley, 1852,

Geo. Wilant, "

J.Stallman, 1849,

County.
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This amount includes all allowances and commissions on the
whole amount of each collector.

Respectfully, your ob't serv't,

J. L. Husband.
To I. Hazlehurst, Esq.

City Solicitor's Office,
Philadelphia^ May l^th, 1855.

My Dear Sir :—After as careful an examination of the re-

cords and papers as the time and their confused state would
admit of, I have the honor to return, in answer to your inquiry

as to the amount of claims due the City on account of the old

districts, that as near as I can ascertain, the amount of claims

in suit and under charge in this office, for the late District of

Moyamensing, is about - - - _ $14,950 00
being for water and gas pipe.

To the late District of Southwark, - - - 3,530 00
for paving, curbing, laying pipe, &c.

To the City, the claims of every kind in my
hands for collection, would not amount to 100 00

And to late District of West Philadelphia,

in paving, curbing, &c., about - - - 11,000 00
Water pipe, 51,200 00

$80,689 00
In reference to these I would remark, it is to be presumed

that a great number have been paid to the various officers of

the late districts, or released to the debtors by the district

authorities, and no note made either in the books or the court

dockets, and it is only when process is issued and costs accrued,

that the vouchers are produced to us. This has been the case

in a large number of instances, heretofore, and will most likely

occur more frequently as we proceed to steps for the enforce;

ment of the old claims, many of which have been suffered,

from some reason, to lie quiet, on the part of the old district^;,

by their Solicitors.

A great number of these claims, especially in Moyamensing

and Southwark, will be and are contested, and payment re-

sisted on various grounds, particularly as to the charges for

pipe, which are alleged to be too high.

In many instances we discover, when the property is seized
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in execution, that it has already been sold by the Sheriff, by
process against the real owner, whose name does not happen
to be the one against which the lien is filed, and that lien

consequently discharged.

In West Philadelphia, the late Board of Commissioners

passed resolutions, when they ordered a new grade of certain

streets, that the price already paid by the owners of property

upon them, for the grading, paving side-walks, curbs, &c.,

should be deducted and allowed them, out of the charges

against them for the new grading, &c. These deductions vary

from ten to ninety per cent, on the amount of the claim, and

we have had instances where the oif-set has absorbed the

whole claim. As the whole of the paving claims above returned

in West Philadelphia are liable to these deductions, it would
be unsafe to rely upon any collectable amount from them,

greater than from fifty to sixty-six per cent.

The claims for water pipe in this District also, I would say,

are not collectable till the introduction of the water, upon the

completion of the water works, and some of these have been
paid, and no satisfaction entered.

Upon the whole, I do not think more than perhaps sixty

per cent, of the aggregate amount I have returned you can

possibly be collected.

I have the honor to be

Yours, very respectfully,

Jos. P. LOUGHEAD,
Jlssistant City Solicitor.

Isaac Hazlehurst, Esq., City Solicitor.

City Solicitor's Office, )

Philadelphia, May 21, 1855.
j

Thomas Craven, Esq., Chairman Finance Committee :

Dear Sir :—I have duly received your favor of the 17th

inst., requesting a statement of outstanding claims due, and

placed in iny hands for collection, including those due previous

and subsequent to consolidation.
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They are as follows:

1. Moyamensing, old claims, &c., &c., - §14,950 00
2. Southwark, 3,530 00
3. Old City, 100 00
4. District of West Philadelphia, paving, curb-

ing and water pipe, - - - - 62,200 00
o. Spring Garden, 6,750 00
6. Richmond, 16,780 00
7. Kensington, 11,583 00
8. Penn District, 6,603 00
9. Board of Health, 4,740 00

10. City of Philadelphia, - - - - 33,285 00

8160,521 00

Accompanying this report, I append the statement of the

gentleman connected with me in this department, and who has

made a detailed examination of the value and condition of the

outstanding claims. It is supposed that a deduction of at

least fifty per cent, must be made from the aggregate amount,

in order to arrive at a correct estimate of their value.

I am respectfully yours,

Isaac Hazlehurst.

City Solicitor's Office,

Philadelphia, May 21, 1855.

To I. Hazlehurst, Esq., City Solicitor :

Upon examining the docket of claims due the City of Phila-

delphia, for expenses of removing nuisances by the Board of

Health, I find the aggregate amount to be S4,740 29. Of
this sum about fifty per cent., say S;2,400 will, in all proba-

bility, be collected : the balance, from various causes, cannot

be recovered. The above comprise all the available debts due

the City, on account of the departments with which I am
connected.

Very respectfully yours,

H. S. Hagert,
Assistant City Solicitor.
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City Solicitor's Office, )

Philadelphia, May 21, 1855.
j

Isaac Hazlehurst, Esq., City Solicitor

:

Dear Sir—The subjoined statement shows the amount of

the outstanding claims (now in suit) of the late Districts of

Spring Garden, Penn, Kensington and Richmond, and of the

present City of Philadelphia, classified according to the years

in which they occurred, viz :

Years.



$10,136 17
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new streets have been much reduced during the past two
weeks ; and the amount of the pay rolls for June will be under

$20,000 ; and by the end of the month the grading of streets

will be done and the r'epairing of streets will be completed

sufficient to further reduce the number of hands employed,

unless Councils will authorize new paving.

Very respectfully your obedient servant,

Thos. Birch.

Department of Highways. )

Philadelphia, May 30, 1855.
\

Statement of appropriations made by ordinances, the war-

rants to be drawn by the Chief Commissioner of Highways,
from January 1, 1855, to date :

Whole amount, - - - - ^1,025,942 09

Of which the following ordinances are for the

payment of debts due by the district gas works,

and for lighting the City, and other accounts,

none of which belong to the department

:

Ord'nce app'd Jan. 13, 16,522 33
" 18,58,823 04
" 22, 3,410 23

" Feb. 6, 36,555 13
" 12, 12,591 52

" March 13, 4,242 01
April 18, 25,521 07

$157,665 33

Of which there is undrawn, viz :

Ordinance January 18, $66 75
Feb. 12, 22 70
April 18, 690 27

Of the ordinance Jan.

13, the payment to M.
Knowles was with-

held, amounting to 11,344 47*

and of the ordinance

of April 18th, the

amount of bills for gas

Carried forward, $157,665 33 $1,025,942 09

* Ordinance repealed May lOtb.



APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OP COJIMON COUNCIL. 81

Brought forward, $157,665 33 $1,025,942 09
payable 24th of May
has been withheld, in

,

accordance with the

notice from your com., 19,271 07

Unpaid, $31,395 26
Specific appropriations made to

pay in City loan, for work done on
certain contracts therein named,
made prior to consolidation :

Ordinance Feb. 12, $54,826 90
March 13, 5,000 00

" 27,

April 19,
" " 28,
'' May 10,
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Appropriated to the following purposes :

Amounts. Warrants drawn.^

1. New paving, - - $200,000 00 $3,207 30

2. Repaying, - - 25,000 00 1,194 11

3. Repairing streets and paving

over gas and water pipes, 100,000 00 22,334 62

4. Grading streets and road, 100,000 00 25,835 05

5. Repairing roads, - 30,000 00 11,093 41

6. Paving footways, - - 5,000 00 414 21

7. Girard, Montgomery and

Berks avenues, Girard Ave-
nue Bridge, Mill Creek

Bridge, - - - - 50,000 00 19,657 65
8. Repairs to culverts, new in-

lets, &c., - - - 10,000 00 1,103 80
9. Bridge at Franklin avenue, 4,000 00

10. For bridges and repairs, 10,000 00 760 66

11. Cleansing streets, - - 8,960 00 32,990 06

12. Repairs, &c., City railroad, 6,000 00 962 01

13. Repairs, wells and pumps, 4,000 00 831 67

14. Salaries, - - - 38,600 00 12,792 68

15. Temporary clerk, - - 750 00 125 00

16. Work and materials prior to

Dec. 30, 1854, - - 85,000 00 83,949 83

17. Salaries of Surveyors, &c., 2,000 00 1,834 57

$752,310 00 $219,136 63

To the President and members of the Common Council of the

City of Philadelphia

:

Gentlemen—In answer, to a resolution passed by your

body May 24th, 1855, I respectfully submit the following

answer thereto

:

The revenues paid directly to this department are, for inte-

rest on stocks held by the City in the following railroad com-
panies, viz

:

1855, Jan. 1, N. Western Railr'd Co., (fractional,) ^2,937 50
" " Sunbury and Erie do., (unpaid,) 36.000 00
" April 1, North Penna. Railroad Company, 39,330 00
« May 1, Hempfield .

" " 18,000 00
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185?, May 1, Pennsylvania Railroad Company, $120,000 00
" July 1, Sunbury and Erie " " 36,000 00
" " 1, North-western do., (fractional,) 5,128 77
" Oct. 1, North Penna. Railroad Company, 41,160 00
« Nov. 1, Hempfield " " 18,000 00
" "1, Pennsylvania " " 120,000 00

Appropriations made by Councils from January 1st, 1855, to

June 1st, and the amount paid thereon :

Appropriations Payments.

$965,908 10 S437,222 62Interest on City debt.

Sinking fund.

House of Refuge,

Fitting up of State House,

Loans falling due in 1855,

Over-paid taxes of 1854,

Mrs. E. O'Callahan,

Claims against corporations.

Lighting the City with gas,

Supplying City with water.

Receiver of Taxes department,

City Treasurer "

Inspectors of Prison,

City ice boat, _ - -

Law department.

City property department.

Vaccine physicians,

City Commissioners,

Board of Health,

Public Schools,

Guardians of Poor,

Highways, _ _ _

Police, - - -

Clerks of Councils,

Taxes on Boudinot lands,

Mary Ann Henderson, -

City Controller,

Market Houses,

Wharves and Landings,

John Ritterson,

Amount carried forward, $4,833,770 01 2,354,200 61

100,524 00
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Amount brought forward, ^4,833,770 01 2,254,200 61
Police purposes, - - 500 00
Northern Home for Friendless

Chihhen, - - - 2,000 00
Rosine Association, - 1,500 00
Foster Home Association, - 1,000 00

$4,838,770 01 $2,354,200 61
1855.

Jan. 1, balance in the treasury, - - $165,436 66
Feb. 1, " " ... 11,934 43
March 1, " d cm the banks, - - 181,248 50
April 1, " " - - . 142,470 30
May 1, " in the treasury, - - 7,886 15
June 1, " " - - . 5^607 62

The interest due on the stock held by the City of Phila-

delphia in railroad companies has been paid, except by the

Sunbury and Erie Railroad Company. I have this day re-

ceived the annexed resolution, passed by the Board of Mana-
gers of said company, which is respectfully submitted.

Very truly your obedient servant,

John Lindsay, City Treasurer.

City Treasurer's Office, June \st, 1855.

At a special meeting of the Board of Managers of the Sun-

bury and Erie Railroad Company, held January 1, 1855, the

following resolution was adopted :

Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to pay interest to

the stockholders only on full paid stock, and on the bonds of

the City of Erie that have been paid out to contractors. And
that to all other stockholders, the interest now accrued be

paid when they shall pay any further installment or install-

ments on their stock.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and the

seal of the said company.
Philip M. Price, Secretary.
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Wharves and Landings,
Philadelphia June 2d, 1855

{To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia.

Gentlemen—In compliance to a resolution of youf hono-
rable body, passed May 24th, 1855, I respectfully submit the

following answers :

Question 1st.—The amount of revenue which will be pro-

duced by the property in charge of this department within the

current fiscal year.

Answer.—Annual revenue, 1855, - $52,632 00
Amount due 1854, - - 17,759 11

Whole amount, $70,391 11

Question 2d.—Together with the expenses chargeable

thereon.

Ansioer.—ThQ whole amount, including salary, repairs of

wharves, cleansing docks, taxes, ground rent, &c., $4,950 00.

Question od.—How much of said revenue has been paid

into the City treasury.

Answer—^27,044 11.

Question 4th.—And an estimate how much will be paid in,

each and every month, within the residue of the current fiscal

year.

Answer.—The following amounts are due in each month
within the residue of the current fiscal year:

June, $6,867 50
July, ..--.. 11,215 25
August, 665 00
September, ------ 5,755 00
October, 6,3 25
November, 300 00
December, 12,184 00

Total amount, $43,347 00

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

James Horner, Superintendent.
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Office of Department of Market Houses, )

Philadelphia, May Zlst, 1855.
)

To the Honorable the President and Members of Common
Council

:

Gentlemen—In answer to your resolution of the 24th inst.,

I beg leave to lay before you the following statement:

The estimated revenue for this year is, - $68,522 50

The amount collected, - - - 56,920 00

Leaving a balance of $11,605 50

To collect in half yearly rents, payable in June and July ; and

I may here remark, that this amount may be increased to, at

the lowest estimate, five thousand additional, provided the

necessary ordinances are passed requiring the removal of all

hucksters from stands on the streets.

The amounts appropriated to this department for all pur-

poses have been thus far, _ - - $11,716 68

And the amount expended and paid up to this time, 5,147 34

Showing a balance of ^^6,569 34
Which will be amply sufficient to meet all current expenses

contemplated at the time the estimates were made.

Many of the markets in the late districts are much out of

repairs, and the occupants express a willingness to pay triple

the rent they now pay if the stalls are placed in good order.

(I now speak more particularly of the Wharton Street markets

of the late district of Southwark.) I would be pleased to

meet the committee at their earliest convenience, and lay

before them such information as I have acquired by a personal

inspection and supervision of all the various markets in the

City.

Respectfully yours, &c., *

Wm. D Newell, Com. of Markets.

department of city property.

To the Common Council of the City of Philadelphia

:

Gentlemen—In reply to your resolution of the 24th of

May, 1855, I beg leave to hand you the accompanying list,

in which you will find the ditlerent items of City property
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under the supervision of this department, as far as I have been

able to ascertain. There may be some other that has not

been returned to me.

It would be presumption on my part to fix a value on it.

That has already been done by the late Committee on Finance,

probably as correctly as I should be able ; but, as far as pos-

sible, I have placed on said rent roll and list, the income
arising from that part which has been rented. I also hand a

schedule of such property as in my opinion might be sold, to

what advantage it is impossible to say. As to your request

that I should state what it would cost to keep the City pro-

perty under my supervision in order, I cannot make any esti-

mate whatever, as it depends on many causalties that can

neither be foreseen or imagined. Hoping that the documents
herewith presented may be satisfactory,

I am yours truly,

John Diehl, C. C. P.

The total amount received for rent of the public halls, from
July 1st, 1854, to June Ist, 1855.

WEST PHILADELPHIA HALL.

1854.

Aug. Two days' occupation of room, - - ^4 00
" 81. " " " . - 1.5 00

Sept. 18. One evening's occupation of Assembly room, 10 00
" " Three months' "
" 25. Four evenings' "

Oct. 9. One night's "

" 17. Three months' "
'^ " One night's .

"'

" " Four evenings' "

Nov. 11. Three months' "
" 18. One night's "

" " One evening's "
" '' One month's "

Dec. 1. One evening's "
" 7. One night's "
(( 8. " "

« 29. Three months' "
Amount carried forward,

i337 04

room, -
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1855.

Jan. 4.

Jan. 23.

March 9.

" 21.
" 27.

Feb. 9.

•' 27.

April 2.

" 7.

May 28.

Amount brought forward, $337 04

One year's occupation

Three months' "

Two months' "

Nine months' "

One evening's "

One night's "

Three months' "

Three months' "

Two months' "

Six months' "

Three months' "

One night's ''

Two evenings' "

Three months' "

One day's "

One month's "

25 00
75 00
5 00

of room, - 150 00
store No. 2, 35 62
room No. 7,

'• No. 9,

Assembly room,
" 30 00

room No. 2, 25 00
room No. 9, 38 80

" 6, 50 00
store No. 4, 20 83
room No. 9, 50 00

" 10, 37 50
" 8, 15 00

Assembly room, 30 00
20 00

room No. 6, 50 00
Assembly room, 5 00
store No. 1, 12 50

Total, L,012 29

SOUTHWARK HALL.

1854.

Oct. 28. One evening's occupation of the Hall room, $5 00
Nov. 18. Two evenings' " " " 2 00
Dec. 8. One week's " " " 20 00

1855.

Jan. 4. One evening's " " " 5 00

NORTHERN LIBERTIES HALL.

1855.

April 5. One month's rent of cellar,

" Three month's rent of the third story,

MOYAMENSING HALL.

1855.

May 1. One night's occupation of Ball room.

$32 00

$12 50
18 75

$31 25

$6 00



APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OP C05IM0N COUNCIL. 89

RECAPITULATION

Of the number of public halls, and revenue derived therefrom,

commencing July 1st, 1854, and ending June 1st, 1855.

West Philadelphia Hall, - - - - $1,012 29
Southwark Hall, 32 00
Northern Liberties Hall, - - - - 31 25
Moyamensing Hall, _ - - _ - 6 00
Spring Garden Hall,

Penn District Hall,

Germantown Hall,

Independence Hall,

City Hall,

Commissioners' Hall, Richmond,
Market Hall, York Street east of Frankford Road,
Kensington Hall.

Quarterly Rent Roll and list of City Property under the su-

pervision of this Department.

Location. Rent per annum.

1. Tobacco Warehouse, (supposed,) - - $7,000
2. Store No. 1 Dock street, . - - - 700
3. Store No. 3 Dock street, _ - _ - 475
4. Store No. 5 Dock street, - . - - 475
5. Store No. 7 Dock street, _ . . - 475
6. Store No. 9 Dock street, 475
7. Store No. 11 Dock street, . - - - 475
8. Store No. 13 Dock street, - - - - 500
9. Store No. 1 Front street, - - - - 350

10. Store No. 2 Front street, _ . - -

11. Store No. 3 Front street, _ _ _ -

12. Store No. 4 Front street, . _ - -

13. Store No. 5 Front street, - - . - - 1,850

14. House in Beaver Court, (dwelling part,) - 120

15. House in Bickham st., between 16th and 17th sts., 80
16. House in Bickham St., between 16th and 17th sts., 80
17. House on Twenty-second and Cherry St., No. 125

18. Store No. 1 West Philadelphia Hall, - - 100
19. Store No. 2 West Philadelphia Hall, - - 125

20. Store No. 3 West Philadelphia Hall, - - 150

Amount carried forward,

12
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Amount brought forward,

21. Room No. 4 WestPhiUulelphiaHall, - - ' 500
22. Room No. 5 West Philadelphia Hall, - - 500
23. Room No. 6 West Philadelphia Hall, - - 200
24. Room No. 7 West Philadelphia Hall, - - 150
25. Room No. 8 West Philadelphia Hall, - - 60
26. Room No. 9 West Philadel; hia Hall, - - 100
27. Room No. 10 West Philadelphia Hall, - - 150
28. West Philadelphia Hall, corner of Market and

Park sts., (for Sunday worship,) - - 125
29. The Northern Liberty Hall and lot, 86^ feet on

Third St., by 114 feet on Brooke st., with a

Committee Room. The Mayor's Office also

Stands on the same lot. On the Brook street

front is a brick dwelling, - - - - 516
80. House No. , in Front street above Noble, - 125
31. House N. E. corner of Front and Noble streets, 100
32. Small house N. E. cor. of Northern Liberty Hall, 150
33. Small house on south side Northern Liberty Hall

lot, (see No. 29.)

34. Second story of the Northern Liberty Hall, (see

No. 29.)

35. Vacant lot on Noble street and Washington ave-

nue, 120 feet on Noble st. by 38 feet on Wash-
ington avenue, (Highways and Water De-
partment.)

36. Small house No. , Carpenter st., Southwark, - 100
37. Part Of a frame house No. , Carpenter st., do., 100
38. Shop on north end of Wharton Market, east side,

39. Shop on north end of Wharton Market, W. side,

40. Shop on east end of Washington Market, S. side,

41. Shop on east end of Washington Market, N. side,

42. Southwark Hall, east side of Second st., between
Queen and Christian sts., 60 feet front by 45
feet deep, ______ 150

43. Lot of ground on which the Hall stands—85 feet

on Second st. by 95 feet deep—having a front

on a 20 feet street called Sutherland st. Sub-
ject to a ground rent of .$332 33, payable to

J. Carson on 1st of January each year,

Amount carried forward,
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Amount brought forward, $
44. A strip of ground on the west side of Sutherland

St., having a front of about 3 feet on Christian

St., extending north until it strikes the south

line of Hall lot, about 114 feet,

45. State House in Chestnut st. between 5th and 6th

sts., containing on Chestnut 106 feet 9 inches,

by 45 feet deep,

46. City Hall, corner of Chestnut and Fifth sts., con-

taining 50 feet on Chestnut st. and 65 feet on

Fifth St., - 7,250

47. Kensington Hall and offices of Treasurer, Regis-

ter of Water Works and Clerks, at the corner of

Front and Master sts., and lot of ground 200
feet on Front st. and Frankford Road by 200
feet on Master st., on which there is a ground

rent of ^^250 per annum, - - - - 150

48. Moyamensing Hall, situate on the south side of

Christian st. between Ninth and Tenth sts.,

49. Spring Garden Hall, N.W. corner of Thirteenth

and Spring Garden sts., and a work shop,

50. Lot on Buttonwood street between Thirteenth

and Broad sts., on which is erected a Station

House,

51. Richmond Hall and lot of ground on which it

stands, corner of Fairfield and West sts.,

52. Hall attached to market house on York st. east of

Frankford Road.

53. Lot of ground on West st. and Railroad st.,

54. Two story hall and lot on which it stands, N.E.
corner of Thompson and Tenth sts., Penn
District,

55. Lot of ground, 395 feet on Master st. by 189 feet

on 18th and 19th sts., on Seybert street

56. Lot containing four acres, on Germantown ave-

nue, on which is erected the Hall and lock-up.

57. Lot corner of Germantown avenue and Mill st.

containing 8| acres ; used as a public square,

(not in possession of this department.)

Amount carried forward,
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Amount carried forward,

south-east lot is 230 feet by 228 feet—the
south-west lot is 230 feet by 223 feet.

83. Independence Square is 510 feet north and south,

and 389 feet east and west.

84. Washington Square is 540 feet north and south,

and 540 feet 4 inches east and west.

85. Franklin Square is 632 feet north and south, and
543 feet 6 inches east and west.

86. Rittenhouse Square is 540 feet north and south,

and 540 feet 4 inches east and west.

87. Logan Square is 632 feet north and south, and
540 feet east and west.

88. Jefferson Square, Fourth and Washington sts.

89. Public square at the corner of Lehigh avenue and
Fourth St.—500 feet by 210 feet—called Fair

Hill Square.

90. The Norris Square, corner of Susquehanna ave-

nue and Hancock st.—330 feet by 486 feet.

91. Public square, corner of Frankford road and
Maiden and Beach sts.—96 feet by 128 feet.

92. Dickinson & Fiss, for two ground rents, Lombard
St. between Ninth and Tenth sts., - - 90

93. John McKee, for one ground rent, Lombard st.

between Tenth and Eleventh sts., - - 56
94. Charles Roth, for one ground rent, Lombard st.

between Tenth and Eleventh sts., - - 56
95. Thomas Gigan,for one ground rent, Lombard st.

between Tenth and Eleventh sts., - - 56
96. Samuel K. Ashton, for one ground rent, Lom-

bard st. between Tenth and Eleventh sts., - 56
97. Joseph Fareira, for two ground rents, Lombard

st. between Tenth and Eleventh sts., - - 112
98. Wm. M. Finney, for one ground rent, Lombard

St. between Tenth and Eleventh sts., - - 56
99. Wm. P. Stewart, for one ground rent, Lombard

St. between Tenth and Eleventh sts., - - 56
100. Albert Stewart, for one ground rent, Lombard

St. between Tenth and Eleventh sts., - - 56

Amount carried forward,
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Amount brought forward,

about 50 acres, more or less, - - _ gQO
70. Lot in Penn township, containing two acres,

being 130 feet on Charles St., &c.,—occupied

as City burial ground.

71. Lot and houses on Race and Crown sts., 125 feet

on Race st. and 240 feet on Crown st., - 350
72. Lot on Spruce and Pine sts., between 20th and

2 1st sts., 145 feet on 20th and 21st sts. (Mar-
ket lot.)

73. Lot on Jones, Filbert and Sixteenth sts., 106 feet

on Sixteenth st.. by 182 feet on Jones and
Filbert sts. (Market lot.)

74. Lot on Ninth st., containing 100 feet on Ninth
St. by 188 feet on Locust st. and Shields'

alley. (Market lot.)

75. Lot on the north side of Chestnut st. between
Beach and 23d sts 240 feet on Chestnut st.

and 384 fieet on Beach and 23d sts., - - 100
76. Lot north side of Chestnut st., extending from

Aspen to 22d st.—180 feet on Chestnut by
163 feet 7 inches on 22d st., - - - 100

77. Lot north side of Chestnut st., extending from
22d to 23d st.—273 feet on Chestnut st. by
384 feet to Bridge Company's lot, - - 50

78. Lot west side of 21st st., between High and
Chestnut sts.—130 feet on 21st st. by 180
feet to Aspen st.,

79. Lot on the north side of High st., on which the

gasometer stands, extending from 22d to 23d
St.—273 feet on High st. by 306 on 22d st., 3,000

80. Lot west side of 21st st. between Race and Vine
sts.—commencing 204 feet from south side of

Vine St., 112 feet on 21st st. by 396 feet to

22d St.,

81. Lot south side of Vine st, extending from 22d to

21st st 396 feet on Vine by 102 feet deep,

82. Penn Square laid off in four lots, viz : The
north-west lot is 306 feet by 223 feet—the

north-east lot is 306 feet by 228 feet—the

Amount carried forward,
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Amount broiight forward,

58. Lot on Queen st. containing one acre. Used for

burial purposes,

59. Lot of jTiound containing about 20 acres. Used
for Alms-house purposes,

60. Lot in Frankford district, containing 145 acres

of ground—occupied as a poor house—valued

at ^^25,000,

61. Town Hall and lot, with a market—brings no
revenue, ______ 44

62. Lot in Araraingo, on which the gasometer is lo-

cated,

63. Two frame dwellings and stone smith shop,

valued at 55,000 ; rent from two frame dwell-

ings i50 each, _ _ _ _ _ 100

64. Two stores on hall lot, at jSoO each, - - 56
65. Farm used for the poor—part in Manayunk and

part in Roxborough—containing about 20
acres, and has a large stone house and a stone

barn. The land is said to be worth nSOO per

acre. This property has a front on the Schuyl-

kill river, on the Manayunk turnpike, on the

Norristown railroad, on the Ridge turnpike,

and on the old Philadelphia and Reading rail-

road. Is subject to a mortgage of $3,500 to

P. Scravendike. (Not in possession of this

department.)

66. Avery valuable farm of over 40 acres of ground,

with good improvements, &c. The title is in

the Overseers of the Poor of Roxborough.
The farm is worth from $10,000 to 12,000,

and is incumbered for about S3,000. It was
formerly used for a poor house, but of late

years has been rented as a farm at $ (Not
in possession of this department.)

67. Large frame building and two acres of ground in

Bridesburg, _-_--_ 100

68. Stone school house and lot of ground in Brides-

burg.

69. Lemon Hill estate in Penn township, containing

Amount carried forward,
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Amount brought forward,

101. Wm. H. Gray, for one ground rent. Tenth st.

below Lombard st., ----- 81

102. Pennsylvania Railroad, for one ground rent.

West Philadelphia, 5,700

103. Elishib Tracey, for ground rents, on four lots in

Spring Garden, ----- 900
104. House No. 161 Race st., - - - - 250
105. House No. 77 north Fifth st., - - - 300
106. House No. 1 Crown st., - - - - 250
107. House No. 2 do - . - - 250
108. House No. 3 do - - - - 275
109. House No. 4 do _ - - - - 250
110. Four small houses in Richardson court, - 360

$38,440

111. There is a lot with buildings thereon in the District of

Spring Garden, fenced in, containing a square of

ground, occupied as an hospital for cholera and small

pox diseases, yielding no revenue, and formerly under

the supervision of the Board of Health.

112. Hunting Park, situated on the N.E. corner of Old York
road and Mectour lane, containing 43 acres and 21
square perches.

Department for Supplying the City with Water, i

Philadelphia, May 28, 1855.
)

To the Select and Common Councils:

In accordance with request of Councils, the following state-

ment is furnished :

Amount of water duplicate for 1855, - $330,821 49
April 30, paid to City Treasurer on account of

duplicate, - - - <;250,789 24
May 26, do do 6,770 50

257,559 74

Amount outstanding, - - - - $73,261 75
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May 26, paid to City Treasurer on account of

duplicate, 257,559 74
May 26, paid to City Treasurer on account of

penalty collected, - - - - 1,102 39

May 26, paid to City Treasurer on account of

new permits, ----- 9,775 41

May 26, paid to City Treasurer on account of

iron pipes, ----- 2,042 02

Whole amount paid in to date, $270,479 56

Of the amount outstanding, I estimate 75 per cent, at least

will be collected prior to July 1st, and the balance before

September. Of the receipts from other sources for the re-

mainder of the year, they may be estimated, based on the

completion of the 24th Ward water works within the next

40 days, as follows

:

From fractional rents on new permits, - $20,000 00

From iron pipes, _ . - - 95,000 00

$115,000 00

Respectfully submitted,

Geo. W. McMahan, Register.
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APPENDIX No. 15.

AN ORDINANCE

To establish a IMarket in the Twenty- second Ward.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the north-east side of German-
town avenue between Centre and Mill streets be and the

same is hereby appropriated as a market stand.

Sect. 2. That the market may be held every day through-

out the year, except Sundays, from 6 o'clock to 9 o'clock, A.
M., and on Saturday from 6 to 9 o'clock, P. M.

Sect. 3. That no steelyards shall be used within the limits

of said market, and provisions of every kind sold by weight
or measure shall be weighed or measured by weights or mea-
sures duly regulated or stamped according to law, and if any
person shall be guilty of selling by steelyards or weights and
measures not regulated and stamped as aforesaid, or by scales

falsely balanced, he, she or they shall forfeit such steelyards,

weights, measures and scales, and shall forfeit and pay the

sum of five dollars.

Sect. 4. That if any person or persons shall offer for sale

any articles of marketing in any of the streets, lanes, roads or

alleys within the limits of Washington avenue, Wissahickon
and Bristol streets, in the Twenty-second Ward, during mar-
ket hours, he, she or they so offending shall, for every such

offence, forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars.

Sect. 5. That it shall be the duty of the Supervisors of

Highways to have Germantown avenue, from Centre to Mill

street cleansed at least twice during each week, and to remove
all the filth, dirt and offal created by the market, and to

deposit the same in such place as the Commissioner of High-
ways may direct.

Sect. 6. That all fines and penalties incurred under this

ordinance shall be recoverable before any alderman in the

City, one-half to the person prosecuting for the same, and the

other half to the use of the City.

Sect. 7. That Washington street, between Park and Wil-

liam streets, in the Twenty-fourth Ward be and the same is

hereby appropriated as a stand for market wagons, under such

rules and regulations as govern other street market stands.

13
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APPENDIX NO. 16.

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON POLICE AND FIRE

ALARM TELEGRAPH.

To the President and Member of Common Council

:

Gentlemen—The committee appointed May 31, 1855, by
resolution of that date, to inquire of the contractors for the

construction of the Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph upon what
terms they would relinquish said contract, beg leave to report

:

That we have had an interview with Messrs. Phillips &
Robinson, who informed us, for reasons more fully detailed in

their communication to us, which we herewith submit, that

they cannot relinquish their contract with the City. They
also informed us that Mr. Purdy, one of the original contractors,

had conveyed his interest to other persons.

We have examined the contract, and although that was
not the purpose for which we were appointed, yet we may be

permitted to say that in our judgement it has been entered

into without properly guarding the interest of the City. The
contractors are required to furnish 150 signal boxes to com-
plete the whole apparatus, but if a less number shall be deter-

mined upon, a deduction of $25 shall be made for each one less

than that number from the $36,300—that being the sum which
they are to receive.

The question arises, who is to direct, supervise or control

the construction of this work, or determine what number less

than 150 signal boxes are required, if any, and what streets

the wires shall be extended along. Upon these questions the

contract is silent, and the whole management is left with the

contractors. We therefore submit the following resolution,

and ask its adoption :

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, whose
duty it shall be to examine the marerial used in the construc-

tion of the Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph, now under con-

tract by Messrs. Purdy, Phillips & Robinson, as they progress

with tlie work ; and said committee may report to Councils,

from time to time, such matter as they may deem of public

interest, and to this end the Solicitor is hereby requested to

furnish said committee with a certified copy of the contract

aforesaid. Yours, respectfully,

C. B. F. O'Neill, chairman,

James M. Gibson,

George F. Gordon.
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Philadelphia, June 13, 1855.

C. B. F. O'Neill, Esq., Chairman of the Special Committee,
SjX., of Common Council

:

Sir—In answer to your verbal proposition, contained in the

following interrogatories, viz :
—" Will you relinquish your

contract with the City of Philadelphia to erect a Police and
Fire Alarm Telegraph?" " and, if so, upon what terms?" we
answer—that the contract made by ourselves with the City

was the result of long and careful deliberation. The propo-

sition to erect a Police and Fire Alarm Telegraph was first

submitted to the authorities of the Old City, and subsequently,

to the Select and Common Councils of the Consolidated City,

where it was under consideration and discussion for nearly a

year.

After the contract was made under the joint resolution of

April 3d, we made our sub-contracts and arrangements for its

fulfillment. The materials for the work are on hand, and we
are ready and anxious to put the system in successful opera-

tion. This anxiety is not alone induced by the consideration

named in the contract. We believe the proposed telegraphy;

possess advantages over all others, combining the good
points of those now in operation ; and its successful establish-

ment in Philadelphia, will be the means of its introduction

into all the large cities of the Union ; its abandonment by
Philadelphia will be a verdict, without trial, against the whole
system. When it is remembered that this is the business,

probably, of our lives, in which all our capital and energies are

engaged, we cannot be supposed to be indifferent to the result.

The terms of the contract required from us bonds for its

faithful fulfillment on our part ; those bonds have been given

We have complied thus far with a portion of the stipulations

of the contract, and decline to make any proposition for its

abandonment.
Having agreed to take the City bonds at par for the work,

its construction does not materially affect the finances of the

City, and we may be pardoned for suggesting that sound
policy, and regard for the safety of the persons and property

of our citizens, enjoins upon the authorities the importance of

availing themselves of so valuable an auxiliary to their pro

tection. Respectfully yours,

Phillips & Robinson,

[Late Purdy, Phillips &>' Robinson.)
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DATE.
1855.

April 1.3



No. 17.

OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.
OF FIRES, &c.

Owners of Keal Estate. Jwuers of Personal Property. Where Insured. Remarks.

Gordon <fe Gooldy,
Isaac Shotwell,

J. & M. Ila'g,

Mr. Lewis,
James Matthews,

Jas. Hawthorn and Somers
& Snodf^rass,

Michael Newbold, .

Dr. Weatherall,
Thomas Kenton, .

David Adams,
Mr. Havrigan,

Church of Crucifixion,

Mrs. Craig,

Gordon & Gooldy,
Isaac Shotwell,
ilrs. Stauffer,

James Matthews,

tlenry Crostick,

Dr. Stewart, .

rhomas Kenton,

0. C. Sudler, .

Mr. Harrigan,

Patrick Carrigan,

Jno. Purcell, J. A. Brolasky')

and Mrs. Cope, . . J

Burtis, Kent & Bushton,
Henry E. Raigual,

Mrs. Craig, .

Patrick Carrigan, .

J. Ott, J. Landes, J. Jack-
son, J. Brooks, J. Cope, K.

Taylor, Mr. Kline, Mr.
Smith, Mr. Castill, Mr.
Myers, Mr. Snyder,

Henry R. Raigual,

Mr. McFadden, Mr. Jlorfitt,"!

Mr. Hickenbottom & Shri- >

ver & Co , . . . J
James Reilly.

Mr. 0. Donnally. Mr. Wilson
and Mr. Cassaday,

Vlr.lMcFadden. Mr. Morfitt, Mr,
Hickenbottom, Shriver & Co.

Tames Brady,

Mayer & Brother,

John H. Ingham, .

Dr. David Jayne, . Mr. Jonas,
Mr. Brainbridge,

John Gallager and E. Jones,

Hiram Christy and Jame^'
Shannon, . . . ,

Joshua I/ippincott,

School & Forrest, .

Is'atlian Jones,

Mr. Lentz, ....
Mr.s. Smith, Mr. Anohon-')
beck, Mr. Bayn &Mr. Craft, /

Hiram Christy,

Perry & Ercty & F. Kennady.

School & Forrest, .

Richard Magee,

>fone

$350
74

Xone
1.200

Xone

500

None
163

25
50

None

1,500

1,700

None
10

None

2,150

1,010

15

5

None

2

None

310

31

100

None
50

1,000

125

Girard Fire Insurance.
Fire Association, .

Fire Association.

Mechanics' Office.

American Fire Insurance.
Independent Mutual Of-

fice of Bucks Co.
N. Amer. and Fire Ass'n.
Franklin Fire Insurance

Amer. and Penna. Office.

Germantown Mutual.

Fire Association and In
dependent JIutual.

Extinguished by
Citizens.

American, Fire Associa-

tion and State Mutual
North Western Office.

Fire Association & Frank-
lin Fire.

Delaware Mutual.

Indepen't Mutual, Buck
County.

North Western Office.

Extinguished by
Neighbors.

Extinguished by
Citizens.

Extinguished by
Private Watch.

Extinguished by
Police.

6,060

3,213

Fire Association.

Fire Association.

Fire Ass'n, N. Amer.. Del,

Mutual, and Sp. Garden.l

Royal, Frank., Eq., N. Am.|
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STATEMENT

DATE.
1855.

May
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OF FIRES, &c.,

Owners of Eeal Estate. Owners of Personal Property, Where Insured. Eemarks.

ilr. Fontanges,
Samuel Mintzer,
rohn Donnallj',

<^icliolas Seiber,

Mr Button.
Joseph Allen.

John Donnally,

Theodore Hook,

)avis. Green and Terrell) L . n c n„
& Thomas, . . . j

Davis, Green & Co.,

Hr. Burkhardt,

lames Caraker and Mr.
McCloskey, .

Hr. Hartly, .

^i.)

. 'Burnam & Co.,

. |BIisses Cooper,

James Caraker,

Lewis Tojffht, Mr. Whitta- ) Lewis Toight,
[•ding, . Jker and Mr. Hard

Urs. Brooks, Mr. Leonholdt, Edwd. Seott,

Mrs. Duffy, Mrs. Nicholyou,

Mrs. Ward, .

W. & H. Rowland,

Wm. Fennell,

W. H. Kern, .

Mr. Wilson, .

Mr. Morgan, .

lohn Forsj'the,

Mr. Gault, .

E. Lye,

Wm. Fennell,

Mr. Shaffer, .

D. B. Kershaw & Co., .

Wm. Hall, and Mrs. Ciark,

Solomon Wagner, .

John Forsythe,

Mr. Atkin, .

Alfred McCully,

H. K. Logan.

Hund & Co.

John R. Savage & Co.

Mr. Smith, .

John Cummings, .

25

None
10

640

Xone
30

Xone

125

2,000

520

10
20

25
30

5

None

3,000

20
5

50

450

None
1,000

.50

None

Phila. Contributionship.

N. Western & Mer. Office,

Fire Association.

100 Merchants' Office and Fire

Association.

Frankford Mutual Office.

6,S00 North Western. Keystone
and Merchants'.

75 Ilarri.sburg Mutual, and
Phila. Contributionship

Fire Association.

Mutual Office.

[Pennsylvania Office.

1,500 Franklin Fire.

Fire Association.

Franklin Fire.

Franklin Fire.

Pennsylvania Office.

10 Franklin Fire Insurance

Merchants Fire Insurance
of New York.

Phila. Contributionship,

Extinguished by
Police.

Exting. by Pol.
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STATEMENT

DATE.
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OF FIEES, &c.

105

Owners of Real Estate.

2. Kockersperger & Co.,

R,obert Arthur & Co., .

k. Lincoln, Trustees of~p

Union Hall, Zoar African

Church. John Wagner,
Geo. Brickman, J. G. Con-

rad, Thomas Uawkinson
and David Kautshler,

Owners of Personal Property

J. Kirk])atrick & Co., .

C. Kockersperger & Co.,

Kobert Arthur, Shceron &
Smith, Mr. Van Dresar, &
H. M. Hammond, .

A. Lincoln,Riebel & Lincoln,

"

Brooks & Crombergcr,
Fisher &, Getz, John Wag-
ner, Zoar Church, Wm. i'.

Davidson, E. G. Brick,

Blrs. S. Sunheimer, Chas.

Brickman, Frederick Kau
and David Rantshler,

1500

220C

30
6S0

Where Insured.

Pennsylvania Office.

Sp. Garden and Franklin.
") fljerchants. Exchange.
V and Franklin Fire In-

j surance.
Merchants, Cash Mutu-

al, Koyal, County In-

surance, Sp. Garden,
American Fire Insu-
rance, State Mutual.
Provincial, Common-
wealth. Delaware Mu-
tual, Fire Association

and Franklin Fire In-

surance.

Remarks.

14
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LOSS AND INSURANCE BY DISTRICTS.

DISTRICTS.
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GENERAL SUMMARY BY DISTRICTS.

DISTRICTS.
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila-

delphia :

Gentlemen:—In accordance with the provisions of the

eighth section of the Ordinance entitled "An Ordinance to

re-organize the Fire Department of the City of Philadelphia,"

I beg leave to submit the foregoing Quarterly Report of Fires

occurring in the City during the last three months, together

with the condition of the Apparatus of the several Companies

composing the Department.

Very respectfully, yours,

B. A. SHOEMAKER,
Chief Engineer of the Fire Departmeut of the City of Fhihiddphia.
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APPENDIX NO 18.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAYS RELATIVE TO A
CULVERT IN MOORE STREET.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Public Highways report

:

That by a resolution of Councils, passed the 8th of March
last, the Chief Commissioner of Highways was directed to

invite proposals for the construction of certain main culverts,

and " directing that the plans and proposals for the construc-

tion of the same shall be submitted to the Committee on

Public Highways, who shall report the same to Councils before

action being taken on the same, and, Provided, that the pay-

ment for the said contracts shall be made in certificates of

City Loan."
In pursuance of the foregoing directions, a plan and specifi-

cations was prepared by the Survey Department for a culvert

in Moore Street, in the First Ward, to extend from Swanson

to Ninth Street, and by public advertisement proposals were

asked for the construction of the same.

The plan and specifications, together with the proposals

received, are herewith transmitted in accordance with the

resolution; and to enable Councils to judge of the aggregate

cost of the work under the several bids, a calculation, based

upon estimates furnished by the Chief Surveyor, of amount of

work of the principal items named in the specifications, gives

the following result for the whole culvert, to wit

:

Thomas C. Nesbit, 847,077 95 James McCloskey, 16,127 86
Robert Pickens, 15,806 00
Lane Schofield, 14,812 55*

L. D. Fuller, 15,246 30
Griifith & Blair, 12,742 75

Andrew Hague, 20,150 25
Thomas R. White, 19,904 61

Edward V. Gillett, 17,241 32

James McKenna, 17,020 10

Which are submitted for the action of Councils.

James M. Gibson, chairman, Geo. A. Binder,

D. C. Enos, Alg'n S. Roberts,

A. F. HoppEL, Wm. B. R. Selby,

O. P. CoRNMAN, B. R. Miller,

W. H, Stokes, P. A. Keyser.

July 12th 1855.
* No bid for masonry.
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Philadelphia, June 18th, 1855.

Proposalfor building Moore Street Culvert.

Gentlemen—I agree to build the said culvert at the fol-

lowing prices

:

Excavation, per cubic yard, - - - - ^00 35
Sewers, per lineal foot

:

Size, 5 feet 6 inches in diameter, per lineal foot, 12 35
" 5 feet " " " 12 15
" 4 feet " " " 7 75
" 3 feet « " " 7 30

Inlets each, from face of back wall outward, 5 feet, 75 00
Inlet connections, 2 feet in diameter, per lineal foot, 1 00
Timber, per cubic foot, _ _ _ _ - 24
Man-hole shafts, per lineal foot, - - - 1 10
Tunneling, " " . _ . . 7 50
Masonry, per perch of 25 cubic feet, - - 3 00

Yours,

Thos. C. Nesbitt, No. 650 south 4th street.

Philadelphia, June 18th, 1855.

To the Chief Commissioner of Highways :

Dear Sir—The undersigned respectfully proposes to build

the Culvert on Moore street, in accordance with the plans and
specifications, at the following prices:

To laying and furnishing all materials to build a 5.]-

feet culvert, per lineal foot, - - - S4 25
Excavation, per cubic yard, _ _ _ - 20
Masonry, including all materials, per perch, - 3 00
Timber, per thousand, - - - - - 20 00
Inlets, 4 inch wall connections, , - - - 2 00
Inlets each, - - - - - - -75 00
To building 5 feet culvert, per lineal foot, including

all materials, _ . - _ _ 4 00
4 feet culvert, do do do 3 50
3 feet culvert, do do do 3 00
And for all other items the same as is bid in connection for

the 5^2 feet culvert ; and should there be any tunneling the

estimate of the engineer will be taken for the same.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrew Hague.
Good and sufficient security will be given, if required.
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The subscribers hereby propose to buihl the Culvert from
Swanson to Ninth Street, and find the materials, according to

the plan and published specifications, viz :

For a 9 inch culvert, 5 ft. 6 inch diameter, per lineal ft,, S3 80
" " 5 feet diameter " " 3 50
" " 4 feet " . " " 2 62^

" 3 feet
" " " 2 371

All the above diameters to be in the clear inside.

For excavations, filling up, ramming and hauling dirt left,

55 cents a yard.

For building the tunneling part, if any, and materials,

S3 75 per line>il foot.

For connections of drains with sewers per extra, as also

sewers and drains met with, according to amount required.

For man-hole shafts, per lineal foot, $1 32.

For inlets, as per specifications, $56 per piece.

For inlet connections, of 2 feet^'G inches diameter, S2 20
per lineal foot.

Timber, per superficial foot, two cents.

For masonry and materials, per perch of 25 cubic feet,

$2 75.

And for the faithful performance of which they stand pre-

pared, if it shall be required, to furnish ample security.

Thos. R. White,
Michael M. Andry, Coates and Tamarind Sts.

Philadelphia, June 18^A, 1855.

Philadelphia, June 18th, 1855.

To the Commissioners of Highways :

Gentlemen—I propose to build the Culvert in Moore
Street from Swanson to Ninth Street, according to your ad-

vertisement and specification, of the following dimensions, for

the following prices

:

For excavation, per cubic yard, _ - - $00 38
Culvert from Swanson to Front street, 647 feet, 5 feet

6 inches, per lineal foot, - - - 3 28

Culvert from Front to Jefferson Avenue, 1175 feet, 5

feet, per lineal foot, _ _ - - 3 06

Culvert from Jefferson Avenue to Seventh Street, 1613

feet, 4 feet, per lineal foot, - - - 2 57
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Culvert from Seventh to Ninth Street, 885 feet, 3 feet,

per lineal foot, $2 07
Inlets, from face of back wall out, each, - - 60 00
Inlet connection, 2 feet 6 inches in diameter, per lineal

foot, ------- 2 07
Man-hole shaft, per lineal foot, - - - - 1 64
Timber, per cubic foot, _ _ _ _ 20
Tunneling, per lineal foot, - - - - 3 52
Masonry, per perch, of 25 cubic feet, - - 2 27

All the above work to be done in the most durable manner,
according to the instructions of the Surveyor or Engineer
superintending the work, including all the fiUing, ramming,
draining and repaving streets, for the prices above mentioned.

Edward V. Gillett.

Philadelphia, June 18th, 1855.

To the Commissioners of Highivays

:

Gentlemen—I propose to build the Culvert in Moore
Street, from Swanson to Ninth Street, according to your
advertisement and specification, of the following dimensions,

for the following prices :

For excavation, per cubic yard, - _ _ ^00 36
Culvert from Swanson to Front Street. 647 feet, 5 feet

6 inches, per lineal foot, - - - 3 28
Culvert from Front to Jefferson Avenue, 1175 feet, 5

feet, per lineal foot, _ - _ - 3 06
Culvert from Jefferson Avenue to Seventh Street, 1613

feet, 4 feet, per lineal foot, - - - 2 55
Culvert from Seventh to Ninth Street, 885 feet, 3 feet,

per lineal foot, ----- 2 05
Inlets, from face of back wall out, each, - - 60 00
Inlet connections, 2 feet 6 inches in diameter, per lineal

foot, 2 05
Man-hole shafts, per lineal foot, - - - - 1 62
Timber, per cubic foot, ----- 18

Tunneling, per lineal foot, - - - - 3 50
Masonry, per perch, of 25 cubic feet, - - 2 25

All the above work to be done in the most durable manner,

according to the instructions of the Surveyor or Engineer

superintending the work, including all the filling, ramming,
draining and repaving streets, for the prices above mentioned.

James McKenna.
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Masonry, _ . - SS 25 per perch.

Excavation, - - - [13|] 63 1 per cubic yard

Yours, respectfully,

Robert Picken,

Margaretta below Chestnut St., 24th Ward.

Philadelphia, June 18th, 1855.

To the Committee on Highways

:

Gentlemen—I agree to do all the excavations that may
be required in constructing a Culvert in Moore Street, from

the west side of Swanson Street to the west side of Ninth

Street, for 35 cents per cubic yard. I will do all the tunnel-

ing that may be required for 5^2 85 per lineal foot. I will

furnish all the cut-stone necessary for building the inlets for

25 cents per superficial foot, or will complete each inlet, from

the corner of the street to the connection of the main culvert,

for $70. Should any cradling be required, I will find it for

75 cents per lineal foot. I will furnish lumber at the follow-

ing prices:—Hemlock, $12 per 1000 feet; oar poles, $25;
second common, $25; third common, $17 50 ; raft bar poles,

75 cents to $1. I will construct each man-hole that may be

necessary for $10. I will construct the culvert of 647 feet in

length for $4 per lineal foot; the culvert of 1175 feet for

$2 50 ; the culvert of 1613 feet for $2 10 ; and the culvert of

8S5 feet in length, for $1 75 per lineal foot.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

Lane Schofield, No. 81 South 12th Street.

Philadelphia, June 16th, 1855.

To the Commissioners of Highways

:

Gentlemen—I propose to build the Culvert in Moore
Street, from Swanson to Ninth Streets, according to your

specification, of the following dimensions, as follows :

Excavation, per cubic yard, _ _ _ $00 35
Culvert, Swanson to Front Streets, 647 feet, 5 feet 6

inches diameter, per lineal foot, - 3 25
Culvert, Front to Jefferson Avenue, 1175 feet, 5 feet

diameter, per lineal foot, - - - 2 50
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room for proper keying to ensure stability ; but in no case will

tunneling be allowed, unless with the express sanction of the

Chief Engineer and Surveyor, when it shall be prosecuted in

accordance with his directions, &c.

The Contractor shall, at his own expense, shore up, sling,

protect, alter, divert, restore and make good, as may be neces-

sary, all water pipes, gas pipes, sewers, drains, buildings,

fences or other properties, which may be disturbed or injured

during the progress of the work.

The material excavated to be laid compactly on the side of

the trench, and kept neatly trimmed up, so as to be as little

inconvenience as possible to the public traffic or adjoining

tenants.

The Contractor shall, at his own expense, pump out, or

otherwise remove any water which may exist in the trenches,

and shall form drains or other works necessary for keeping the

excavations clear of water during the progress of the work.

In case of running sand, or other bad or treacherous ground,

the work shall be proceeded with day and night without inter-

ruption, if so directed by the District Surveyor; and in all

cases of increased work, or work not specified, arising from

whatever causes, except from carelessness or neglect on the

part of the Contractor, shall be paid for as extra work at the

estimate of the Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

The sides of the excavation shall be supported with suitable

timber, whenever necessary, the Contractor to be held respon-

sible for all damage w^hich may happen to the neighboring

properties, or in any other way, from neglect of this precau-

tion. In any case in which the Surveyor shall direct that

timber shall be left and buried in the trench, the cost of the

timber shall be allowed, unless the necessity for leaving has

arisen from carelessness or neglect as aforesaid, in which case

the timber will not be paid for.

The sewer to be built of good, sound, hard-burnt bricks, of

such forms as are designated on drawing, uniform in length
;

the top, from springing line, to be laid in mortar composed of

clean, washed river sand and wood-burnt lime, mixed in such

proportions as shall be approved by the District Surveyor.

The brick-work must be well bonded, the joints to be struck

flush with face of work, and to be in no instance over § of an

inch in thickness ; the invert to be laid dry and covered to

springing line with a coating of thick cement at least \ of an
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inch m thickness, with a smooth and regularly sloping surface

All centering to be furnished by the Contractor.

All junctions and connections of drains with the sewer to

be made with a curve in direction of the current of sewer, with

the largest admissible radius, to be given by District Surveyor.

All sewers or drains met with or cut through, shall be con-

nected as indicated, or, if so desired, they shall be perfectly

restored to the same condition as before the commencement
of the work.

The ground shall be carefully filled in and the work backed

up in a proper manner as it proceeds, and shall be properly

rammed down in the whole excavation, after the completion

of such lengths of the sewer as may be directed.

Man-hole shafts shall be constructed in such positions, and
of such forms and dimensions, as may be directed by District

Surveyor.

The Contractor shall replace all paving, or other surface

material which may have been disturbed, to the satisfaction

and approval of the Chief Commissioner of Highways.

It is further understood that all iron-work of sewers and

man-holes be furnished by the City, and final estimate shall

not be paid until a certificate of approval from the Chief En-
gineer and Surveyor is exhibited.

The following items to be specified in proposals

:

Excavation, per cubic yard, _ _ _ _ ^00 24
Sewers, per lineal foot, specifying sizes ; 1st size, $2.60

;

2d, 2.10 ; 3d, 1.70 ; 4th, 1.47.

Inlets, each, from face of back wall outward, 5 feet, 30 00

Inlet connections, 2 ft. 6 in. diameter, per foot lineal, 80
Timber, per cubic foot, ----- 18

Man-hole shafts, per foot lineal, - - - - 75
Tunneling, per foot lineal, - - - - 2 00

Masonry, per perch of twenty-five cubic feet, - 2 50

Thomas Birch, Esq., Chief Commissioner of Highioays :

Sir—We, the undersigned, agree to construct the above

named Culvert at the above prices.

Very respectfully,

William B. Griffith,

John Blair.

Philadelphia, June \Qth, 1355.

16
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APPENDIX No. 19.

AN ORDINANCE
To regulate the Public Printing and Binding, and for other purpose?.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That of the journals of the respective

Chambers copies shall be printed : Provided, That
the journals of each Chamber shall be composed of the record-

ing or Clerk's Journal, and an Appendix containing the docu-
ments to be printed.

Sect. 2. The printers of each Chamber, in making out

their bills, shall furnish the number of ems of composition,

and the number of tokens of press work which they may have
performed, and the quantity of paper furnished ; and for the

performance of the said work, thirty-seven and one-half cents

per thousand ems, and thirty-seven and one-half cents per

token, and one-half cent per sheet only, for paper, shall be

allowed ; and for printing one hundred and twenty-five copies

of the bills, one dollar for each printed page only shall be

allowed.

Sect. 3. There shall be printed of the ordinances

copies.

Sect. 4. The said printers shall have the ordinances, jour-

nals, reports, messages, bills and other documents executed

in the following manner, to wit:—The ordinances, journals,

reports, messages and documents on super and royal paper, in

octavo form, and neat long primer type—each page to con-

tain, as near as may be, two thousand one hundred ems;
except rule and figure work, which shall be in brevier or

smaller type, whenever such work shall exceed one page ; and

in no case hereafter shall any tables or rule and figure work be

printed, except in consecutive pages of octavo form. The bills,

in folio form, on pica type ; each full page to contain not less

than thirty lines of the usual length, with pica blank between
each line; and to contain not less than twelve hundred ems
exclusive of riglet spacing.

Sect. 5. The said printers shall fold, gather, stitch, col-

late, bind and deliver the ordinances, journals, reports, mes-

sages, bills and other papers and documents as shall be required

to be folded, gathered, collated, bound and stitched, for which
they shall be paid at the following rates, to wit

:

When a document does not exceed one sheet, fifty cents
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per one hundred copies, and twenty-five cents per hundred
copies for every additional sheet.

Covering the ordinances, journals and documents, when
required twenty-five cents per one hundred copies.

The bills shall be folded, stitched, cut and delivered at six

and one-fourth cents per page : Provided, That no binding

shall be executed by the said printers, to be paid for by the

city, for any member of either Council, or any oflficer thereof,

unless the same shall be ordered by a separate or joint reso-

lution.

Sect. 6. All legislative and executive documents and reports

communicated to both Chambers, shall be printed by the prin-

ter of one Chamber only ; and the proper committees of the

respective Chambers, acting in conjunction for that purpose,

shall fairly distribute the same between the printers of the two
Chambers ; and no clerk shall send any such document or

report to the printer until said committees shall have decided

by whom the same shall be printed ; and the said committees

shall determine which of the said printers shall ])rint the ordi-

nances of the Councils.

Sect. 7. All the printing of the executive and different

departments shall be done for the prices and upon the terras

herein provided, in regard to that of the respective Chambers.

Sect. 8. Before any bill shall be paid for printing, cutting,

stitching, folding or binding, as herein provided for, the same
shall be verified by affidavit, to be justly and correctly stated,

and according to law.

Sect. 9. Additional documents printed by order of either

Chamber, shall be printed as extra copies of that poition of

he journal in which they are contained ; and the price of the

paper and press work only shall be charged : Provided, That

one dollar per sheet shall be allowed for transposition of the

matter of extra copies.

Sect. 10. Each Chamber being entitled to elect its own
oflficers, besides the printer elected by each Chamber, there

shall be chosen by the joint vote of the Select and Common
Councils, three daily papers, or the owners thereof, in which

newspapers shall be inserted all public advertising for the said

city, and there shall be paid for the same no greater rates

than those charged to be paid by citizens for advertisements

inserted by them in such papers.

Sect. 11. So much of any ordinance as is hereby altered

or supplied, is hereby repealed.
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APPENDIX No. 20.

AN ORDINANCE

To provide for the release of damages for opening streets and for other

purposes.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, Whenever it is desired that any street

laid upon any of the public plans of the City shall be opened,

it shall be lawful for the persons desirinoj to have the same
opened, to give notice thereof to the Chief Commissioner of

Highways, whose duty it shall be, in conjunction with the

Chief Surveyor and Engineer, to examine such street so pro-

posed to be opened, and make an estimate of the damages
which the owners of the ground to be taken by such street

may sustain by the opening thereof. And it shall be the duty

of the said Chief Commissioner to recover from the owners of

the ground through or over which such proposed street may
pass, releases or arguments in such form as the City Solicitor

shall approve or prepare, releasing or indemnifying the City

from the payment of damages to such owners or others for or

on account of the opening of the said street.

Sect. 2. That the said Chief Commissioner of Highways,

in conjunction with the said Chief Surveyor and Engineer,

shall also make an estimate of the cost for grading and paving

such street which will be incurred by the City in case the said

street should be opened, graded and paved ; and it shall be

the duty of the said Chief Commissioner of Highways to receive

from the persons desiring to have such street opened any in-

strument in writing which the City Solicitor shall advise,

binding such persons to defray the cost or expense of grading

and paving such street.

Sect. 3. That it shall be the duty of the said Commissioner

of Highways, after such estimates shall have been made, to

make report to the Common Council of the application for

opening such street, with the estimates so required, as afore-

said, to be made, together with any such releases or arguments

drawn, as aforesaid, and received by him. And he shall also

report particularly where such street is situated, how it will,

if opened, be connected with other streets already opened, and

how near such street will be to parts of the City already built,

and his opinion of the importance and value to the City of such

street, if opened.
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Sect. 4. That in case the City Councils shal], by ordinance,
order such street to be opened, or give notice thereof, then
such releases and arguments so taken by the Chief Commis-
sioner of Highways, as aforesaid, shall become binding upon
the parties thereto.

APPENDIX No. 21.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, JULY 19tH, 1855.

The Committee on Finance submit the following report, the
data for which has been taken from statements and reports of
the several departments, (mainly from the report of the City
Controller,) which they also submit with this report. The
City Controller's report is that upon which they have chiefly

relied, as it is the duty of this officer to exhibit " all the re-

ceipts and expenditures of the City," " the sources from which
the revenues and funds are derived, and in what manner the

same has been disbursed," and to show "in detail the several

appropriations made by City Councils, the amount drawn on
each appropriation, and the balance standing to the debit or

credit of each such appropriation."

This is the duty of the Controller, and the several other

departments of the executive government should furnish to his

office, statements and reports, which would enable him to dis-

charge that duty, and to keep the City Councils advised of

the financial condition of the City.

The report which your committee submit is

—

1st. Of the condition of the finances of the City for the cur-

rent fiscal year, of the receipts and expenditures for the public

service to the end of the year, and including the payment of

interest which will fall due on the first of January, 1856
;

showing the probable deficit of the receipts to meet the ex-

penditures.

There was in the Treasury on the 1st ofJanu-

ary, 1855, a balance in cash, of . ^172,598 20
The ordinary and extraordinary

receipts into the Treasury from all

sources of revenue, actual and esti-

mated, as per report of the City

Controller, is the sum of $4,047,076 00
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From which the committee de-

duct this sum, being the excess of

the Controller's estimate, of the

Taxes for 1855, over th -.t of the

Receiver of Taxes, ^70,884 52
Also the excess of

the estimate of the

Controller, of the

Taxes of 1853-54,

over the estimate of

the Receiver of Taxes, 87,100 25 157,984 77
3,889,091 23

* The Sinking Fund applicable to the pay-

ment of the Funded Debt falling due within the

current fiscal year, is added to the receipts, . 105,000 00
* The committee estimate that there will be

received from the sale of the real property of

the City, authorized by Act of Assembly to be

sold, also applicable to the payment of the

Funded Debt, the sum of . '. . . 155,228 00

Total amount of receipts, actual and esti-

mated, for current fiscal year, . . iS4,321,917 43
'I he ordinary and extraordinary expenditures,

actual and estimated, to be required within the

current fiscal year, as per report of the Con-
troller, is the sum of .... 4,948,56816

The committee have estimated that there

will be required the adtlitional sums,

1st. For the public lamps, . . . 100,000 00
2d. To meet gratuities to Fire Companies

and contingencies, ..... 125,000 00
The committee also add the sum specifically

borrowed to biiikl the bridge at Chestnut street,

and used for the general purposes of the trea-

sury, this sum 125,000 00
They also estimate that there will be required

for the payment of the interest on the funded

debt, on the 1st of January, 1856, the sum of 450,000 00

$5,748,568 16
* The two sums of $105,000 00 and $155,223 00, being equal to the sum of

1260,228 00, the amount of Funded Debt falling due within the year.
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The committee estimate that there will be

saved of the appropriation of $337,020 10, to

pay certain claims before consolidation, a sum
which will not be required equal to . 30,000 00

Ordinary and extraordinary expenditures,

actual and estimated, for current fiscal year, $5,718,568 16

From which deduct receipts, actual and esti-

mated, as stated, 4,321,917 43

Deficit, $1,396,650 73
It is estimated that the deduction of taxes for

rural portions of the City will amount to the

sum of $40,930 50, which must be added to

the deficit, 40,930 50

$1,437,581 23
There has been issued on account of appro-

priations to the Highway Department, Certifi-

cates of Loan amounting to $100,000, and a

further issue will be required for the settlement

of outstanding contracts, payable in bonds,

$25,000, which sums are therefore deducted, 125,000 00

Leaving a cash deficit of . . . $1,312,581 23
The Committee estimate that there may be

saved by proper economy, from the unexpended

balance of appropriation to Highways, the sum
of $200,000

There is an estimated excess in the

appropriation for the Police of . 20,000 220,000 00

The estimated deficit of the receipts to meet

the expenditures, actual and estimated, in-

cluding the estimated interest on the funded

debt, payable on the first day of January, 1856, $1,092,581 23

2d. Of the condition of the finances of the City, separating

the items of the foregoing statement, so as to show first, an

estimate of the deficit, resulting from the transactions of pre-

vious years ; second, an estimate of the deficit for the current

fiscal year.
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Receipts and Expenditures not pertaining to the current year.

RECEIPTS.

Balance in the Treasury, Janu-
ary 1, 1855, .

Extraordinary receipts for 1855,
as estimated by the

Controller, . 883,237 00
LcvSs the excess of his

estimate of the

amount to be re-

alized from the

taxes of 1853-4,
over that of the

Receiver of Taxes, 87,100 25

Sinking Fund applicable to the

redemption of funded debt,

Estimated receipts from sales of

real estate to cover the balance

of the funded debt, maturing
in 1855, say,

172,598 20

796,136 75

105,000 00

155,228 00
1,228,962 95

EXPENDITURES.

Sundry expenses incurred in 1854 and paid

within the current year, as per Controller's

statement, viz :

Department of Highways,
Police,

Markets,

City Commissioners,

Water,
Board of Health,

Public Schools,

Guardians of the Poor,

Lighting the City,

196.037 78
53,696 57
1,288 68

21,578 85
45,368 80
4,323 87

135,279 04
9,610 93

141,911 09
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Extraordinary appropriation to

Department of City Property

for Gerraantown Hall and

Public Suares, . . 40,000 00
Appropriation to pay

certain claims ex-

isting prior to the

extension of the

boundaries of the

City, . . 337,020 10
Less the am't which

will not be required

for that purpose, say,30,000,00 307,020 10
Principal of loans maturing in '55, 260,228 00
Appropriation for State House, 13,500 58

Do. for market site to

G. W. Brown, 79,500 00
Do. for overpaid taxes, 1,912 88

Amount borrowed in 1852, for

building a bridge over the

Schuylkill at Chestnut street,

and diverted to other pur-

poses in 1854, . . . 125,000 00
Damages paid Mrs. O'Callahan, 1,250 00
Cost of sundry gold medals, 918 09
Amount transferred from ac-

count of current year for in-

terest due January 1, 1855,

an equal sum having been

added to the current expendi-

tures of 1855, to cover inte-

rest due Januarv 1, 1856, 450,000 00
$1,888,425 26

Showing a deficit growing out of transac-

tions prior to 1st January, 1855, of 659,462 31

Of this sum $100,000 has been funded by the

issue of Certificates of Loan, and a further

issue will be required of $25,000 in settle-

ment of outstanding contracts, payable in

bonds, . ... . . 125,000 00

Leaving a cash deficit of $534,462 31

17
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Ordinary Receipts and Expenditures for 1855.

RECEIPTS.

Tax duplicate, . . $2,009,098 00
Less Receiver's estimated

abatement for errors, allow-

ances and discount, 279,982 52
-



APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 131

Showing a deficit of, . . . . ^737,188 42
Which would be increased by the passage of

the pending ordina..ce abating 66 cents of

the taxes in certain districts, . . 40,930 50

778,118 92
Of the foregoing items, it is believed that

^20,000 of the appropriation to the Depart-

ment of Police will not be required, and
that Councils may prevent the expenditure

of $150,000 for new paving, and 5^50,000

for other items in the appropriation to the

Department of Highways, making together, 220,000 00

And reducing the estimated deficit for 1855, to $558,118 92

Estimated deficit for 1855, as above, 558,118 92
Do. Do. for previous years, 534,462 31

Making an aggregate deficit of, $1,092,581 23

The committee are aware that there is now before Councils

an application from the Guardians of the Poor, for an addi-

tional appropriation of seventy-five thousand five hundred

dollars, and besides appropriations of other small sums have

been proposed. It is deemed most prudent, without express-

ing any opinion as to the propriety of making sub-appropria-

tions, that the committee should bring them into view in

presenting a report of our financial condition.

It will be perceived that the foregoing statements are

founded in part upon estimates of receipts from various sources

of revenue, and of expenditures made or which may be re-

quired. They are to be relied upon therefore, as approxi-

mating to, and not as the actual truth.

The committee refrain at present from any consideration

of the causes which have produced the necessity for a loan,

but it is proper, nevertheless, that they should emphatically

declare as their opinion

—

1st. That the sale of the real estate which by the Act

of the 21st of April, A. D. 1855, entitled, " A supplement to

the Act consolidating the City of Philadelphia," is authori-

zed to be sold to pay debts, is demanded by every considera-

tion of wise economy, sound policy and the public welfare.
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2d. That in the administration of our fiscal affairs, an en-

lightened and rigid economy should be practised and enforced

by Councils.

3d. That no system of finance which looks to loans to meet

the ordinary or current expenses of the government ought to

be tolerated. It being decidedly preferable to meet any

excess of such expenses over the ordinary revenue by an

increase of taxation, rather than by a resort to such expe-

dients.

4th. That this should be the inflexible policy of the City

government, anil the expenses, including the payment of the

interest on the public debt, should be confined within the

revenues.

All of which is submitted,

Thumas Craven, chairman, P. A. Keyser,
James L. Hand, W. O. Kline,

Chas. B. Penrose, John Welsh,
Wm. C. Patterson, O. P. Cornman,
Algernon S. Roberts, Jas. Davenport,
Wm. B. R. Selby, J. F. Knorr.
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A Statement sliowing the ordinary and extraordinary Dishursements,

as also the ordinary and extraordinary Receipts of the City of Phila-

delphia for the year 1855, compiled in the Department of the City

Controller.

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS.

The amount of the appropriation for the year 1855, $877,932 49

The extraordinary expense of this department
for the year 1854, viz :

Amount expended for labor, $94,000 00
salaries, 3,200 00

" " cleaning
streets, .... 6,960 00

Amount expended for fluid, - 1,967 14
" " surveying, 2,442 83

squares, 1,000 00
contracts, 75,553 81

" damages for opening streets, 10,914 00
$196,037 78

The ordinary expense of this department for

the year 1855, viz :

Amount expended for salaries, $37,584 00
" " cleaning

streets, .... 75,000 00
Amount expended for incidentals, 11,537 62

repairs, 55,000 00
contracts, 75,000 00

$254,121 62

The extraordinary expense of this department
for the year 1855, being the balance of the

appropriation to be expended for new
paving, grading, &c. &c., . - - $427,773 09
^ "^ ^ $877,932 49

POLICE DEPARTMENT.

The amount of the appropriation in this department for the

year 1855, is ....... $560,586 57

The extraordinary expenses of this depart-

ment for the year 1854, viz

:

Salaries, materials furnished, and small bills, $53,696 57

The ordinary expenses of this department for

the year 1855, viz :

Salaries, Mayor, Marshal, po-

lice, &c., - - - $487,400 00

Rent of station houses, - - 3,395 00

Fuel, .... 1,250 00

Conveyance for prisoners, - 2,500 00

Gas and water rent, - - 1,120 00

Incidentals, - - . - 1,250 00
498,165 00

The extraordinary expense of this department

for the year 1855, being the balance of the

appropriation to be expended for contingent

expenses, - - - - - - $8,725 00 $560,586 57
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DEPARTMENT OF MARKET HOUSES.

The amount of the appropriation for this department for

the year 1855, is $11,716 68
The extraordinary expenses of this depart-
ment for the year 1854, - - - $1,288 68

The ordinary expenses of this department for

the year 1855, viz :

Salaries of Commissioner and
clerks, .... $6,300 00

Ground rents, - - - - 978 00

7,278 00
The extraordinary expenses of this depart-

ment for the year 1855, being the balance
of the appropriation to be expended for re-

pairs of markets, temporary clerk hire,

&c. &c., 3,150 00
$11,716 68

DEPARTMENT OF CITY COMMISSIONERS.

The amount of the appropriation for this department for

the year 1855, $184,291 38
The extraordinary expenses of this depart-
ment for the year 1854, will be, for salaries,

late Coroner, extra election, repairs, in-

dexing, witnesses, road jurors, advertising,

stationery, duplicates, - - - - $21,578 85
The ordinary expense of this department for

the year 1855, will be.

Salaries in office, - - $11,000 00
Salary of District Attorney, - 4,000 00

Clerk of Quarter Sessions, 3,500 00
Coroner, - - 6,000 00
Sheriff, - - - 4,000 00
tipstaves, - - 17,500 00
jurymen, - - 30,000 00

The pay of witnesses, - - 1,000 00
The cost of elections, - - 30,000 00
The pay of assessors for 1855, 20,000 00
The cost of fuel, - - - 1,000 00
The pay of road jurors, - 15,000 00

Auditor, - - 200 00— $129,700 00
The extraordinary expense of this department

for the year 1855, being the balance of the
appropriation to be expended for adver-
tising, stationery, making out tax dupli-
cates, repairs, &c. &c., ... 33,012 53

$184,291 38
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DEPARTMENT OF WHARVES AND LANDINGS.

The amount of appropriation for this department for the

year 1855, - - $4,950 00
The ordinary expense for salary, wages, &c.,

for 1855, $1,661 00
The extraordinary for cleaning docks, repairs, 3,289 00

$4,950 00

DEPARTMENT OF CITY PROPERTY.

The amount of the appropriation for this department for

the year 1855, $78,181 31
The ordinary expenses of this department for

the year 1855, will be

—

Salaries, - - - - $22,008 00
Rent of office for Controller and

Treasurer, - - - - 3,000 00
Wages, &c.,atthe tobacco warehouse, 1,842 00
Taxes, 1,500 00
Ground rents, interests and mort-

gages, - . - . 7,372 00
$35,622 00

The extraordinary expenses of this depart-

ment for the year 1855 will be, for building
Germantown Hall, fitting up Independence
Hall, grading and planting trees in public

squares, iron fences, stationery and gene-

ral office expenses, .... $2,439 26
Extra, 1854, 40,122 05

?,181 31

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

The amount of the appropriation for this department for

the year 1855, - -_ $592,142 04

The ordinary expense of this department for

the year 1855, will be

—

Salaries of teachers, housekeep-
ers, clerks, &c., - - $360,000 00

Rent of school houses, ground
and water rents, - - 30,000 00

Expense of night schools, - 21,000 00

Fuel, .... 19,000 00
$430,000 00

The extraordinary expenses of this depart-

ment for the year 1854, for repairs, new
buildings, &c., 135,279 04

Extra, 1855, 26,861 00
$592,142 04
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LAW DEPARTMENT.

Tlie amount of appropriation to this Depart-
ment for the year 1855, $17,430 00

The ordinary expenses for the year 1855,
salaries of Solicitor and Assistant Solici-

tors, &c., - - - - $10,608 00
Cost in suits, - - - . 250 00
Sheriff's costs, &c., - - 4,250 00

$15,108 00

$17,430 00

The extraordinary expense for the year 1855,

filing leins and miscellaneous, 2,322 00

DEPARTMENT OF CITY CONTROLLER.

The amount of appropriation to this Depart-
ment for the year 1855, ------ $14,110 00

The ordinary expense for the year 1855,

Salaries of Controller and Clerks, $10,584 00
The extraordinary expense for the year 1855, 3,526 00

$14,110 00

DEPARTMENT OF CITY TREASURER.

The amount of appropriation to this Depart-
ment for the year 1855, $18,050 00

The ordinary expenses of this Department for

the year 1855, will be for salaries, $10,580 00
The extraordinary expenses for 1855, for

certificates, furniture, temporary clerks, 7,470 00
$18,050 00

CLERKS OF COUNCILS.

The amount of appropriation to the Clerks
of Councils for the year 1855, $30,000 00

The ordinary expenses in this Department
for the year 1855 will be, for

Salaries, - . - . $8,280 00
Printing and stationery, 8,720 00

$17,000 00
The extraordinary expenses in this Depart-

ment for incidentals, ... - 13,000 00

$30,000 00

PRISON INSPECTORS.

The amount of appropriation to this Depart-
ment for the year 1855, .-.-.. $70,871 00

The ordinary expenses of this Department
For salaries, - - - $23,128 00
Debtors' apartment, - - 1,850 00
Fuel, 3,625 00
Supplies, .... 41,000 00

$69,603 00
The extraordinary expenses will be.

For repairs, &c., 1,268 00
$70,871 00



APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 137

RECEIVER OF TAXES.

The amount of appropriation to this Depart-

ment for the year 1855, $18,361 08

The ordinary expenses of this Department,
Salaries, $9,700 00

Expenses incident to office, - . - 650 00

$10,350 00

The extraordinary expense of this Depart-

ment, for carriage hire, printing, tempo-
rary clerks, &c., $8,011 08

$18,361 08

DEPARTMENT OF WATER.

The amount of appropriation to this Depart-

ment for the year 1855, -:;-- $246,753 80

The amount of ordinary expenses in this De-

partment for

Salaries, .... $66,000 00

Wages, &c., - - - 43,574 90

Distribution of water, - 15,100 00

Taxes, &c., - - - - 5,000 00
$129,674 90

The extraordinary expense in this Depart-

ment for the year 1854, for wages, carpen-

tering, coal, lumber, stone, contracts, &c., 45,368 80

The extraordinary expenses in this Depart-

ment for the year 1855, for wages, car-

pentering, coal, contracts, &c., 71,710 10

$246,753 80

BOARD OF HEALTH.

The amount of appropriation to this Depart-

ment for the year 1855, $39,943 87

The ordinary expense of this Department for

salaries, incidental expenses, - - $23,737 00

The extraordinary expense of the Department
for claims for the year 1854, . . - 4,323 87

The extraoi-dinary expense for the year 1855,

Removing nuisances and expense of com-
mittees, &c. 11,883 00

$39,943 87

GUARDIANS OF THE POOR.

The amount of appropriation to this Depart-

ment for the year 1855, $224,474 63

The ordinary expense of this Department for

1855, for salaries, supplies, and relief, &c., $205,882 00

The extraordinary expense of this Department

for the year 1854, for salaries, supplies,

and relief, ------- 9,610 93

The extraordinary expenses of this Depart-

ment for the year 1855, for repairs, &c., 8,981 70

18
' t-

$224,474 63
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\

CITY ICE BOAT.

The amount of the appropriation to this De-
partment for the year 1855, $7,500 00

The ordinary expense of the ice boat for

salaries, _ 1,000 00
The extraordinary expense for the year 1855,

for fuel, wages of officers and crew, &c., 6,500 00
$7,500 00

DEPARTMENT OF GAS.

The amount of appropriation for lighting the

city for the year 1855, _ $167,535 56
The ordinary expense of this Department for

salaries of lamplighters, - - - $14,280 00
The extraordinary expense for the year 1854,

for pipe, coal, wages, lamps, repairs and
meters, lumber, gas, lead, &c., &c., 141,911 09

The extraordinary expense for the year 1855,

being the balance of the appropriation, 11,344 47
$167,535 56

GENERAL ORDINARY EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.

Interest on the Funded Debt, $965,908 10

Redeemed Loans for the year 1855, - - - 260,228 00
Sinking Fund, 105,000 00
House of Refuge, 13,000 00

Vaccine Physicians, - 1,000 00

$1,345,136 10

GENERAL EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.

Certain claims prior to Consolidation, . - - $337,020 10
Temporary Loans, 325,000 00
State House, 13,500 58
Brown's Property, - 79,500 00
To refund overpaid Taxes, - - - - - 1,912 88
Mrs. O'Callahan, 1,250 00
Northern Home, Rosine, &c., 4,500 00

Gold Medals, 918 09

$763,601 65

controller's STATEMENT.

A Statement sJiowing ordinary and extraordinary Receipts of the City

of Philadelphia,

Departments. Ordinary. Extraordinary. ' Totals.

Highways, - - - $90,000 00 $58,000 00 $148,000 00

Water, .... 395,000 00 62,000 00 457,000 00

Law, .... 50,000 00 30,000 00 80,000 00

Amounts carried forward, $535,000 00 $150,000 00 $685,000 00
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Amounts brought forward, $535,000 00
Wharves and Landings, - 65,000 00
Markets, - - - 68,525 00
City Property, - - 37,164 00
Lighting the City, - 37,000 00
Police, - - . . 150 00
Guardians of Poor, - 30,000 00
Board of Health, - - 30,000 00
Public Schools, - - 31,000 00
Ice boat, - - - 5,000 00
Interest on stocks, - 515,000 00
Taxes for 1855, - - 1,800,000 00

1854, -

1853,

Eegistered taxes.

Old corporation taxes and debts,

Fines and penalties, - 10,000 00
Surveyors, &c..

$150,000 00
4,405 00

33,000 00

1,412 00

481,456 00
138,964 00
35,000 00
38,000 00

1,000 00

$085,000 00
69,405 00
68,525 00
37,164 00
70,000 00

150 00
30,000 00
30,000 00
31,000 00
6,412 00

515,000 00
1,800,000 00
481,456 00
138,964 00
35,000 00
38.000 00
10,000 00
1,000 00

$3,163,839 00 $883,237 00 $3,947,076 00

RECAPITULATION.
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The ordinary expenses for the year 1S55, $3,209,482 62
" receipts « " 3,163,839 00

45,643 62

The extraordinary expense for the year 1855, $1,739,085 54
« receipts « " 883,237 00

$855,748 54
The following amounts were contracted prior to 1855, but were payable during this year,

viz : Department of
Highways, $196,037 78
Police, 53,696 57

Markets, 1,288 68

City Commissioners, 21,578 85
Public Schools, 1855, 162,142 04
Water, 45,368 80
Board of Health, 4,323 87
Guardians of the Poor, 9,610 93
Lighting of the City, 141,91109
Certain claims, 337,020 10

Total, .... $972,978 71

Receiptsfrom Departments and Miscellaneous, for the year

1855, up to June 30M, 1855, inclusive.

DEPARTMENTS.

Highways, - - - - $10,690 68
City Railroad, - - 7,059 70

$17,750 38

Receiver of Taxes for 1854, S378,781 99

Do. 1855, 764,160 00
Do. Registered, 2,605 09

Do. County, 1853, 64,018 98

Do. School, 1853, 30,394 32
Sl,239,960 38

Water, - - 313,446 73

Wharves and Landings, - - . - 31,599 11

Law, 49,504 84

City Property, 16,536 97

Markets, 56,920 97

Surveyors, 464 69

Guardians of Poor, 14,230 70

Board of Health, 11,037 20

Trustees of Ice Boat, 6,411 98

$1,757,862 98

MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS.

Interest on stocks and mortgages, - - $223,137 41

Fines and penalties, ----- 3,313 96

Corporation taxes, . - . - 22,438 86

$2,006,753 21
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APPENDIX No. 22.

AN ORDINANCE

To prohibit the disbursement of public or corporate money for ban-
queting, or the purchase of vinous, spirituous or malt liquors, &c.,

for the use of the officers of the government.

Sect. 1. That the expenditure or disbursement of corporate

or public money of the City, or money belonging to any public

trust in the care of, or vested in the City, in the purchase of

cigars, tobacco, wines, brandy, whiskey, beer, ale or any

other vinous, spirituous or malt liquor ; or for feeding, ban-

queting, or the entertainment of any member of the City

Councils, or any officer or officers of the City government, or

of any other person or persons, is hereby strictly prohibited.

And it shall be the duty of the City Controller, in scrutinizing

and auditing the public accounts of the said City and of the

trusts in their care, to reject from any such account any and

every charge for such expenditure or disbursement ; and he

shall have power, and he is hereby required to examine on

oath or affirmation any person or persons exhibiting such ac-

counts, or connected with such expenditures, touching or

concerning such disbursement or expenditure : Provided, That

nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the

expenditure of public money in the purchase of victuals, (not

including any of the liquors aforesaid,) for the use of the officers

and persons immediately connected with those institutions

and trusts of the City, which by their nature and character re-

quire the same.
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APPENDIX No. 23.

Committee Room, July 12, 1855.

To the Select and Common Councils, City of Philadelphia :

The Committee on Surveys and Regulations beg leave to

offer the following Ordinance, " Reorganizing the Department

of Surveys."

Yours, &c.,

Spencer Roberts, chairman, Alg'n S. Roberts,
Wm. B. R. Selby, Wm. Conrad,
Sam'l C. Willits, Chas. S. Peall,

Jno. K. Knorr, C. S. Dunk.
J. H. Hutchinson,

AN ORDINANCE
Reorganizing the Department of Surveys, and prescribing the powers
and duties of the Chief Engineer and Surveyor, and the District

Surveyors and Regulators.

Sect 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the head of this department is

the Chief Engineer and Surveyor, and that he, as well as the

Regulators and Surveyors, before entering upon their duties,

shall make oath or affirmation before a Judge of the Court of

Common Pleas, faithfully to discharge the duties connected

with their offices.

Sect. 2. The Chief Engineer shall have the superintend-

ence and direction of all surveys and regulations as authorized

by Acts of Assembly and Ordinances of the several Districts

or City of Philadelphia, now in force, or hereafter to be enacted

by the City of Philadelphia. He shall preside as President of

the Board of Surveyors and Regulators at all stated and spe-

cial meetings of the said Board, and be entitled to vote upon
all questions there discussed. He shall, as Chief Engineer

and Surveyor, sign all plans and profiles of surveys, regula-

tions, bridges and culverts, when acted on by the said Board
of Surveyors. He shall furnish the Department of Highways
with all plans and specifications for laying out, grading and

regulating streets and public ways, and for bridges, culverts

or other improvements, to be done under the superintendence
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of said Commissioner, and under the direction of the said Chief

Engineer and Surveyor. He shall have authority, under the

supervision of the Committee of Councils for Surveys, to direct

such regulations and grades to be prepared for the approval

of the Board of Surveyors and Regulators and Court of Quar-

ter Sessions, as the necessities of the City shall require.

Sect. 3. Said Board of Surveyors shall hold stated meet-

ings at such times as they shall determine, so that the intervals

betvv^een such meetings shall not exceed one month, and such

special meetings as shall be convened by the President of the

said Board, or by the Committee of Councils on Surveys and

Regulations ; a majority of the whole number to form a quorum
for the transaction of business, and each member, including

the President, shall be entitled to one vote.

Sect. 4. A suitable office shall be provided for said De-

partment, in which shall be kept, under the custody of the said

Chief Engineer and the Surveyors and Regulators, certified

copies of all the records and plans, relating to the surveys,

regulations, sewerage and brirlging connected with the City

of Philadelphia.

Sect. 5. The said District Surveyors shall, in their re-

spective Districts, lay out and survey the same, as may be

requisite from time to time, and shall designate the proper

lines, levels and grades, as per confirmed plan of such District

as he may have in charge. All plans for sewers, bridges or

other improvements, to be subject to the inspection and ap-

proval of the Boara of Surveyors, to be decided thereby, and

all new improvements, whether of culverts or bridges, shall

receive the signature of the Chief Engineer and Surveyor, and

when built by contract, before acceptance by the City and

final estimate paid, certificate of approval must be obtained

from said Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

Sect. 6. Each District Surveyor shall keep an accurate

record of all surveys, adjustments of party walls, regulation of

thicknesses of party and other walls, and condemnation of the

same as made by him, and shall also furnish duplicates thereof

to the Chief Engineer and Surveyor, and also such plans of

such parts of said Districts, and in such form and with such

details as said Chief Engineer shall, from time to time, require

for official purposes; and all such plans, surveys, records,

minutes and regulations, whether in principal office or in the

respective offices of the District Surveyors, shall be the pro-
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perty of the City of Philadelphia, and shall be delivered up to

their successors in office on the termination of their official

service.

Sect. 7. Prior to the commencement of any building or

buildings in said City, a survey shall be made by the Surveyor

and Regulator of the District, of such part or parts of lot or

lots, on which the same is to be erected, as may be occupied

or proposed to be occupied by each and every building, with

its necessary out-buildings, and also for any alterations or ad-

ditions to buildings that may encroach or interfere with a

party line, or line of any public street, lane, alley or court of

said City. Not less than ten days' notice to be given said

District Surveyor for any survey required, and such survey

shall have been made within twelve months prior to the com-
mencement of said building ; no curbing shall be set, unless

in accordance with the regulation furnished by the Surveyor

and Regulator of the District. And if any person or persons

shall begin the foundation or erect any building or buildings

adjoining to or upon any street, road, lane, court or alley, or

on the line of his, her or their neighbor's ground, without first

applying to and having the line or lines thereof regulated and

marked by the Surveyor and Regulator of the District as

aforesaid, or shall deviate therefrom, by extending his, her

or their building or buildings beyond any or either of the lines

or boundaries marked as aforesaid, unless determined other-

wise, on an appeal, every person employed, as well as the

owner and master builder, shall severally forfeit and pay the

sum of fifty dollars, to be recovered in the same manner as

debts of the same amount are now or hereafter may be by

law recoverable : Provided, That the same shall not be re-

coverable unless prosecuted within one year after the offence

is committed. And if any person or persons shall enclose or

fence in any lot or lots of ground, without first having the

lines or boundaries regulated and marked as aforesaid, or if

after having the lines or boundaries regulated and marked as

aforesaid, shall deviate therefrom, so as to enclose part of his,

her or their neighbor's ground, unless so determined on an

appeal, every such person, as well the owner as ihe person or

persons making such fence, shall forfeit and pay the sum of

twenty dollars, to be recovered as before directed in respect

to buildings. Provisions of this Ordinance shall not apply to

buildings, fences or other improvements to be erected in the
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Rural Districts, where the same do not encroach on or intcfere

with party lines, or lines of roads or streets, and the said

regulators or any one or more of them shall have full power
and authority, with or without his or their assistant or assist-

ants, to enter upon the land of any person or persons for the

purpose of regulating and marking the lines or boundaries of

any lot or lots of ground required to be regulated.

Sect. 8. The Chief Engineer and Surveyor shall, by and
with the advice and consent of Select Council, appoint a Re-
cording Clerk, whose duty it shall be, by his direction, to as-

sist in the charge of the office, in recording documents, and in

such duties as may be required. He shall act as Secretary of

the Board of Surveyors, and keep regular minutes of their

proceedings, and shall receive a yearly compensation of one

thousand dollars for all such duties performed, payable

monthly.

Sect. 9. The Chief Engineer and Surveyor shall, with the

advice and consent of the Select Council, appoint a messenger

and prescribe his duties, with a yearly salary of five hundred

dollars, payable monthly.

Sect. 10. The Chief Engineer shall, from time to time,

with the consent and approval of Select Council, temporarily

appoint such clerks or draftsmen as may be necessary for the

proper transaction of his official duties.

Sect. 11. Warrants for the payment of appropriations

made for this department, shall be drawn by the Chief En-
gineer and Surveyor, and every warrant shall be in the follow-

ing form :

—

No. Department of Surveys, Philadelphia, 185

To

City Treasurer, Pay to

or order, Dollars, for

(here describe the services or materials as may be,) and charge

the same to appropriation made to this department for (here

insert item of appropriation.)

Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

Approved and countersigned,

City Controller.

19
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Each warrant shall contain at the foot thereof a receipt, thus :

Philadelphia, 185
Received of the City Treasurer, the amount mentioned in

the above warrant, which is in payment for the purposes

therein stated.

Sect. 12. That the Ordinance to establish and organize

the Department of City Surveyors and Regulators, passed

November 9th, 1854, and so much of any and all former or-

dinances as are hereby altered or supplied by the provisions

of this Ordinance, be and the same are hereby repealed.

department of surveys.

Office of Chief Engineer and Surveyor, )

Philadelphia, July 19/A, 1855.
\

Spencer Roberts, Esq., chairman of Committee on Surveys :

Dear Sir—The Board of Surveyors, being deeply interested

in the organization of the City as extended, and fully aware
of the many difficulties in arranging the extensive system

rendered necessary by consolidation, so that each department

may be brought into full and efficacious working, performing

each its legitimate and appropiate duties, without interference

with others, desire to express to your committee their views

regarding the rights and duties of this Department, that, if in

error, they may be corrected, and if just, they may receive

the assistance of the committee and be enabled to perform that

duty for which they have been especially authorized by Legis-

lative enactment.

For this purpose they desire, most respectfully, to draw your
attention to section No. 27 of the Act of Consolidation,

wherein we think the duties of our body are expressly defined,

viz:

"And such number of said Surveyors and Regulators shall

be organized into a Board, under a head, for such purposes re-

lating to surveys, the planning of the City, the building of

bridges, the construction of sewers and the grading of high-

ways, as Councils may declare by Ordinance."

We are here responsible for correct survey lines, for proper

general plans and economy of construction of bridges, for the
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location and proportion of sewers of all kinds, whether for an
extended area or for an isolated building, and for the arrange-
ment of suitable grades upon the highways, that proper drain-

age may be effected and the healthfulness of the locality

secured.

In consideration of which, and the Board feeling that their

duties are not fully understood in Councils, hope that your
committee will take such action as will bring the subject before

the chambers, with the understanding that this is submitted
with all respect, and that all we desire is to be placed upon
our proper footing in the government of the City.

Heretofore, our Board has received but few communications
from Councils through the channel which that body has fur-

nished us, (your committee on Surveys and Regulations,) and
notwithstanding business has been transacted, which legally

would require the action of this Board, under the supervision

of your committee, yet the references have been so made in

the body of Councils, as to preclude your committee from
taking any action whatever upon it, and when it has reached

our Board—though some of it has been carried out, regardless

of the existence of the Department of Surveys— it has been
through committees to which we are not responsible, and to

whom, in proper respect to you, we should not report, unless

so directed by you.

The duty of the Department of Surveys, as understood by
this Board, is to furnish the proper department charged with

construction, with all plans and specifications for work of all

constructive character ordered by Councils ; all notes of record

for such are now or will be deposited in this office, and is

therefore the only spot from which judicious plans can ema-
nate.

We also claim the right of supervision for the correct exe-

cution of such plans furnished. We therefore hope that no

culverts, or other improvements, will be authorized until this

department may, through your committee, have an opportu-

nity of making such examinations and preparing such plans

as will not interfere with future improvements, or overtax

those existing, and by which the minutes of your committee

will exhibit action on subjects for which you have been created.

We also call your attention to the necessity of authorizing

this Department to fix the grade regulations in the outer Dis-

tricts, as asked for some months since, for the want of which
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we are not able to furnish the Department of Highways with

such information as will permit them to carry out legally the

wishes of Councils.

Ordinances have been passed to grade and curb certain high-

ways, but no regulations have as yet been established on such

highways, nor can we do so until ordered by Councils.

The ordinances cannot, therefore, be attended to as they

should bcj and any grade that may have been given by a Sur-

veyor and Regulator, to prevent delay or clamor, may subject

the City to an increased expenditure hereafter.

Most respectfully yours, &c.,

Strickland Kneass,

Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

APPENDIX No. 24.

A SUPPLEMENT

To an Ordinance organizing the Police Department of the City of
Philadelphia, approved July 28th, 1854.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain. That hereafter there shall be but one

Sergeant for each Police District, and the Turnkeys heretofore

provided for, are hereby dispensed with and their office abol-

ished : Provided, That the duties heretofore performed by the

said Turnkeys shall be performed by such of the Executive
Police Force as may be detailed for the purpose.

Sect. 2. The Executive Police Force and Watchmen of

the City of Philadelphia, exclusive of officers, shall hereafter

be four hundred and eighty men, in lieu of the number now
fixed by the Ordinance to which this is a Supplement.

Sect. 3, In lieu of the Police Magistrates now provided

for by the Ordinance to which this is a Supplement, there shall

hereafter be for the District to be composed of the 1st, 2d, 3d,

and 4th Wards, ------ one.

For the District to be composed of the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th

and 10th Wards, ------ one.

For the District to be composed of the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th
and 15th Wards, ------ one.

For the District to be composed of the 16th, 17th, 18th and
20th Wards, one.
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For the District to be composed of the 19th Ward, one.
For the District to be composed of the 21st Ward, one.

For the District to be composed of the 22d Ward, one*

For the District to be composed of the 23d Ward, one.

For the District to be composed of the 24th Ward, one.

Which said PoHce Magistrates shall be elected in like manner,
and whose duties shall be the same as now by law established :

Provided, That the Police Magistrate of each of the aforesaid

Districts shall be an Alderman of the Ward, or of one of the

Wards composing the same, and shall attend to the discharge

of his duties at the Station House nearest to the centre of the

said District.

Sect. 4. Ordinances or parts of Ordinances herewith in-

consistent, are hereby repealed.

APPENDIX No. 25.

To the President and Members of the Common Council of
the City of Philadelphia

:

Gentlemen—The special committee appointed by this

chamber, to which were referred the various petitions and

remonstrances in favor of and against a reduction of the police

force of this City, respectfully present the following report

:

Anxious to avoid prolixity, and in order to save the time

of this chamber, they ask leave to refer to the report of the

Joint Standing Committee on Police, presented to this cham-

ber on the fourteenth day of June last, and to make that docu-

ment a portion of this. They concur generally in the spirit

of that report, and deem the general subject, as therein treated,

fully and satisfactorily discussed. A few other considerations

have suggested themselves to your committee, to which they

will briefly refer.

It should be borne in mind, that for the peace and good

order, or their opposite, existing throughout the City, the

City Councils are mainly, if not wholly, responsible. The

Mayor, as the executive officer, and his subordinate force, can

execute only such laws and ordinances as we in our legisla-

tive capacity ordain. If we enact certain rules and regula-

tions, and direct them to be put in operation, and at the same

time do not create a sufficient number of instruments to
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enforce thera successfully, the disgrace of a failure rests upon
us, and not upon those whose inefficiency is the result of our

own mistaken policy. The force of this assunnption may be

seen by remembering what was the condition of our community
under the old police system. The time is not so far distant

that we cannot remember the almost daily occurrence of riots

and other flagrant violations of law and good order, and to

an extent so alarming did this state of things prevail, that we
were held up, as a City, to the scorn and universal reproba-

tion of the entire country. On the contrary, under our pre-

sent system, these outbreaks and outrages are of compara-
tively rare occurrence, and for peace and quietness there is not

another large city in the Union that can now outvie our own.
The cause of this is, to your committee, very evident. The
inefficiency of the old force resulted not so much from the

lack of character or ability in the material of which it was
composed—for, to a great extent, both officers and men were
entitled to great praise—but simply from paucity of numbers.

The numerical strength was inadequate to the services required.

It should be here remembered that, even within two years,

for we will go back only that length of time, our population

has vastly increased, and therewith the necessity for increased

defences. The present number of our police force is but about

one-third larger than under the old administrations, which is

not more than a fair increase in proportion to our augmenting
population. With this force in existence, the satisfactory

results witnessed have been produced. The experiment has

worked admirably for a single year, but it would be too much
to ask that we should so soon risk a return to the old number,
and thereby invite a return to the state of lawlessness from
which we have but just emerged. Your committee deem the

risk too great to be compensated by the uncertain saving of

what would really amount to an inconsiderable sura of money
to the public treasury.

An erroneous idea seems to pervade a large portion of our

citizens in reference to the number of police on duty at one

time. They appear to forget that policemen are formed ofsimi-

lar materials to themselves, and that instead of being con-

structed of iron or gutta percha, they are really ordinary

flesh and blood. They require rest and sleep, like all others

of mortal mould, and the consequence is that there cannot be,

at any one time, more than about one-third of the entire force
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on duty. While one set of men are at their posts, others are
resting or holding themselves in readiness for an emergency.
Several occasions have arisen, however, when the entire force

has been on duty day and night, and similar necessities are

likely to occur at any and all times. Your committee cannot
regard three hundred men as more than a sufficient protection

to a city so large as this. Experience has fully shown that

the withdrawal of individuals of the force, as in the case of

suspensions and discharges, is attended with the most serious

inconveniences, and sometimes disastrous results, and the

fatality would unquestionably be fearfully greater, were the

wholesale reduction asked for now granted.

It is well known that on the first of October next, a law
entirely new in its spirit and provisions to the people of this

State, and one which is greatly obnoxious to a large portion

of our citizens, will go into operation. It is not unreasonable

to suppose that difficulties, more or less serious and extensive,

will grow out of the faithful and rigid enforcement of the pro-

visions of this law, and that it will require all the energy and

watchfulness of our executive officers to prevent those cala-

mities which always result from any combined opposition to

any obnoxious laws or ordinances. Your committee are of

the opinion that no step could be more injudicious than to

weaken, on the very eve of a probable emergency like this,

any of our existing restraints.

In connection with this report, your committee ask leave to

present the annexed statement, prepared at their request,

under the direction of the Mayor, the facts and statistics of

which are of the most convincing character, and which are

material to their report.

Your committee have not deemed it necessary to reply to

any of the common accusations made against the present

police force of the City, nor the stereotyped arguments of the

professed opponents of the present system.

In conclusion, your committee will state that they have

carefully examined the petitions referred to them for a reduc-

tion of the present force, as well as the numerous remon-

strances against such reduction. They find the former, to a

considerable extent, signed with the names of persons evi-

dently of foreign birth, and some of them so intensely foreign

that they are not even written in the English character. On

the other hand they recognize, attached to the remonstrances,
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the signatures of many of our well-know citizens, business men
and tax-payers, who, it is fair to presume, are by far the most

deeply interested in the subject. The names have also been

carefully counted, under the direction of the clerk of this

chamber, with the following result:—Those who have signed

the various petitions for a reduction, number only two thou-

sand three hundred and sixty, while those who have signed

the remonstrances reach an aggregate of nine thousand six

hundred. This result is, to your committee, perfectly conclu-

sive as to the true wishes of the people in reference to the

proposed reduction.

Your committee, however, with the knowledge that cer-

tain portions of the City, denominated rural districts, have

been or are desirous to be relieved from the payment of a con-

siderable portion of the taxes imposed upon them, and deem-
ing it unfair and unjust that the residents in those rural dis-

tricts should enjoy the protection for the cost of which they are

not willing to pay their just proportion, respectfully suggest

that the Mayor be requested to withdraw the police force

entirely from such rural districts, and that the aggregate num-
ber of men on duty be reduced to that extent.

Under these circumstances, your committee feel constrained

to offer the annexed resolution for the action of this chamber,

and ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the

subject

:

Resolved, That in the opinion of this chamber, it is inex-

pedient, at present, to effect any change in the Police Depart-

ment of the Consolidated City of Philadelphia, as now organ-

ized, except in such portions of the City, denominated rural

districts, as have been or may be released from the payment
of any portion of the ordinary taxes; and that the Mayor of

the City be requested to withdraw the police force entirely

from said rural districts.

Joseph L. Chester, chairman,

Jas. C. Hand,
H. BUMM.

MINORITY REPORT.

The minority of your committee to whom was r(;ferred the

petition of sundry citizen in relation to a reduction of the

police force, beg leave to make a minority report.
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By comparison of the expenses of the late corporation with
that of the Consolidated City, it appears that there is an
increase of expenses amounting to $157,179 per year.

That the police as at present organized is not a preventive

police.

That their conduct on duty is calculated to produce viola-

tion of the laws of the State.

That they make arrests without the shadow of authority.

That they imprison innocent citizens for the purpose of

making them pay costs and hush money.
That there is more crime against the good order of society

committed by the police acting, or pretending to act as such,

than there is by the same number of the worst portion of

society.

That the police force as now established and chosen, are a

dangerous body of men, whose conduct, if persisted in, will

have a tendency to control our elections and deprive our citi-

zens of the most sacred right enjoyed by freemen.

For the foregoing reasons, I offer the following resolution,

here attached

:

Resolved, That it is expedient to reduce the police and

watchmen of the City of Philadelphia to the number of 480
men, in accordance with the Act of Assembly of May 3d, 1850.

C. B. F. O'Neill.

20
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A.

SCHEDULE OF POLICE FORCE, AND HOW EMPLOYED.

July 12th, 1855.
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B.

OLD POLICE ESTABLISHMENT.

DISTRICTS AND OFFICERS.
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OLD POLICE ESTABLISHMENT—Continued.

DISTRICTS AND OFFICERS.
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OLD POLICE ESTABLISHMENT—Continued.
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DISTRICTS AND OFFICERS.
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APPENDIX No. 26.

Office of the Trustees of the Phila. Gas Works, )

July 19th, 1855. j

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila-

delphia :

Gentlemen—The undersigned have been directed, on behalf

of the Board of Trustees of the Philadelphia Gas Works, to

report to Select and Common Councils the progress of the

negotiation directed to be made in the 5th section of an Ordi-

nance for the regulation of the Department of Gas, approved

March 20th, 1855. Said section directs that the Trustees

shall be authorized to negotiate for the purchase (subject to

the approval of Councils,) of the property of the Northern

Liberties Gas Company, the Southwark and Moyamensing
Gas Company, the Kensington Gas Company, the Richmond
Gas Company, the Germantown Gas Company, and the Mana-
yunk Gas Company, and in case the Trustees shall not be able

to agree v^ith either of the above Gas Companies, upon such

terms as shall be satisfactory to Councils, the Trustees of the

City Gas Works shall be authorized, and upon application of

the citizens residing in those portions of the City lighted by

the above Gas Companies, may extend the mains of the City

Gas Works into such districts or sections, and proceed to sup-

ply the public lamps and furnish the citizens thereof with gas,

subject to all the conditions and regulations of this or any

other ordinance duly enacted by Councils, and at the same

price as may be charged to citizens residing out of such dis-

tricts.

Immediately after the passage of the said ordinance, in-

quiries were addressed to the various companies named above,

for the purpose of ascertaining the terms on which they would

be willing to sell their works to the City of Philadelphia.

Definite replies have been received from the Southwark and

Moyamensing Gas Companies, and the Germantown Gas L. Co.,

stating the terms upon which they would be willing to sell

their respective works. In the reply from the Southwark and

Moyamensing Gas Companies, the President, Peter Williamson,

Esq., says: " 1 am directed to inform you, that at a meeting

of the Board of Directors of the Southwark and Moyamensing
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Gas Companies, held this day, acting in conjunction with a

committee appointed by the stockholders, at a meeting held

on the 26th inst., for the purpose of considering your com-
munication relative to the price and upon what terms the Gas
Works belonging to the Company can be purchased by the

corporation of the City of Philadelphia, it was agreed to

offer the same for the sum of one hundred and five thousand

dollars, one-half of which to be paid in cash, and the other

half in six months; subject, however, to the approval of the

stockholders, at a meeting to be called for this purpose, should

this off'er meet your acceptance."

Messrs. Henry M. Berkenbine and W. D. Bell, representing

the Germantown Gas L. Company, have submitted to the

Board a statement of the cost of their works in all its depart-

ments, amounting to eighty-six thousand two hundred dollars,

and it is believed that no material reduction will be made by

the company from this price.

It is proper here to say, that there is included in the above

cost of these works, a portion which, if taken by the City,

would be valueless—we refer to the manufacturing department;

and although fully impressed with the importance of having

arrangements completed at an early day, whereby the cost of

light both for public and private use shall be reduced to a

uniform rate in all parts of the City, the undersigned are not

prepared to recommend that Councils should sanction the pur-

chase of either of these works upon the terms offered. In the

case of the Southwark and Moyamensing Companies, it is be-

lieved that a modification of the terms may be proposed, which

it will be to the interest of that Company to accede to, by

which the consumers may be supplied at the reduced rate,

without loss to the City or the Gas trust.

John Wiegand, President.

John C. Cresson, Engineer.
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APPENDIX No. 27.

AN ORDINANCE

For the reduction of the salaries of certain officers.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That in lieu of the salaries now
fixed by law, the yearly salaries of the following officers, from

and after the expiration of the respective terms of office of

the present incumbents, shall be as follows, viz :

—

The yearly salary of the Mayor of the City of Philadelphia

shall be three thousand dollars, and all fees of office here-

after received by the Mayor, shall be paid by him into the

City Treasury.

The yearly salary of the Mayor's Clerk shall be one thou-

sand dollars.

The yearly salaries of the Messengers in attendance at the

Mayor's office shall be five hundred dollars each.

The yearly salary of the City Controller shall be two thousand

dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Controller's Principal Clerk

shall be one thousand dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the City Controller's Assistant

Clerks shall be nine hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Controller's Messenger shall be

five hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Treasurer shall be twenty-five

hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Treasurer's Book-keeper shall

be one thousand dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Treasurer's Stock Clerk, and

of the first and second Miscellanous Clerks, shall be each

eight hundred and fifty dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Treasurer's Messenger shall be

five hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Receiver of Taxes shall be two thou-

sand dollars.

The yearly salary of the Receiver of Taxes' Chief Clerk shall

be one thousand dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the six Clerks of the Receiver of

Taxes shall be eight hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Messenger of the Receiver of Taxes
shall be five hundred dollars.
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The yearly salary of each Superintendent of Public Squares
and Parks shall be five hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Superintendent of Independence
Hall shall be six hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Superintendent of Spring Garden
Hall shall be six hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Superintendent of the City Burial
Ground shall be four hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the Supervisors shall be five

hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the License Clerk in the Department of
Highways, Bridges, Sev^ers and Cleansing the City, shall

be eight hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Superintendent of City Railroads
shall be eight hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Marshal's Clerk shall be seven hun-
dred dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Solicitor shall be two thousand
dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Solicitor's First Assistant shall

be fifteen hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the City Solicitor's other Assist-

ants shall be nine hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Solicitor's Clerk shall be seven
hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Chief Engineer of the Water Depart-
ment shall be two thousand dollars.

The yearly salary of the Register of Water Rents shall be
fifteen hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the Water Purveyors shall be

six hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the Enginemen and Engineers in

the Water Department shall be six hundred dollars and
dwelling, rent free.

The yearly salary of each of the Water Inspectors shall be

six hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the Firemen and Watchmen at

the reservoirs shall be five hundred and fifty dollars.

The yearly salary of the General Clerk of the Water Depart-

ment shall be nine hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the Permit Clerks in the Water
Department shall be eight hundred dollars.

21
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The yearly salary of the Messenger in the Water Department
shall be five hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Commissioner of Market Houses shall

be five hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Wharton and Washing-
ton Markets, in the Second and Fourth Wards, shall be

four hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Eleventh Street Market,

in the Third and Fourth Wards, shall be two hundred and

fifty dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Second Street Market
and Stands, from Chestnut street to South, in the Fifth

Ward, shall be four hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Market Street Market,

from Front street to Seventh, and Stands on Second street

from Market to Vine, in the Sixth Ward) shall be four

hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the Clerks of the Markets and
Stands on Market street from Seventh to Seventeenth

street, and the Market at Race and Broad streets, in the

Ninth and Tenth Wards, shall be four hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Second Street Market
and Stands from Vine to Poplar street, in the Eleventh

Ward, shall be four hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Callowhill Street

Market, from Fourth to Seventh streets, in the Twelfth

and Thirteenth Wards, shall be three hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Spring Garden Street

Market, from Marshall to Twelfth street, in the Thirteenth

and Fourteenth Wards, shall be four hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Girard Avenue Market,

from Sixth to Twelfth street, in the Twentieth Ward, shall

be two hundred and fifty dollars.

The yearly salary of the Clerk of the Franklin Avenue
Market, from Sixth to Frankford road, in the Sixteenth

and Seventeenth Wards, shall be three hundred dollars.

The yearly salary ot the Clerk of the Franklin Avenue
Market East of Frankford road, and the Markets in Beach
above Maiden, in York above Frankford road, in Lehigh

avenue West of Richmond street, in the Eighteenth and

Nineteenth Wards, shall be two hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the Superintendent of Wharves and

Landinsfs shall be seven hundred dollars.



APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OP COMMON COUNCIL. 163

The yearly salary of each of the City Commissioners shall be
fifteen hundred dollars.

The yearly salary of the City Commissioners' Chief Clerk
shall be one thousand dollars.

The yearly salary of each of the Assistant Clerks, and of the
Recording Clerk in the Department of the City Commis-
sioners, shall be seven hundred dollars.

Sect. 2. The said salaries shall be payable at the time
and in the manner specified by law.

Sect. 3. No additional clerks or officers, not specified by
ordinance, shall at any time be employed in any of the

departments or by any of the officers of the City, without
the consent of Councils being first obtained.

APPENDIX No. 28.

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE RELATING TO THE RE-
CEIVER OF TAXES.

The special committee to whom it was referred to inquire

and report by what authority John M. Coleman, the Receiver

of Taxes, employs counsel not connected with the Law
Department of the City, and to whom was also referred a

communication received at the City Solicitor's office from the

Receiver of Taxes, upon the same subject, herewith submitted,

marked (A), respectfully report

—

That upon their organizing, they addressed a communica-
tion to Isaac Hazlehurst, Esq., City Solicitor, requesting his

opinion in writing upon the points involved in the inquiry

submitted to them, which is herewith submitted, marked (B).

From a perusal of this opinion it will be seen that the City

Solicitor, whilst perhaps conceding that the Receiver of

Taxes retains the powers and duties of the County Treasurer,

for the purpose of collecting the outstanding taxes due the

Commonwealth, thinks that the collection of the remaining

registered taxes, viz : the county, poor and road taxes are

vested in the City Corporation and its officers.

Your committee concur in so much of the Solicitor's

opinion as states that the registered county, poor and road

taxes should be collected by the City officers, and regret that
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a contrary course has been prevailing and still prevails, as

thereby a large amount of money belonging to the City is

received by parties not recognized by law, or directly amena-
ble to the authority of the City; and the costs, fees, perquisites

and emoluments received in the suits instituted for the

recovery of such taxes, are not paid into the City Treasury as

directed by the terms of the third section of the ordinance

establishing the Law Department of this City. The commit-
tee do not feel bound to express any views in conflict with those

of the City Solicitor, in regard to the registered taxes due the

State, which, in his opinion, are distinguishable from the

other registered taxes in their mode of collection. They may,
however, venture to express the opinion that it seems incon-

gruous and contrary to the spirit of the several Acts of

Assembly and Ordinances terminating the functions of the

County Treasurer, and defining the duties and authority of

the Receiver of Taxes and City Solicitor, to allow a portion

of the outstanding registered taxes to be collected by the

Receiver in one capacity, and by legal means not now recog-

nized by law, and another portion in another capacity and

through the City Solicitor. As the matter stands at present,

however, certain outstanding registered taxes seem to be

irregularly collected, and in a manner that may prove detri-

mental to the City's interest.

As Councils, by a joint resolution passed January 25, 1855,
(Journal of Common Council, Second Part, page 191,)

instructed the City Solicitor to take immediate steps to collect

the taxes yet remaining due and unpaid for the year 1853, and
previous thereto, it is deemed unnecessary to do more than

call the attention of that functionary to the terms of that

resolution. If he is improperly interfered with in the dis-

charge of his duties, he will of course know what remedy to

^dopt.

Your committee therefore submit the following resolutions:

Resolved, That the Receiver of Taxes be requested to hand
over forthwith to the City Solicitor, for collection, all claims

for unpaid registered taxes.

Resolved, That the City Solicitor be requested to take the

earliest means of compliance with the joint resolution of

Councils of January 25, 1855, upon the subject of collecting

the taxes yet remaining due and unpaid for the year 1853,

and previous thereto.
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Resolved, That this committee be discharged from the

further consideration of the subject.

W. S. WiNSHip, chairman,
William Duane,
Henry T. King, ^ Committee.
Geo. W. Biddle,
C. B. F. O'Neill,

August 9th, 1855.

(A.)

City Solicitor's Office,

Philadelphia, July 12th, 1855.

To the Common Council:

Gentlemen—I enclose for your consideration a communi-
cation received at this office from the Receiver of Taxes,
relative to the registered taxes, in answer to your resolution

of the 28th ult.

I am respectfully yours, I. Hazlehurst.

Dear Sir :—John M. Coleman, Esq., referred to me your
letter of the 2d inst., containing the resolution of inquiry of

the Common Council of our City, as to by what authority he,

John M. Coleman, Esq., employs counsel not connected with

the Law Department, (of which you are the principal,) to

collect the registered taxes of 1853, and prior.

Permit me, sir, to suggest, that on the 2d Tuesday of

October, 1853, John M. Coleman, Esq., was elected County
Treasurer.

That by virtue of his election so had, and the Act of

the 15th of April, 1834, P. and B. 179, sec. 8, he gave

bonds, which were approved of by the honorable the Judges of

the Court of Quarter Sessions of this County, "for the faithful

discharge of all duties enjoined upon him by law in behalf of

this Commonwealth."
The 19th sec. of the same Act, P. and B. 180, provides

how he shall keep and pay over the money.

The Act of the 3d of February, 1824, P. and B. 601, sec.

], made the City and County taxes a lien on real estate.

By an Act of'the 16th of April, 1845, P. and B. 793, sec.

131, this said law of 1824 was extended to State taxes.
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J3y the 9th sec. of the same Act, P. and B. 603, the

County Treasurer was clothed with full power and authority

to enforce the payment of registered taxes, and for that pur-

pose to employ counsel and take such measures as might be

necessary to collect the same, &c.

By the 14th sec. of the same Act, P. and B. 604, he is

directed what taxes to collect, to wit : State, county, poor,

&c.

The Act of the 2d of February, 1854, Sup. to P. and B.

1090, sec. 11, does not supersede the County Treasurer for

State purposes, nor abridge his rights and powers to col-

lect the registered taxes ; but directs him to perform all the

duties, and makes him liable to all the penalties contemplated

by said act, for the Receiver of Taxes to be elected on the

1st Tuesday of May, 1856.

The 49th sec. of same Act, Sup. to P. and B. 1098, con-

tinues the County of Philadelphia to be one of the counties of

the Commonwealth, and declares all officers not superseded

by said Act, continued, &c. So also the 45th sec. of the

same Act, Sup. to P. and B. 1099, declares that all acts of

the Legislature, not inconsistent with the Act of the 2d of

February, 1854, are to be continued until repealed by the

Legislature,

I have the honor to remain your humble and obedient

servant, J. L. Husband,

Solicitorfor County Treasurer.

To I. Hazlehurst, Esq., City Solicitor.

July ^th, 1855.

(B.)

City Solicitor's Office, )

Philadel'phia, August 3, 1855.
)

To W. S. WiNSHip, Henry King, Geo. W. Biddle,
Special Committee, ^c.

:

Gentlemen:—I have received yoiir communication of the

31st ult., requesting my opinion in writing upon the subject

contained in the inquiry, "by what authority John M. Cole-

man, the Receiver of Taxes, employs counsel not connected

with the Law Department of the City."
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I have carefully considered the provisions of the several

Acts of Assembly bearing upon the powers and duties of the

Receiver of Taxes, and I reply as follows

:

By an Act passed 3d February, 1824, it was provided that

all taxes, rates and levies, assessed or imposed upon real

estate in the City and County of Philadelphia, should be a

lien upon such real estate. And it was made the duty of

the Collector of Taxes, in all cases where the same were
unpaid on the first of April, in the year following that in

which they w^ere due, to file with the County Commissioner a

schedule of the taxes so due and unpaid, with the names of

the persons charged wnth the tax, and a description of the

property on which it was imposed. The schedule so filed

counted an indefinite lien upon the real estate charged with

the tax. The act provided no mode of enforcing payment
except to authorize the seizure and sale of any personal pro-

perty found on the premises.

An Act of 1845, limited the lien for five years, unless

removed by scire facias, as in the case of mechanics' claims,

and a further act passed the same year authorized the County

Treasurer to enforce the payment of all registered taxes in a

manner set forth in the act. The act directed that suit

should be brought in the name of the County, and authorized

him to employ counsel, who should be entitled for his services

to a commission of five per cent, upon all sums collected by

him. The Treasurer was directed to keep an account with

the Treasurer of the City, each of the Incorporated Districts

of the County, and of the Guardians of the Poor, and Super-

visors of the roads of the respective Districts and Townships

in the County, and credit them respectively with the taxes

due, and as the same were collected to make payment

thereof.

In 1846 an act authorized each Corporation to sue for its own

taxes, and the County Treasurer was restrained to the collec-

tion of the state, county, poor and road taxes.

Finally, an Act of March 13, 1847, provided that suits for

all registered taxes might be brought in the name of the

County.

Before the passage of the Consolidation Act, it %yas the

practice of the several Municipal Corporations, including the

Guardians of the Poor, to authorize the County Treasurer to

sue for and collect their registered taxes in the name of the
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County. Many reasons recommended this course : the Sheriff

and Prothonotary were not allowed to charge fees for any

process when the County was the party bringing suit, the

registration books were in the hands of the County officers,

and as in every suit a description of the property against

which the tax was assessed had to be obtained at an expense,

the latter was duplicated in cases where the County sued for

its tax, and the other corporations for theirs.

By the Act of Consolidation, all the powers, rights, privi-

leges and immunities vested in and enjoyed by the County
Treasurer and County Commissioners ceased, except so much
thereof as might be necessary to enable the new Corporation

of the City to collect outstanding debts. By the 37th section

all the property, &c., &c., and all debts, dues and demands
of the Corporations mentioned in the act, were transferred to

and vested in the City, and by the 41st section Councils are

authorized to exercise the powers and authorities of the super-

seded County Commissioners, County Board, and of other

officers not inconsistent with the act, in such manner as the

act or as Councils may prescribe.

While the powers and duties of the Receiver of Taxes in

the collection of taxes due the Commonwealth remain the

same as those heretofore exercised by the County Treasurer,

it seems to me from the provisions of the Acts of Assembly
above mentioned, that the collection of the remaining regis-

tered taxes are vested in the City Corporation and its officers.

I deem it proper to add that this opinion is not agreeable to

that held by the Solicitor of the County Treasurer, who insists

that the registered taxes due to the County, as well as those due
the State, are to be collected by the County Treasurer.

Councils certainly can remove all doubt upon the subject by
prescribing the modes in which they may be collected.

I am respectfully yours, I. Hazlehurst.
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APPENDIX No. 30.

AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation to the Guordians of the Poor, for the year
1855.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of seventy-five thou-

sand five hundred dollars ($75,500) be and the same is

hereby appropriated to the Guardians of the Poor, for the

following purposes, for the year 1855, that is to say :

For supplies to the Almshouse, - - - $24,000
For supplies to the Medical Department of the

Almshouse, ------ 5,000
For supplies to the Children's Asylum of the

same, 1,000
For fuel for the Almshouse, - - - - 1,000
For salaries, 2,000
For incidental expenses, -

.
- - - 5,000

For expenses for the Manufacturing department, 1,000
For expenses of the farm, - - _ . 1,000
For expenses of the Blockley estate, - - 500
For out-door relief, - - . - . 35,000

APPENDIX No. 31.

AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation to pay for work on the Police & Fire Alarm
Telegraph, by virtue of a certain contract

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain. That the sum often thousand dollars

be and the same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of

paving the same, in manner hereinafter mentioned, to John H.
Purdy, William J. Philips and Charles Robinson, in part pay-

ment for their contract with the City of Philadelphia.

Sect. 2. Warrants for the payment of the said appropria-

tion shall be drawn by the Mayor, when due, according to the

terms of said contract.

22
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Sect. 3. Upon the delivery of such warrants countersigned

by the Controller to the City Treasurer, the said Treasurer
shall issue and deliver to the person or persons in whose favor

the same may be drawn or to their order, Certificates of City

Debt to the amount expressed in such warrant, which Certifi-

cates shall be such as are provided for and described in an
Ordinance approved August 23d 1855, entitleil "An Ordi-

nance to provide for the issue of Certificates of Debt in pay-
of Road Damages and to pay the contract price of the Fire

Alarm and Police Telegraph," and the said Certificates shall

be a portion of those authorized by the said Ordinance to be

issued.

APPENDIX No. 32.

AN ORDINANCE
For the payment of damages for opening Spring Garden street in the

Fifteenth Ward.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils do ordain, That
the sum of eleven thousand six hundred and ninety-six dol-

lars be appropriated for the payment of the following claims,

for damages to the property of the claimants by the opening

of Spring Garden street, in the Fifteenth Ward, viz:

To Thomas Earp, five hundred dollars.

To the estate of Robert Earp, five hundred dollars.

To Hartman Kuhn, seven hundred dollars.

To Hartman Kuhn, one hundred dollars.

To Mary Ann Leeds, eighteen hundred and sixty-six dol-

lars.

To the estate of Elizabeth Rubicam, fifteen hundred dol-

lars.

To James Howard, three hundred and fifty dollars.

To Matthew Walker three hundred dollars.

To Jacob W. Horter, four hundred dollars.

To Peter Marseilles, two thousand and eighty dollars.

To Edward White, six hundred dollars.

To James F. Shannon, one hundred dollars.

To Enos Chapman, two hundred dollars.

To Richard Wistar, twenty-five hundred dollars.

Sect. 2. Warrants for the payment of the said appropria-
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tion shall be drawn by the Chief. Commissioner of Highways;

but no warrant shall be drawn for the payment of any of the

above claims for road damages, until the City Solicitor certify

that no liens exist against the property, for injury to which

the said sums are directed to be paid ; or if any liens exist,

that they have been satisfactorily released.

APPENDIX No. 33.

AN ORDINANCE

To enlarge the small culvert at the mouth of the Thompson street cul-

vert, to the creek into which it empties, the same being about fifty

feet.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the Chief Commissioner of High-

ways be directed forthwith, to have the small culvert at the

mouth of the Thompson street culvert enlarged to the same

size as the Thompson street culvert.

APPENDIX No. 34.

AN ORDINANCE

To fix and establish the mode of curbing and paving and of grading

and constructing culverts within the City of Philadelphia.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain. That all petitions for setting curb-

stone or for paving the cartway or footways of any street or

other highway within the City of Philadelphia, shall distinct-

ly specity the street or highway, giving the name and loca-

tion and the portion thereof upon which such curbing or pav-

ing is required to be done, and shall be signed by an owner

or owners or their duly authorized agents of the property

fronting on such street or highway.

Sect. 2. All such petitions may be presented to either

branch of Councils, and shall thereupon be referred to the

Committee of Highways; the said committee shall periodically,

at least once in each month, direct the Chief Commissioner of
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Highways to give public notice that such petitions have been

presented to Councils and referred to the said committee, and
that the said committee will meet the parties interested, at a

time and place to be designated in such notice, to hear their

objections, if any they have to offer, why such curbing or

paving should not be done, which said notice shall be as brief

and concise as is consistent with the object to be attained by
it, and shall be published three alternate days in one week,
immediately preceding the day of the said meeting, in two
daily newspapers having the largest circulation.

Sect. 3. At such meeting the said committee shall proceed

to hear all parties interested in such paving or curbing, either

by themselves or their agents or attorneys, and while such

hearing is proceeding, the meeting room of the committee
shall be open to all persons who shall properly behave them-
selves, and when the hearing shall be closed the committee

shall thereupon determine w^hether such paving or curbing

shall be done, and if a majority of the said committee agree

that such work ought to be done, they shall submit to the

next meeting of Councils a report, with a resolution appended,

directing such street or highway to be curbed or paved, as

the case may be.

Sect. 4. Whenever Councils shall pass a resolution order-

ing and directing any such paving or curbing to be done, it

shall thereupon be the duty of the Chief Commissioner of

Highways to give public notice that proposals will be received

for doing the work of and furnishing the materials for such

paving or curbing, which said notice shall distinctly specify

the required character and quality of such paving or curbing;

and if there be more than one street to be paved or curbed,

proposals shall be received for each of such streets separately.

Said notice shall distinctly designate the day and hour up to

which proposals will be received, and shall further state that

the contractors for such paving or curbing will be required to

collect their compensation for the same from the owners
of property fronting on the street in which the same is done,

and all such notices shall be published on three alternate days

in each week, for two weeks prior to the day fixed for receiv-

ing such proposals, in two daily newspapers having the

largest circulation as aforesaid.

Sect. 5. The Committee on Highways shall meet at the

time designated in the said notice, for opening the said pro-
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posals, and the Chief Commissioner of Highways shall pro-

ceed to open said proposals in the presence of said committee.

And the said committee shall thereupon deliberate and deter-

mine to which of the said bidders the said work ought to be

given and shall report to the next meeting of Councils the

names of each and all of the bidders for the said work, and

the price or prices bid by each of them respectively, with a

resolution appended to such report, allotting the said work to

one or more of the said bidders.

Sect. 6. Upon the passage of any resolution by Councils

allotting the curbing or paving of any street or highway to

any person or persons, the Chief Commissioner of Highways
shall direct such person to proceed with such work without

unnecessary delay, and the said Chief Commissioner, or some
one or two of the Supervisors to be designated by him, shall

watch over the said work while it is progressing, to see that

the same is done and performed according to the terms of the

contract for doing such work.

Sect. 7. When the said work is finished and completed,

the Chief Commissioner of Highways shall direct the Regula-

tor of the proper district in which such work has been done,

to measure the same and apportion the cost thereof, accord-

ing to the price to be paid to the contractor therefor, among
the owners of such property fronting on said street or high-

way, according to the size of their fronts respectively. And
the said Regulator shall make two returns of such measure-

ment, specifying distinctly therein the names of each owner
or reputed owner, the size, and a brief description of each pro-

perty fronting on such street or highway, and the quantity of

work and the amount of the whole sum to be charged to each

of the said properties respectively ; one of which returns he

shall deliver to the Chief Commissioner of Highways, to be

filed in his office, and the other he shall deliver to the con-

tractor who has done the said work.

Sect. 8. Upon receiving said return from the Regulator,

the contractor who has done the said work, his or their pro-

per agent or attorney, may proceed to collect and receive the

claims assessed and charged in the said return of the said

Regulator, and may file liens therefor, using the corporate

name of "Ihe City of Philadelphia," to the use of such con-

tractor or contractors, and such contractor or contractors, or

his or their duly authorized agent, shall have, possess and be
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vested with all the legal rights and remedies that now are or

may hereafter be by law vested in the Corporation of "The
City of Philadelphia," for the collection and recovery of Muni-
cipal claims for paving, &c.

Sect. 9. The cost of curbing and paving the cartways and

footways, at the intersections of all streets and highways,

shall be paid to the said contractors out of the City Treasury,

upon the return of the measurement and cost thereof, to be

made by the Regulator to the Chief Commissioner of High-

ways as aforesaid. The bill therefor shall be certified correct

and the warrant drawn by the said Chief Commissioner, and

the bill certified as aforesaid shall be delivered to the Control-

ler, at the time the warrant is presented to him to be counter-

signed, and the same shall be filed in his office in the manner
customary and usual with such bills.

Sect. 10. All petitions for paving, curbing, &c., heretofore

presented, upon which Councils have not taken final action,

shall be advertised and proceeded with in the manner desig-

nated by this ordinance.

Sect. 11. All culverts hereafter constructed in or under

any street or highway, within the City of Philadelphia, shall be

built and constructed at the cost of, and shall be charged to

the owners of property fronting upon the street wherein such

culvert is constructed, in like manner with the cost of curbing

and paving. But the cost of such culverts, where they cross

the intersections of streets, and of all public inlets, shall be

paid for out of the City Treasury, in the manner and under

the regulations fixed by this ordinance, concerning the mode
of paying for the paving and curbing of intersections of

streets.

Sect. 12. All petitions for erecting and constructing cul-

verts shall be presented, referred to the proper committee and

be proceeded with in all respects and in like manner with

petitions for curbing and paving, as set forth and designated

by this ordinance; and the contractors for the work of con-

structing culverts shall have all legal remedies for the recov-

ery from the owners of property of all claims for such work, in

like manner as is provided in this ordinance concerning claims

for paving and curbing.

Sect. 13. Inasmuch as it will be necessary to the establish-

ment of a well-regulated system of drainage that culverts

shall be larger in some localities than in others, and as it
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would be unfair to charge one owner for a culvert in front of

his property more than another, the Board of Regulators shall,

without delay, proceed to fix and determine the minimum
size of culverts which shall be constructed on any public street,

and the owners of property shall be charged only with the

proper proportionate cost of such minimum sized culvert.

Sect. 14. When any culvert has been completed the pro-

per R(gulator shall proceed to measure the same and appor-

tion the cost thereof, among the several owners of property, in

like manner as with curbing and paving; and in computing the

sums to be charged to the said owners, in all cases where the

culvert erected is larger than the size fixed by the regulators,

he shall proceed to ascertain what would be the cost of such

minimum sized culvert, in proportion to the cost of such

larger size, and shall charge only the proper cost of such mini-

mum size to the owners of property as aforesaid, and the dif-

ference between the cost of such minimum sized culvert and

the one constructed, shall be paid to the proper contractor out

of the City Treasury.

Sect. 15. Hereafter, all grading of streets and highways

shall be done only upon the petition of the parties or persons

owning or interested in the property in front of which such

grading is to be done, and the cost and expense of all grading

shall be charged to the owners of the property in front of

which the same shall be done, in like manner with paving,

curbing and culverting.

Sect. 16. All petitions for grading shall take the course

designated by this ordinance, in like manner with petitions for

paving. And the contracts therefor, shall be allotted by

Councils, upon the report of the proper committee, making

known the items of all the bids for such work, with the names

of all the bidders, in like manner as with contracts for paving,

and the contractors by whom such grading is done, shall col-

lect the cost and charges for their work from the owners of

property, and have all legal remedies for the recovery of such

claims, in like manner as with claims for curbing, paving and

constructing culverts.
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APPENDIX No. 35.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON LANE SCHOFIELd's CLAIM.

To the President and Members of Common Council

:

Gentlemen—The special committee appointed by your

resolution of July 12th, 1855, to investigate the claim of Lane
Schofield, and report to you, respectfully submit the follow-

Your committee have devoted a great deal of time and
careful attention to the investigation of all the matters relat-

ing to and growing out of the contract between the late Dis-

trict of Penn and Lane Schofield. If all the documents, con-

tracts, reports of committees and evidence of witnesses were
to be printed, they would make a book of over one hundred
pages, and place the facts of the case in such positions as to

make it difficult to extricate them from the appearance of a

personal difficulty

Your committee have examined the contract between Lane
Schofield and the late District of Penn, and they deem it a

duty to say, that if that contract be a fair specimen of the man-
ner in which the public business in the late District of Penn
was transacted, it deserves the reprobation of all correct and
honest legislators.

The amount of the contract was $18,000, under two dis-

tinct specifications—one for $5,000, the other for $13,000.

The dispute is in relation to the $5,000 culvert ; the facts in

regard to the work being well done, as well as to the prices

to be paid, are not disputed. The only and main disputed point

being—who broke the contract. The witnesses on behalf of

Lane Schofield testify that Lane Schofield was obliged to

abandon the work on account of the non-payment of bonds,

according to the contract, as the work progressed. This is

Lane Schofield's own testimony, corroborated by Mr. Haines,

the Surveyor of the late District of Penn; also, of a Mr. Pol-

lard, member of the Board of Commissioners of said district,

and of Albert Schofield, the son and clerk of his father, Lane
Schofield. Several members of the last Councils, who were
also members of the Committee on Highways, were examined,

and corroborated the above testimony, as well as the fact that

they thought the claim of Lane Schofield to be just.



APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OF C03IM0N COUNCIL. 177

On the other hand, it was in evidence before your commit-
tee, on the part of Mr. Wood, late clerk of Penn District,

that the contract was broken by Lane Schofield ; and that he

had offered the bonds to the said Schofield, which were
refused.

This claim of Lane Schofield has been before four different

committees, and each has reported in favor of the claim. The
regular joint Committee of Highways have fully investigated

the claim and reported nearly unanimously in favor of its jus-

tice and payment.

Your committee, therefore, in view of the facts and the evi-

dence, respectfully report in favor of the claim of Lane Scho-
field, as approved and reported to you from the Committee on
Highways.

Statement of Lane Schojield's Account.

Amount of contract, $5,000 00
Other work done for Penn District, admitted as

correct by the Surveyor, and allowed by the

Committee on Highways, - - - - 992 50

Credit by cash paid Lane Schofield, $2,500 in

bonds and $150 in cash, - - -

$5,992 50
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In May, 1853, Lane Schofield entered into a contract with

the commissioners and inhabitants of the District of Penn, to

construct a culvert from Schuylkill Sixth and Thompson
streets, to Schuylkill Fifth and Girard avenue, for the sum of

five thousand dollars (^5,000,) to be paid in instalments upon

certificates received from the Surveyor of the district, Henry
Haines. The first and second certificates were given and

twenty-five hundred dollars received on them. The third was
received on Saturday, 20th day of August, and given to the

chairman of the Committee on Culverts, who refused to give

an order on the Treasurer of the district. On the first day of

September, after having sacrificed $1,500 of Reading railroad

bonds, and $1,000 of Pennsylvania railroad stock, the con-

tractor was driven from the work. Having notified the chair-

man of the committee that unless he gave him an order on

the treasurer for bonds in accordance with the certificate of

the Surveyor, he would be compelled to quit the work. The
committee originally consisted of Messrs. Gratz, Bates, Sims,

Pollard and Harney. After the letting. Pollard and Harney

were ruled off the committee—Gratz, Bates and Sims form-

ing then the committee. The contractor had never seen Sims,

he not being looked upon as one of the committee, and as he

(Sims) says, was never consulted by his colleagues in relation

to the culvert. At the organization of the new Councils, Lane
Schofield presented a communication in relation to the settle-

ment of his claim, which was referred to the Committee on

Highways, who, at a meeting convened for that purpose, and

after a careful examination of all the facts, awarded Lane
Schofield $3,009 17.

The committee present at the meeting consisted of Messrs.

Copeland, Peter A. Keyser, Roberts, Cornman, Hubbard,

Miller, Butcher, Marsellis, and one or two others. The Dis-

trict of Penn was represented by Mr. Gratz, Mr. Grout, their

Solicitor, Mr. Haines their Surveyor. Lane Schofield was
represented by his son, Albert R. Schofield ; Mr. Birch, the

Chief Commissioner of Highways, as well as Mr. Olmstead,

the Solicitor, were present on the part of the City. The
report of the committee was unanimous. The ordinance was
presented to the chamber and on account of the sickness of

the chairman, and a great press of other business lying on the

table, it was not reached during the last Council.

At the organization of the present Council, Lane Schofield
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presented a communication in relation to a settlement of his

claim, which was referred to the Committee on Highways,
who requested me to report the same ordinance as was re-

ported to the last Council

:

Amount of contract, . _ _ $5,000 00
Private work for district, admitted as correct by

the Chairman and Surveyor, and allowed by
the Committee on Highways, - - 992 50

To credit by cash on account,

Bonds, - - - $2,500
Cash, . - . 150

$5,992 50

2,650 00

$3,342 50
From which deduct the amount of work un-

finished by Lane Schofield, the same having
been measured by Henry Haines and Earl
Shinn, as by resolution of Board of Commis-
sioners, and found to be - - $333 33

$3,009 17

MINORITY REPORT.

In the matter of the claim of Lane Schofield, the under-
signed, members of the committee appointed to report the

facts in relation thereto, beg leave to submit the following, as

their reasons for not agreeing with the majority of said com-
mittee, in their report

:

Lane Schofield contracted with the District of Penn to build

two culverts, to be completed before October 1st, 1853, for

the sum of $18,000. Of this sum, $13,000 was to be paid

for one culvert, and $5,000 for the other. The culvert which
was to be built for S13,000, Schofield never commenced—of
the other, he completed four-fifths, and then abandoned it,

leaving it to be finished by the district, which was done at

the expense of $867. By the terms of the contract, 20 per
cent, of the whole contract price was to be retained by the

Commissioners until the completion of the culvert. Previous
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to Schofield's abandonment of the work, he had been paid

according to the terms of the contract, in the district bonds,

the sum of $2,650. Sometime in the latter end of August

or the beginning of September, 1853, it was ascertained there

was due Schofield on this work some $700 or $800, at which

time Schofield desired that a bond in his favor for $1500 should

be drawn. This was refused, on the ground that that amount

was not due him. After this, some ten days' more work was
done on the culvert, when Mr. Haines, the District Surveyor,

certified that a bond in Schofield's favor might safely be drawn

for $1,000. This bond was drawn, or an offer to that effect

was made by Mr. Wood, Clerk of the Board of Commissioners,

who was duly authorized to draw such a bond. This bond

Schofield positively refused accepting, insisting that the bond

should be for $1500. There was some conflict in the testimony

as to whether the bond was offered before or after the work
was abandoned by Schofield. Mr. Wood testified that the

offer was made before the abandonment of the work. But

the undersigned do not deem it material in the inquiry as to

who broke this contract, whether the bond was offered before

or after Schofield had refused to proceed with the work. The
proper inquiry being, did the District of Peen fail to comply

with its obligations under the contract? If it did not, Scho-

field was not justified in refusing to perform his part of the

contract. From the evidence before the committee, it appeared

that not more than $1000 was due him when he stopped the

work, which was tendered him.

By the terms of the contract, Schofield was to be paid as

the work progressed, in bonds of not less than $500. The
only specification then of the amount that should be due him

when he would be entitled to a bond, was that it should not be

less than $500.

Schofield showed a determination not to complete this work,

else when he was offered the $1,000 bond he would have ac-

cepted it and went on to the performance of his contract. It

appears he would have been willing to do so if $1500 had

been paid him, thus showing that he did not consider the con-

tract at an end, but that he thought himself at liberty to

resume the work whenever the Board of Commissioners would

comply with his demands.

The contract to build these culverts was an entire one,

and whatever damages the district may have sustained by
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Schofield's non-performance of the same should be made a

set-off against this claim. And whether the contract was or was
not an entire one the same principle as to set-off is applicable.

The completion of the larger culvert cost the district some
^9,000 more than the contract price with Schofield for the

same. This was owing to the fact, that at the time "when the

culvert was completed, materials and labor were much higher

than when the contract was made with Schofield.

It was further stated to the committee, that when the work
was given to Schofield, a proposition from a responsible party

was before the committee, offering to construct the smaller of

the culverts for $1,425 less than the price at which it was
given to Schofield, but that the work was given to Schofield

because his offer for building the larger culvert was the lowest

—which part of the contract, as has already been stated,

Schofield never touched. The evidence before the committee

was very meagre in its character, and does not, in the opinion

of the undersigned, warrant the conclusions of the majority

of your committee.

Mr. Grout, who was Solicitor of the district at the time this

contract was made, and other gentlemen who, from the posi-

tions they held in the district at the time, must know much
in reference to this matter, were not before your committee

;

and from the evidence given to the committee it was impossi-

ble for the committee to ascertain what the city should in

justice claim by way of set-off, on account of the breach of

the contract on the part of Schofield. And the damage must

be ascertained before any amount can be reported as due

Schofield, for the law does not allow parties to break their

contracts at pleasure, subject those with whom they have

contracted to extraordinary expense by the reason of such

breach, and then recover the full amount for the work they

have done. If the actual loss sustained by the district be the

measure of damages to be set off against Schofield's claim, it

would make him the debtor and not the creditor. But the

undersigned did not consider it their duty to sit as jury in this

matter, and if they had considered such to be their duty,

they would have required a fuller investigation than was had,

before they could have come to a conclusion as to amounts.

We were driven to the alternative of allowing the whole of

the claim, independent of the question of damages, or of

declining to fix any amount as due either party. As the
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former course, under the circumstances, would be most unjust

to the city, we have chose to pursue the latter course, and
present the following propositions, which it is thought are to

be deduced from the evidence submitted to your committee :

First—That Lane Schofield failed to perform his part of

the contract between himself and the District of Penn.

Second That for his failure aforesaid, he has no legal

defence, as the concurrent stipulations of the district in said

contract were faithfully complied with by the district.

Third.—That by reason of Lane Schofield's failure to

perform his part of the contract, the district sustained damage
to the amount of some $9,000.

Fourth.—As Lane Schofield, without justifiable cause,

refused to perform his portion of the contract, and as the

district, by such non-performance sustained damage, he is

liable to them in damages, the amount of which your com-
mittee had not the means of justly fixing.

Respectfully submitted,

Henry T. King,

Geo. a. Binder.

APPENDIX No. 36.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON DAMAGES TO J. HARPER
AND COMPANY.

To the President and Members of Common Council:

The special committee appointed to consider the petition

and examine the premises of J. Harper & Co., respectfully

submit the following report

:

That we have made a very thorough examination of the

whole matter. We found about three feet of water in the

engine room of Harper & Co.'s factory, all efforts to pump
out having proved fruitless. The premises have been in this

condition since July 6, 1855.

Your committee found that a culvert had been constructed

many years since from the north-west corner of Ninth and

Franklin avenue. This culvert crosses the avenue diagonally

into private property, within about thirty feet of the premises

above named. At this point it makes a northern return.
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crossing the avenue diagonally, discharging its contents upon
an open lot, which lot has been recently filled up, the conse-

quences of which have been the almost ruin of the before-

mentioned company. Your committee, after a full and care-

ful examination of all the circumstances, are unanimously of
the opinion that the said J. Harper & Co. are entitled to

damages from the city.

We submit, as part of our report, the detailed statement of

the above party, marked (A), which w^e have adopted and
agreed to recommend as the amount of damages to which J.

Harper & Co. are justly entitled.

And, in furtherance of our report, respectfully recommend
the adoption of the following ordinance :

AN ORDINANCE

To make appropriation for damages to J. Harper & Co.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the city of

Philadelphia do ordain, that the sum of two thousand seven

hundred and three dollars be and the same is hereby appro-

priated to pay damages awarded to James Harper & Co.

Sect. 2. Warrants for the payment of the said appropria-

tion shall be drawn by the Chief Commissioner of Highways,
in the usual form.

C. B. F. O'Neill, chairman,
Geo. F. Gordon,
Geo. M. Sandgran,
James M. Gibson,

John Fuller, Jr.

To the President and Members of the Common Council of
the City of Philadelphia:

The memorial of the undersigned, owners and occupiers of

a Steam Saw Mill situate on the south side of Franklin

avenue, near Eighth street, in the Twentieth Ward, respect-

fully represent : That owing to the defective manner in which

the drainage of their property has been placed by the public

authorities, ihe undersigned have from continued flooding of

water, caused by such want of proper drainage, sustained
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great and heavy losses in their business, and to their pro-

perty above mentioned, and are at the same time under certain

apprenension of like disasters from the like cause ; in view of

all which, the undersigned respectfully ask your body to appoint

a special committee to visit the premises, the better to ascer-

tain the actual condition and the extent of damage sustained

by the undersigned from the causes above stated, in order to

enable Councils to know what reparation they ought to make
to the undersigned for the losses already suffered, and to take

further measures for the future preservation of the property

of the undersigned, as in right and justice they expect from
those in whom is placed the authority to do all that is asked

by the undersigned to this communication. ,

James Harper & Co.

Common Council Chamber, )

Philadelphia, Sept. 6th, 1855. j

At a meeting of Common Council held this day, the follow-

ing members were appointed, on petition of James Harper &
Co., to visit their property and examine as to their damage :

Messrs. O'Neill, chairman, Gibson, Fuller, Gordon, Sandgran.

Extract from the minutes.

Attest, John M. Riley,

Clerk of Common Council.

To C. B. F. O'Neill, Esq., chairman.

(A.)

Statement made for examination by the Committee in James
Harper Sf Co.'s case, for Damages against the city of
Philadelphia.

To amount paid for bailing and pumping water by

hands, and running the engine all Sunday night,

July 9, - - - - - - S25 00

To am't expenses incurred for bailing, pumping and

running the engine to try and keep clear of water,

from the 10th to 21st July last, - - - 123 00

Amount carried forward, - - ;|?148 00
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Amount brought forward, - - $148 00
To am't paid for pumping water and bailing from

21st to 28th July, 19 00
To am't paid by order of Board of Health, for

pumping and bailing from 28th July to Aug. 11th, 88 62
To am't paid engineer's wages from July 21st to

Sept. 21st, at which time we hope to start, he

has been employed to keep the engine from en-

tire destruction, having taken it mostly apart, 90 00
To am't of Spring, Hess & Co., and Pascall Years-

ly's estimate to repair engine, rebuild the boiler,

and reline the engine, as per their estimates

submitted, $1,000, and of this amount we ask

$650, as we think it can be done for that price, 650 00
To am't of damages by water on the turned work,

bed-posts, &c., also, walnut and mahogany ve-

neers in cellars adjoining, and chair stuff in cellar,

with the engine, at least $250, ask - - 175 00
To am't bill of damages claimed of me by T. S.

Price, tenant in second and third stories, for not

supplying him with four-horse power, as per

agreement, $33 per week, which is calculated

to 21st Sept., which time we expect to start, 292 00
To am't of bill paid for staying and fastening up

the building on the west side of the mill, - 20 00
To am't of bill of damages claimed by Jas. Mahony,

which amount he says he has really paid out to

hands and apprentice boys, which he will claim, 125 00
To am't of lost time to James Harper & Co., from

July 21st to September 21st, 9 weeks, $50, 450 00
There will also be to me a loss of rent from T. S.

Price of nine weeks, at S400 per annum, and

James Mahony nine weeks, at $350 per annum,
which they say they have not calculated to pay

in making their bills, which we hold for damages,

Price $69 75, Mahony $60 75, (these bills

were for their actual losses already sustained,) 130 50
Will cost to rebuild the bolt shop, which is now in

a falling condition from the inundation, at least 65 00

To am't of injury to James Harper & Co. by loss

of contracts, and losses already sustained by

24 Amount carried forward, - - $2,203 12
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Amount brought forward, - - 82,203 12
giving out those already made at losses to us,

loss of trade, which has become much scattered,

and in all probability will but in a very small

proportion ever return, will be at least i52,000,

for which we only ask $500, say nothing of the

expenses of over 600 feet of 30 inch culvert

which I am compelled to put down, by direc-

tions as to size, for my own use, - - 500 00

$2,703 12

This I offer to the city of Philadelphia, through Council, as

a compromise, if amicably accepted after their examination
by committee, but do not name this as my whole damage
should I be compelled to recover by suit.

Messrs. James Harper & Co.

—

Sirs

:

—I shall hold you
responsible to me for damages for not supplying me with my
power, as per agreement, from the 21st of July to September
21st, at which time you say you will be running again, say at

$33 per week. Thos. L. Price.

James Harper & Co

—

Gentlemen

:

—You are hereby noti-

fied, in consequence of your failure to supply me with power
to prosecute my business, I will be compelled to ask and
expect you to make reparation in part. Knowing as I do your
own losses have been very heavy, I only desire monies I have
been compelled to pay journeymen employed under contract,

and apprentice boys bound, amounting in all to $125, be re-

funded. The losses I have sustained by a stoppage of business,

I am not disposed to say anything about. Trusting this may
be satisfactory, I remain, gent's, &c.,

J. Mahony.
Philadelphia, Sept. 4th, 1855.

Health Office, Aug. 8th, 1855.

To Mr. Price, owner, or to the agent or occupier ofpremises
situate south-west corner of Franklin street and Girard
avenue.

You are hereby notified and required to have removed
forthwith, a certain nuisance on the above described property.
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arising from stagnant water in the cellar, which nuisance has

been complained of by citizens residing contiguous thereto,

and declared to be prejudicial to the public health. On failure

to do and perform which, the said nuisance will be removed

at your expense, and a lien entered, agreeably to the provisions

of the Act of Assembly.

By order of the Board of Health.

T. Bedford, Messenger.

Extractfrom the Jid of Assembly of January 29, 1818,/or

Establishing a Health Ojfice, ^c.

Sect. 27. "If the owners or occupiers of the premises on

which any nuisance may be found, and the owners of the

houses to which the said privies are appurtenant, shall, on due

notice thereof, refuse or neglect to have the same immediately

removed, emptied or corrected, as aforesaid, he, she or they

so refusing or neglecting, shall forfeit and pay, for every such

offence, any sum, not less than tiventy nor more than two

hundred dollars, to be recovered and appropriated as by this

Act directed."

Messrs. J. Harper & Co Gents:—Having examined

your steam engine and apparatus, we consider that it will

require at least one thousand dollars to put it in good order.

Respectfully, yours,

Sept. 8th, 1855. Spring, Hess & Co.

Philadelphia, Sept. 8th, 1855.

To Messrs. James Harper & Co.

—

Gentlemen:—After

having examined the condition of your steam engine and

boiler and steam apparatus, in consultation with the firm of

Spring, Hess & Co., I beg leave to report that it will cost

you about one thousand dollars to put the same in good con-

dition, and set it at work again in good order, all of which I

beg leave most respectfully to report to you.

Yours, truly,

Pascall Yearsly.
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APPENDIX No. 37.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MOORE STREET CULVERT.

The special committee appointed to inquire respecting

certain alterations made in the bids for building the Moore
street culvert, respectfully report

:

That having made as thorough an investigation in the mat-

ter of the alleged alterations in certain proposals for the

building of the Moore street culvert, as was deemed neces-

sary, they are not able to say upon the evidence elicited,

when or by whom the said alterations were made. The
Chief Commissioner of Highways denies having had any

knowledge of them until they were brought to his notice by
others, when, upon examining the papers, he saw and admitted

that the bids of Mr. McCloskey and of Mr. Pickins, for exca-

vation, appeared to have been changed, the one from 14 to

44 cents, and the other from 13| to 63| cents.

The Commissioners, who were also examined, assert their

ignorance of any alterations, until they were informed after

making their estimates and reports of the bids, that those of

McCloskey and Pickins, for excavation, had been altered as

already described. On the other hand, Michael McCloskey
and Robert Pickins, who were the bidders, and Jas. McClos-

key, who put in the proposals for his father, Michael McClos-

key, all testified under oath, that the bids for excavation as

put in by them were altered after they had been deposited in

the hands of the Chief Commissioner of Highways.

An inspection of the original papers shows that the bids in

question were first changed, in one instance by converting the

figure one into the figure four, and in the other case the figure

one into the figure six, and that they were afterwards re-

altered by erasures so as to restore the units as orginally

written.

Your committee, therefore, cannot, upon such testimony,

pretend to account for a fact which appears palpably on the

face of the proposals. They, however, deem it proper to

append to their report, for the satisfaction of the Council, the

evidence obtained in the course of the examination of the

several witnesses summoned before them. They, moreover,

esteem it their duty to say that the Chief Commissioner of

Highways, in volunteering to alter, and actually altering the
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bids of McCloskey and Pickins, for excavation, from what
they appeared to be as written in their proposals, to what the

said persons averred them to have been when originally put

in, exceeded his authority in a manner which cannot be sanc-

tioned hereafter without exposing individuals, as well as the

government, to gross injustice and wrong. His duty evidently

was to have reported the bids as he found them upon unsealing

the papers, and in assuming to modify them upon the allega-

tions of an error in them by any body, much less interested

parties, he w^as, though he may have acted from no improper
motive, guilty of a dangerous and highly censurable arroga-

tion of power.

Your committee, respectfully submitting the above as their

report, ask to be discharged from the further consideration ©f

the subject.

Fred. W. Grayson,
Geo. W. Biddle,
Spencer Roberts,
Samuel Barton.

August 8th, 1855.

Committee appointed to examine into the alterations alleged

to have been made in the proposals for the construction of the

Moore street culvert. Present—Messrs. Grayson, Spencer

Roberts and Biddle.

Mr. Birch sworn.—Please state where and when the papers

were received ? Received by me and opened in the presence

of the whole Board. When ? Some not received until the

morning of opening ; they were placed in one of the drawers

in the large desk in my office ; the proposals for cleaning the

streets were thrown in with them ; the drawers were locked
;

for opening proposed blank day. Had any one access besides

yourself? No; the drawer was frequently opened in the

interval, and frequently a bunch of keys left in the drawers

during intervals of the day ; the bids were opened in the

presence of the Commissioners, some of whom kept a tally

list as the bids were called out ; when the bid of McCloskey was
opened, 44 for excavation, Robert Pickins 63| ; I broke the

seals of the bids ; the bid of Mr. McCloskey did not appear

to have been altered ; the alterations were made after ; some
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days after the bids were opened, Mr. Pickins came in to me
and stated that the bids were understood to be 63| ; he re-

marked that his bid had been altered, as his bid was 13|^

;

I made no reply, but looking at the figures, they look as if

they had been altered ; Mr. Pickins made the remark that the

ink was not alike ; I then made the alteration back to 14 and

13| respectively ; the seals did not appear to have been opened

before I opened them ; I never saw the bids until opened by
me in presence of the board.

Sworn and subscribed this eighth day of August, 1855.

John H. Parker, sworn.—I was present when the bids

were opended ; was Secretary of the Board ; have been

so since the Board was organized ; read off immediately

after being opened ; kept no record ; Mr. Birch did ; did not

appear that any alteration had been made when I saw them

;

Mr. Birch opened the bids and read them off ; did not go to

the drawer where the bids were.

Sworn and subscribed this eighth day of August, 1855.

James H. Hurtt, sworn.—I know nothing relative to the

alterations ; Mr. Birch opened the bids ; nothing said about

any alterations when opened ; had no conversation with either

McCloskey or Pickins ; I never was in the drawers.

Sworn and subscribed this eighth day of August, 1855.

Chas. McCowan, sworn.—Kept a record of the bids ; I do

not know the time when the proposals of Moore street culvert

were opened ; never had access to the drawers
;
present when

the bids were opened and kept tally list A ; noticed nothing un-

usual in the bids ; did not examine the bids at the time ; Mr.
Pickins was after me almost every day as to what chance of

his getting the Moore street culvert ; declined telling him ; did

not want the culvert unless he was the lowest bidder ; I told

him if he depended on that chance he could not get the con-

tract, his bid was too high ; I told him this after the bids were

opened, and previous to anything being said respecting the

alterations; he pressed me very close to know what his bid

was; I laughed at him and finally told him the idea of his

getting the contractfor excavation, at63| cents, was absurd; he

said his bid was not in at that price; I asked him what it was;

he said he did not know at that time as he had not the bids

with him ; he then commenced searching in his pockets and
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picked out a paper, one of the printed proposals, with figures

to each item ; he pointed to the item of excavation and showed
me the figures 13|, and said if it was not that it was altered

;

nothing else passed at that interview ; next day he called at

the oflSce and asked me if he could see his proposal ; I told

him I thought he could ; I would go and see Mr. Birch ; I

then saw Mike McCloskey, who came in after him ; Mr. Birch

then showed him the one marked Pickins ; before Mr. Birch

or Pickins said anything, McCloskey, Pickins' partner, said

that has been altered ; it is a different colored ink ; anybody can
see it ; he then called Mr. Birch's attention to where it had
been altered ; Mr. Birch pulled out McCloskey's bid and he
said that had been altered also with different colored ink ; I

do not know in whose hand writing McCloskey's bid is ; I ex-

amined the alteration, and it was plain it had been altered ; I

observed at that time the alteration did appear to have been
made for the purpose of concealment ; I don't recollect that

either made a reply to the answer—McCloskeys, father and
son ; Mike McCloskey, Pickins' partner, did not exhibit any
astonishment or anger when I told him his bid was 63| ; the

printed specification is in form annexed to the Report of the

Committee on Highways ; the proposals were not announced
as I know until announced in Councils by the Report of the

Committee on Highways.
Sworn and subscribed this eighth day of August, 1855.

Geo. Myers sworn.—I did not see any of the proposals for

the Moore street culvert ; was present when they were opened

;

all the Commissioners and Mr. Birch were present when opened;

I never examined the proposals of Mr. Pickins and McCloskey
until after the report that they had been altered ; the first I

heard of it was the report in Council, a week afterwards

;

when I first saw the bids after this, they stood as they now
stand ; some time after I met Mr. Pickins, who said they had
been altered somewhere, and laughed at the idea of his want-
ing 63| for excavation ; I think I told him that was not

much higher above the highest than the lower was below the

lowest ; very little else said ; I had no acquaintance with the

man; I believe I have stated all my knowledge of the subject.

Sworn and subscribed this eighth day of August, 1855.

F. Emhardt sworn—I am one of the Commissioners ; first

I saw of them was the day they were opened ; all the Com-
missioners and Chief Commissioner were present ; no one else

;
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I saw Mr. Birch open and read them, and did not see them
after ; at the time it was mentioned in Councils was the first

I heard of the alteration ; never examined them ; I never

until now saw the alterations of McCloskey & Pickins to the

best of my knowledge ; never heard McCloskey or Pickins

speak of the alterations; don't know them; Mr. Birch

gathered the bids after read, and put them into his drawers
;

sent the recommendations with the bids to the Committee
on Highways.

Mr. Birch re-examined.—Bids opened on Saturday, 23d
June ; adjourned without any action until Tuesday, at which

time the Committee on Highways met, when the bids

with the recommendations were sent to the committee ; I

was before the Committee on Highways when they were
laid before them ; they did not remark the alterations in the

bids ; not until the next meeting of the Committee were the

alterations made known.
Sworn and subscribed this eighth day of August, 1855.

Committee adjourned until to-morrow morning at 11

o'clock.

Thursday, Aug. 9, 1855.

Committee met.—Present, Messrs. Grayson, Biddle and

Spencer Roberts.

Jas. McCloskey sworn—I put in proposals for my father

;

the proposals annexed to the Report of the Committee on

Highways is in my hand-writing ; w^hen I put the proposal in

the item of excavation was 14 cents, without any erasure or

alteration ; my proposals were in an adhesive envelope, also

waxed, and addressed to Thomas Birch, Chief Commissioner

of Highways, also endorsed Proposals for Moore street cul-

vert ; I do not recollect exactly the day it was handed in, but

think it was the 12th of July I handed it to Mr. Birch ; saw it

as near as I recollect about two weeks after ; the figures fol-

lowing excavation was altered by a prefix before the 1 ; the

added figures 14 were not there at that time, nor was there

any erasure as now appears ; I then saw that paper in Birch's

hands ; I told Birch it had been altered from 14 to 44 ; Mr.

Birch said it undoubtedly had, or words to that effect ; I think

Mr. Birch also said he would place it before the Commissioners

;
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that it would not alter my bid ; the alteration as it now ap-

pears was not then made, nor do I know when it was made;
never had any conversation with Mr. Birch afterwards about

it ; I never had any conversation with any of the Commis-
sioners on the subject ; my only knowledge as to how or when
the alteration from 14 to 44 was made, is the knowledge that

the alteration must have been made between the time I put

in the bid and when I saw the bid in Mr. Birch's hands, as

before stated ; this copy of the bids was made on the 15th

of June, the day on which it bears date; I think I handed

the proposal in the Saturday after the date of the bid ; it

might have been a day or two days after the bids were made
out that I handed it ; I am positive the seal was perfect.

The proposals were sealed up and carried in my pocket-book

until delivered to Birch ; the bids were made out on 15th

June and handed in 16th, nobody having access to them dur-

ing that time. My brother wrote the application of Mr.
Pickins, annexed to the report of the Commissioners of High-

ways.
Sworn and subscribed this ninth day of August, 1855.

Miller N. Everly sworn.—Am one of the Commissioners;

I cannot recollect the day when I saw the bids opened, but

it was on the day allotted ; I did not see the bids ; I heard

them read by the Chief Commissioner ; 1 kept a tally list ; I

first heard the alterations were made in casual conversation
;

I never saw the bid or proposals, except in Birch's hands,

until to-day ; I never handled any of them myself; never saw
the alteration until to-day.

Sworn and subscribed this ninth day of August, 1855.

Mr. Meyers, being re-called.—I wish to correct a portion

of my testimony yesterday, in regard to the time I first heard

the report of the alterations. I heard it on the morning pre-

vious to the meeting of Councils, in the office of the Commis-
sioner, either from Mr. Hines, or Mr. McCowan or some
gentleman present. I then stepped into the back office, and

saw the bids in the hands of Mr. Knorr, member of Councils

from Twenty-fourth ward ; when Mr. Knorr left I took them

up and examined them; that was the first time I had them

in my hands ; I have been a Commissioner since last October

;

this was the first time proposals were opened in the board ; I

dont think Mr. Birch offered the proposals, when thev were

25
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opened, to any of the Commissioners to look at ; they were

on the table and any one might have looked at them. We
were in session,! thirik, at least an hour and a half; did not

select the bids on that day ; orenerally ascertain which is the

lowest and best bidder, by making inquiry among ourselves

;

made the comparison of the bids by the tally kept by the

members of the board, and not by examining the bids as

contained in the original papers. This was the first time

that any bids were opened ; I only refer to what was done at

this time.

Sworn and subscribed this ninth day of August, 1855.

Adjourned to Monday, 20th, at 4 o'clock.

Monday, Aug. 20, 1855.

Committee met.—Present, Messrs. Spencer Roberts, Bid-

die and Barton.

Mr. Pickins sworn—I put in proposals for the Moore street

culvert, directed to the Commissioners of Highways, I think

on Thursday, 14th of June; we made the proposals out on

Thursday evening ; handed them in the following Saturday

at noon ; the paper annexed to the Report of the Committee

is my proposal ; the proposals are in the hand-writing of

Michael jMcCloskey ; my name is signed to the proposals by

my authority ; I saw these proposals written ; they were

sealed up in an envelope, and directed to Mr. Birch, Com-
missioner of Highways ; carefully laid by in Michael Mc-
Closkey's desk; that desk was kept locked; nobody had

access to it but Michael McCloskey and myself; I saw it on

Saturday again for the last time, just before it was handed to

Mr. Birch; it was not sealed up until Saturday morning ; I

did not see it in the interval between Thursday and Saturday
;

I saw the face of the proposals on Saturday before they were

handed in ; the figures then, after excavation, were 13| cts.

;

the paper had not been altered in the interval to my know-
ledge ; I am quite sure the figures were 13| on that day, as

I. went over the proposals ; the paper has been altered since

;

the one has been made into a six, so as to read 63| ; I learned

of the alteration shortly after the meeting of the Board of

Commissioners ; I asked Mr. McCowan, one of the Commis-
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sioners, what show I had of the culvert ; he told me none, I

was too high up ; he told me I was 65 cts. for excavation ; I

told him it was not so ; I made further iifquiry, and ascer-

tained from Mr. Enos ray bid was 63| ; I went to the office

and asked to see the proposals, which were shown me ; I told

Mr. Birch the 1 in the 13 had been altered ; I asked Mr.
Birch if it did not look so ; he said it did ; I dont know
whether Mr. Birch altered it back in my presence ; Mr. Birch

made no remark, as to whether the alteration should affect me
or not; he did not tell me at that time I should have the bene-

fit of the bid as originally made by me. We had very little

conversation together ; I have not seen the proposals since

then until now ; the 13| now on it, I did not see on it when
I saw it in Mr. Birch's presence ; I do not know in whose
hand writing those figures are ; the 6 in the 63 had not

been altered then ; I calculated the excavation would have
been a very heavy job ; I had no distinct idea of the propor-

tion it would have borne to the rest of the work. Michael
McCloskey, who wrote my proposals, was not to have been

a partner in the work ; he had been, and is now, interested

in work with me. James McCloskey was not, nor is now, in-

terested with me. James McCloskey had a proposal written

out while we were there ; this one annexed to the report

looks like it ; I believe this to be the one ; I am pretty nearly

certain the one signed by James McCloskey is not in Michael

McCloskey's hand-writing ; I am familiar with both ; I do not

know how the alteration was made ; I have stated all my
knowledge in the affair fully ; at the time the proposals were
made, James McCloskey and I did not contemplate a partner-

ship in that or any other work. I knew the price bid by
James McCloskey for excavation, before it was put in ; I did

not know James McCloskey's bid for sewers when it was put

in ; I did not know anything of any of his bids only for exca-

vation.

Sworn and subscribed this twentieth day of August, 1855.

Michael McCloskey sworn.—I wrote the proposals signed

Robert Pickins, annexed to the report of the Committee on
Highways ; I wrote it on a Thursday, preceding the last day
on which the proposals were to be put in ; about the middle

of June. After it was written I handed it to Mr. Pickins

for approval, who approved it; the bid for excavation was
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13| cents. I had it in my possession from the time it was
written, until it was handed to my brother ; it was sealed on

Saturday, in ray presence and ray brother's presence ; I saw
the face of the bid on the Saturday when it was handed

to ray brother ; Mr. Pickins and I saw it just before it was
sealed up and handed to ray brother ; it was then 13^ for

excavation ; I had seen a bid of James McCloskey's for exca-

vation at 14 cents; I was not connected in any way with ray

father in business at that time ; I knew one or two other

items of James McCloskey's bids ; Pickins' proposal was
then written ; I think I knew the inlet bid ; I knew the tim-

ber bid ; I think I did not know the man-hole shafts, tunnel-

ling, or any other. The proposals of my father, JaraesMcClos-

key, and Mr. Pickins were not to any itera coraraunicated to

each other before they were written, respectively ; they

were entirely independent bids ; the bids in James McClos-

key's bids are in ray brother's hand-writing, not in mine.

I first learned the alteration in Pickins' bid in Montgomery
county, about ten days or two weeks after they were put in

;

Mr. Pickins then told me, and said I had made a great mis-

take ; I said, you saw it after it was written ; he said he knew
that, bu,t several had told him it was 65 cents for excavation

;

I answered, it was not, it was 13| cents. I first saw the

alteration in Mr. Birch's office, a few days after this conver-

sation ; 1 made the remark then, it had been done with a dif-

ferent colored ink, and rather clumsily. Mr. Birch was pre-

sent : I do not know what he said ; it had not then been

altered back again, nor were the duplicate figures 13| there

at that tirae ; I cannot say it was in the sarae envelope at the

tirae Mr. Birch showed it to me ; Mr. McCowan was present

when he showed it to me ; I have no knowledge who made
the alteration, nor when it was done. When I was at the

Commissioner's I saw my father's proposal ; the alteration

was obvious ; Mr. Birch made a side remark, that it had been

altered before it was handed in ; I did not hear Mr. Birch say

he would give Mr. Pickins the benefit of the alleged bid.

Sworn and subscribed this twentieth day of August, 1855.
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APPENDIX No. 38.

Department of Public Highways,
Philadelphia, Sept. 20, 1855.

To the Select and Common Councils :

By a resolution of Councils, approved the 19th September,

the Department of Highways was directed to contract for the

cleansing of the 4th district, with Messrs. Smith, Seckel &
Co. By the accompanying communication it will be seen that

the firm has dissolved partnership, and the business is con-

tinued by Messrs. Francis S. Altemus & Co.

The undersigned submits the subject to Councils for their

action, as no contract can be made with the parties named in

the resolution.

Very respectfully,

Thos. Birch,

Chief Commissioner.

Philadelphia, Sept. 20, 1855.

Thos. Birch, Esq., Chief Commissioner of Highways

:

Dear Sir—The firm of Smith, Seckel & Co., was dis-

solved on the 25th of July last, by A. G. Seckel selling his

right and interest in said firm to F. S. Altemus. You will

see notice of publication in the North American and U. S.

Gazette, also Evening Bulletin, on the 27th of same month,

when the firm of Smith, Altemus & Co. w^as formed. On 6th

August the firm of Smith, Altemus & Co. was dissolved, by

an agreement of arbitration entered into by R. A. Smith, F.

S. Altemus and Isaac Hyneman.
R. A. Smith being unable to pay the award of fifty thou-

sand dollars ($50,000) made by arbitrators, and buy out the

firm, as per said agreement, sold all his right, title and inte-

rest in the said firm of Smith, Altemus &, Co., to Francis S.

Altemus and Isaac Hyneman, for the sum of five hundred dol-

lars, ($500) as per award of said arbitrators. This sum was
to be paid Robt. A. Smith, by Altemus & Hyneman, the

remaining partners, on the 17th inst., accompanied by a bond

of indemnity to hold Smith harmless for any debts due by said

firm. The bond was tendered, and we notified him we w^ere
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ready to pay him the five hundred dollars awarded him, as

soon as he removed an attachment of Mr. Henry L. Elder

against the $500 in our hands, issued by District Court, Sep-

tember Term, No. 503, for $3,000, being a judgment said

Elder holds against R. A. Smith. This is not yet done

—

as he has not notified us to that effect.

We have thought proper to state these facts to you, and to

claim the contract awarded by the honorable Select and Com-
mon Councils, for cleaning the streets in the 4th district, to

the firm of Smith, Seckel & Co., as we are the only parties

entitled to receive the same, as the successors of that firm.

You have the names of our securities in your hands, and we
are now ready to go to work as soon as the contract is

delivered to us.

Very respectfully yours,

Francis S. Altemus & Co.,

Per A. G. Seckel, Attorney.

APPENDIX No. 39.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Finance beg leave to offer report, with
bill annexed, entitled " An Ordinance to make an appropria-

tion for the purpose therein mentioned," and ask its adop-
tion.

Thos. Craven, cJi'n, Wm. B. R. Selby,
James C. Hand, O. P. Cornman,
James Davenport, John Welsh,
Chas. B. Penrose, W. C. Patterson.

AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation for the purpose therein mentioned.

Section I. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of four thousand

nine hundred and twelve dollars and forty cents be and the

same is hereby appropriated for payment to Isaac R. Trimble,
for the amount of the decree in his favor, with interest, and
taxed costs in his suit in equity against the City of Philadel-
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phia, in the Circuit Court of the United States, for the East-

ern District of Pennsylvania, of October Session, 1854, No. 3.

Section 2. "Warrants for the payment of the said appro-

priation shall be drawn by the City Solicitor.

APPENDIX NO. 40.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Finance beg leave to offer report, with
bill annexed, entitled " An Ordinance to make an appropria-

tion for the purposes therein mentioned," and ask its adop-

tion.

Thos. Craven, ch'n, Wm. B. R. Selby,
James C. Hand, O. P. Cornman,
James Davenport, John Welsh,
Chas. B. Penrose, W. C. Patterson.

AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation for the purposes therein mentioned.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of fifteen thousand

five hundred and sixty-two dollars and fifty cents, be and the

same is hereby appropriated for the payment of the following

claims and demands on the corporation, namely :

1. Eli K. Price, for services as a member of the late County
Board, sixty-three dollars.

2. George M. Howell, for salary as Mayor of the late Dis-

trict of the Northern Liberties, to September 30, 1854, one

hundred and twenty-five dollars.

3. George W. Ridgway & Co., for oil furnished to the late

district of Penn, to September 20, 1854, two hundred and

eighteen dollars and ninety cents.

4. Joseph Plankinton, for auditing accounts of the late dis-

trict of Spring Garden, five hundred dollars.

5. The corporation of Christ Church, the corporation of

St. Peter's Church and the corporation of St. Stephen's

Church, for ringing of bells on the 4th day of July, 1855,

eighty dollars.
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6. Esther L. Newbold, for over payment made by her to

the late District of Moyaraensing, in charge for water pipe,

fifty dollars.

7. Dougherty & Powers, for over payment made by them
in charge for water pipe in front of their property, in Dickin-
son street between Tenth street and the Passyunk road, fifty

dollars.

8. The Philadelphia and Trenton Railroad Company, for

over payment made by them in charge for water pipe at the

north-east corner of Front and Harrison streets, fifty

dollars.

9. Jesper Harding, for publishing ordinances in the Penn-
sylvania Inquirer newspaper, one hundred and sixty-six dol-

lars and seventeen cents.

10. Morton McMichael, for advertisements in the North
American and United States Gazette, twelve hundred and
eighteen dollars and ninety-nine cents.

11. Samuel Allen, Sheriff, for collecting election boxes in

the 4th and 19th wards, in the year 1854, fifty dollars.

12. Hoffman & Mowritz, for advertising Sheriff's Procla-
mation in October, 1854, one hundred and fifty dollars.

13. Tunis Van Brunt, for amount of judgment, interest

and costs in his suit against the late District of Richmond, one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine dollars and fifteen

cents.

14. To pay for professional services, rendered in certain

suits commenced before the passage of the Consolidation Act,

as follows : to J. Murray Rush, one hundred dollars ; W. L.
Hirst, one hundred and fifty dollars; J. W. Higgins, one
hundred and fifty dollars ; James Goodman, three hundred
dollars; Wra. B. Reed, tw^o hundred and fifty dollars ; J. A.
Phillips, two hundred and fifty dollars.

15. To pay defendant's witnesses, in the case of Van Brunt
against the late District of Richmond, one hundred and fifty-

three dollars and seventy-five cents.

16. Alexander Purves, for lead furnished to the late dis-

trict of Southwark, in June, 1854, fifty-eight dollars and
sixty-eight cents.

17. Morris, Tasker & Morris, for iron pipe and materials

furnished to the late Districts of Southwark and Moyamensing,
from August 23 to October 26, 1854, one thousand three

hundred and eighty-two dollars and eighty-nine cents.
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18. John H. Miller, for hauling pipes and materials for the

late District of Spring Garden to March 17, 1854, five hun-

dred and seventy-five dollars.

19. R. & S. H. Jones, for iron pipes and materials fur-

nished the late District of Moyamensing, to March 29, 1854,

five hundred and fifty-nine dollars and thirteen cents.

20. Samuel Sraeeton, for work performed for and materials

furnished to the late District of Kensington to June 26, 1854,

five dollars and sixty cents.

21. The Germantown Water Company, for water furnished

to fire plugs, one hundred and seventy-five dollars.

22. Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital, for the board of

certain patients, six hundred and twenty-five dollars and

forty-seven cents.

23. Board of Inspectors of the Eastern Penitentiary, for the

expense of prisoners for the year 1854, convicted in the courts

of Philadelphia county, five thousand six hundred and twenty-

three dollars and twenty-two cents.

24. Board of Managers of the House of Correction, to

meet the expenses incurred by them, the sum of six hundred

and sixty-two dollars and fifty-five cents.

Sect. 2. Warrants for payment of the said appropriation,

for items 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 22, 23 and 24,

shall be drawn by the City Treasurer ; for items 13, 14 and

15, by the City Solicitor, and for items 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and

1 by the Chief Engineer of the Water Works.

APPENDIX No. 41.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred com-
munications from Jos. R. Flanigan and Wallace & Fletcher,

relative to their claims for advertising for the Receiver of

Taxes in December last, have had the same under considera-

tion, and report the bill annexed, entitled "An Ordinance to

make an appropriation to the Department of Receiver of

Taxes for the purposes therein mentioned," and ask its adop-
tion.

Thos. Craven, ch'n, O. P. Cornman,
James C. Hand, Jno. Welsh,
James Davenport, Chas. B. Penrose.

26 Wm. B. R. Selby,
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AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation to the Department of Eeceiver of Taxes,

for the purposes therein mentioned.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of ten thousand dol-

lars be and the same is hereby appropriated to the Depart-
ment of the Receiver of Taxes, for the purpose of paying for

advertising the lists of unpaid tax-payers in December, 1854,
as follows, viz

:

To Joseph R. Flanigan, twenty-five hundred dollars.

To Wallace Sn Fletcher, twenty-five hundred dollars.

To Jesper Harding, twenty-five hundred dollars.

To Alexander Cummings, twenty-five hundred dollars.

APPENDIX No. 42.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report a bill providing for

the payment of certain road damages, and recommend that it

be passed.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch'n. W. H. Stokes,

O. P. CORNMAN, AlGN. S. RoBERTS,
Wm. B. R. Selby, D. C. Enos,

P. A. Keyser, Thomas J. Roberts.

September 13, 1855.

AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation to the Department of Highways, Bridges,

Sewers and Cleansing the City, to pay certain road damages in cer-

tificates of City debt.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of twenty-one thousand

one hundred and forty-one dollars be and the same is hereby

appropriated to the Department of Highways, Bridges,

Sewers and Cleansing the City, for the purpose of paying, in

manner hereinafter mentioned, the following amounts assessed
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as damages for piking, sustained by the following named
persons by the opening of streets, that is to say :

To Richard Wistar, twenty-five hundred dollars.

To Enos Chapman, two hundred dollars.

To James F. Shannon, one hundred dollars.

To Edward White, six hundred dollars.

To Peter Marsellis, two thousand and eighty dollars.

To Jacob W. Horter, four hundred dollars.

To Matthew Walker, three hundred dollars.

To James Howard, three hundred and fifty dollars.

To Elizabeth Rubicam's estate, fifteen hundred dollars.

To Mary Ann Leeds, eighteen hundred and sixty-six dol-

lars.

To Hartman Kuhn, eight hundred dollars.

To Robert Earp's estate, five hundred dollars.

To Thomas Earp, five hundred dollars.

The said amounts being assessed for damages by the open-

ing of Spring Garden street, from Broad to Schuylkill Seventh,

and from Schuylkill Fifth to Nixon street.

To Tylee Allen, two hundred and twenty dollars ; to

Philip Duffy, six hundred dollars; the said amounts being

assessed for damages by the opening of Richmond street be-

tween William and Ann streets.

To George Brinton, trustee of Mary C. Phillips, seven

hundred and fifty dollars ; assessed for damages by the open-

ing of Columbia street from Parry to Hancock street.

To Jacob Fisher, one hundred dollars ; to James McCort,

one hundred dollars ; assessed for damages by the opening of

Charlotte street, in the late District of Kensington.

To Samuel Grim, three hundred dollars ; assessed for

damages by the opening of Marshall street, in the late Dis-

trict of Penn.

To Joseph Naglee, administrator d. b. n. c. t. a. of the

estate of Henry Naglee, deceased, four hundred dollars; as-

sessed for damages by the opening of Tenth street from

Camac street to Germantown road.

To Merchant Stern, one hundred dollars ; to Samuel Wil-

son, seventy-five dollars ; assessed for damages by the open-

ing of Hedge street between Oxford and Unity streets.

To Harrison & Brothers, five hundred dollars; assessed for

damages by the opening of Harrison street from Front to

Howard streets.

To W. A. Simpson, eight hundred dollars ; assessed for
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damages by the opening of Baker street, in the late township
of Manayunk.
To William Craig, five hundred dollars ; assessed for

damages by the opening of Moore street from the river Dela-
ware to the western boundaries of the late District of South-
wark.

To John Dyer, four thousand dollars ; to Charles Thomas,
one thousand dollars, being the sums which they have agreed
to accept as compensation for injuries done to their respective

properties in Broad street, by the widening of said street from
the Germantown turnpike to the Germantown railroad.

Sect. 2. Warrants for the payment of the said appropria-
tion shall be drawn by the Chief Commissioner of Highways.
The following sums shall be paid in money, viz : eighty dollars

to said Peter Marsellis, fifty dollars to James Howard, sixty-

six dollars to Mary Ann Leeds, twenty dollars to Tylee
Allen, fifty dollars to George Brinton and seventy-five dollars

to William Wilson, and the balance of the said appropriation
in certificates of city debt ; and the warrants to be drawn as

aforesaid, shall express how much of the amount for which
they are drawn are payable in money, and how much in said

certificates: Provided, no warrant shall issue until the usual

certificate shall be produced from the Court of Quarter Ses-

sions, that the damages aforesaid have been assessed by a

jury, and their report been confirmed absolutely, nor until

the City Solicitor certify that there are no liens against the

property, for injury to which the said damages have been
awarded : Provided, nevertheless, that such certificate from
the said court shall not be required in the case of the payment
to John Dyer and Charles Thomas, of the amounts herein

appropriated for them.

Sect. 3. Upon the delivery of any such warrants, counter-
signed by the Controller to the City Treasurer, as specifies

that the payment of the amounts therein mentioned are to be
made in certificates of city debt, the said Treasurer shall

deliver to the person in whose favor the same is drawn, or to

his order, certificates of city debt to the amount expressed in

such warrant, which certificates shall be such as are provided
for and described in an ordinance approved August 23, 1855,
entitled " An Ordinance to provide for the issue of certificates

of debt in payment of road damages, and to pay the contract

price of the Fire Alarm and Police Telegraph," and the said

certificates shall be a portion of those authorized to be issued.
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APPENDIX No. 43.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report the annexed resolu-

tion authorizing the paving of certain streets, which they

recommend should be paved.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch^n, B. R. Miller,
Wm. B. R. Selby, O. p. Cornman,
Algn. S. Roberts, D. C. Enos,
Thomas J. Roberts, Geo. A. Binder.

September 6th, 1855.

Resolved, That the owners of property on Lewis street

between Eighth and Ninth streets ; Fisher street between

Eighth and Ninth streets ; Market street from Fortieth to

to Forty-second street, and Cumberland street from Com-
merce street to the Aramingo Canal, be and they are hereby

authorized to have said streets paved : Provided, that the

same shall be done under the supervision of the Department

of Highways : Jlnd provided further, that the City shall not

be at any expense for the same, except for the intersections

thereof.

APPENDIX No. 44.

AN ORDINANCE
Declaring Merchant, running northward from Thompson street to

Master street, between Eighth and Franklin streets, in the Twen-
tieth Ward, City of Philadelphia, a public highway.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That Merchant street in the Twen-
tieth Ward of the City of Philadelphia, as deeded by I. Wil-

liams Biddel, trustee, and John and Nicholas Grim, to the

said city be accepted, and that the said street be declared a

public highway ; any other ordinance to the contrary notwith-

standing.

James M. Gibson, ch'n, P. A. Keyser,
Wm. B. R. Selby, B. R. Miller,
O. P. Cornman, W. H. Stokes,

Geo. A. Binder, Thomas J. Roberts.
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APPENDIX No. 45.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report an ordinance to open
Wallace street from Broad to Sixteenth street, and recom-
mend that it be passed.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch'n, Algn. S. Roberts,
P. A. Keyser, Thomas J. Roberts,
Wm. B. R. Selby, W. H. Stokes,

O. P. Cornman, Jno. a. Houseman.

September 20th, 1855.

AN ORDINANCE

To open Wallace street from Broad to Sixteenth street, for public use.

"Whereas, By authority of a resolution of Councils, ap-

proved June 7, 1855, entitled " A Resolution to give notice

of the intended opening of certain parts of Wallace street in

the Fifteenth Ward," notice vras duly given on the fifteenth

day of June, 1855, to the owners of the ground through and

over which Wallace street, from Broad to Sixteenth street,

in the Fifteenth Ward, is laid out on the plan of the late Dis-

trict of Spring Garden, that at the expiration of three months
from said notice, Councils would order the said street, within

the said limits, to be opened for public use, and the said time

of three months having elapsed, therefore.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain. That Wallace street, (formerly

called St. Andrew's street,) from Broad to Sixteenth street,

as the same is laid out on the plan of the late District of

Spring Garden, be and the same is hereby declared to be

opened for public use as a street or highway.

Sect. 2. The Department of Highways, Bridges, Sewers

and Cleansing the City, is hereby authorized to cause all ob-

structions within the limits of the said street to be removed.
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APPENDIX No. 46.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report the annexed resolu-

tion, directing the curbing and paving of sidewalks by the

owners of property, in accordance with the petition referred

by Councils, and recommend that it be passed.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ck'n, W. H. Stokes,

O. P. CORNMAN, AlGN. S. RoBERTS,
Wm. B. R. Selby, D. C. Enos,
P. A. Keyser, Thomas J. Roberts.

September idth, 1855.

Resolved, That the Department of Highways be and they

are hereby directed to notify the owners of property on Ball

street, from Beach to Queen street, in the Nineteenth Ward,
and Rittenhouse street, from Main to Germantown Road,
Twenty-second Ward, to curb and pave the footways of said

streets.

APPENDIX No. 47.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Public Highways to whom has been

referred numerous petitions asking for the construction of cul-

verts in various sections of the City, deeming the subject one

of the utmost importance to the health and comfort of the

community, they submit a resolution with the view of provid-

ing means for the construction of such as may be approved

by Councils.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch'n, B. R. Miller,
Wm. B. R. Selby, O. P. Cornman,
Algn. S. Roberts, D. C. Enos,

Thomas J. Roberts, Geo. A. Binder.
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Resolved, That the subject of creating a loan of $150,000
to be appropriated tor the construction of culverts for public

drainage, be referred to the Committee on Finance, with in-

structions to report at the next stated meeting.

APPENDIX No. 48.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred a

petition asking that the grade of Bridgewater street, at Mar-
ket, Oak and Chestnut streets, may be revised and established

at the grades first returned to Court, report:

That they decidedly approve of the prayer of the petitioners,

and annex a resolution, referring the subject to the Board of

Surveys for their action.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, W. H. Stokes,

O. P. Cornman, Thomas J. Roberts,
Wm. B. R. Selby, Algn. S. Roberts,
P. A. Keyser, D. C. Enos.

Resolved, That the petition of property holders on Bridge-

water street, (24th Ward,) asking that the grade of said

street may be revised, be referred to the Board of Surveys,

and that they be instructed to report a plan fixing said grades

in accordance with the plan first returned to Court by Joseph
Fox, Surveyor.

West Philadelphia, Sept. 5th, 1855.

To the President and members of Select and Common Coun-
cils of the City of Philadelphia :

Gentlemen—As the system of making easy grades appears

to have been one of paramount importance in the regulating

of our District, we, the undersigned, property owners on and
near Bridgewater street, would respectfully call your atten-
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tion to the recorded grade of Bridgewater, at Market, Oak
and Chestnut streets, as one impolitic and very expensive

;

for the altitude at the respective points is 22 feet, iy*02 feet

and 1605 feet, a hove high-water mark, making it impossi-

ble to haul from the river front and wharves the heavy loads

that are there landed for the accommodation of our citizens.

Very expensive on account of the great amount of filling

required on Bridgewater, Market, Oak and • hestnut streets,

in addition to the repaving and curbing of Market street.

They would, therefore, earnestly request your honorable

body to revise the same, and confirm the grade as returned

first to the Court by Joseph Fox, the Reoulator : namely, at

Market and Bridgewater streets, at which height it is now
paved and curbed 13 feet, Oak and Bridgewater streets 10*05

feet, and Chestnut and Bridgewater streets 12-08 feet, above
high-water mark, at which height Bridgewater street is now
or nearly filled. It is evident to any person observing the

efforts of a horse to ascend the present grade, with but a

moderate load, that when the street is filled to the recorded

grade, the wharves will be rendered comparatively useless for

landings.

There is one more powerful objection to the alteration of

the present paved and curbed grade of Market at Bridgewater

street to the recorded grade, and that is the present great and
constantly increasing road travel on Bridgewater street, that

now passes safely under the railroad, would be placed on a

level with the track, thereby rendering it so dangerous, that

accidents would be unavoidable.

Joseph S. Keen, Wm. D. Parrish,

James McIlvain, E. & W. D. Parrish,,

Philip Lowry, J, Sidjvey Keen.

27
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APPENDIX No. 49.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Gas Works beg leave to submit the

annexed bill, entitled "An Ordinance to make an appropria-

tion to pay for the expense of lighting the City," and ask its

adoption.

Respectfully,

Jos. Manuel, Jr., A. G, Waterman,
Pierce Butler, P. A. Keyser,
Geo. M. Biddle, T. J. Perkins,
Richard ^I. Berry, W. H. Stokes,
I. N. Marselis, M. H. Treadvvell.

Committee Room, Sept. 21th, 1855.

AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation to pay for the expense of lighting the
Citj.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of forty-five thou-

sand four hundred and forty-one dollars and forty-seven cents

be and the same is hereby appropriated to pay the following

expenses, incurred in lighting the City, that is to say :

To the Trustees of the Gas Work, for gas consumed in the

public lamps and offices, to September 1, 1855, thirty thou-

sand three hundred and fourteen dollars and eighty-one

cents.

To the Northern Liberties Gas Company, for gas consumed

in the public lamps, to September 1, 1855, five thousand two

hundred and ninety-five dollars and ninety-eight cents.

To the Southwark and Moyamensing Gas Company, for

gas consumed in the public lamps, to September 1, 1855,

one thousand five hundred and twenty-nine dollars and thirty-

three cents.

To the Germantown Gas Company, for gas consumed in

the public lamps, to August 1, 1855, eight hundred and fifty-

two dollars.

To the Manayunk Gas Company, for gas consumed in the

public lamps, in the months of July and August, two hundred

and fifty-two dollars ond fifty-two cents.
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For fluid for public lamps, in August and September, three

thousand and fifty-three dollars and sixty-seven cents.

For cost of new lamps, for repairs and painting lamp posts,

one thousand five hundred and seventy-six dollars and ninety-

six cents.

To Josiah Kisterbock, for lamp posts, two thousand five

hundred and sixty-six dollars and tw-enty cents.

Sect. 2. Warrants for the payment of the said appropria-

tion shall be drawn by tlie Chief Commissioner of High-
ways.

APPENDIX No. 50.

To the Select and Common Councils :

Gentlemen:—The Committee on Trusts and Fire Depart-
ment beg leave to rejiort the following ordinance, entitled

'*' An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the Fire Depart-
ment.^'

Wm. M. Parham, c/i'n, John M'Whorter,
O. H. P. Parker, John K. Knorr,
W. S. U'inship, a. D. Caldwell,
James M. Gibson, Nathan Hilles.

Committee Room, Sept. 27, 1855.

AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation to pay certain Fire Companies.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of two thousand and
seventy-five dollars shall be appropriated to the following

Fire Companies, to be paid out of the appropriation made to

the Fire Department, approved September 20th, 1855.

To the Humane Engine and Humane Hose Companies, the

sum of three hundred and seventy-five dollars each.

To the Vigilant Engine Company, the sum of two hundred
and twenty-five dollars, being amounts respectively due them
up to April 1st, 1855.

To the Warren Hose Company, the sum of four hundred
dollars.

To the United Hose Company, two hundred dollars.
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To the Spring Garden ami Independence Engine Compa-
nies, each the sum of two hundred dollars, being appropria-

tions up to July 31st, 1855.

To the Empire Hook and Ladder Company, one hundred
dollars, as an extra appropriation to replace new ladders lost

at the fire Eighth and Cherry streets.

MESSAGE FROM SELECT COUNCIL.

Select Council inform Common Council, that they have

concurred in the bill entitled "An Ordinance to make an ap-

propriation to pay certain Fire Companies," with the follow-

ing amen.lraents, in which they ask concurrence.

Strike out in third line, " two thousand and seventy-five dol-

lars," and insert " one thousand eight hundred and seventy-

five dollars ;" also to strike out the words " and Independence

Engine Companies each."

MESSAGE FROM COMMON COUNCIL.

Common Council inform Select Council, that they have
received a report from the Committee on Trusts and Fire

Department, with an ordinance annexed, entitled "An Ordi-

nance to make an ap})ropriation to pay certain Fire Compa-
nies," which they have passed, and ask concurrence.

Common Council Chamber, 27t/i day of Sept., 1855.

APPENDIX No. 5K

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MARKETS.

The Committee on Markets respectfully report, that the

appropriations to the department for repairs of markets, and

the current incidental expenses for the office and the commit-

tee have been expended. The markets in the southern por-

tion of the City are very much out of repair, and reqaire

attention before the winter season sets ia.
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The committee, in view ot these facts, ask the passage of

the accompanying ordinance.

Geo. F. Gordon, ch'n, W. W. Wagner,
W. H. Stokes, Jno. K. Knorr,

John McWhorter, A. D. Caldwell,

C. S. Dunk, Thos. Davis,

W. M. Parham, Nicholas Brouse.

AN ORDINANCE

To make appropriations to the Department of Markets.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of two thousand dol-

lars be and is hereby appropriated for the following purposes,

namely :

For repairs to market houses the sum of fifteen hundred

dollars.

For printing, books, stationery, office and committee ex-

penses, five hundred dollars.

APPENDIX No. 52.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Port Wardens, Public Landings and

Wharves, beg leave to offer the annexed resolution, anfl ask

its adoption.

S. S. Bishop, chairman, Albert B. Ashton,

Joseph L. Chester, Jno. Welsh,
Alex. Martin, P. A. Keyser,

Wm. S. Baird, F. H. Duffee,

Sam'l C. Willets, T. J. Perkins,^

Nathan Hilles, John Fuller, jr.

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Wharves and Land-

ings be directed to draw warrants in favor of James Nelson,

for forty-seven dollars and six cents, for repairing Washing-

ton street wharf, and estate of Cadwallader Evans, for one
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hundred and seventeen dollars and twenty-five cents, for six

months' ground rent on lot on Wood street, (Schuylkill,) due
first of September last ; said amounts to be paid out of the

appropriation for cleansing docks, made to the department,
approved the 12th day of February, A. D. 1855.

MESSAGE FROM COMMON COUNCIL.

Common Council inform Select Council, that they have
passed the annexed resolution from Committee on Port War-
dens, &c., and ask concurrence.

Common Council Chamber, September 21th, 1855.

APPENDIX No. 53.

Department of Surveys, )

Philadelphia, Sept., 1855.
)

To Wm. p. Hacker, Esq., President of Common Councily

Philadelphia :

Dear Sir—In compliance with a resolution of Common
Council, directing caieful and thorough inquiry to be made
into the causes, and the most practicable means to remedy

the frequent freshets along the line of the Parrish street culvert,

"we beg leave to report : That this department has given to

the subject matter embraced in that resolution, the most care-

ful attention, but have been prevented replying to it earlier,

by the want of recorded data, and respectfully suggest that

Councils authorize a thorough and detailed survey to be made
of each sewer now in use, so that in future this Department

may have as full and accurate information on record, in regard

to the sewerage and drainage of the districts, as it now has in

respect to the limits of the old City proper.

In these examinations, the area of drainage, proportions,

gradients and condition of the culvert have all been duly con-

sidered, and a ratio of rain-fall, equal to the heaviest recorded

by the Pluviameter at the Pennsylvania Hospital, taken as

the basis of calculation.

In the progress of our inquiries, attention was directed to
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adjacent culverts, with a hope that a practicable remedy might

be found, at a comparatively small expense, by making use

of their excess of proportions, but was fruitless ; that on the

north (Thompson street) having already its full duty to per-

form, whilst that on the south i Willow street) is already bur-

dened with the drainage from 500 acres before reaching the

point at which it would be available for our present purpose
;

and the culvert on Coates street, though of large dimensions

for the area drained, is not sufficiently large to use, other than

as an auxiliary. A new culvert is therefore imperative.

As regards the culvert under consideration, we find that

west of Seventh street it has sufficient capacity, but is very

deficient, not only in openings by which the surface water

can enter the main sewer, but in j)roper ventilation, the want

of which detracts greatly from its efficiency. An increased

number of inlets should be introduced at once, of the largest

size, and great care exercised that their traps should not

become filled with solid matter, thereby reducing their useful-

ness. Ventilators shoukl be inserted, by which the culvert

may be enabled to discharge the quantity proportionate to

its area and gradient.

For the purpose of obtaining greater inlet area, it is neces-

sary that the branch culverts now constructed, be enlarged at

several points; at Tenth street, for instance, we find a basin

formed by a summit on Parrish street; and again at Ninth

street, the latter caused by the track of theGermantown Rail-

road being higher than the established grade of the street;

and in each case the accumulation of water is so rapid—not

from its own legitimate area of drainage, but by the streams

that pass the upper inlets—that the openings there placed are

soon taxed beyond their limits,. the basins are filled, footways

are covered and cellars inundated, causing, at times, irrepa-

rable injury. We must include in this list the corner of

Eleventh and Coates streets, where similar results occur from

the same cause, rendering necessary that the Eleventh street

branch should be extended westward on Coates street.

From Seventh street, eastward, the dimensions of the cul-

vert are smaller than the flow of water due to the area drained

and rain-fall requires, which, in connection with the obstruc-

tion to a free delivery, offered by the bends at Fifth and at

Poplar streets, (amounting to 180 degrees,) and its imperfect

embouchere, renders it entirely inefficient.
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Whenever a heavy and sudden rain-fall occurs, theCohock-
sink creek, into which the Parrish street culvert is intended to

discharge, fills with great rapidity, covers entirely the mouth
of the culvert in question, and backs the water even into the

line of Parrish street; it also flows with such velocity, that

the current from Parrish street, being at right angles, is inter-

cepted, and its volume diminished even before the injurious

effects of the back water has operated ; when to this back
water is added the heavy drainage from above, and the mouth
of the culvert is closed for all practical purposes by the rapid

current of the swollen creek, the culvert must become full,

and useless as a channel of delivery, compelling the stream

upon the surface to seek an outlet to the creek above ground.

Happily for the residents of that vicinity, the narrow opening

of Culvert street can furnish them some relief, but not until

the basin—of which Fifth and Parrish and Fifth and Poplar

are the lowest points— is completely filled, deluging the cel-

lars, parlors and storehouses, destroying in value thousands of

dollars, and affecting so injuriously the foundations of adja-

cent buildings, as to render them untenable.

The only method by which this can be corrected, is to cut

oflT the excess from above, for any increase of size in culvert

east of Fifth street could be of no possible use, the water in

the creek rising as it does, simultaneously with a heavy dis-

charge from Parrish street.

We recommend, therefore, that anew culvert be constructed,

connecting with the Parrish street culvert at Seventh street,

where it will diverge to the line of Seventh street as far as

Brown street; thence on the centre line of Brown street to the

Cohocksink canal at the High bridge; this we propose to be

eight feet diameter, its entire length ; its peculiar location,

with regard to the duty it is expected to perform, requiring

no increase in size, with a grade of 0.25 feet })er 100 to a

point east of second street, from which the grade will exceed

1.5 feet per 100 feet, to low water mark; at Fifth street the

level of the culvert will admit of a connection with the Coates

street sewer, so arranged that when the Brown street culvert

is fully charged, a volume of 3 feet diameter may pass into

Coates street, making use of the excess of proportion not

required by its area of drainage.

In order that the present culvert, with its reduced area of

drainage, may be effective, it is necessary to raise the level of
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its mouth, at the Cohocksink, above the natural surface of an
ordinary flow, whereby its present capacity may have full

vent, and that a curved win^-wall be erected to destroy the

effect of the current in the creek acting upon that opening
from the culvert. To relieve the localities of Fifth and Par-

rish and Fifth and Poplar streets, will require a readjustment

of grades, to allow the water to pass off in a continuous and
steady flow, preventing accumulation.

We therefore recommend to Councils, that the summit on
Culvert street be altered, the mouth of the Culvert street

sewer raised, and that the culvert on Brown street be com-
menced at the earliest date, in accordance with the foregoing

report.

Respectfully submitted,

Strickland Kneass,

Chief Engineer and Surveyor.

APPENDIX No. 54.

Office of the Guardians of the Poor, )

No. 36 North Seventh street. )

Extract from the Minutes of the Board of Guardians of the

Poor, October 1st, 1855.

Whereas, the non-payments of warrants, drawn on the City

Treasury for pa>ing out in bonded and support cases, not

only cripples the operations of the Support Committee, but is

the cause of great suffering and distress to many poor and

unfortunate creatures thrown upon the world, who, having

lost all sympathy and support, find great difficulty in procur-

ing respectal)!e situations, even when enabled to pay for the

same—and now your committee, not being able to procure

the necessary funds, find these falling creatures, though in

many respects worthy persons, without friends and without

means of support, unable to live respectably, and subject to

temptations, they might and oftentimes would resist, had they

the funds paid for them into our treasury, and due them :

therefore,

Resolved, That this Board make application to Councils

for permission to withhold all moneys received in payment of

28
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bonded and support cases, in order that they may be enabled
to meet their monthly payments to parties entitled to receive

the same. S. Snyder Leidy, Secretary.

APPENDIX No. 55.

AN ORDINANCE

For the better protection of the Bridges owned by the City of Phila-

delphia across the river Schuylkill.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That from and after the passao;e of

this ordinance, it shall not be lawful to erect or cause to be

erected, any frame building within three hundred feet of any
bridge belonging to the City of Philadelphia, on the river

Schuylkill.

Sect. 2. Any person or persons violating this ordinance,

shall be subject to pay a fine of five hundred dollars, recover-

able in like manner as penalties heretofore enforced by ordi-

nance are recoveral)le ; and shall also be required to remove
the said frame building, within six days after being notified by
the Chief Commissioner of Highways so to do ; and if the

same be not removed within the time required, the person or

persons so violating this ordinance shall be subject to an addi-

tional penalty, and recoverable in like manner as above, for

every day the said building shall continue to remain after the

said notice.

APPENDIX No. 56.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Trusts and Fire Department, beg leave

to report the accompanying ordinance, entitled "An Ordinance
to make an appropriation to the Superintendent of Trusts for

the purposes therein mentioned," and ask its adoption.

Wm. ]\r. Parham, cli'n, J. W. Miller,
O. H. P. Parker, John McWhorter,
W. S. WiNSHip, Nathan Hillks,
James M. Gibson, Jno. K. Knorr.

Committee Room, October 4th, 18o5.
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AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation to' the Superintendent of Trusts, for the
purposes therein mentioned.

SrcT. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of two hundred and
sixty dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated out of

the income of the Scott Legacy Fund, to the Superintendent

of Trusts, for the purpose of loaning the same to Jacob G.
Carter, oak cooper, of Ninth street above Brown ; the said

loan to be made and provision for its repayment secured, in

the manner and upon the terras set forth in the will of the late

John Scott of Edinburoh ; and Jacob G. Carter, senior, oak
cooper. No. 45 Commerce street, and Thomas K. Collins,

printer, Lodge alley, are hereby approved as sureties for the

repayment of the said loan.

Sect. 2. That the sum of twenty dollars out of the income
of the Fund bequeathed by John Scott of Edinburgh, and now
vested in the corpc ration of the City of Philadelphia, "to dis-

tribute premiums among ingenious men and women, who
make useful inventions," be and the same is hereby appro-

priated to the Superintendent of Trusts, to pay the same to

P. N. Receviur, the Franklin Institute having reported him to

be the author of a useful invention, within the terms pre-

scribed by the creator of the said trust.

APPENDIX No. 57.

To the Select and Common Councils:

Genflemen:—The Committee on Trusts and Fire Depart-

ment beg leave to report : That they have had under consider-

ation, the communication referred to them from the Northern
Liberty Fire Company, and have approved of the same, and

offer the following resolution :

Resolved, That the services of the Northern Liberty Fire

Company be accepted, and that they be admitted into the

Fire Department.

Wm. M. Parham, ch'n, George F. Gordon,
W. S. WiNSHip, J. W. Miller,
O. H. P. Parker, Jno. K. Knorr.
James M. Gibson,

Committee Room, Oct. 4, 1855.
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APPENDIX No. 58.

Tc the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report: That Thos. Marks,
one of the parties to whom the contract for cleansing the Fifth

district, has withdrawn his name, and that of John Metz is

offered in his place ; they therefore recommend that the con-

tract be given to David Harlan and John Metz, in place of
David Harlan and Thomas Marks, and annex a resolution to

that effect. Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, c/i'n, O. P. Cornman,
W. H. Stokes, Geo. A. Binder,

D. C. Enos, p. a. Keyser,
Jno. a. Houseman, Algn. S. Roberts.

October 4, 1855.

Resolved, That the Chief Commissioner of Highways be

and he is hereby authorized to contract for the cleansing of

the Fifth district, with David Harlan and John Metz, instead

of David Harlan and Thomas Marks, agreeable to the condi-

tions contained in a resolution approved September 19th,

1855, (page 511, C. C. Journal.)

APPENDIX No. 59.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report : That the condition of

the City Railroad, east of Eighth street, is such, that in many
places it is almost unfit for use, and will be entirely so by winter,

unless extensive repairs are at once commenced, and as from

its bad condition it has been abandoned by most of those

heretofore using it; your committee therefore deem it advis-

able to recommend that it betaken up, and the street repaired;

a resolution is annexed which they ask Councils to pass.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch^n, Jno, A. Houseman,
Wm. H, Stokes, O. P. Cornman,
Wm. B. R. Selby, D. C. Enos.

B. R. Miller,
September 27, 1855.
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Resolved, That the Department of Highways be and they

are hereby directed to cause that portion of the City Railroad

lying east of Eighth street, to be forthwith taken up, and the

street to be put in good crder.

APPENDIX NO. 60.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report the annexed resolution,

providing for the opening of certain streets in the First Ward,
and recommend that it be passed.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch^n, Jno. A. Houseman,
Thomas J. Roberts,. O. P. Cornman,
Wm. B. R. Selby, D. C. Enos,

B. R. Miller, W. H. Stokes.

September 27, 1855.

A RESOLUTION

To authorize notice to be given of the intended opening of certain

streets.

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils of thje City

of Philadelphia, that the Chief Commissioner of Highways
be and he is hereby diiected to give notice forthwith to the

owners of the ground through and over which the following

named streets are laid out, on the plan hereafter mentioned,
that at the expiration of three months from said notice,

Councils will order the said streets, within the limits herein-

after named, to be opened for public use, as they are author-

ized by the seventh section of an Act of Assembly, approved
April 21, 1855, entitled *'A Supplement to the act consoli-

dating the Ci-ty of Philadelphia," namely : Fitzwater street

from Long lane to Gray^'s Ferry road ; Catharine street from
Broad street to Gray^s Ferry road ; Christian street from
Irish Track lane to Gray's Ferry road, and Fifteenth street

from Carpenter to Prime street, as laid down on the plan of

the northern section of Passyunk, made in pursuance of

Acts of Assembly, passed June 21, 1839, and May 9, 1840,
approved by the Commissioners Oct. 21, 1840, and con-

firmed Dec. 12, 1840.
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APPENDIX No. 61.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report the annexed orrlinance,

declaring Girard avenue, from Landing street to the river

Schuylkill, opened.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch'n, Wm. B. R. Selby,
W. H. Stokes, B. R. Miller,
Jno. a. Houseman, O. P. Cornman,
Thomas J. Roberts, D. C. Enos.

September 27, 1855.

AN ORDINANCE

To open Girard avenue from Landing avenue to the river Schuylkill,

for public use.

Whereas, by authority of a resolution of Councils, ap-

proved June 21, 1855, entitled *' A Resolution to give notice

of the intended opening of Girard avenue from Landing
avenue to the river Schuylkill," notice was duly given on

the 22d day of June, 1855, to the owners of the ground

through and over which Girard avenue from Landing avenue

to the river Schuylkill is laid out, on the plan of the late

District of Penn, that at the expiration of three months from

said notice, Councils would order the said avenue or street

within the said limits, to be opened for public use ; and the

said time of three months having elapsed, therefore,

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain : That Girard avenue from Landing

avenue to the river Schuylkill, as the same is laid out on the

plan of the late District of Penn, be and the same is hereby

declared to be opened for public use as a street or highway.

Sect. 2. The Department of Highways, Bridges, Sewers

and cleansing the City, is hereby authorized to cause all

obstructions within the limits of the said street to be removed,

and to grade the same according to the established regula-

tion.
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APPENDIX No. 62.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways report : That the openino- of
Delaware avenue is now nearly completed to the Cohocksink
creek, at which point it meets Penn street, which extends on
a line with it for several squares north. Your committee deem
it important that those streets siiould be connected, and oH'er

the annexed resolution, and ask that it be passed.

James M. Gibson, cA'w, O. P. Cornman,
P. A. Keyser, Algn. S. Roberts,
Wm. B. R. Selby, Thomas J. Roberts.
D. C. Enos,

Resolved, That the Department of Highways be and they
are hereby directed to continue the opening and grading of
Delaware avenue, so as to connect the same with Penn street,

in the Sixteenth Ward.

APPENDIX NO 63.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways having had referred back to

them an ordinance providing for the payment of certain road

damages, with instructions to make a special report thereon,

report : That all the items contained in said bill have been
awarded by a regularly appointed jury, and confirmed by the

court, except two, one of which is the amount recommended
to be awarded to John Dyer, and the other the amount recom-
mended to be awarded to Charles Thomas, for damages
sustained by them for opening Broad street, from the German-
town road to the Germantown turnpike, a distance of about

one mile and a quarter.

It appears from the minutes of the late Committee on High-
ways, that on the second day of ]\Iarch, 1855, Dr. Isaac Mar-
selis, Peter A. Keyser and O. P. Cornman were appointed a

sub-committee to examine the properties through which the

above named street was laid out, and report upon what terms
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the owners thereof would dedicate the sarae to the City.

The estate of John Dyer and Charles Thomas, being the only

two upon which improvements had been made, both of which
were required to be entirely removed, and a great portion of

the ground being rendered unfit for building purposes, the

cominitiee recommended the payment of the amount respec-

tively to them, which is contained in the bill.

We herewith submit a communication from the property

holders on Broad street, in relation to the subject.

James M. Gibson, ch'n, D. C. Enos,

O. P. CoRNMAN, Jno. a. Houseman^
VV. H. Stokes, Geo. A. Binder.

Wm. B. R. Selby,

We, the undersigned, owners of property on and near Broad

street, in the vicinity of Mr. John Dyer's, and being well

acquainted with the location, are satisfied that the amount of

four thousand dollars, which has been awarded for the

damages which he will sustain by the widening of Broad

street, is not more than a fair and just equivalent.

Respectfully yours,

Wm. Keyser, William Holrage,
Geo. W. Lynch, Thos. F. Stevens,

Richard Smething, W. W. Wagner,
Chas. Magarge, John C. Gardy,
Silvester Keyskr, M. A. B. Smith,

Matthias Knorr, C. H. Fisher.

Wm. N. Stevens,

I am of the opinion that Mr. John Dyer would be damaged
in property and business by the widening of Broad street to

one hundred and thirteen feet, to the amount of four thousand

dollars ; his entire dwelling would be destroyed, and his busi-

ness with it. N. Nathans.
October 3, 1S55.
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APPENDIX No. 64.

Office of the Department of Surveys,
Philadelphia, October 4, ISoo.

The Committee on Surveys and Regulations beg leave to

submit the follow^ing communication from the Chief Engineer

and Surveyor, and report the following resolutions, which they

offer for your adoption :

Resolved^ That the Department of Surveys be authorized

and directed to take such measures as may be necessary for

the widening of Charles street, in the First Ward, to thirty

feet ; for restoring Lehman street, in the Twenty-fourth
Ward, to its original width of eighty feet ; and widening
Thirty-fifth street, also in the Twenty-fourth Ward, to sixty

feet.

Resolved, That the resolutions referred to this committee
by Common Council, on the 21st ult., relating to establishing

grades in the Twenty-first and Twenty-second Wards, be

referred back, with our recommendation that they be adopted.

Spencer Roberts, C. S. Dunk,
Algn. S. Roberts, Wm. Conrad,
Wm. B. R. Selby, Samuel C. Willits»

Chas. S. Peall,

Department op Surveys,
\

Philadelphia, Oct. 2, 1855.
S

Spencer Roberts, Esq., Chairman of Committee on Surveys
and Regulatio7is :

Dear Sir:—The several petitions referred to this depart-

ment by your committee have received attention, and herewith

return them with the following remarks and recommendations :

Charles street, First Ward—A small street lying between
Dickinson and Franklin streets, one half of which is now
thirty feet wide, the other twenty feet. The prayer is to

widen the entire street to thirty feet ; the eastern side is now
built up, the greater portion of the block on the thirty feet

line, while the western side is vacant. There is no objection

to its being widened, and the board so recommend.
Lehman street, Twenty-fourth Ward.—This street was

29
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originally laid out sixty feet wide, and confirmed, cutting off

fifteen It^et from a stone mill owned by Mr. Twaddle. It

was afterwards adopted by the West Chester Railroad Com-
pany for the location of their road, and on that account was
widened by the court to eighty ftet, taking the twenty feet

increased width from the eastern side, the western line still

cutting the mill.

An application was then made to the Legislature to reduce

the width to sixty feet, by taking the twenty feet reduction

from the western side, thereby relieving the mill property— but

the intention of the petitioners was misunderstood, and the

act was passed reducing Lehman street to sixty feet as origi-

nally laid down, by which the mill property was left in its

original relation to the west line, encroaching thereon fifteen

feet. The act also read that^this reduction should receivel!the

concurrence of the Commissioners of the District or City

Councils, neither of which have acted in the matter, nor can

they now, the act of consoliilation placing such cases in the

hands of the Board of Surveyors and the Court of Quarter

Sessions. The street, therefore, remains eighty feet wide by
law, and the board recommend that no reduction from that

width be made.
Thirty-fifth street. Twenty-fourth Ward.—The board have

examined this case with great care, and can see no cogent

reason why that street should not conform to the general plan

of that portion of the City, where sixty feet streets are adopted.

The only obvious objection is one that has been and will ever

occur in such cases, and should not govern the decision in a

matter of so great importance as width of avenue ; it is, that

the line for widening, will cut off the fronts of the adjoining

property, and place buildings now erected, as well as forest

trees and shrubbery of value, upon the limits of the highway
;

but the legal widening of the street does not necessarily re-

quire the immediate removal of said improvements, and in all

probability, when the progress of building improvement shall

require their removal, those now most interestetl will care

little for the alteration. We would further state to your
committee, that as these matters have been referred to this

department only as advisory, we request particularly, that

a resolution may be offered in Council, referring them direct

to this department, by which means the business will take its
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legal course, and the Board of Surveyors be enabled to take

ollicial action in the premises.

Very respectfully, Strickland Kneass,

Chief Engineer and Surveyor,

MESSAGE FROM SELECT COUNCIL.

Select Council inform Common Council, that they have

passed the annexed resolutions and ask concurrence.

Select Council Chamber, Sept. 2i, 1855.

Resolved, That the Department of Surveys be and they

are hereby directed to establish a grade on Market street,

from Germantown avenue to Wissahickon street ; Green street

from Rittenhouse to School street ; Wistar street from Ger-
mantown avenue to Bristol street; Manheim street from (ier-

mantown avenue to Wissahickon street, and East Washington
avenue from Germantown avenue to Bristol street; also

Queen street from Germantown avenue to Township line, in

Twenty-second Ward.
Resolved, That the Board of Surveyors be directed to give

the lines of Crease lane from Ridge pike to Livezey's mill

road, and the lines of Queen lane from Ridge pike to Scott's

road ; also. Centre street from Main street to Manayunk
avenue, Twenty-first Ward.

APPENDIX No. 65.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MARKETS.

The Committee on Markets report : That they have had
before them numerous petitions from citizens, asking that the

hawkers of fruits, vegetables, &c., through the streets of the

City in wagons, be prohibited.

The committee, after mature consideration, have concluded

to recommend the adoption of an ordinance regulating the

whole matter. Such an ordinance has been prepared, and is

herewith submitted for adoption.

George F. Gordon, ch'n, John McWhorter,
Thos. Davis,. W. H. Stokes,
C. S. Dunk, J. L. Hutchinson,
D. Murphy, Jno. K. Knorr,
><icHOLAs Brous, a. D. Caldwell.
Wm. M. Parham,
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AN ORDINANCE

Tu regulate the hawking of fruits, vegetables, &c., through the streets

in wagons.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain : That on and after the passage of this

ordinance, the Commissioner of Markets shall give, notice

through not more than three newspapers, to all such persons as

may be engaged as owner or owners of wagons hawking fruits,

vegetables, oysters, &c., that on and after the first day of

November, they shall be required to take out a license from

the Commissioner of Markets.

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the Commissioner of Mar-
kets, to register in a book for that purpose, the name and

residence of each person applying for a license to sell vegeta-

bles, &c., in wagons, through the streets. He shall at the

same time give the applicant a numbered certificate of license

for one year, for which the said applicant shall pay— for a one-

horse wagon, five dollars ; for a two-horse wagon, ten dollars.

Sect. 3. The owner of such wagons as the ordinance pro-

vides for, shall be required to display in some prominent part

of his wagon, the number corresponding with that on his

certificate.

Sect. 4. All persons found selling in wagons through the

streets, in violation of the provisions of this ordinance, shall

be proceeded against by the Clerks of the Markets, in the

way and manner provided for the recovery of fines and penal-

ties against market crdinances. For every violation of this

ordinance the penalty shall be five dollars.

APPENDIX No. 66.

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorized to publish in two daily

newspapers of this City,dailyfor four weeks, the ordinance pre-

sented to the Common Council on the fourteenth day of October,

1855, being a stated day for the meeting of Councils, entitled

" An Ordinance to authorize a loan for the purpose of main-

taining the Public Schools of the City of Philadelphia," and

the said Clerk, at the stated meeting of Councils, next after

the expiration of four weeks from the first day oi said publi-
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cation, shall present to this Council one of each of said news-

papers, for every day in which the same shall have been

made.

AN ORDINANCE

To authorize a loan for the purpose of maintaining the Public Schools

of the City of Philadelphia.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain : That the Mayor of the City of Phila-

delphia be and he is hereby authorized to borrow, at not less

than par, on the credit of the City Corporation, from time to

time, as he may be required by the City Treasurer, such sums
of money as may be necessary to pay claims against the Con-
trollers of Public Schools, not exceeding in the whole the sum
of five hundred thousand dollars, for which interest, at a rate

not to exceed six per centum per annum, shall be paid half

yearly, on the first days of January and July, at the office of

the City Treasurer. The principal of said loan shall be pay-

able and paid at the expiration of thirty years from the date

of the same, and not before, without the consent of the

holders thereof ; and certificates therefor, in form prescribed

by existing ordinances, shall be issued in one hundred dollar

certificates; the said certificates shall be transferable at the

oflSce of the City Treasurer: Provided, that no part of the

aforesaid sum shall be borrowed while any money is in the

City Treasury.

Sect. 2. Whenever any loan shall be made by virtue hereof,

there shall be by force of this ordinance, annually appro-

priated out of the income of the corporate estates, and from
the sums raised by taxation, a sura sufficient to pay the

interest on said certificates ; and the further sum of one-fourth

of one per centum on the par value of such certificates so

issued, shall be appropriated "quarterly out of said income and

taxes to a sinking fund, which fund and its accumulations are

hereby specially pledged for the redemption and payment of

caid certificates.
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APPENDIX No. 67.

Deed— Thomas W. Webb to " The City of Philadelphia,"
dedicating Webb street.

This Indenture, made the sixth day of October, in the

year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five,

(1855,) between Thomas W. Webb, of the Fourth Ward of

the City of Philadelphia, druggist, of the one part, and "the
City of Philadelphia" of the other part: Whereas, the said

Thomas W. Webb has thrown out and left open through his

ground, and dedicated to public use for ever, a thirty feet

wide street, called " Webb street," extending from Fitzwater
street to Catharine street, at the distance of one hundred and
forty-five feet eastward from and parallel with Seventeenth
(late Schuylkill Sixth ] street, in that portion of the First Ward
of the said City of Philadelphia, lately called the District of

Moyamensing.
Now, this Indenture witnesseth, that the said Thomas W.

Webb, as well for and in consideration of the premises, as of

the sum of one dollar lawful money to him in hand well and
truly paid by the said " the City of Philadelphia," at the

time of the execution hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby

acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, sold, released and con-

firmed, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, sell, release

and confirm unto the said " the City of Philadelphia," their

successors and assigns, all that the aforesaid thirty feet wide
street, called W^ebb street, so as aforesaid thrown out, left

open and dedicated to public use, to have and to hold the

same unto the said "the City of Philadelphia," and their

successors, for ever, as and for a public street, highway and
water course, to be under the like and same regulations as

the other public streets laid out for public use in the said City

of Philadelphia.

In witness whereof, the said Thomas W. Webb hath here-

unto set his hand and seal the day and year first hereinbefore

written. Thos. W. Webb, [seal.]

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us:

James P. Gregory,
George Moore.

On the sixth day of October, Anno Domini, 1855, before

me, the subscriber, one of the Aldermen in and for the City
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of Philarlolphia, personally appeared the above named
Tiiomas VV. VVeltb, and acknowledged the above and fore-

going written Indenture to be his act and deed, and desired

the same as such might be recorded according to law. Wit-
ness ray hand and seal the day and year aforesaid.

George Moore, Alderman.

APPENDIX No. 68.

To the Select and Commnn Councils of the City of Phila-

delphia :

The Committee on Law report : That there was referred

to them by the Common Council, an ordinance reported by

the Finance Committee, to discharge tlie an)ount of a decree

obtained against the * ity at the suit of Isaac R. Tiimble, in

the Circuit Court of the United States for the Eastern Dis-

trict of Pennsylvania.

They have inquired into the facts, and find them to be as

follows :

The suit of Mr. Trimble was a hill in equity for the injunc-

tion against the use of Howe's Patent Truss frames of Bridges,

of which he claimetl to be the proprietor by purchase, and

also for an account of the profits derived from its use, there-

tofore, by the City of Philadelphia.

The patent appears to have been granted to William Howe,
for the term of 14 years, from the 28th of August, 1846, and

of course to have been in full force in October, 18')4, when
the bill in equity was filed. There does not seem to have

been any fair doubt as to the validity of the patent or the

title of the plaintiff, Trimble, as assignee, and there could be

none as to the liability of the City for the use of the patent,

inasmuch as all the bridges which were complained of, were

either actually constructed, or were in the course of construc-

tion, with the Truss frame in question; and in the case of the

Girard avenue bridge, the written contract with Andrew
Hague stipulates for the use of Howe's plan of Truss, and in

his proposals for erecting the said Briflge for the sum of

$^73,500, and which were accepted by the County Commis-
sioners, he engaged himself to pay the price of the patent

right out of that sum.
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This contract for the Girard avenue bridge was assigned

by Hague, with the consent of the County Commissioners, to

James H. Smith, in June, 1854, and Smith was made a party

to Trimble's suit in the month of October following. It is

understood by the committee that Smith performed the work
and received the pay for it.

There was a hearing before Judge Grier in the Circuit

Court, on a motion for a preliminary injunction, which was
resisted by the City Solicitor and refused by the Judge, with
an intimation, however, that if the City persisted, after such a

notice, in the use of the Truss, without compensation to the

patentee, the Court would probably exercise its power of

trebling the damages, under a provision in the Patent Laws.
Under these circumstances, the Solicitor thought it the

most prudent course to submit to a decree by default for

want of an answer, and settle the damages before a master, to

whom their assessment would in due course be referred by the

Court ; and the committee are of opinion that this plan of

proceeding was a prudent one. It should be borne in mind,

that an answer to the bill was required to be put in under
oath ; and further, that it was necessary for an answer, in

order to be effectual, to deny either the validity or existence

of the patent, or the title thereto, of Trimble, or the use of

the patent by the City or under its authority. It seems that

neither of these defences could, with propriety or truth, have
been maintained.

The assessment of the damages was made by an officer of

the Court, and appear to have been justified by the evidence.

It embraced a claim for the use of the Wire bridge at Callow-

hill street on the Schuylkill, the Girard avenue bridge over

the same river, and for seven iron bridges, each under 100
feet in length, over certain creeks or hollows.

After the confirmation of the Master's report on the da-

mages, viz : on the 2d November, 1854, the City Solicitor

communicated to the Committee on Highways, in writing,

notice of the claim of the patentee for the use of the patent

in the construction of the Girard avenue and Wire bridges
;

and stating that the contractor for the former bridge being

liable for the patent right, he called the attention of the com-
mittee to the claim, in order that any future settlements with

him might be made accordingly.

The committee have no positive knowledge upon the point.
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but have been informed that, notwithstandino; such notice, a

settlement was had with the contractor of the Girard avenue

bridge in full, under the contract. They have also been

informed that there is an unsettled account with that person,

touching charges for alleged extra work. The committee

make no precise statement of these matters, from want of

information upon them, but feel it their duty to direct the

attention of Councils to the subject, so that if there is any

sum of money due to any person or persons for the construc-

tion of any of the bridges in question, which person or persons

were bound to pay the price of the patent right for the Truss

used in the said bridges, the appropriate committee or

department may take immediate order, so as to secure the

deduction from the amount payable by the City, of the portion

properly chargeable to the parties, of the sum recovered

against the City, in the suit referred to.

The committee conclude, by reporting back the ordinance

referred to them, with a recommendation that it do pass.

They attach to their report a communication from the City

Solicitor, at the request of that officer.

J. L. Hutchinson, ch'n, T. VV. Higgins,

G. M. Wharton, M. J. Dougherty,
W. O. Kline, B. R. Miller.

Jas. a. Freeman,
Octobery 11, 1855.

City Solicitor's Office,

Philadelphia, Sept. 29th, 1^55.

To the Committee on Law

:

Gentlemen:—I find, from the published debates in the

Common Council of the twenty-seventh instant, that the

ordinance reported by the Finance Committee, to discharge

the amount of the decree entered against the City, at the suit

of Isaac R. Trimble, has been referred to you.

From the same source, I also learn, that in making this

reference, it has been thought proper to charge this department

with neglect of duty, in not preventing the decree in question.

As everything in this department is accessible to members
of Council, and the condition of every case can readily be

ascertained, for it is always cheerfully given, it would have

30
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been agreeable to myself, apart from considerations of justice,

if members of Council had made proper inquiries before

indulging in strictures which were only important because

calculated to mislead the popular mind.

As the ordinance lias been referred to you, I, with great

pleasure, make the following report :

The suit of Isaac R. Trimble against the City of Philadel-

phia, was commenced in the Circuit Court of the United
States for this District on the 6th of October, 1854, by the

filing of a bill in equity, in which an injunction was asked to

restrain the City of Philadelphia from using " Howe's Im-
provement in Truss Bridges" in the construction of the Girard

avenue bridge.

The case \vas heard before Judge Grier about the close of

October of that year, when the injunction was refused, on the

ground that the Court would not interfere in that summary
mode to stop the erection and completion of a great public

work. The Court adfled, however, that if the City persisted

in the use of the patent, on the right of the complainant being

established at law, treble damages would, under the provi-

sions of the act of Congress, be awarded.
The patent in this case was extended for fourteen years

from the 28th day of August, 1846. It was a valid title.

The right of the patentee to the exclusive use of the thing

patented, had never been successfully questioned. All the

railways leading into the City hail used and paid for the right

to use the truss as described in the patent.

In the specification annexed to the proposals for the con-

struction of the Girard avenue bridge, this patent was recog-

nized and its validity admitted, for the Commissioners required

that the sxiperstructure sh iidd be H we's plan of Truss. In

the contract acce[)fefl by the County Commissioners, under

date of March 31, 1853, the contractor stipulates to pay the

price for the patent right.

Satisfied, from these and other sources, that it would be the

true interest of the City to avoid litigation, I addressed the

late Committee on Highways, under date of November 2d,

1854, informing them of Ihe claim, and calling their attention

to the fact that the contractor was liable for the amount.

As no denial of the complainant's title, or of the use by the

City of the patent could be made, I declined to put in an

answer, reserving the question of damages to be determined

by the evidence submitted before the Master in Chancery.



APPENDIX TO JOURNAL OF COMMON COUNCIL. 235

In this course I acted for the City precisely as I would

have done for an individual client. I determined not to lend

my official sanction to a defence which could not be sustained,

and which, after what had been hinted by the Judge on the

preliminary hearing of the case, would most certainly have

been injurious to the interests of the City.

The Master's report, which accompanies this communica-

tion, will explain the course taken by myself before that

officer.

The amount reputed as due complainant, is lower than that

paid by any road enjoying the right to the same extent.

When execution was applied for in this case, I appeared in

Court; and interposed upon the grounds then stated. The
Court decided, however, that as the decree was solely for the

payment of money, they had no discretion in the matter, and

that final process must issue.^»—

I am truly.

Is. Hazlehurst.

[COPY.]

City of Philadelphia,

To I. R. Trimble, Dr.

To patent fees on Howe's Patent Truss, as follows

:

On Wire Bridge, Callowhill street,

350 feet, 2 Trusses, at $1 per ft. «3o0 00
14 months' interest, 24 50

Girard Avenue Bridge, 790 feet,

2 Trusses, at %2 51 per ft. ^1,982 90

24 months' interest, 237 95

$374 50

^2,220 85

IRON BRIDGES, AS FOLLOWS '.

York street, 100 feet, 3 Trusses, at

$3 per ft. - - - $300 00
Somerset street, 83 feet, 3 Trusses,

at S3 per ft. - - '- 249 00
Clearfield street, 83 feet, 3 Trusses,

at $3 per ft. - - - 249 00

Amount carried forward, $798 00 $2,595 35
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Amount brought forward, $798 00 ^2,595 35
Allegheny street, 86 feet, 3 Trusses,

at $(3 per ft. -

10 months' interest,

1,108 80
Cumberland street, 103

Trusses, at $3 per ft. -

Huntingdon street, 103
Trusses, at $3 per ft. -

Lehigh avenue, 103 feet, 3
at $3 per ft. -

6 months' interest,

954 81

-
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APPENDIX No. 70.

MESSAGE FROM COMMON COUNCIL.

Common Council inform Select Council that they have

passed the annexed resolution relative to the securities of the

newly appointed Supervisors and ask concurrence.

Common Council Chamber, October 11th, 1855.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Fimnce, to whom was referred the

securities of the Supervisors lately appointed, beg leave

to ofTer the annexed resolution.

Thos. Craven, cli'n, Chas. B. Penrose,

O. P. Cornman, Wm. B. R. Selby,

J. F. Knorr, W. C. Patterson.

Jas. C. Hand,

Resolved, That George H. Chambers be accepted as secu-

rity for Robert Rodgers ; Adam S. Young and William Allen

as securities for George Philips ; Jacob Wilkins and Peter

Lamb, Jr. as securities for Joseph Brown ; Daniel B. Beitler

and Curtis Clayton, Jr. as securities for Richard M. Batturs

;

William Bowers and George Mecke as securities for John
Mecke ; Charles B. Smith as security for Anthony Conrad

;

Jacob P. Beckly and Benjamin E. Hooven as securities for

John Sailor; Alexander M. Fox and William R. Bald as se-

curities for James Work ; William Faunce, Sr. and Ahab
Punter as securities for Isaac B. Dare ; Solomon Wagner and

Jeremiah E. Eldridge as securities for Israel N. Bell; John
Campman and William Scargle as securities for Joseph

Rheiner; James Preston and Edward Preston as securities for

Edward Strouse ; William Benner and Hillary Krickbaura as

securities for John Wunder ; John StalJman and Curtis J.

Gilbert as securities for Reuben Sands ; Samuel Wilson and

Daniel Faunce as securities for William P. Cooper; George
W^illiamsand William A. Banes as securities for John Jackson,

and that the Solicitor be requested to draw the requisite

bends.
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APPENDIX No. 71.

To the Select and Common Councils:

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the

resolution from Select Council, relative to the Marshal draw-
ing warrants in favor of E. R. Williams and S. L. Clements,

acting Police Magistrates, report the same back as correct,,

and ask its adoption.

Thos. Craven, cJi'n, Chas. B. Penrose,
O. P. Cornman, Wm. B R. Selbv,
J. F. Knorr, W. C. Patterson.
James C. Hand.

Oct. 11, 1855.

Resolved, That the Marshal of Police be directed to draw
a warrant in favor of Edward R. Williams, acting Police

Magistrate of the Twenty-second Ward, from April 10th to

September 30th, for the sum of two hundred and thirty-six

dollars and eleven cents; also one in favor of Samuel L.

Clements, acting as Police Magistrate of the Sixth Ward, from

April 9th to May 31st, for the sura of seventy-one dollars

and fifty cents, said amounts to be paid out of the appropria-

tion made to the Police Department for Police Magistrates,,

approved 29th day of January, A. D. 1855.

APPENDIX. No. 72.

MESSAGE FROM COMMON COUNCIL.

Common Council inform Select Council, that they have-

passed the annexed resolution to release certain property of

Abel Lukens from the lien of a judgment therein mentioned,,

and ask concurrence.

Common Council Chamber, Oct. Wth, 1855.
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To the Select a /id Common Councils :

The Committee on Finance, to whom the matter was re-

feired, beg leave to submit the annexed resolution, and ask

its adoption.

Thos. Craven, cA'n, Chas. B. Penrose,

J. F. Knorr, Wm. B. R. Selby,

O. P. CoRNMAN, VV. C. Patterson.
Jas. C. Hand,

Committee Room, Oct. Wth, 1855.

RESOLUTION

To release certain property of Abel Lukens from the lien of a judg-
ment therein mentioned.

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia, that the Mayor be and he is hereby author-

ized, on behalf of the Corporation of the City of Philadelphia,

to release from the lien of a judgment entered on the 26th day
of June, 1855, in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania for the

Eastern District, to March Term, 1855, No. 67, wherein the

City of Philadelphia is plaintiff and F. Knox Morton, Charles

R. Danenhower and Abel Lukens are defendants, the following

described property owned by Abel Lukens, one of the said

defendants, namely : A certain lot of ground situate on the

North-west corner of Frankford road and Huntingdon street

in the City of Philadelphia, containing in front on said Frank-
ford road one hundred and six feet and three-fourths ofan inch,

and in depth along said Huntingdon street two hundred and
twenty-five feet ten and seven-eighths inches ; thence at right

angles to Frankford road ninety-six feet two and one-half

inches, provided the other defendants in said judgment con-

sent thereto.

APPENDIX No. 73.

MESSAGE FROM COMMON COUNCIL.

Common Council inform Select Council, that they have
received a report from the Committee on Finance, with a

resolution annexed—Committee, Messrs. Penrose, Pattei-son

and King—which they have passed, and ask concurrence*

Common Council Chamber, Oct. 11, 1855.
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To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Finance beg leave to offer the annexe^
resohition, relative to the Department of City Commissioners,

and ask its adoption.

Thos. Craven, ch'n, Chas. B. Penrose,
O. P. Cornman, Wm. B. R. Selby,
J. F. Knorr, W. C. Patterson. ^

Jas. C. Hand,

Resolved, That a Special Committee of three from each
Chamber be appointed to inquire whether any moneys appro-

priated to the City Commissioners, by ordinance approved
March 1st, 1855, have been applied to any other than the

specific objects of appropriation, and if so, by what authority,

and what legislation is required to prevent a recurrence of

similar abuses hereafter.

AN ORDINANCE

To make an appropriation to the Department of City Commissioners.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of twenty-seven thou-

sand and six hundred dollars be and the same is hereby appro-

priated to the Department of City Commissioners, to defray

the expenses of the public service, in the particulars herein

mentioned, for the year eighteen hundred fifty-five, that is to

say:

For the expenses of the Civil Courts, nine thousand dollars.

For the expenses of the Criminal Courts, ten thousand dol-

lars.

For the pay ot Road Jurors, five hundred dollars.

For salaries of officers of the Department, four thousand

one hundred dollars.

For Court Houses and County Offices, five hundred dollars.

For the expenses of Elections, three thousand dollars.

For incidentals, five hundred dollars.
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APPENDIX No. 74.

To the Select and Common Councils

:

The Committee on Highways report an ordinance to open
Franklin street in the First Ward, in accordance with notice

given by resolution, approved June 21, 1855.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch'n, W. H. Stokes,

D. C. Enos, B. R. Miller,
Wm. B, R. Selby, Jno. a. Houseman,
O. P. CoRNMAN, Thomas J. Roberts.

October llth, 1855.

AN ORDINANCE

To open Franklin street from Front to Jefferson avenue, and from
Sixth to Seventh street, in the First Ward,

Whereas, By authority of a resolution of Councils, ap-

proved June 21, 1855, entitled " A Resolution to give notice

of the intended opening of certain parts of Vienna street,

Twentieth street and Franklin streets," notice was duly

given on the 2d day of July, 1855, to the owners of the

ground through and over which Franklin street from Front
street to Jefferson avenue, and from Sixth to Seventh street,

in the First Ward, as laid out on the plan of the late District

of Southwark, that at the expiration of three months from said

notice. Councils w^ould order the said street, within the said

limits, to be opened for public use, and the said time of three

months having expired, therefore,

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That Franklin street from Front
street to Jefferson avenue, and from Sixth to Seventh street,

as the same is laid out on the plan of the late District of

Southwark, be and the same is hereby declared to be opened
for public use, as a street or highway.

Sect. 2. The Department of Highways, Bridges, Sewers
and Cleansing the City, is hereby authorized to cause all

obstructions within the limits of the said street to be removed.
31
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APPENDIX No. 75.

MESSAGE FROM COMMON COUNCIL.

Common Council inform Select Council, that they have

received a report from the Committee on Highways, with an

Ordinance annexed, entitled " An Ordinance to authorize the

construction of a certain culvert," which they have passed, and

ask concurrence.

Common Council Chamber^ Oct. 11^//, 1855.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred the

annexed petitions for culverts in Pearl and Linn streets, re-

port herewith an Ordinance to authorize said culverts to be

constructed at the expense of the owners of property, and recom-

mend that it be passed.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch'n, W..H. Stokes,

Wm. B. R. Selby, B. R. Miller,
John A. Houseman, D. C. Enos,

O. P. CoRNMAN, T. J. Roberts.

October llth, 1855.

AX ORDINANCE

To authorize the construction of certain culverts.

Section 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City

of Philadelphia do ordain, That the owners of property on

Linn street, between 22d and 24th streets, are hereby autho-

rized to construct a culvert, to commence at and intersect

the culvert at 24th and Linn streets, and to extend along Linn

street eastward to 22d street ; and the owners of property

on Pearl street between 15th and 16th streets are hereby

authorized to construct a culvert to commence at and inter-

sect the culvert at 16th and Pearl streets, and to extend along

said Pearl street to 15th street : the said culverts to be of such

form and dimensions as the Board of Commissioners of High-

ways and the Board of Surveyors may prescribe, and to be
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constructed under the supervision of the Department of High-
ways, Bridges, Sewers and cleansing the City : Provided, the

said culverts are respectively commenced, the parties who are

hereby authorized to construct the same, shall enter into

covenants to build the same at their own expense, and upon
their completion to restore the pavement of said streets to

their present condition.

Section 2. The said culverts when completed shall become
the property of the Corporation without condition, except
that no permit or permission shall be granted to any person to

make any drain thereinto, exce})t persons who may have con-

tributed to the expense of the construction thereof, before he
or she shall have paid to the parties so contributing a sum,
proportionable to the extent of the front of his or her property

on said culvert: provided a statement of the actual cost of

such culvert shaH have been filed in the office of the Depart-

ment of Highways.

Philadelphia, June 15, 1855.

To the President and Members of the Select Council

:

Gentlemen:—We, the undersigned, property holders in

Pearl street, between 15th and 16th streets, in the Fifteenth

Ward of the city of Philadelphia, very respectfully request

your honorable body to have constructed a culvert along

Pearl street to empty into one already constructed in 16th
street, for the purpose of draining the cellars in the vicinity

of the above named Pearl street. And we will ever pray.

Very respectfully, your obedient vServants,

John McCandless, John Abbott,
Catharine Moineer, Samuel Hemple,
Jacob Teany, Michael Coyle,
Sarah Wise, John Roberts,
CONSTANTINE CLIFFORD, J. L. FeNIMORE,
Louis Sczineki, George Miley,
M. A. Gebhard, O. H. Jenvier.

The petitioners for the above would ask permission to get

the culvert done themselves. Pearl street at the present time
wants paving from 15th to 16th streets. It is now a good
time to have the work done. Yours,

John D. Fox, Agent for Mr. Wise and others,

319 Callowhill St.
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Philadelphia^ Sept. 24th, 1855.

To the Honorable the Members nj' Select and Common Councils

of the City of Philadelphia:

Gentlemen:—We, the undersigned, property holders on
Linn street, west of 22d street, in the Fifteenth Ward, most
respectfully petition your honorable body to grant us the

privilege of constructing a culvert in the above named street,

under the supervision of the Supervisor of the ward.

Yours, &c.,

Jos. S. Ritchie, Wm. Hillary,
Hugh Maxwell, Andrew Young.

APPENDIX No. 76.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways, to whom was referred the

ordinance to regulate the navigation and use of the Gunner's
Run canal, report the same back, with a recommendation
that it be passed.

Respectfully submitted,

James M. Gibson, ch'n, O. P. Cornman,
W. H. Stokes, B. R. Miller,
D. C. Enos, Wm. B. R. Selby.
Jno. a. Houseman,

AN ORDINANCE

To regulate the navigation and use of the Gunner's Run canal.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain. That from and after the passage of

this ordinance, it shall not be lawful for any person or persons

to float or tow into the Gunner's Run canal, any raft or collec-

tion of lumber of any kind of a greater width than twenty-four

feet or of a greater length than one hundred and sixty feet ; and

that no person or persons shall be permitted to have any raft

or collection of timber of a greater width and length than
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aforesaid, moored to any wharf along said canal for a greater

length of time than seventy-two hours.

Sect. 2. That no person or persons shall be permitted to

moor or make fast any raft, float, boat or vessel, to any bridge

crossing said canal.

Sect. 3. That any person or persons offending against any
of the provisions of this ordinance, shall be fined for the first

offence the sum of ten dollars, and for the second and subse-

quent offences the sum of twenty dollars : Provided, that

the said penalties shall be collected as sums of like amount
are collected by law.

APPENDIX No. 77.

AN ORDINANCE

To declare the south-west front of Penn Square a market stand.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain. That from and after the passage of

this ordinance, the north side of Olive street, between Broad
and Oak streets, and the east side of Oak street, between
Olive and Market streets, shall be and they are hereby appro-

priated as market stands.

APPENDIX No. 78.

Philadelphia, September 27th, 1855.

To the President and Members of the Select and Common
Councils, City of Philadelphia :

Gentlemen—The Committee of Visitation to the Girard

College for orphans, for the month of September, respectfully

report : That they made one visit to the college during the

month, and were extremely gratified with its management, in

every department. The discipline adopted in the institution

is well adapted to the mental and moral training of the

orphans, and also to their physical development and the pro-

motion of their health. Too much praise cannot be awarded
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to Professor Allen, the able President of the college, and
Henry W. Arey, Secretary, for the kindness and attention

evinced by them toward the children under their charge, their

whole time being devoted, almost Avithout intermission, to

their duties. The committee were gratified with the progress

made by the boys in their studies : the readings were generally

correct, and their proficiency in composition, mathematics and
natural philosophy, very creditable. Some of their drawings
are extremely beautiful, and give assurance of great talent

for the art. Very little restraint is imposed upon the boys,

when not engaged in their studies. They are allowed ample
time each day for recreation, on large play grounds appro-
priated for that purpose, where they enjoy themselves in the

open air. They appear like one family, contented and happy,
and are at this time enjoying excellent health, not one of them
being sick. All the departments are kept perfectly clean

;

the clothing of the boys is changed often, requiring the wash-
ing of five thousand pieces weekly, which is done in the most
economical and expeditious manner that could be adopted.

The number of orphans in the college at present is three

hundred and six, who are educated and maintained at a cost

of about two hundred and thirty dollars for each boy, includ-

ing the necessary repairs and additions that have been made
during the year. Eighteen of the boys are about to be bound
out, their time having expired and their education completed.

The committee have understood that the Directors are now
considering the propriety of increasing the number of boys to

be admitted, by either erecting new buildings, which would
accommodate two hundred boys, or with the present accom-
modations, which, by crowding them into the dormitories,

already full with the others, would admit thirty or forty

more. The committee are of the opinion that the most proper

and economical course to pursue would be to erect new build-

ings, by means of which the younger boys could be separated

from the older ones, and the number increased from thirty or

forty to two hundred ; and the whole number would be better

accommodated than those in the college at present would be,

if thirty or forty more were admitted, with, also, the risk of

endangering their health.

The revenue of the college exceeds the outlay about thirty

thousand dollars, which would be increased considerably by

the lease of the Girard lands now in contemplation. By the
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erection of new buildings, the usefulness of the institution

could be greatly extended, without interfering with the main-

tenance and education of the orphans. The surplus of revenue

over the expenditures (some of which have been for extra-

ordinary purposes, which are not likely to occur again,) will

be sufficient, before the buildings could, under any circum-

stances be completed, to pay for the erection, without taking

into consideration the revenue that may be derived from the

lease of the Girard lands, which, if accomplished, will, it is

anticipated, yield a sufficient sum for the education and main-

tenance of three times the present number of orphans. The
committee, therefore, respectfully recommend the Committee
on Girard Estates and the Directors of the College, to give

the erection of new buildings their immediate consideration,

so that the advantages of the institution may be extended to

a greater number of houseless orphans.

The committee, in conclusion, return their thanks to Pro-

fessor Allen, Henry W. Arey and their assistants, for the

many kind attentions shown to them on their visit to the

College.

Geo a. Binder, cA'w, Hiram Miller,
Nathan Hilles, Thos. Craven,
W. H. Stokes, Thos. Davis.

A. D. Caldwell,

APPENDIX No. 79.

A SUPPLEMENT

To an ordit'.nnoe, approved July 3d, 1854, entitled "An Ordinance
proviilitig for the appointment of the Standing Committees of Coun-
cils."

The Select and Common Councils of the City of Philadel-

phia do ordain. That for the purpose of supervising more
effectually the system of assessments and taxation, there shall

be appointed, by the president of each chamber, on the

passage hereof, and annually on the organization of Councils,

a Joint Standing Committee, to consist of six members of

each chamber, to be styled " The Committee on Tax and
Assessments," the chairman of w4iich shall be a member of

Select Council.
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APPENDIX No. 80.

Philadelphia, lOth mo. llth, 1855.

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila-

delphia :

The undersigned respectfully represents, that in conse-

quence of some anonymous publications having appeared in

the Ledger and Pennsylvanian of the 4th inst., containing

gross misrepresentations in relation to Thirty-fifth street, in

the Twenty-fourth Ward, one of which is headed "Another
attempt at the City Treasury," designed, no doubt, together

with the enormous amount of damages named, not only to

deceive, but also to serve as an entering wedge to an insertion

in the paper without charge. It has been suggested to me,

that it is due to Councils and the public, that a true statement

of the facts relating to the case should be laid before them,

and I being engaged in making the general survey of the late

District of West Philadelphia, have had a better opportunity

than any other person of knowing what the facts are, and

that, therefore, I ought to do it ; and as I have not and in-

tend not to shrink from any duty devolving upon me in rela-

tion to that survey, though it has been a very troublesome,

perplexing and losing concern to me, I will endeavor, as

briefly as my capacity and the circumstances of the case will

admit of, to do it.

In making this survey, I found what was called Sixth

street, in Mantua village, now Thirty-fifth street, an open

public highway, 50 feet wide, from Lancaster avenue, on a

course nearly due north 1,980 feet, to the Haverford road ; and

from thence on the same course, 60 feet wide, 1,710 feet, to

the Old River road ; making the whole distance now, and for

a long time past, open to public use, 3,700 feet, equal to eight

ordinary squares. That it had been laid out many years ago

by court and jury, from the Lancaster road through the lands

of Powel, Bingham, Britton and Judge Peters, 50 feet wide,

(that being the extreme width the road law would admit,)

3,700 feet to the said Old River road ; but Judge Peters,

afterwards, in laying out Mantua village, opened it out and

appropriated to public use for 1,710 feet of that distance

through his ground, 60 feet in width ; though he laid out
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none of bis other streets in that village more than 50 feet

wide, showing thereby that he did not consider it " a short

and insignificant street," as it is represented in the publica-

tions hereinbefore alluded to; neither did I, even if it could

be carried no further, much less when I saw that it passed

under the Pennsylvania railroad, and was the only street that

could be passed either under or over said road by a bridge,

from Thirty-second to Thirty-seventh street ; and seeing,

moreover, it must necessarily be continued the same course,

conforming with the rectangular and parallelism of all other

streets in that part of said district ; 2,390 feet further, to

Girard avenue, which it intersects at right angles about 200
feet west of the west end of Girard avenue bridge. The whole
distance from Lancaster to Girard avenue, being not merely
" two or three squares,"^ as stated in one of said publications,

but 6,090 feet, equal to fourteen ordinary squares or over one

mile and one-eighth, being about the same distance as that on
High street, from the Delaware river to Eroad street. And
that even this cannot properly be considered, by a long dis-

tance, the whole extent of this street, as it becomes the River

street for five squares before it reaches Girard avenue, and is

laid out for that distance eighty feet in width to said avenue,

where it varies to the westward, conforming with the general

course of the river about 90 feet further, to the northern

boundary of said district, and must necessarily, as the gene-

ral survey of the City progresses, be continued up the river

as far as the Montgomery County line. But it is said in one
of those publications, that making this street 60 feet wide, is

" Another attemjjt at the City Treasury.^' " Ji scheme^' got

up " by certain parties''^ who " do not scruple to acknowledge
that the widening this street will benefit the property along
it very much,''^ and that this would be all well enough if it

was not contemplated to make the City pay some twenty or

thirty thousand dollars. But let us examine into this matter

and try to ascertain what the facts relating to it are. Upon
what is such an enormous amount of damages to be assessed,

if" the property along the street is to be benefited by the widen-

ing very much ; now as it is manifest that this question

cannot be satisfactorily answered, what other conclusion can

be drawn from those publications, than that it would " be well"

to widen it, bearing in mind, at the same time, that that

which is well to be done, would be well to be well done
32
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quickly. But to the facts relating to the subjects of damages,
what are they ? From Lancaster avenue to Bridge street, a

distance of 1,562 feet, no building will be touched by the

widening, but a small corner of S. Hutchinson's office at Lan-
caster avenue, which would be very little inconvenience I

apprehend, to the public, as regards the travel in this street,

if it should stand there for fifty years.

There is, however, one man who owns a property on this

part of the street, whose house stands upwards of forty feet

back from the line of the street, and is surrounded by a super-

abundance of forest trees, three or four of which, at most,

would have to be moved when the street came to be widened,
if they should happen to stand so long. This man has been
very pressing in his suit, both with me and others, to have
this street laid down only 50 feet in wndth, on account of

these trees, which I could not consent to, believing as I did

and do, that it will, in all human probability, become a great

thoroughfare ; and that, therefore, my duty to the public re-

quired that I should not lay it down less than 60 feet in width.

And, moreover, it appears to me that if, for such a trifling

cause, such a street as this should be thus limited in its w^idth,

it w^ould be perfect folly to attempt to carry out w^hat clearly

appears to be the public sentiment and public requirements,

with regard to the width of our streets in general. What an
unenviable situation would my yielding to this man's request

have placed me in. How could I have looked other property

owners in the face, through whose ground I have widened
some streets from 50 to 60 feet and others to 80, and in other

places laid out streets of these widths ? Eli K. Price, foi

instance, who has long reckoned me among his friends, anu
through whose grounds I have continued an eighty feet avenue,

which, when it comes to be opened, will sweep away from
40 to 50 fine forest trees. How should I be able to hold up
my head to him ? and what would be my confusion, if he

should remind me of what I could not deny, to wit, that this

same individual, towards whom I have thus manifested so

much favoritism on Thirty-fifth street, was the first man to

propose laying out this 80 feet street through his (the said

Price's) ground.

On the West side of Thirty-fifth street, between Bridge
street and the Haverford road, there are nine houses, six of

which are new brick houses, and front on the sixty feet line
;
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two stand several feet back from it, and the other one is a

small stone with roiiah brick front, 18 by 14 feet, and stands

about 4 feet OA'er the 60 feet line on the street. On the east

side there are four houses, which stand, with respect to the

60 feet line, as follows, to wit : One good brick house stands

five feet on the street ; two small stone houses similarly situ-

ated, and the other one a store, stands about 3 feet 8 inches

on the street. But, inasmuch as the footways on a 60 feet

street are 13 feet, and none of the houses stand more than five

feet on the street, which will still leave the footways in front

of them eight feet wide, I think there will be little occasion

for disturbing till the time comes for them to give way for

better improvements.

From the Haverford road north it is already opened sixty

feet wide.

This may seem a lengthy communication, but the daily

complaint we hear of the contracted width of our streets, to-

gether with the important bearing the settlement of this ques-

tion must necessarily have in determining the width of many
other streets now being and yet to be laid out in this City,

will, I trust, be with you a sufficient apology.

Joseph Fox, Surveyor.
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APPENDIX No. 81.

Office of the Guardians of the Poor, )

No. 36 North Seventh street. j

Extractfrom the Minutes of the Board of Guardians of the

Poor, October 15, 1S55.

Whereas, there was paid into the City treasury, on the

12th day of June, 1855, $2,511 20, being for four years' inte-

rest on certificate of loan of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation

Company, for $10,463 69, of the legacy of Esther Waters; and

whereas, on the same date was paid into the City treasury,

$275 05, less ($13 70) State tax, being for interest due on

$2,200 58, five per cent. Pennsylvania State Loan of the

legacy of Geo. Emlen ; and whereas, on the 13th of June, same
year, there was paid into the City treasury $993 75 for inte-

rest on certificates of loan of the Schuylkill Navigation Com-
pany, of the legacy of Geo. Emlen, making the total amount
$3,766 30 ; and whereas the said interest moneys have been

deposited in bank, by the late City Treasurer, to the

credit of the Guardians of the Poor, and which said moneys are

required by the will of the said Esther Waters, proved July

5, 1833, and the will of the said Geo. Emlen, proved January

23, 1776, to be expended in the purchase of fire wood or

other fuel, to be distributed in the winter season by the Guar-
dians of the Poor to poor widows, and among such of the poor

of the City of Philadelphia and two suburbs as shall be found,

on careful inquiry, to be deserving of aid ; therefore.

Resolved, That the Board of Guardians apply to the Select

and Common Councils of the City of Philadelphia, to make
an appropriation of the sum of $3,766 30, being the amount
deposited in bank to the credit of the Guardians of the Poor,

for the purpose of expending the same in the manner pre-

scribed in the wills above recited.

S. Snyder Leidy, Secretary.
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APPENDIX No. 82.

Office of the Guardians of the Poor,

No. 36 North Seventh street.

Extractfrom the Minutes of the Board of Guardians of the

Poor, October 15, 1855.

Resolved, That this Board apply to the Select and Common
Councils of the City of Philadelphia for an appropriation of

$41,000, for meeting the demands of the Guardians of the

Poor to the end of the year 1855, as follows :

For supplies, - - - - $20,000
For incidental expenses, - - 4,500
For medical department, - - 4,500
For children's asylum, - - 500
For manufactory, - -

. 1,000
For farm, - - - - 500
For Blockley estate, - - - 2,500
For out-door account, - - 7,500

S. Snyder Leidy, Secretary.

APPENDIX No. 83.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Finance, to whom the matter was
referred, beg leave to report the accompanying bill as correct,

to wit :
" An Ordinance to make an appropriation to the

Department of Surveys," and ask its adoption.

Thos. Craven, ch'ri, Wm. B. R. Selby,
James C. Hand, O. P. Cornman,
Chas. B. Penrose, James Davenport.
J. F. Knorr,

Committee Room, October 18th, 1855.

AN ORDINANCE
To make an Appropriation to the Department of Surveys.

Sect. 1. The Select and Common Councils of the City of

Philadelphia do ordain, That the sum of thirteen thousand four
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hundred and fifty-four dollars and ninety-seven cents be and

the same is hereby appropriated to the Department ot

Surveys, for the following purposes, that is to say

:

To pay the salaries of the officers of the Dej)artment of

City Surveyors and Regulators, established by Councils by

Ordinance of November 9, 1854, until the 5th day of May,
1855, three thousand three hundred and fifty-nine dolhirs and

ninety-nine cents.

To pay for office rent of the same department, one hundred

dollars.

To pay for blanks, books, printing and stationery for the

same department, five hundred and eighty-three dollars.

To pay the salaries, for the year 1855, of the Surveyors

and Regulators elected in May, 1855, three thousand and nine

hundred and nineteen dollars and eighty cents.

To pay the salaries, for the year 1855, of the Chief Engi-

neer and Surveyor, elected in May, 1855, one thousand nine

hundred and fifty-eight dollars and ninety cents.

To pay the salaries of the officers in the department estab-

lished by an Ordinance, approved October 25th, entitled

"An Ordinance reorganizing the Department of Surveys, and

prescribing the powers and duties of the Chief Engineer and

Surveyor and the District Surveyors and Regulators," one

thousand five hundred and fifty-six dollars and sixty-six

cents.

To pay for office furniture, alterations in office, fitting up
fire proofs and painting, seven hundred and thirty-six dollars

and twenty-nine cents.

To pay for records, minute books, drawing paper and

registers for the principal and district offices, two hundred

and twenty-seven dollars.

To pay for office rent, five hundred and eighty-three dollars

and thirty-three cents.

To pay for incidentals, four hundred and forty dollars.
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APPENDIX No. 84.

Reported by Thomas Craven, Chairman of the Finance CommiUcc,

Monday, October 22d,\855.

DEPARTMENT OF CITY COMMISSIONERS.

Jlppropriations and amount of Warrants Countersigned,

October 11th, 1855.

1. Appropriation January 11th, 1855, - - tS15,914 70
2. " " 24th, " - 2,854 14

8. " " 30th, " - - 16,055 60

4. " March 1st, " - 148,410 o5
5. " " 10th, " - - 556 39
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Amount brought forward,

Wm. Thomas, overpaid taxes,

H. Wharton, «* (^ > _ .

Evening Bulletin, printing, - - -

Juror's, District Court, - _ - .

Cleaning court rooms, - - - -

Election otficers, - _ - _ .

Balance,

Appropriation January 2ith, 1855, $2,354 14.

Warrants countersigned :

—

George ShatTer, digging wells at county buildings, $739 75
Election expenses, extra pay of judges and in-

spectors, - - - - - - 1,614 00

$15,247 73
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Amount brought forward, - - _ . $2,118 73
Officers, Common Pleas, 248 40
Jurors, Supreme Court, - - - _ 588 50
Officers, " " 374 94
Jurors, District " _ . . . 1^342 41
Officers, " " 324 00
State Lunatic Asylum at Harrisburg, G. W.' Wardell

for Board of Patients, 544 37
Printing sundry bills, ----- 716 50
W. C. Patterson, member County Board, - - 69 00
T. O. Goldsmith, late Coroner, " - - - 1,000 00
Jos. Delavau, present Coroner, December fees, - 467 97
F. Glading, stoves and fixtures, - - _ 105 00
E. S. Steever, plumber's work, - - - - 206 35
S. M. Fox, bricks, 230 00
T. W. Price, siationery and books, - - - 623 50
Publishing Sheriff's proclamation, - - - 1,111 32
Election expenses, ------ 5,760 88
W. H. Kern, ice, 148 57
J. Bock, work on Broad street improvement, - 75 00

16,055 44
Balance, ----- 16

$16,055 60

Appropriation March 1st, 1855, $148,410 55.

Warrants countersigned :

—

Criminal Court,

Grand and Petit Jurors, - - $7,787 26
Board of Jurors, - - - 150 50
Interpreter, - - - - 174 00
Omnibus hire for Grand Jurors, 330 00
Witness fees, - - - - 133 56
Tavern returns, (constables' bills,) 85 08
Water rent and Gas bill, - - 70 87

Cleaning court and grand jury rooms, 229 00

District Attorney's fees, - - 4,652 50

Amount carried forward, - $13,612 77
33
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Amount brought forward, - 813,612 77
Clerk's fees, - - - 4,358 00
Officers of Court, salaries, - - 4,933 40
Paper hanging, room Fifth and

Chestnut, N.' E. corner, - 104 25
Painting, do. do. 418 15
Upholstering, do. do. 1,034 31
F. Brown, rent, do. do. 375 00
Upholstering court room, - 685 00
Marble w^ork, steps, - - - 54 75
Oil cloth and hemp carpet, - 94 00
Painting and glazing court house, 317 90
Painting and varnishing inside, 215 00
J. W. Colladay, carpenter work, 1,280 42
Lewis Bitting, do. do. 549 72
T. W. Price, blanks and stationery, 1,390 73

Civil Courts—District :

—
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Amount brought forward, - $24,805 64 1^50,667 24
Assessment books, J. B. Smith's bill, 1,122 50
Indexing assessments, - 1,673 99

27,602 13

City Commissioners' salaries, - - - - 6,561 43

Clerks, Messenger, Superintendent, Watchmen of

Co. buildings, Watchmen of wire bridge, sala-

ries, - - 5,115 12

Stationery, blanks, books, binding and printing, 4,568 37

Wood and coal, 413 79

Cleaning office and wells, - - - - 480 62
Brushes, brooms, hose, stoneware, ice, &c., - 354 70
Agricultural Society, (annual,) - - - 600 00

C. Mason, Superintendent Girard avenue bridge, 540 00

Seal press, (Wagner & Steward,) - - - 112 00

Road jurors, 336 00

Killing wolf in the First Ward, - - - 12 00

Coroner's fees, -.---- 4,651 05

Election expenses, publishing Sheriff's Procla-

mation, special Municipal and General Elec-

tions, viz :

—

North American, _ - - $831 50

Pennsylvanian, _ _ - 562 75

Pennsylvania Inquirer, - - - 503 50

Evening Bulletin, - - - 481 00

Daily Sun, 370 00

Evening Argus, _ _ - 358 00

Sunday Mercury,- - - - 318 00

Legal Intelligencer, - - - 295 00

Sunday Dispatch, - - - 290 56

Commercial List, - - - 182 00

City Item,----- 174 00

Bicknell's Reporter, - - 145 50

Daily Reporter, - - - - 144 00

Weekly Commercial, - - 144 00

J. D. Steel, - - - - 144 00

Andrew Scott, (posters,) - - 2,160 50
7,104 31

Printing blanks, (Town's bill,) - - - - 823 50

Transcripts, ------ 3,235 18

Amount carried forward, r - - $113,177 44
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Amount brought forward, - - > 8113,177 44
Judges, inspectors and clerks, - - - _ 6,169 72
Fitting up precinct houses, - - _ _ 277 30
Collecting and distributing ballot-boxes, - - 391 00
Stationery, (T. W. Price's bill,) - - - 154 75

do (J. B. Smith's bill,)- - - - 1,486 40
Publishing Assessors' lists, - - _ _ 376 88
Alterations, repairs and fitting up County build-

ings, J. W. Colladay, carpenter-work and
materials, - - - - $18,100 61

R. F. Morrell, repairs, - - 20-2 54
S. Ogden, iron work, - - 325 72
S. Ogden, plumbing, - - 377 00
S. Simons, paving footways, - 500 00
W. A. Leonard, painting, - 170 00
L. Braddock, do - - 239 19
J. H. Hurtt, blinds, - - 608 00
Frazier :

—

Upholstering room for Sup. Court, 1,800 00
Do. do. District " 576 75
Do. do. Common Pleas, 319 50
Do. do. Quart. Sessions, 1,034 31
Do. office Recorder Deeds, 77 00

24,330 62
Tax duplicates, ---.._ 419 57
Transcribing jury tickets, - - - - 415 00
J. L.Husband Suit vs. City, - - - . 218 39
F. G. Frazer, balance on bill, October 1, 1854, 986 22

$148,403 29
Balance, _----_ 7 26

$148,410 55

APPENDIX NO. 85.

To the Select and Common Councils :

The Committee on Highways, in answer to the resolution

passed by Councils, October 11th, resiectiully report: That
the cleansing of the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth and
Tenth Wards is being done under a wontract made by the

32
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Corporation of the late City, on the 20th of March, 1853,

with Henry Bickley, to cleanse the City for three years from

that date, at ?fl^27,000 a year. A copy of the contract is here-

with submitted.

James M. Gibson, Mn, Thomas J. Roberts,

Jno. a. Houseman, Wm. B. R. Selbv,

D. C. Enos, W. H. Stokes,

Geo. a. Binder, P. A. Keyser,
A. F. HoppEL, O. P. Cornman.

Oct. 18, 1855.

Articles of Agreement, made and entered info this iwentidh day of
March, Anno Domini, ciyhLecn hundred andfity-three, between Ilennj

Bickley of the first -part, the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Phila-

delphia, of the second part, and Wdliam Kirk and Matthew Arrison

of the third part.

The said party of the first part, for himself, his executors

and administrators, in consideration of the covenants and

agreements hereinafter made by the party of the second part,

doth covenant and agree to and with the second party and

their successors, that as contractor for cleansing the City of

Philadelphia, he will well and faithfully do, perform and fulfil

the following covenants, acts and duties required on his part

to be done, performed and fulfilled.

First. He, the said party of the first part, will thoroughly

cleanse the said City, the streets, alleys, coiirts, lanes, markets,

gutters, crossings and inlets to the sewers theieof, and keep

the same clean from the twentieth day of March, eighteen

hundred and fifty-three, to the twentieth day of March,
eighteen hundred and fifty-six.

Second. As the means of effecting that object, he will once

in each week cleanse all the paved streets, lanes, courts and

alleys, provided the same are used for the passage of carts of

the City, whether the same be public or private, by sweeping

and scraping the same and the gutters thereof thoroughly in

every part, and causing the matter collected therefrom to be

removed, within one hour after the same shall have been col-

lected, out of the City in the manner following, namely: on

Monday of each week he will so cleanse all that part of the

City lying between the east side of Delaware avenue, the

west side of Front street, the south side of Cedar street and
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the north side.of Vine street ; and between the east side of

Dehxware Eighth, the east side of Delaware Ninth street, the

south side of Cedar street and the north side of Vine street

;

and between the centre of Broad street, the east side of

Schuylkill Eighth street, the south side of Cedar street and
the north side of Vine street ; that portion of the before

described district lying between the east side of Delaw^are

avenue, the west side of Front, the south side of Cedar and
the north side of Vine street, is to be cleansed as aforesaid at

night.

On Tuesday, that part between the west side of Front
street to a distance midway between Second and Third
streets from the river Delaware, the south side of Cedar and

the north side of Vine street ; and between the east side of

Ninth, the east side of Tenth, the south side of Cedar and

the north side of Vine street ; and between the east side of

Schuylkill Eighth, the east side of Schuylkill Seventh, the

south side of Cedar and the north side of Vine street ; that

portion of the before described district lying between the west

side of Front street to a distance midw^ay between Delaware
Second and Third streets, the south sidej of Cedar and the

north side of Vine street, is to be cleansed as aforesaid at

night.

On Wednesday, that part midway between Delaware
Second and Third, the east side of Fourth, the south side of

Cedar and the north side of Vine street, and between the

east side of Tenth, the east side of Eleventh, the south side

of Cedar and the north side of Vine street ; and between the

east side of Schuylkill Seventh, the east side of Schuylkill

Sixth, the south side of Cedar and the north side of Vine

street ; that portion of the before described district lying mid-

way betw^een Delaware Second and Third streets, the east

side of Fourth street, the south side of Cedar and the north

side of Vine street, is to be cleansed as aforesaid at night.

On Thursday, that part between the east side of Delaware

Fourth, midway between Delaware Fifth and Sixth, the south

side of Cedar and the north side of Vine street ; and between

the east side of Eleventh, the east side of Twelfth, the south

side of Cellar and the north side of Vine street ; and between

the east side of Schuylkill Sixth, the east side of Sciiuylkill

Fourth, the south side of Cedar and the north side of Vine

street ; that portion of the before described district lying
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between the east sitle of Delaware Fourth street, midway
between Delaware Fifth and Sixth, the south side of Cedar
and the north side of Vine street, is to be cleansed as aforesaid

at night.

On Friday, that part midway between Delaware Fifth and

Sixth, the east side of Delaware Seventh, the south side of

Cedar and the north side of Vine street ; and between the

east side of 12th street, the east side of Thirteenth street, the

south side of Cedar and the north side of Vine street ; and

between the east side of Schuylkill Fourth street, the east

side of Schuylkill Second, the south side of Cedar and the

north side of Vine street; that portion of the before described

district lying midway between Delaware Fifth and Sixth, the

east side of Delaware Seventh, the south side of Cedar and

the north side of Vine street is to be cleansed as aforesaid at

night.

On Saturday, that part between the east side of Schuylkill

Eighth street, the east side of Schuylkill Seventh, the south

side of Cedar and the north side of Vine street ; and the east

side of Thirteenth street to the centre of Broad street, the

south side of Cedar and the north side of Vine street ; and

the east side of Schuylkill Second street and the river Schuyl-

kill, the south side of Cedar and the north side of Vine street

;

and all the public market houses in High and Second streets

;

that portion of the above described district lying between the

east side of Schuylkill Eighth street, the east side of Schuyl-

kill Seventh, the south side of Cedar and the north side of Vine
street is to be cleansed as aforesaid at night.

Third. During the months of May, June, July, August and

September, he will, in addition to the force required and

means taken for the usual purposes and duties of said cleans-

ing, employ at least thirty-six men, who shall be constantly

en<Tao;e(l in francs of three men each, in washing and cleansins"

twelve districts, into which the City shall, from time to time,

during the said months, be divided for that purpose by the

Committee on Cleansing of the Select and Common Councils

of the City of Philadelphia.

Fourth. He will collect and remove daily all the offal of

kitchens and yards, that may be placed by housekeepers in

some convenient position for the purpose of removal, the said

ofFal to be removed in water-tight carts ; and he will collect and

remove all coal ashes which may be placed by housekeepers on
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the pavement for the purpose of removal, to be removed in

covered carts, and no carts shall be used for such purpose until

they have been approved by the said committee.

Fifth. He will twice in each week, and as much oftener as

the said Committee on Cleansing may direct, cleanse thoroughly
the several public market houses in the City, and during the

months of May, June, July, August and September, wash the

same at the time of such cleansing.

Sixth. Whenever it may become necessary, or whenever
the said committee may direct, he will cleanse the inlets of
the common sewers, and forthwith remove out of the City the

matter taken therefrom, and lime said inlets.

Seventh. He will cause mud, snow and ice to be removed
and kept from the crossings of the streets, for a space of at

least six feet wide, and will keep the gutters free from snow
and ice and open at all times, so that there shall be a free

passage for water through and along the same.

Eighth. He will, at the request of the Mayor of the City,

the City Commissioners, the Committee on Cleansing, or any
member thereof, remove from the streets any offal or other

substance that may at any time be or become a nuisance.

Jfinth. He will report to the President of the Board of

City Commissioners, whenever required by him, the number
of men employed in said cleansing, and the district in which
they are at work.

Tenth. He will, in part payment of the sum to be paid him,
as hereinafter mentioned for the cleansing as aforesaid, for the

year commencing the 20th of March, 1853, and ending the

20th of March, 1854, purchase, take and receive from the

party of the second part, the stock and materials now used in

cleansing the City, a list of which is hereto annexed, signed

by the first party and the President of the Board of City
Commissioners, at the price or sum of seven thousand dollars.

Eleventh. He will, and doth hereby consent and agree,

that in case he shall and doth, in the opinion of the said

committee, fail to fulfil and perform the said acts and duties

hereinbefore set forth and requiretl of him, with proper care

and diligence, or shall and doth fraudulently, wilfully or

negligently delay or refuse to comply in all respects with this

contract, of which said failure, neglect, delay and refusal the

said committee shall be, at all times and for all purposes, sole

and final judge and arbiter, without dispute or appeal, that
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the said party of the second part may and shall, at its option,

adopt or pursue any and all the means and courses following

for asserting their rights, and enforcing and procuring a com-
pliance with this contract, namely :

First. The said party of the second part may and shall

have the power to reserve and deduct from the payments to

be made, from time to time, to the said party of the first part,

the sum of twenty dollars a day for each day on which such

failure, neglect, delay or refusal may take place, or during

which it may continue, not as a penalty, but as liquidated

damages, which said sums, so reserved and deducted, the

party of the first part shall altogether lose.

Second. Or the said party of the second part may, in their

option, after reasonable notice to that effect to the party of

the first part, at the cost and expense of the said first party,

use and employ such men and means as they may deem proper

for the purpose of bringing about and procuring the diligent

and faithful execution of the said acts, duties and performances

required by this contract, and supplying the defects and
omissions of the said first party in the premises.

Third. Or the said party of the second part may, in their

option, after reasonable notice to that effect to the said party

of the first part, forfeit and annul this contract, of which
option, intention, forfeiting and annulling, the resolution

of said committee to that effect shall be full and final

evidence for all purposes whatever ; and from and after such

resolution, without further notice or proceeding, this contract

shall be and become utterly null and void, and the party of

the second part shall and may take the subject matter of

the same into their own hands, to dispose of as they may
deem best by a new contract or otherwise, and be discharged

from all obligation and liability by reason thereof, and of the

premises, as if no such contract had ever been made ; but all

rights and claims of the said party of the socond part under

and by virtue of said contract for and in respect of the time

then passed, shall be and remain unimpaired notwithstanding

such forfeiture, and annulling for all purposes of recovery or

redress against said parties of the first or third part.

And the said party of the second part, in consideration of

the premises and of the covenants and agreements aforesaid,

of the party of the first part, doth covenant, promise and

34
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agree to and with the party of the first part, his executors

anfl administrators, as follows, namely:

First. That the said party of the second part will^ pay to

the said party of the first part, in full payment and compen-

sation, for the faithful performance of the said work and

services for the year commencing on the 20th day of March,

1353, and terminating on the 20th day of March, 1854,

the sum of twenty-seven thousand dollars in manner follow-

ing, namely: the sum of seven thousand dollars on the exe-

cution hereof, in the stock and materials, a list of which is

hereto annexed, as before mentioned, and the sum of seven

hundred and twelve dollars every two weeks during the year

above mentioned, and the balance, or sum of fourteen hun-

dred and eighty-eight dollars, upon the 20th of March, 1854.

And if the party of the second part shall determine that,

for the years from' March 20th, 1854, to March 20th, 1856,

the streets before mentioned as being to be cleansed at night,

shall be cleansed in the day time as the other streets are

cleansed, and it is agreed and understood that the party of the

second part shall be at liberty so to determine, then the said

party of the second part will pay to the said first party the

sum of twenty-five thousand dollars for the faithful perform-

ance of the said work and services, for the year commencing
March 20, 1854, and terminating March 20, 1855, and the

like sum for the year commencing March 20, 1855, and ter-

minating March 20, 1856, to be paid as follows, namely:

the sum of nine hundred and four dollars every two weeks,

and the balance, or sum of fourteen hundred and ninety-six

dollars, on the termination of each of said years, to wit: the

20th of March, 1855, and the 20th of March, 1856. And if

the said party shall determine that the said streets shall be

cleansed at night, as heretofore mentioned, then they will pay-

to the said first party for each of the said years, the sum of

twenty-seven thousand dollars, to be paid as follows, namely:

the sum of nine hundred and eighty dollars every two weeks,

and the balance, or sum of fifteen hundred and twenty dollars,

on the termination of each of said years, to wit : 20th of

March, 1855, and 20th of March, 1856.

Second. The said party of the second part will permit and

at all times allow the said party of the first part to have and

retain for his own use and disposal, all offal, dirt and ashes
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which the said first party may collect and remove under and
by virtue of this contract.

And the said parties of the third part, in consideration of

the premises, and the sum of one dollar to each of them in

hand paid by the party of the second part, the receipt whereof
is hereby acknowledged, do hereby for themslves, jointly and
severally, their and each of their executors and administrators,

covenant, promise and agree to and with the party of the

second part and their successors, that the said party of the

first part shall and will diligently and faithfully do, per-

form and fulfil the covenants, promises and agreements by
him, the said party of the first part, above made in all respects,

and that they the said parties of the third part will at all

times save, indemnify and save harmless, the said party of the

second part, from all loss, damage and expense whatever,
occasioned by or arising from any failure, neglect or default of

the party of the first part in the premises.

In witness whereof, the parties of the first and third parts have
hereunto set their hands and seals, and the corporate seal of

the party of the second part has been hereto affixed by
the Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, the day and year first

above written.

APPENDIX No. 86.

Office of the Guardians of the Poor,
No. 36 North Seventh street.

Extractfrom the Minutes of the Board of Guardians of the

Poor, October 19, 1855.

Whereas, The present condition of the finances of the City

are such, that this Board find it impossible to carry on the

operations of the Almshouse, and while we have used all

the means in our power to meet our accruing engagements,

we now find that unless some immediate relief is obtained,

the business of the Board, so far as the Almshouse is con-

cerned, must cease ; therefore.

Resolved, That the Board petition Councils to grant such

relief as they must perceive the necessities of the house require,

and in the event of Councils taking no action in the matter,

this Board authorize the Steward, in connection with the
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House Committee, to sell at the best possible rate such war-
rants as they may deem absolutely and indispensably neces-

sary for the cash disbursements of the Steward, and report

the same to the Board.

Resolved, That in order to obviate the sufferintr that must
necessarily arise from delay, the Steward be authorized to

sell immediately such warrants, as the imperative necessities

of the case demand, and report to the Board the amounts
sold and the discounts paid. S. Snyder Leidy, Sec'ry.

APPENDIX No. 87.

REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
APPOINTED SEPTEMBER 6tH, 1855.

To the President and Members of Common Council

:

Gentlemen—On the sixth of September Mr. Gordon

offered the following resolution, which was adopted :

Resolvi d, By the Common Council of the City of Phila-

delphia, that a special committee of three members of this

Council be appointed for the purpose of inquiring and devising

ways and means for the immediate payment of all warrants

issued to this date.

Under theabove resolution, the undersigned, your committee,

were appointed. At that time it was estimated, from informa-

tion received from the several departments, that the then

outstanding warrants amounted in all to about two hundred

thousand dollars. It was confidently expected that arrange-

ments could be effected for the immediate payment of this

sum. Upon a further and more full investigation, however,

it was discovered that instead of two hundred thousand dollars,

the amount exceeded foiir hundred thousand dollars ; and

pressing rapidly on the heels of this sum, the prospective

probability of its being doubled, which is now realized, in the

fact, that at the present date the amount of outstanding war-

rants bearing six per cent, interest, exceeds eis^ht hundred

thousand dollars ; and before the middle of January will not

fall far short of a million and a quarter of dollars.

The committee, at first hopeful of being able to provide for
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the then outstanding warrants—thus sustaining the credit of

our City, as well as imparting pleasure to the desponding

holders of City warrants—have been reluctantly compelled

to abandon their effort, because of the facts above stated.

The present financial condition of our City is attracting

a very considerable share of the attention of our citizens.

If something be not quickly done to place the credit of the

City where it of right ought to be, and where it would be

but for the enormous debts of some of the old Districts, a

substantial rebuke from a misgoverned people will result to those

who, in refusing to provide for the current expenses, thus trifle

with the darling interests of our great consolidated City.

Already has a million and a half of dollars been taken from

the current revenue since consolidation, to pay the floating

debts of the Districts. Since the present Councils came into

power, in May last, appropriations have been made and war-

rants drawn in payment of debts contracted by the old Districts

to the amount of nearly one hundred thousand dollars; and

still there are other ordinances on file providing for the pay-

ment of claims against the old corporations. Thus, the pre-

sent condition of the City finances is not the result of extrava-

gance on the part of the government of the consolidated City;

but simply and alone, as the facts abundantly demonstrate, by
taking the cash revenue from the treasury of the consolidated

City to pay the debts of the old Districts, to the amount of

nearly a million and three quarters. If the sums thus paid

were now in the treasury, together with the total revenue for

1855, there would not be a single City warrant unpaid ; and

instead of requiring to borrow a million dollars, there would be

a surplus in the City treasury approximating a million.

The following suggestions, both as a way and a means to

relieve the City, are respectfully submitted for the energetic

action of all who, without regard to party affinities, desire the

good of the people in the re-establishment of the City credit,

by the administration of its affairs with prudence and judg-

ment, to the end, that, by economy and an enlightened spirit

of liberal and wise legislation, every claim against the City

treasury may be met on demand; and finally, the enormous

debt of eighteen million dollars now owing by the City be

liquidated.

First, The immediate passage of a bill au<thorizing the bor-

rowing of one ittillion of dollars; for the claims against the

y
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City must be paid ; they may be delayed, but such delay is as

unwise as it is unjust. The fact should also be distinctly

known, that this million is not for the purpose of making up
any deficiency caused by dets contracted, or by any extrava-

gance on the part of the government since consolidation
;

but, on the contrary, to make up the deficiency caused

solely and only by the payment of the debts of the old corpo-

rations.

The actual expenses incurred by the government since con
solidation have been within the revenues every year; and do
not now, nor ever since consolidation, exceed the incoming
receipts, as charged by some.

As it requires a two-third vote of both Councils to effect

this loan; and as the party now in power, who have manifest-

ed all along a w^illingness to vote for such a loan, and did so

votej_ have not a two-third vote, it is evident that before relief

can come to the people, there must be a melting down of po-

litical asperities and violent antagonisms—there must be a

coming up to that sublime standard of political unity for the

public good, which, on more than one occasion, has rendered

illustrious American legislation; and thrown into the arena of

party strife a ray of fellowship which forever radiates the

beauty and power of our system of our government.

Second. Immediate steps should be taken, so to reconstruct

and arrange the present very defective mode of assessment, as

to produce an increased revenue without raising the present

rate of taxation, which is sufficiently high.

Third. A revision of the laws, both as to the mode of assess-

ment and collection of personal taxes, including the taxation

of all moneys at interest, both personal and corporate.

Fourth. A thorough and practical examination, with pru-

dence and unbiased judgment, of all the departments of the City

government, for the purpose of ascertaining where retrench-

ment can be effected without injury to the great interests of

our growing City. And when such discovery is made, that

the remedy be applied at once, without regard to preconceived

party notions. Every member of Councils, no matter what
his political party views are, is first and pre-eminently a repre-

sentative, not of his party, but of the whole people. The
interests of the whole City at this juncture imperatively de-

mand that, laying aside for the present all mere party con-
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siderations, we unite as one man to redeena the credit of our
City and do justice to our constituency.

These suggestions are respectfully submitted for your
serious consideration, and a united and energetic action on
the part of Councils.

Respectfully submitted,

George F. Gordon, chairman,
D. C. Enos,
O. H. P. Parker.

»











University of Pennsylvania Library

Circulation Department

Please return this book as soon as you have

finished with it. In order to avoid a fine it must

be returned by the latest date stamped below.

fa6|lty

w



;N/uia/oo4^3/^^eax

UNIVER**TY



'?


